
Title 11 

 

VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

 

This title is intended for those provisions of the Code which relate 

to the regulation or the operation of vehicles on the streets of the City. 

 

 

Chapters: 

 

Subtitle I Traffic Code 

 Part 1  General Provisions and Administration 

 11.10 General Provisions  11-5 

 11.12 Application of Code  11-6 

 11.14 Definitions  11-8 

 11.16 Traffic Administration  11-22 

 11.18 Arterial Streets Designated  11-30 

     

 Part 2  Licenses, Permits and Collision Reports 

 11.20 Driver Licenses  11-30 

 11.22 Vehicle Licensing  11-32.2 

 11.23 Special Permits and Permit 

Procedures—Drivers and Vehicles 

 

11-34.2 

 11.24 Property Access Permits and 

Regulations 

 

11-38 

 11.25 Parade Permits  11-39 

 11.26 Service Parking Permits  11-39 

 11.27 Collision Reports  11-42 

 11.28 Abuse of Privileges  11-42.1 

     

 Part 3  Enforcement 

 11.30 Impounding  11-43 

 11.31 Disposition of Traffic Offenses  11-50 

 11.32 Citations  11-52 

 11.34 Penalties  11-52 

     

 Part 4  Pedestrian and Bicycle Rules 

 11.40 Pedestrian Rules  11-53 
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 11.42 Hitchhiking Rules  11-56.1 

 11.44 Bicycle Rules  11-56.1 

     

 Part 5  Driving Rules 

 11.50 Obedience to Traffic-Control Devices  11-58 

 11.52 Speed Regulations  11-63 

 11.53 Vehicle Position on Roadway—

Overtaking and Passing 

 

11-64.1 

 11.54 Limited Access Facilities  11-68 

 11.55 Starting, Stopping and Turning  11-69 

 11.56 Serious Traffic Offenses  11-72 

 11.57 Motorcycle Regulations  11-78.2 

 11.58 Miscellaneous Driving Rules  11-79 

 11.59 Obedience to Peace Officers and 

Authorized Personnel 

 

11-84 

     

 Part 6  Special Driving and Operating Regulations 

 11.60 Size, Weight and Load Regulations  11-86 

 11.62 Regulating the Kinds and Classes of 

Traffic on Certain Streets 

 

11-96 

 11.64 Towing Regulations and 

Equipment 

 

11-97 

 11.65 Streetcar Rules  11-98 

 11.66 Railroad Operation  11-99 

 11.68 Fire Regulations  11-102 

 11.69 Traffic Congestion Areas  11-103 
 

Part 7 Stopping, Standing, Parking and Loading 

11.70 Method of Parking 

11.72 Stopping, Standing or Parking Restrictions 

11.73 Restricted Parking Areas 

11.74 Loading and Load Regulations 

11.76 Parking Meter Operations 

 
Part 8 Equipment Regulations 

11.80 Truck, Trailer and Stage Equipment Regulations 

11.82 Vehicle Lighting Equipment 

11.84 Brakes and Miscellaneous Equipment 

11.86 Vehicle Markings 
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Severability: The provisions of Subtitle I are declared to be separate and severable and the in-

validity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of Subtitle I, or the 

invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall not affect the validity 

of the remainder of Subtitle I or the validity of its application to other persons or circums-

tances. 

(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.060), 1979.) 

 
Subtitle II Miscellaneous Provisions 

 
11.90 Traffic Violations Bureau 

11.92 Abandoned Vehicles 

11.94 Railroad Barriers Required 

 
Statutory Reference: For statutory provisions pertaining to vehicles and traffic, see RCW Title 

46. 

 

1. Cross-reference: For provisions regarding operation of vehicles in City parks, see Sub-

chapter VI of Chapter 18.12 of this Code. 

 

For provisions regarding notice of traffic restrictions or street closures due to repairs, see Sec-

tion 15.78.010. 
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Subtitle I Traffic Code 

 

Part 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

Chapter 11.10 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.10.020 Citation. 
11.10.040 Purpose and policy. 
11.10.080 Number, gender and tense. 
11.10.100 Effect of headings and 

references. 
11.10.120 Existing permits to remain in 

force. 
11.10.130 Prosecution under expired or 

repealed ordinance. 
11.10.140 Vehicle owner to act in 

person—Agents. 
11.10.160 False representation 

prohibited. 
11.10.180 Existing regulations to remain 

in force. 
 
11.10.020 Citation. 
 The ordinance codified in this subtitle consti-
tutes the “Traffic Code” of the City and may be 
cited as such. Wherever a reference is made herein 
to “this Code” it shall be construed to mean “this 
subtitle.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.020), 1979.) 
 
11.10.040 Purpose and policy. 
 This subtitle is enacted as an exercise of the po-
lice power of the City to protect and preserve the 
public peace, health, safety and welfare, and its 
provisions shall be liberally construed for the ac-
complishment of these purposes. It is expressly the 
purpose of this subtitle to provide for and promote 
the health, safety and welfare of the general public, 
and not to create or otherwise establish or desig-
nate any particular class or group of persons who 
will or should be especially protected or benefited 
by the terms of this subtitle. It is the specific intent 
of this subtitle to place the obligation of complying 
with its requirements upon the owner or operator 
of the vehicles or upon the pedestrian within its 
scope, and no provision of nor term used in this 
subtitle is intended to impose any duty whatsoever 
upon the City or any of its officers or employees, 

for whom the implementation or enforcement of 
this subtitle shall be discretionary and not manda-
tory. Nothing contained in this subtitle is intended 
to be nor shall be construed to create or form the 
basis for any liability on the part of the City, or its 
officers, employees or agents, for any injury or 
damage resulting from the failure of the owner or 
operator of a vehicle or a pedestrian to comply 
with the provisions of this subtitle, or by reason or 
in consequence of any act or omission in connec-
tion with the implementation or enforcement of 
this subtitle on the part of the City by its officers, 
employees or agents. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.040), 1979.) 
 
11.10.080 Number, gender and tense. 
 Whenever consistent with the context of this 
subtitle, words in the present, past or future tenses 
shall be construed to be interchangeable with each 
other, words in the singular number shall be con-
strued to include the plural, words in the plural 
shall be construed to include the singular, and 
words in any gender shall apply to the feminine, 
masculine and neuter genders. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.080), 1979.) 
 
11.10.100 Effect of headings and 

references. 
 Chapter headings, tables of contents, parentheti-
cal references to the Revised Code of Washington 
(RCW) and former ordinance sections,1 and sec-
tion headings as used in this subtitle do not consti-
tute any part of the law. (RCW 46.98.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.100), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: References to former ordinance sections do not ap-

pear in this Code. 

 
11.10.120 Existing permits to remain in 

force. 
 Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, all 
permits lawfully issued under the provisions of any 
ordinance repealed by the ordinance codified in 
this subtitle shall remain in force and effect until 
expiration according to the terms thereof, unless 
sooner surrendered or revoked; subject, however, 
to all other provisions of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.120), 1979.) 
 
11.10.130 Prosecution under expired or 

repealed ordinance. 
 No offense committed and no penalty or forfei-
ture incurred previous to the time when any ordin-
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ance expires or is repealed, whether such repeal be 
express or implied, shall be affected by such expi-
ration or repeal, unless a contrary intention is ex-
pressly declared in the expiring or repealing ordin-
ance, and no prosecution for any offense or for the 
recovery of any penalty or forfeiture pending at the 
time any ordinance expires or is repealed, whether 
such repeal be express or implied, shall be affected 
by such expiration or repeal, but the same shall 
proceed in all respects as if such ordinance had not 
expired or been repealed, unless a contrary inten-
tion is expressly declared in the expiring or repeal-
ing ordinance. Whenever any ordinance defining 
an offense or making conduct unlawful is amended 
or repealed, whether such amendment or repeal be 
express or implied, any offense committed, con-
duct engaged in or penalty or forfeiture incurred 
while the ordinance was in force shall be punished 
or enforced as if the ordinance were in force, not-
withstanding such amendment or repeal, unless a 
contrary intention is expressly declared in the 
amendatory or repealing ordinance, and every such 
amendatory or repealing ordinance shall be so con-
strued as to save all proceedings under the 
amended or repealed ordinance pending at the time 
of the amendatory or repealing ordinance, unless a 
contrary intention is expressly declared therein. 
(Ord. 116872 § 1, 1993.) 
 
11.10.140 Vehicle owner to act in person—

Agents. 
 Every act or statement required to be made by 
the owner or operator of any vehicle shall be made 
or done by the owner or operator in person, unless 
such owner is a company or corporation or incapa-
ble of acting in person, and if the same is made or 
done by the agent, the necessity thereof shall be 
stated and shown. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.140), 1979.) 
 
11.10.160 False representation prohibited. 
 No person shall knowingly make a false state-
ment or representation in any application, state-
ment or report required by this subtitle to be made. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.160), 1979.) 
 
11.10.180 Existing regulations to remain in 

force. 
 Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, all 
existing regulations lawfully established and in-
stalled in the streets and alleys by official traffic-
control devices are hereby continued in full force 
and effect. 

(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.10.180), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.12 

APPLICATION OF CODE 
 
Sections: 

11.12.020 Uniformity of application. 
11.12.060 Application to government 

vehicle. 
11.12.080 Exemption of authorized 

emergency vehicles. 
11.12.100 Authorized work upon street. 
11.12.120 Traffic Control Manual for In-

street Work. 
11.12.130 Flagger required. 
11.12.140 Persons riding animals or 

driving animal-drawn vehicles. 
11.12.160 Persons propelling pushcarts. 

 
11.12.020 Uniformity of application. 
 The provisions of this subtitle relating to the 
operation of vehicles shall be applicable to and 
uniform upon all persons operating vehicles upon 
the streets, alleys and ways open to the public of 
The City of Seattle except as otherwise specifically 
provided. (RCW 46.08.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.020), 1979.) 
 
Cases: A privately owned paved parking lot on a major intersection with 

easy access to both adjoining streets came within the definition of a “way 

open to the public.” City of Seattle v. Tolliver, 31 Wn.App. 299, 641 

P.2d 719 (1982). 

 
11.12.060 Application to government 

vehicle. 
 The provisions of this subtitle shall apply to the 
operator of any vehicle owned by or used in the 
service of any government, including the United 
States government or any agency created by the 
United States, or of any foreign nation, or of this or 
any state, or of any political subdivision of this or 
any other state. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.060), 1979.) 
 
11.12.080 Exemption of authorized 

emergency vehicles. 
 A. The driver of an authorized emergency ve-
hicle, when responding to an emergency call or 
when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected viola-
tor of the law or when responding to but not upon 
returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privi-
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leges set forth in this section, but subject to the 
conditions stated in this chapter. 
 B. The driver of an authorized emergency ve-
hicle may: 
 1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provi-
sions of this subtitle; 
 2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or 
stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be 
necessary for safe operation; 
 3. Exceed the maximum speed limits so 
long as he does not endanger life or property; 
 4. Disregard regulations governing direc-
tion of movement or turning in specified direc-
tions: 
 Provided, that ambulances shall not exceed the 
posted speed limit by more than five (5) miles per 
hour and shall not proceed through stop signs or 
red traffic signal lights without first making a full 
stop and permitting traffic to clear the intersection; 
and provided further, that Fire Department ve-
hicles, including aid cars and other vehicles, shall 
not be subject to the above restrictions on the oper-
ation of ambulances. 
 C. The exemptions granted in this section to an 
authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only 
when such vehicle is making use of visual signals 
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.190, ex-
cept that: 
 1. An authorized emergency vehicle op-
erated as a police vehicle need not be equipped 
with or display a red light visible from in front of 
the vehicle; 
 2. Authorized emergency vehicles shall 
use audible signals when necessary to warn others 
of the emergency nature of the situation but in no 
case shall they be required to use audible signals 
while parked or standing. 
 D. The foregoing provisions shall not relieve 
the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from 
the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of 
all persons, nor shall such provisions protect the 
driver from the consequences of his reckless disre-
gard for the safety of others. (RCW 46.61.035) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.080), 1979.) 
 
11.12.100 Authorized work upon street. 
 The provisions of this subtitle relating to the 
operation of vehicles upon the streets or alleys of 
this City shall not apply to any persons, vehicles or 
other equipment while actually engaged in autho-
rized work upon the surface of a street or alley in-
sofar as suspension of the provisions of this sub-
title are reasonably necessary for the carrying on of 

such work. Reasonable precautions must be taken 
to apprise and protect the users of such street or 
alley, in conformance with the guidelines set forth 
in the City’s Traffic Control Manual for In-street 
Work which is adopted by reference, and three (3) 
copies of which are filed with the City Clerk. Such 
provisions of this subtitle shall apply to such per-
sons, vehicles and other equipment when traveling 
to and from such works. The contract or permit for 
such authorized work shall set forth the extent of 
such suspension, and over what portions of the 
street or alley the suspensions shall apply. (RCW 
46.61.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.100), 1979.) 
 
11.12.120 Traffic Control Manual for In-

street Work. 
 No person shall work on a street or alley area 
without providing flaggers, signs, barricades, 
and/or other traffic-control devices as established 
by the guidelines set forth in the City’s Traffic 
Control Manual for In-street Work, which is 
adopted by reference, and three (3) copies of which 
are filed with the City Clerk, if such person is re-
quired to meet the guidelines of the Traffic Control 
Manual for In-street Work by a permit, contract, 
regulation or ordinance. (See Street Use Ordinance 
90047.)1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.120), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Street Use Ordinance is codified in Title 15 of 

this Code. 

 
11.12.130 Flagger required. 
 No person other than a flagger or a peace officer 
shall direct or control traffic on or near a street or 
alley in which work is underway. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.130), 1979.) 
 
11.12.140 Persons riding animals or driving 

animal-drawn vehicles. 
 Every person riding an animal or driving any 
animal-drawn vehicle upon a roadway shall be 
granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all 
of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle 
by this subtitle except those provisions of this sub-
title which by their very nature can have no appli-
cation. (RCW 46.61.025) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.140), 1979.) 
 
11.12.160 Persons propelling pushcarts. 
 Every person propelling any pushcart upon a 
roadway shall be granted all of the rights and shall 
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be subject to all of the duties applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle by this subtitle except those 
provisions of this subtitle which by their very na-
ture can have no application. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.12.160), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.14 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.14.005 Definitions generally. 
11.14.015 Abandoned vehicle. 
11.14.020 Adult school crossing 

supervisor. 
11.14.023 Alcohol concentration. 
11.14.025 Alley. 
11.14.030 Alley entrance. 
11.14.035 Arterial street. 
11.14.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. 
11.14.045 Automobile hulk. 
11.14.050 Axle. 
11.14.055 Bicycle. 
11.14.060 Bicycle lane. 
11.14.065 Boundary line. 
11.14.070 Bus zone. 
11.14.075 Camper. 
11.14.080 Cancel. 
11.14.085 Carpool. 
11.14.090 Centerline. 
11.14.095 Center of intersection. 
11.14.100 Citation. 
11.14.105 Combination of vehicles. 
11.14.110 Combustible liquid. 
11.14.113 Commercial vehicle load zone. 
11.14.115 Commercial vehicle. 
11.14.120 Commuter ride sharing. 
11.14.125 Commuter ride-sharing 

vehicles. 
11.14.130 Constructed curb. 
11.14.135 Crosswalk. 
11.14.140 Curb markings. 
11.14.145 Curb or curbline. 
11.14.150 Curb ramp. 
11.14.155 Curb ramp return. 
11.14.160 Disabled person. 
11.14.165 Downtown traffic-control 

zone. 
11.14.170 Driver. 
11.14.175 Driveway. 
11.14.180 Driveway return or alley 

entrance return. 
11.14.183 Drug. 

11.14.185 Excess weight. 
11.14.190 Explosives. 
11.14.195 Farm tractor. 
11.14.200 Farm vehicle. 
11.14.205 Fire area. 
11.14.210 Fire lane. 
11.14.215 Fire line. 
11.14.220 Flagger. 
11.14.225 Flammable liquid. 
11.14.230 Foreign career consul. 
11.14.235 For-hire car. 
11.14.240 Hazardous materials. 
11.14.245 Highway. 
11.14.250 Hours of darkness. 
11.14.255 Hulk hauler. 
11.14.257 Ignition interlock device. 
11.14.260 Impoundment. 
11.14.265 Intersection. 
11.14.266 Intersection control area. 
11.14.268 Junk motor vehicle. 
11.14.270 Laned street. 
11.14.275 Lane line. 
11.14.277 Legal holidays. 
11.14.280 Limited access facility. 
11.14.285 Line. 
11.14.290 Litter receptacle. 
11.14.295 Load and unload zone. 
11.14.300 Local access traffic. 
11.14.305 Main traveled portion of the 

road. 
11.14.310 Marked bicycle crossing. 
11.14.315 Marked crosswalk. 
11.14.320 Median barrier. 
11.14.325 Metal tire. 
11.14.330 Mobile home. 
11.14.335 Modular home. 
11.14.340 Motorcycle. 
11.14.345 Motor-driven cycle. 
11.14.350 Motor homes. 
11.14.355 Motor truck or truck. 
11.14.360 Motor vehicle. 
11.14.365 Motor vehicle wrecker. 
11.14.370 Muffler. 
11.14.375 Multiple lane street. 
11.14.380 Nonresident. 
11.14.385 No-passing zone. 
11.14.390 Official foreign career consul 

vehicle. 
11.14.395 Official time standard. 
11.14.400 Operator or driver. 
11.14.403 Other biological or technical 

device. 
11.14.405 Owner. 
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11.14.410 Parade. 
11.14.415 Park or parking. 
11.14.420 Park at an angle or angle 

park. 
11.14.425 Parking meter. 
11.14.430 Passenger load zone. 
11.14.435 Path. 
11.14.440 Peace officer. 
11.14.445 Pedestrian. 
11.14.450 Pedestrian zone. 
11.14.455 Pedicab. 
11.14.460 Person. 
11.14.465 Physical barrier. 
11.14.470 Planted area. 
11.14.475 Planting strip. 
11.14.480 Pneumatic tires. 
11.14.485 Private carrier bus. 
11.14.490 Proof of financial 

responsibility for the future. 
11.14.495 Public scale. 
11.14.500 Pushcart. 
11.14.505 Railroad. 
11.14.510 Railroad sign or signal. 
11.14.515 Restricted parking zone. 
11.14.520 Revoke. 
11.14.525 Right-of-way. 
11.14.530 Roadway. 
11.14.532 Roadway construction zone. 
11.14.535 School bus. 
11.14.540 School loading zone. 
11.14.545 School patrol. 
11.14.550 Semitrailer. 
11.14.555 Service parking. 
11.14.560 Service parking meter hood. 
11.14.565 Shoulder. 
11.14.570 Sidewalk. 
11.14.575 Sightseeing bus or charter bus. 
11.14.577 Sign. 
11.14.580 Solid tire. 
11.14.585 Special mobile equipment. 
11.14.590 Stage. 
11.14.595 Stand or standing. 
11.14.597 State Commission on 

Equipment. 
11.14.600 Stinger steered. 
11.14.605 Stop. 
11.14.610 Stop or stopping. 
11.14.615 Street or City street. 
11.14.617 Streetcar. 
11.14.620 Suspend. 
11.14.625 Switching. 
11.14.630 Taxicab. 
11.14.635 Taxicab stand. 

11.14.640 Tow-away zone. 
11.14.645 Traffic. 
11.14.650 Traffic-control devices. 
11.14.655 Traffic-control signal. 
11.14.660 Trailer. 
11.14.665 Train. 
11.14.670 Transit coach. 
11.14.675 Truck. 
11.14.680 Truck load zone. 
11.14.685 Truck tractor. 
11.14.690 Two (2) way left-turn lane. 
11.14.695 Uncontrolled intersection. 
11.14.700 Unicycle. 
11.14.703 Passenger car. 
11.14.705 U turn. 
11.14.710 Vehicle. 
11.14.715 Way open to the public. 

 
11.14.005 Definitions generally. 
 Words and phrases, wherever used in this sub-
title shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
chapter except where otherwise defined, and unless 
where used the context thereof shall clearly indi-
cate to the contrary. (RCW 46.04.010) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.010), 1979.) 
 
11.14.015 Abandoned vehicle. 
 “Abandoned vehicle” means any vehicle left 
upon the private property of another without the 
consent of the owner of such property for a period 
of twenty-four (24) hours or longer, except that a 
vehicle shall not be considered abandoned if its 
owner or operator is unable to remove it from the 
place where it is located and so notifies law en-
forcement officials and requests assistance. (RCW 
46.52.102) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.030), 1979.) 
 
11.14.020 Adult school crossing supervisor. 
 “Adult school crossing supervisor” means an 
adult who is either hired by the Chief of Police or 
appointed or hired by the executive head of a uni-
versity, college, public or private school within the 
City, for the purpose of guiding and assisting 
school children crossing streets or alleys. An adult 
school crossing supervisor shall wear a uniform or 
other appropriate insignia, as approved by the 
Chief of Police. The adult school crossing guard 
shall have the authority to stop and control pede-
strian and vehicular traffic while engaged in the 
performance of duty or while wearing or display-
ing appropriate insignia. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.035), 1979.) 
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11.14.023 Alcohol concentration. 
 “Alcohol concentration” means (i) grams of al-
cohol per two hundred ten (210) liters of a person’s 
breath or (ii) grams of alcohol per one hundred 
(100) milliliters of a person’s blood. (RCW 
46.04.015). 
(Ord. 117734 § 1, 1995: Ord. 117155 § 1, 1994.) 
 
11.14.025 Alley. 
 “Alley” means a highway not designed for gen-
eral travel and primarily used as a means of access 
to the rear of residences and business establish-
ments. (RCW 46.04.020) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.040), 1979.) 
 
11.14.030 Alley entrance. 
 “Alley entrance” means that portion of the street 
which provides access to an alley through a curb 
cut or a depression in the constructed curb or, 
when there is no constructed curb, that area in 
front of such alley as is well defined or as is desig-
nated by authorized signs or markings. “Alley en-
trance” shall include an alley exit for one (1) way 
alleys. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.045), 1979.) 
 
11.14.035 Arterial street. 
 “Arterial street” means every street, or portion 
thereof, designated as such in Chapter 11.18. 
(RCW 46.04.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.050), 1979.) 
 
11.14.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. 
 “Authorized emergency vehicle” means any ve-
hicle of any fire department (including fire de-
partment medic and aid cars), police department, 
sheriff’s office, Washington State Patrol, and am-
bulance service, public or private, which need not 
be classified, registered or authorized by the State 
Commission on Equipment, or any other vehicle 
authorized in writing by the State Commission on 
Equipment. (RCW 46.04.040) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.060), 1979.) 
 
11.14.045 Automobile hulk. 
 “Automobile hulk” is synonymous with 
“wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicle or 
automobile hulk” and means the remnant or re-
mains of a motor vehicle which is inoperative and 
cannot be made mechanically operative without 
the addition of vital parts or mechanisms and the 

application of a substantial amount of labor to ef-
fect repairs. (RCW 46.52.102) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.070), 1979.) 
 
11.14.050 Axle. 
 “Axle” means a structure or structures in the 
same or approximately the same transverse plane 
with a vehicle supported by wheels and on which 
or with which such wheels revolve. (RCW 
46.04.060) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.080), 1979.) 
 
11.14.055 Bicycle. 
 “Bicycle” means every device with two (2) or 
more wheels, of which not more than one (1) 
wheel shall be less than sixteen (16) inches in di-
ameter, having a steering device and saddle or seat 
or seats, and propelled solely by human power. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.090), 1979.) 
 
11.14.060 Bicycle lane. 
 “Bicycle lane” means a portion of the roadway 
which has been designated by traffic-control de-
vices for preferential or exclusive use by bicycles. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.100), 1979.) 
 
11.14.065 Boundary line. 
 “Boundary line” means the line between the pri-
vate property edge and the highway. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.120), 1979.) 
 
11.14.070 Bus zone. 
 “Bus zone” means a portion of the roadway 
along the curb which is reserved for loading and 
unloading of either transit coaches of the Metro 
Transit System, or school buses when authorized 
and designated by: 
 A. A sign with the words “bus,” “bus zone” or 
“bus stop” and a parking control message; or 
 B. By red-yellow-red (alternating red and yel-
low stripes) curb markings supplemented with the 
words “bus zone” placed on the curb; or 
 C. A sign with the word “bus” and red-yellow-
red (alternating red and yellow stripes) placed on 
the curb. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.130), 1979.) 
 
11.14.075 Camper. 
 “Camper” means a structure designed to be 
mounted upon a motor vehicle and which provides 
facilities for human habitation or for temporary 
outdoor or recreational lodging and which is five 
(5) feet or more in overall length and five (5) feet 
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or more in height from its floor to its ceiling when 
fully extended, but does not include motor homes 
as defined in Section 11.14.350. (RCW 46.04.085) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.140), 1979.) 
 
11.14.080 Cancel. 
 “Cancel,” in all its forms, means the invalidation 
indefinitely and until successful reapplication, but 
shall be for a period of not less than one (1) year. 
(RCW 46.04.090) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.150), 1979.) 
 
11.14.085 Carpool. 
 “Carpool,” unless provided otherwise by traffic-
control device or by this subtitle, means a motor 
vehicle occupied by two (2) or more persons, ex-
cept that the Traffic Engineer may define a carpool 
to require occupancy by three (3) or more persons 
in areas or at times where or when he or she deems 
that number more appropriate. 
(Ord. 118278 § 1, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.155), 1979.) 
 
11.14.090 Centerline. 
 “Centerline” means the line, marked or un-
marked, parallel to and equidistant from the sides 
of a two-way traffic roadway of a street except as 
follows: 
 A. Where otherwise indicated by yellow lines 
or markers; or 
 B. On two-way traffic streets where parking is 
continuously prohibited by signs on one (1) side, 
the centerline is a line equidistant from the curb 
where parking is prohibited and the line which is 
eight feet (8 ) inside the curb where parking is 
permitted. (RCW 46.04.100) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.160), 1979.) 
 
11.14.095 Center of intersection. 
 “Center of intersection” means the point of in-
tersection of the centerlines of the roadways of in-
tersecting streets. (RCW 46.04.110) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.170), 1979.) 
 
11.14.100 Citation. 
 “Citation” means a form specified and adopted 
by competent authority for the purpose of charging 
a person with a violation of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.200), 1979.) 
 
11.14.105 Combination of vehicles. 
 “Combination of vehicles” means every combi-
nation of motor vehicle and motor vehicle, motor 

vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle and semitrailer. 
(RCW 46.04.130) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.210), 1979.) 
 
11.14.110 Combustible liquid. 
 “Combustible liquid” means any liquid defined 
as combustible by the current Seattle Fire Code.1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.215), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.14.113 Commercial vehicle load zone. 
 “Commercial vehicle load zone” means a por-
tion of a street designated by a sign and yellow 
paint markings or other traffic-control devices that 
is reserved for the exclusive use of commercial 
vehicles or vehicles possessing a valid commercial 
loading permit. 
(Ord. 114518 § 1, 1989: Ord. 114251 § 6(part), 
1988.) 
 
11.14.115 Commercial vehicle. 
 For purposes of this Code, the term “commer-
cial vehicle” means (1) a “motor truck” or “truck” 
except a passenger car or (2) a station wagon or 
van that has been permanently modified to carry 
no more than three (3) seated passengers. Such 
vehicles shall be properly licensed as a truck and 
shall have the name of the business to which the 
vehicle is registered permanently displayed on 
both the left and right sides in letters no less than 
two inches (2 ) in height. 
(Ord. 114251 § 1, 1988: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.220), 1979.) 
 
11.14.120 Commuter ride sharing. 
 “Commuter ride sharing” means a carpool or a 
vanpool arrangement whereby a fixed group, pas-
sengers and driver not exceeding fifteen (15) per-
sons is transported between their places of abode 
or termini near such places, and their places of 
employment or educational or other institution, in 
a single, daily round-trip where the driver is also 
on the way to or from his or her place of employ-
ment, educational or other institution whether or 
not the driver receives compensation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.230), 1979.) 
 
11.14.125 Commuter ride-sharing vehicles. 
 “Commuter ride-sharing vehicles” means a pas-
senger motor vehicle with a seating capacity, in-
cluding the driver, not exceeding fifteen (15) per-
sons while being used for commuter ride sharing. 
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A commuter ride-sharing vehicle shall not be 
deemed a for-hire cab or a taxicab. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.240), 1979.) 
 
11.14.130 Constructed curb. 
 “Constructed curb” means a physical curb con-
structed from cement concrete, asphalt concrete, 
timber, or other construction material. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.250), 1979.) 
 
11.14.135 Crosswalk. 
 “Crosswalk” means the portion of the roadway 
between the intersection area and the prolongation 
or connection of the farthest sidewalk line, or, in 
the event there are no constructed sidewalks, then 
between the intersection area and a line ten feet 
(10 ) therefrom, except as modified by a marked 
crosswalk. (RCW 46.04.160) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.260), 1979.) 
 
11.14.140 Curb markings. 
 “Curb markings” means the official markings 
installed on curbs. The following are curb mark-
ings indicating parking or standing regulations and 
shall have the meanings as set forth in this section: 
 A. Red means a tow-away zone; 
 B. Red-yellow-red (alternating red and yellow 
stripes) means a bus zone; 
 C. Yellow means: 
 1. A truck loading zone, or 
 2. A load and unload zone, or 
 3. A taxicab stand, or 
 4. A no-parking zone adjacent to drive-
ways or alleys; 
 D. White means a passenger load zone. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.280), 1979.) 
 
11.14.145 Curb or curbline. 
 “Curb” or “curbline” means the edge of a road-
way whether marked by curbing construction or 
not. 
(Ord. 108200 § 3(11.14.270), 1979.) 
 
11.14.150 Curb ramp. 
 “Curb ramp” means that portion of the sidewalk 
area which provides a direct connection between 
the roadway level and the constructed sidewalk 
level, for the purpose of allowing persons and per-
sons operating wheeled devices to have convenient 
access between the roadway and sidewalk. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.285), 1979.) 
 

11.14.155 Curb ramp return. 
 “Curb ramp return” means that portion of the 
curb which provides a transition between the 
roadway level and the constructed curb level. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.290), 1979.) 
 
11.14.160 Disabled person. 
 “Disabled person” means a person in a wheel-
chair and includes a person propelling a wheel-
chair, or a person who is physically handicapped 
such that use of a curb ramp, where available, is 
desirable. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.428), 1979.) 
 
11.14.165 Downtown traffic-control zone. 
 “Downtown traffic-control zone” means the area 
within the district bounded as follows: Beginning 
at the southwest corner of First Avenue and Lenora 
Street, thence southerly along the west margin of 
First Avenue to the north margin of Yesler Way, 
thence easterly along the north margin of Yesler 
Way to the west margin of Fifth Avenue, thence no 
rtherly along the west margin of Fifth Avenue to 
the north margin of Madison Street, thence easterly 
along the north margin of Madison Street to the 
westerly margin of Eighth Avenue, thence norther-
ly along the westerly margin of Eighth Avenue to 
the southerly margin of Lenora Street, thence wes-
terly along the southerly margin of Lenora Street 
to the westerly margin of First Avenue, to the 
place of beginning. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.295), 1979.) 
 
11.14.170 Driver. 
 See “operator or driver.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.300), 1979.) 
 
11.14.175 Driveway. 
 “Driveway” means that portion of street or alley 
area which provides access to an off-street vehicu-
lar facility through a depression in the constructed 
curb or over a constructed curb or, when there is 
no constructed curb, that area in front of such ve-
hicular facility as is well defined or as is designat-
ed by authorized signs or markings. The area de-
fined as a driveway may also be defined as a side-
walk. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.310), 1979.) 
 
11.14.180 Driveway return or alley 

entrance return. 
 “Driveway return” or “alley entrance return” 
means that portion of a constructed driveway or 
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alley entrance which curves or flares to meet a 
constructed curb. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.320), 1979.) 
 
11.14.183 Drug. 
 “Drug” means and includes, but is not limited 
to, those drugs and substances regulated by RCW 
Chapters 69.41 and 69.50. (RCW 46.61.540) 
(Ord. 119189 § 1, 1998.) 
 
11.14.185 Excess weight. 
 “Excess weight” means, for the purpose of de-
termining additional fines as provided by Section 
11.34.080, the poundage in excess of the sum of 
maximum gross weight prescribed by Sections 
11.60.370 and 11.60.420 plus the weights allowed 
in Sections 11.60.480, 11.60.520 and Section 
11.23.290. (RCW 46.44.045(6)) 
(Ord. 112092 § 2, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.330), 1979.) 
 
11.14.190 Explosives. 
 “Explosives” means anything defined as explo-
sive by the Seattle Fire Code.1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.340), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.14.195 Farm tractor. 
 “Farm tractor” means every motor vehicle de-
signed and used primarily as a farm implement for 
drawing plows, mowing machines, and other im-
plements of husbandry. (RCW 46.04.180) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.350), 1979.) 
 
11.14.200 Farm vehicle. 
 “Farm vehicle” means any vehicle other than a 
farm tractor or farm implement which is designed 
and/or used primarily in agricultural pursuits on 
farms for the purpose of transporting machinery, 
equipment, implements, farm products, supplies 
and/or farm labor thereon and is only incidentally 
operated on or moved along public highways for 
the purpose of going from one farm to another. 
(RCW 46.04.181) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.360), 1979.) 
 
11.14.205 Fire area. 
 “Fire area” means an area about the scene of 
every fire during its course which shall consist of 
all streets and alleys within a radius of five hun-
dred (500) feet or more from the fire, and in every 

case shall include the two (2) nearest street inter-
sections. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.380), 1979.) 
 
11.14.210 Fire lane. 
 “Fire lane” means an area on public or private 
property reserved for providing Fire Department 
access to structures, firefighting fixtures, or 
equipment. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.365), 1979.) 
 
11.14.215 Fire line. 
 “Fire line” means a line established at the direc-
tion of the Fire Chief or other fire officer in charge 
during any emergency requiring the services of the 
Fire Department. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.370), 1979.) 
 
11.14.220 Flagger. 
 “Flagger” means any person wearing a predo-
minantly red or fluorescent orange jacket or vest 
and a yellow or orange safety helmet, equipped 
with a standard STOP-SLOW paddle, or red flag 
and authorized or assigned to direct and control 
traffic. All flaggers shall have in their possession a 
card certifying that they have completed the Flag-
ger’s Course as conducted by The State of Wash-
ington, Department of Labor and Industries. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.390), 1979.) 
 
11.14.225 Flammable liquid. 
 “Flammable liquid” means any liquid defined as 
flammable by the Seattle Fire Code.1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.393), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.14.230 Foreign career consul. 
 A “foreign career consul” means a career for-
eign service diplomat who is a citizen of the coun-
try he represents and who has been appointed by 
his government to be one of its official foreign pol-
icy spokesmen in this country. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.396), 1979.) 
 
11.14.235 For-hire car. 
 “For-hire car” means for-hire vehicles as de-
fined by the Seattle License Code.1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.399), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The License Code provisions regarding for-hire ve-

hicles are codified in Chapters 6.310 and 6.315 of this Code. 
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11.14.240 Hazardous materials. 
 “Hazardous materials” means any material de-
fined as hazardous by the Seattle Fire Code.1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.400), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.14.245 Highway. 
 “Highway” means the entire width between the 
boundary lines of every way publicly maintained 
when any part thereof is open to the use of the pub-
lic for purposes of vehicular travel. (RCW 
46.04.431) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.405), 1979.) 
 
11.14.250 Hours of darkness. 
 “Hours of darkness” means the hours from one-
half (1/2) hour after sunset to one-half (1/2) hour 
before sunrise, and any other time when persons or 
objects may not be clearly discernible at a distance 
of five hundred (500) feet. (RCW 46.04.200) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.410), 1979.) 
 
11.14.255 Hulk hauler. 
 “Hulk hauler” means any person who deals in 
vehicles for the sole purpose of transporting and/or 
selling them to a licensed motor vehicle wrecker or 
scrap processor in substantially the same form in 
which they are obtained and who may not sell se-
condhand motor vehicle parts to anyone other than 
a scrap processor. (RCW 46.79.010(5)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.420), 1979.) 
 
11.14.257 Ignition interlock device. 
 “Ignition interlock device” means breath alcohol 
analyzing ignition equipment, certified by the 
Washington State Patrol, designed to prevent a 
motor vehicle from being operated by a person 
who has consumed an alcoholic beverage. (RCW 
46.04.215) 
(Ord. 119189 § 2, 1998.) 
 
11.14.260 Impoundment. 
 See Section 11.30.010. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.423), 1979.) 
 
11.14.265 Intersection. 
 A. “Intersection” means the area enclosed with-
in the projection of the lateral curbs, or if no curbs, 
then the projection of the lateral roadway bounda-
ries of two (2) or more streets which join one 
another at an angle, whether or not such streets 
cross each other. 

 B. Where a highway includes two (2) roadways 
thirty (30) feet or more apart, then every crossing 
of each roadway of such divided street by an inter-
secting street shall be regarded as a separate inter-
section. In the event such intersecting street also 
includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more 
apart then every crossing of two (2) roadways of 
such streets shall be regarded as a separate inter-
section. 
 C. The junction of an alley with a street shall 
not constitute an intersection. (RCW 46.04.220) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.430), 1979.) 
 
11.14.266 Intersection control area. 
 “Intersection control area” means an intersec-
tion, together with such modifications of the adja-
cent roadway area as result from the arc of curb 
corners, and together with any marked or un-
marked crosswalks adjacent to the intersection. 
(Statutory reference: RCW 46.04.240.) 
(Ord. 115323 § 1, 1990.) 
 
11.14.268 Junk motor vehicle. 
 A. “Junk motor vehicle” means any motor ve-
hicle meeting at least three of the following re-
quirements: 
 1. Left on private property without the 
permission of the person having right to the pos-
session of the property; 
 2. Left on a street, alley way open to the 
public, or on municipal or other public property for 
twenty-four (24) hours or longer; 
 3. Extensively damaged, such damage 
including but not limited to any of the following: 
A broken window or windshield, missing wheels, 
tires, motor, or transmission; 
 4. Apparently inoperable; 
 5. Having a fair market value of Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500) or less; 
 6. Without a current certificate of regis-
tration or a current and proper vehicle license. 
 B. Vehicles in Violation of this Section. Junk 
motor vehicles are subject to impoundment as pro-
vided for in Chapter 11.30 SMC in addition to any 
other penalty provided for by law. 
(Ord. 120098 § 1, 2000: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.14.020), 1979.) 
 
11.14.270 Laned street. 
 “Laned street” means a street the roadway of 
which is divided into clearly marked lanes for traf-
fic. (RCW 46.04.260) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.470), 1979.) 
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11.14.275 Lane line. 
 “Lane line” means a solid or broken paint line or 
other marker line separating lanes of traffic mov-
ing in the same direction. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.450), 1979.) 
 
11.14.277 Legal holidays. 
 The following are legal holidays: Sunday; the 
first day of January, commonly called New Year’s 
Day; the third Monday of January being celebrated 
as the anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.; the twelfth day of February, being the 
anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln; the 
third Monday of February, being celebrated as the 
anniversary of the birth of George Washington; the 
last Monday of May, commonly known as Me-
morial Day; the fourth day of July, being the anni-
versary of the Declaration of Independence; the 
first Monday in September, to be known as Labor 
Day; the eleventh day of November, to be known 
as Veteran’s Day; the fourth Thursday of Novem-
ber, to be known as Thanksgiving Day; the day 
immediately following Thanksgiving Day; and the 
twenty-fifth day of December, commonly called 
Christmas Day. 
 Whenever any legal holiday, other than Sunday, 
falls upon a Sunday, the following Monday shall 
be the legal holiday. 
 Whenever any legal holiday falls upon a Satur-
day, the preceding Friday shall be the legal holi-
day. 
(Ord. 112076 § 1, 1984: Ord. 111890 § 3, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.755), 1979.) 
 
11.14.280 Limited access facility. 
 “Limited access facility” means every highway, 
street or roadway in respect to which owners or 
occupants of abutting lands and other persons have 
no legal right of access to or from the same except 
at such points only in and in such manner as may 
be determined by the public authority having juris-
diction over such highway, street or roadway. 
(UVC 1-110) (MUTCD Part 8A-2, 14) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.480), 1979.) 
 
11.14.285 Line. 
 “Line,” when referring to pavement markings, 
means a marking on a roadway which may be solid 
or broken and which is indicated by paint, buttons, 
or reflectorized markers on the pavement placed in 
continuous contact or separated by spaces. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.490), 1979.) 

 
11.14.290 Litter receptacle. 
 “Litter receptacle” means the state-approved 
litter bag or other bag, sack, or other container 
made of any material which is large enough to 
serve as a receptacle for litter inside a vehicle and 
similar in size and capacity to the state-approved 
litter bag. (RCW 70.93.020(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.493), 1979.) 
 
11.14.295 Load and unload zone. 
 “Load and unload zone” means a designated 
portion of the street or alley reserved for the use of 
vehicles for the purpose of expeditious pickup and 
loading or unloading and delivery of persons or 
property. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.495), 1979.) 
 
11.14.300 Local access traffic. 
 “Local access traffic” means motor vehicles 
having an origin or destination along a nonarterial 
street within an area bounded by arterial streets, 
except where boundaries are otherwise set by offi-
cially erected traffic-control signs or topographical 
barriers. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.497), 1979.) 
 
11.14.305 Main traveled portion of the 

road. 
 “Main traveled portion of the road” means the 
portion of the road designed for the through 
movement of vehicles, exclusive of auxiliary lanes. 
An auxiliary lane is the portion of the road adjoin-
ing the main traveled portion of the road which is 
used or can be used for the parking of vehicles. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.498), 1979.) 
 
11.14.310 Marked bicycle crossing. 
 “Marked bicycle crossing” means any portion of 
a roadway distinctly indicated for bicycle crossing 
by lines, marking, or other traffic-control devices. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.499), 1979.) 
 
11.14.315 Marked crosswalk. 
 “Marked crosswalk” means any portion of a 
roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian cross-
ing by lines or other markings on the surface the-
reof. (RCW 46.04.290) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.500), 1979.) 
 
11.14.320 Median barrier. 
 “Median barrier” means a physical barrier, a 
guard rail, or a solid yellow or cross-hatched 
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pavement marking at least eighteen (18) inches in 
width, which divides any street into two (2) or 
more roadways. (RCW 46.61.150) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.510), 1979.) 
 
11.14.325 Metal tire. 
 “Metal tire” means every tire, the bearing sur-
face of which in contact with the street is wholly or 
partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material. 
(RCW 46.04.300) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.520), 1979.) 
 
11.14.330 Mobile home. 
 “Mobile home” means a structure, transportable 
in one or more sections, which is thirty-two (32) 
body feet or more in length and is eight (8) body 
feet or more in width, and which is built on a per-
manent chassis, and designed to be used as a dwel-
ling with or without a permanent foundation when 
connected to the required utilities, and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical 
systems contained therein, except as hereinafter 
specifically excluded, and excluding modular 
homes. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.530), 1979.) 
 
11.14.335 Modular home. 
 “Modular home” means any factory-built hous-
ing designed primarily for residential occupancy 
by human beings which does not contain a perma-
nent frame and must be mounted on a permanent 
foundation. (RCW 46.04.303) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.540), 1979.) 
 
11.14.340 Motorcycle. 
 “Motorcycle” means every motor vehicle on 
which the driver sits astride the frame and which is 
designed to travel on not more than three (3) 
wheels in contact with the ground, but excluding a 
farm tractor. (RCW 46.04.330) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.550), 1979.) 
 
11.14.345 Motor-driven cycle. 
 “Motor-driven cycle” means every motorcycle, 
including every motor scooter, with a motor which 
produces not to exceed five (5) brake horsepower 
(developed by a prime mover, as measured by a 
brake applied to the driving shaft), and every bi-
cycle with motor attached. (RCW 46.04.332) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.560), 1979.) 
 

11.14.350 Motor homes. 
 “Motor homes” means motor vehicles originally 
designed, reconstructed, or permanently altered to 
provide facilities for human habitation. (RCW 
46.04.305) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.520), 1979.) 
 
11.14.355 Motor truck or truck. 
 “Motor truck” or “truck” means any motor ve-
hicle designed or used for the transportation of 
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight or an-
imals. (RCW 46.04.310) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.580), 1979.) 
 
11.14.360 Motor vehicle. 
 “Motor vehicle” means every vehicle which is 
self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled 
by electric power obtained from overhead trolley 
wires, but not operated upon rails. (RCW 
46.04.320) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.590), 1979.) 
 
11.14.365 Motor vehicle wrecker. 
 “Motor vehicle wrecker” means every person, 
firm, partnership, association or corporation en-
gaged in the business of buying, selling or dealing 
in vehicles of a type required to be licensed under 
the laws of this state, for the purpose of wrecking, 
dismantling, disassembling or substantially chang-
ing the form of any motor vehicle, or who buys or 
sells integral secondhand parts of component ma-
terial thereof in whole or in part, and deals in se-
condhand motor vehicle parts. (RCW 46.80.010) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.595), 1979.) 
 
11.14.370 Muffler. 
 “Muffler” means a device consisting of a series 
of chambers, or other mechanical designs for the 
purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an internal 
combustion engine and effective in reducing noise 
resulting therefrom. (RCW 46.04.40) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.600), 1979.) 
 
11.14.375 Multiple lane street. 
 “Multiple lane street” means any street the 
roadway of which is of sufficient width to accom-
modate reasonably two (2) or more separate lanes 
of vehicular traffic in the same direction, each lane 
of which shall be not less than eight (8) feet in 
width, and whether or not such lanes are marked. 
(RCW 46.04.350) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.610), 1979.) 
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11.14.380 Nonresident. 
 “Nonresident” means any person whose resi-
dence is outside the state of Washington and who 
is temporarily sojourning within the state. (RCW 
46.04.360) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.620), 1979.) 
 
11.14.385 No-passing zone. 
 “No-passing zone” means the portion of the 
length of a roadway indicated by a sign and/or: 
 A. A double centerline consisting of a broken 
yellow line and a solid yellow line when a vehicle 
is being driven adjacent to the solid line; or 
 B. A double centerline consisting of two (2) 
solid yellow lines. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.630), 1979.) 
 
11.14.390 Official foreign career consul 

vehicle. 
 “Official foreign career consul vehicle” means a 
vehicle that bears consular corps license plates 
with foreign exempt tabs, which are issued by the 
Department of Licensing. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.640), 1979.) 
 
11.14.395 Official time standard. 
 “Official time standard” means standard time or 
daylight saving time, whichever is in current use as 
authorized by law. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.650), 1979.) 
 
11.14.400 Operator or driver. 
 “Operator” or “driver” means every person who 
drives or is in actual physical control of a vehicle. 
(RCW 46.04.370) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.660), 1979.) 
 
11.14.403 Other biological or technical 

device. 
 “Other biological or technical device” means 
any device meeting the standards of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration or the 
Washington State Patrol, designed to prevent the 
operation of a motor vehicle by a person who is 
impaired by alcohol or drugs. (RCW 46.04.215) 
(Ord. 119189 § 3, 1998.) 
 
11.14.405 Owner. 
 “Owner” means a person who has a lawful right 
of possession of a vehicle by reason of obtaining it 
by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance or 
legal action whether or not the vehicle is subject to 
a security interest and means registered owner 

where the reference to owner may be construed as 
either to registered or legal owner. (RCW 
46.04.380) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.670), 1979.) 
 
11.14.410 Parade. 
 A parade is any organized movement or march 
of persons and/or things which requires the closure 
of streets to prevent a conflict with the regular flow 
of vehicular traffic, but does not include use of the 
streets in a single location pursuant to a street use 
permit issued pursuant to the Street Use Ordinance 
(90047).1 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.675), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Street Use Ordinance provisions on permits are 

codified in Chapter 15.04 of this Code. 

 
11.14.415 Park or parking. 
 “Park” or “parking” means the standing of a ve-
hicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than 
temporarily for the purpose of and while actually 
engaged in loading or unloading property or pas-
sengers. (RCW 46.04.381) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.680), 1979.) 
 
11.14.420 Park at an angle or angle park. 
 “Park at an angle” or “angle park” means the 
parking of a vehicle at an angle between five de-
grees (5 ) and ninety degrees (90 ) to the curb. 
“Back-in” angle parking means the parking of a 
vehicle with the front of the vehicle toward the 
roadway and “front-in” angle parking means the 
parking of a vehicle with the rear of the vehicle 
toward the roadway. 
(Ord. 110967 §1, 1983: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.690), 1979.) 
 
11.14.425 Parking meter. 
 “Parking meter” means any mechanical device 
placed or erected adjacent to a parking space, 
which, after deposit of specified coinage and acti-
vation of the timer where required measures the 
period of time that occupancy of such parking 
space is allowed. 
(Ord. 110956 § 1, 1982: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.700), 1979.) 
 
11.14.430 Passenger load zone. 
 “Passenger load zone” means a place reserved 
on the street for the exclusive use of vehicles while 
receiving or discharging passengers. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.705), 1979.) 
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11.14.435 Path. 
 “Path” means any constructed trail which has 
been designed for the use of pedestrians, eques-
trians or bicyclists. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.707), 1979.) 
 
11.14.440 Peace officer. 
 “Peace officer” means any officer, including 
police officers, authorized by law to execute crim-
inal process or to make arrests for the violation of 
the regulations generally or of any particular regu-
lation relative to the highways of the state or to the 
streets or alleys of the City. (RCW 46.04.391) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.710), 1979.) 
 
11.14.445 Pedestrian. 
 “Pedestrian” means any person afoot or in a 
wheelchair, whether motorized or not. (RCW 
46.04.400) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.715), 1979.) 
 
11.14.450 Pedestrian zone. 
 “Pedestrian zone” means the area or space offi-
cially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive 
use of pedestrians and which is protected or is 
marked or indicated by painted marks, signs, but-
tons, standards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly 
discernible. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.717), 1979.) 
 
11.14.455 Pedicab. 
 “Pedicab” means a non-motor-driven wheeled 
device designed for carrying passengers, which is 
for hire, the motive power of which is furnished by 
a person or persons peddling such device. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.720), 1979.) 
 
11.14.460 Person. 
 “Person” means every natural person, firm, co-
partnership, corporation, association, or organiza-
tion, whether acting by self or by agent. (RCW 
46.04.405) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.725), 1979.) 
 
11.14.465 Physical barrier. 
 “Physical barrier” means a continuous raised 
barrier, raised median island or curb installed in a 
roadway. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.728), 1979.) 
 

11.14.470 Planted area. 
 “Planted area” means that portion of street or 
alley that is planted or landscaped and maintained 
in a well-defined manner. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.730), 1979.) 
 
11.14.475 Planting strip. 
 “Planting strip” means that portion of street ly-
ing between the constructed curb and the property 
line exclusive of the sidewalk area: Provided, that 
if there is no constructed curb, then “planting strip” 
means that portion of the street lying between a 
constructed sidewalk and the property line: Pro-
vided further, that if there is no constructed curb or 
constructed sidewalk, there is no “planting strip.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.735), 1979.) 
 
11.14.480 Pneumatic tires. 
 “Pneumatic tires” means every tire of rubber or 
other resilient material designed to be inflated with 
compressed air or other gas to support the load 
thereon. (RCW 46.04.410) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.740), 1979.) 
 
11.14.485 Private carrier bus. 
 “Private carrier bus” means every motor vehicle 
designed for the purpose of carrying passengers 
(having a seating capacity for eleven (11) or more 
persons) used regularly to transport persons in fur-
therance of any organized agricultural, religious or 
charitable purpose. Such term does not include 
buses operated by common carriers under a fran-
chise granted by the City or the Washington Public 
Utilities Commission. (RCW 46.04.416) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.750), 1979.) 
 
11.14.490 Proof of financial responsibility 

for the future. 
 “Proof of financial responsibility for the future” 
means proof of ability to respond in damages for 
liability, on account of accidents occurring subse-
quent to the effective date of said proof, arising out 
of the ownership, maintenance or use of a vehicle 
of a type subject to registration under the laws of 
this state, in the amount of Twenty-five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000.00) because of bodily injury to or 
death of one (1) person in any one (1) accident, 
and, subject to said limit for one (1) person, in the 
amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) 
because of bodily injury to or death of two (2) or 
more persons in any one (1) accident, and in the 
amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) be-
cause of injury to or destruction of property of oth-
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ers in any one (1) accident. Whenever used in this 
title the terms “proof of financial responsibility” or 
“proof” shall be synonymous with the term “proof 
of financial responsibility for the future.” (RCW 
46.29.260). 
(Ord. 117155 § 2, 1994.) 
 
11.14.495 Public scale. 
 “Public scale” means every scale under public 
or private ownership which is certified as to its 
accuracy and which is available for public weigh-
ing of motor vehicles. (RCW 46.04.435) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.760), 1979.) 
 
11.14.500 Pushcart. 
 “Pushcart” means every nonmotorized device 
capable of being pushed or drawn by human power 
upon a street or alley and in, upon, or by which any 
property is or may be transported upon a street or 
alley. (RCW 46.04.670) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.765), 1979.) 
 
11.14.505 Railroad. 
 “Railroad” means a carrier of persons or proper-
ty upon vehicles operated upon stationary rails, the 
route of which is principally outside incorporated 
cities and towns. (RCW 46.04.440) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.770), 1979.) 
 
11.14.510 Railroad sign or signal. 
 “Railroad sign or signal” means any sign, signal 
or device erected by authority of a public body or 
official or by a railroad and intended to give notice 
of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach 
of a railroad train. (RCW 46.04.450) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.775), 1979.) 
 
11.14.515 Restricted parking zone. 
 “Restricted parking zone” means a portion of 
the street commonly used for vehicular parking, 
which except as to vehicles displaying a card or 
decal issued pursuant to RCW 46.16.380 is: 
 A. Reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles 
owned or used by residents of the abutting proper-
ty and/or in the discretion of the Board, residents 
in the prescribed vicinity and vehicles used by 
their visitors; and service vehicles of persons hav-
ing business in the street or with abutting or nearby 
residents; 
 B. Reserved for such exclusive use during cer-
tain hours; or 
 C. Subject to time limits that apply to parking 
of all vehicles except vehicles owned or used by 

such residents, or their visitors, or service vehicles 
of persons having business in the street or with the 
residents. 
(Ord. 108354 § 5, 1979: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.782), 1979.) 
 
11.14.520 Revoke. 
 “Revoke,” in all its forms, means the invalida-
tion for a period of one (1) calendar year and the-
reafter until reissue. (RCW 46.04.480) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.785), 1979.) 
 
11.14.525 Right-of-way. 
 “Right-of-way” means the right of one (1) ve-
hicle, bicycle, pedestrian or device to proceed in a 
lawful manner in preference to another vehicle, 
bicycle, pedestrian or device approaching under 
such circumstances of direction, speed, and prox-
imity as to give rise to the possibility of collision 
unless one (1) grants precedence to the other. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.790), 1979.) 
 
11.14.530 Roadway. 
 “Roadway” means that portion of a highway 
improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicu-
lar travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder 
even though such sidewalk or shoulder is used by 
persons riding bicycles. In the event a highway 
includes two (2) or more separated roadways, the 
term “roadway” shall refer to any such roadway 
separately but shall not refer to all such roadways 
collectively. (RCW 46.04.500) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.795), 1979.) 
 
11.14.532 Roadway construction zone. 
 “Roadway construction zone” means an area 
where construction, repair, or maintenance work is 
being conducted by public employees or private 
contractors on or adjacent to any public roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.527(1)) 
(Ord. 11901 § 1, 1998.) 
 
11.14.535 School bus. 
 “School bus” means every motor vehicle used 
regularly to transport children to and from school 
or in connection with school activities, which is 
subject to the requirements set forth in the most 
recent edition of “Specifications for School Buses” 
published by the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, but does not include buses operated by 
common carriers in urban transportation of school 
children. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.800), 1979.) 
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11.14.540 School loading zone. 
 “School loading zone” means an area or space 
officially set apart within a roadway for the exclu-
sive act of loading or unloading passengers adja-
cent to a school and within which vehicles with 
drivers may stand for reasonable periods of time 
while waiting for the passengers. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.805), 1979.) 
 
11.14.545 School patrol. 
 “School patrol” means a student appointed from 
the student body of any public or private school or 
institution of learning by the superintendent of 
schools for the Seattle School District or officer or 
board performing like functions with respect to 
private schools or institutions of learning, who 
wears a uniform and other appropriate insignia, 
and who may display “stop” or other proper traffic 
directional signs or signals at school crossings or 
other points where school children are crossing or 
are about to cross a street or alley. (RCW 
46.61.385) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.810), 1979.) 
 
11.14.550 Semitrailer. 
 “Semitrailer” means every vehicle without mo-
tive power designed to be drawn by a motor ve-
hicle or truck tractor or so constructed that an ap-
preciable part of its weight and that of its load rests 
upon and is carried by such motor vehicle or truck 
tractor. (RCW 46.04.530) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.820), 1979.) 
 
11.14.555 Service parking. 
 “Service parking” means the use of parking 
space while rendering service in cleaning, painting, 
adjusting, or making minor repairs or replacements 
in or to buildings or building equipment or to pub-
lic utilities in the vicinity of the service parking 
space. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.825), 1979.) 
 
11.14.560 Service parking meter hood. 
 “Service parking meter hood” means a device 
issued pursuant to this subtitle (Chapter 11.26) for 
use in conjunction with a service parking permit to 
cover a parking meter while the parking space is 
being utilized for service parking. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.830), 1979.) 
 

11.14.565 Shoulder. 
 “Shoulder” means the area between the roadway 
edge and the sidewalk on the portion of a street 
where there are no constructed curbs, but shall not 
include a planted area. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.833), 1979.) 
 
11.14.570 Sidewalk. 
 “Sidewalk” means that area between the cur-
blines or the lateral edge lines of a roadway and 
the adjacent property, intended for the use of pede-
strians or such portion of private property parallel 
and in proximity to a street or alley and dedicated 
to use by pedestrians. For the purposes of this sub-
title, there is always deemed to be a sidewalk not 
less than three (3) feet in width, whether actually 
constructed or not, on each side of each street ex-
cept where there is less than three (3) feet between 
the edge of the roadway and a physical obstruction 
which prohibits reasonable use by pedestrians. The 
sidewalk is located where constructed, or if not 
constructed, adjacent to the property line or as 
close thereto as can reasonably be used by pede-
strians; provided, that no sidewalk shall be deemed 
to exist on private property unless it is actually 
constructed. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.835), 1979.) 
 
11.14.575 Sightseeing bus or charter bus. 
 A. “Sightseeing bus” means every motor ve-
hicle having a seating capacity of nine (9) or more 
passengers used for sightseeing purposes over a 
fixed or defined route of travel and charging a sum 
certain for each trip. 
 B. “Charter bus” means every motor vehicle, 
not continuously operated over a fixed route, that 
has a seating capacity of nine (9) passengers or 
more, as per manufacturer’s rating, and is for hire 
by a person or persons, by charter, for their exclu-
sive use, the consideration for which and the points 
of origin and destination are determined at the time 
of chartering. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.838), 1979.) 
 
11.14.577 Sign. 
 “Sign” means any outdoor sign, device, placard, 
poster, or pavement marking which is officially 
posted, installed or marked on any City street or 
alley. 
(Ord. 110967 § 2, 1983.) 
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11.14.580 Solid tire. 
 “Solid tire” means every tire of rubber or other 
resilient material which does not depend upon in-
flation with compressed air for the support of the 
load thereon. (RCW 46.04.550) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.840), 1979.) 
 
11.14.585 Special mobile equipment. 
 “Special mobile equipment” means every ve-
hicle not designed or used primarily for the trans-
portation of persons or property and only inciden-
tally operated or moved over a street or alley, in-
cluding but not limited to: ditchdigging apparatus, 
well-boring apparatus and road construction and 
maintenance machinery such as asphalt spreaders, 
bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors other 
than truck tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, fi-
nishing machines, motor graders, road rollers, sca-
rifiers, earth-moving carryalls and scrapers, power 
shovels and drag lines, and self-propelled cranes 
and earth-moving equipment. The term does not 
include house trailers, dump trucks, truck-mounted 
transit mixers, cranes or shovels or other vehicles 
designed for the transportation of persons or prop-
erty to which machinery has been attached. (RCW 
46.04.552) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.845), 1979.) 
 
11.14.590 Stage. 
 “Stage” means any motor vehicle used for the 
purpose of carrying passengers, together with inci-
dental baggage and freight or either, on a regular 
schedule of time and rates; provided, that no motor 
vehicle shall be considered to be a stage where 
substantially the entire route traveled by such ve-
hicle is within the corporate limits of the City. 
(RCW 46.04.050) 
(Ord. 108200 § 1(11.14.855), 1979.) 
 
11.14.595 Stand or standing. 
 “Stand or standing” means the halting of a ve-
hicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than 
temporarily for the purpose of, and while actually 
engaged in, receiving or discharging passengers. 
(RCW 46.04.555) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.850), 1979.) 
 
11.14.597 State Commission on Equipment. 
 References to the “State Commission on 
Equipment” or the “Commission on Equipment” 
shall mean the Washington State Patrol. 
(Ord. 113906 § 4, 1988.) 
 

11.14.600 Stinger steered. 
 “Stinger steered” means a tractor and semitrailer 
combination which has the coupling connecting 
the semitrailer to the tractor located to the rear of 
the centerline of the rear axle of the tractor. (RCW 
46.44.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.860), 1979.) 
 
11.14.605 Stop. 
 “Stop” when required, means cessation of 
movement. (RCW 46.04.565) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.865), 1979.) 
 
11.14.610 Stop or stopping. 
 “Stop” or “stopping” when prohibited, means 
any halting even momentarily of a vehicle, wheth-
er occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid 
conflict with other traffic or when in compliance 
with the direction of a peace officer or traffic-
control sign or signal. (RCW 46.04.566) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.870), 1979.) 
 
11.14.615 Street or City street. 
 “Street” or “City street” means every highway, 
or part thereof located within the corporate limits 
of Seattle, except alleys. (RCW 46.04.120) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.875), 1979.) 
 
11.14.617 Streetcar. 
 “Streetcar” means a single car vehicle, other 
than a train, which is owned and operated by The 
City of Seattle or the Municipality of Metropolitan 
Seattle for the purpose of transporting persons or 
property on a fixed route within the City upon sta-
tionary rails at or below street grades. 
(Ord. 110566 § 1, 1982.) 
 
11.14.620 Suspend. 
 “Suspend,” in all its forms, means invalidation 
for any period less than one (1) calendar year and 
thereafter until reinstatement. (RCW 46.04.580) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.880), 1979.) 
 
11.14.625 Switching. 
 “Switching” means the starting and stopping, 
coupling and uncoupling and/or moving back and 
forth of engines, trains, or parts of trains on, or 
across any street or alley. (Tacoma 9.14.040) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.883), 1979.) 
 
11.14.630 Taxicab. 
 “Taxicab” means and includes every motor ve-
hicle having a seating capacity of nine (9) passen-
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gers or less, as per manufacturer’s rating, used for 
the transportation of passengers for hire, and not 
operated exclusively over a fixed and defined 
route. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.885), 1979.) 
 
11.14.635 Taxicab stand. 
 “Taxicab stand” means that portion of a street or 
alley set aside and properly marked as a place 
where taxicabs may lawfully park or angle-park 
while awaiting employment. 
(Ord. 108200 § 1(11.14.890), 1979.) 
 
11.14.640 Tow-away zone. 
 “Tow-away zone” means a portion of a street or 
alley that is signed or marked as a “tow-away 
zone.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.900), 1979.) 
 
11.14.645 Traffic. 
 “Traffic” includes pedestrians, bicycles, ridden 
or herded animals, vehicles, and other con-
veyances, either singly or together while using any 
street, alley, or public path, for purposes of travel. 
(RCW 46.04.590) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.910), 1979.) 
 
11.14.650 Traffic-control devices. 
 “Traffic-control devices” means all signs, sig-
nals, markings, curb markings, cross-hatchings, 
buttons and other devices officially placed or 
erected for the purpose of regulating, warning or 
guiding traffic. (RCW 46.04.611) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.920), 1979.) 
 
11.14.655 Traffic-control signal. 
 “Traffic-control signal” means any traffic de-
vice, whether manually, electrically or mechanical-
ly operated, by which traffic alternately is directed 
to stop or proceed, or otherwise controlled. (RCW 
46.04.600) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.915), 1979.) 
 
11.14.660 Trailer. 
 “Trailer” means any vehicle without motive 
power designed to be drawn by or used in conjunc-
tion with a motor vehicle constructed so that no 
appreciable part of its weight rests upon or is car-
ried by such motor vehicle. (RCW 46.04.620) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.925), 1979.) 
 

11.14.665 Train. 
 “Train” means a vehicle, other than a streetcar, 
propelled by steam, electricity, or other motive 
power with or without cars coupled thereto, oper-
ated upon stationary rails. 
(Ord. 110566 § 2, 1982: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.930), 1979.) 
 
11.14.670 Transit coach. 
 “Transit coach” includes every vehicle designed 
for carrying more than ten (10) persons and used 
for the transportation of persons by King County’s 
Metro Transit, Snohomish County’s Community 
Transit, Pierce County’s Pierce Transit and the 
Regional Transit Authority. 
(Ord. 119011 § 2, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.14.935), 1979.) 
 
11.14.675 Truck. 
 See “Motor truck or truck.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.945), 1979.) 
 
11.14.680 Truck load zone. 
 “Truck load zone” means a designated portion 
of the street or alley reserved for the exclusive use 
of truck-licensed commercial vehicles during the 
unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of 
property. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.950), 1979.) 
 
11.14.685 Truck tractor. 
 “Truck tractor” means every motor vehicle de-
signed and used primarily for drawing other ve-
hicles and not so constructed as to carry a load 
other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and 
load so drawn. (RCW 46.04.650) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.955), 1979.) 
 
11.14.690 Two (2) way left-turn lane. 
 “Two (2) way left-turn lane” means a lane near 
the center of the roadway set aside for use by ve-
hicles making left turns in both directions from or 
into the roadway. (RCW 46.61.290(3)(a)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.960), 1979.) 
 
11.14.695 Uncontrolled intersection. 
 “Uncontrolled intersection,” means an intersec-
tion where the right-of-way is not controlled by a 
stop sign, yield sign, or traffic signal. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.965), 1979.) 
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11.14.700 Unicycle. 
 “Unicycle” means and includes a single-
wheeled device which has a saddle or seat or seats, 
and is propelled by human power, via pedals. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.970), 1979.) 
 
11.14.703 Passenger car. 
 “Passenger car” means every motor vehicle ex-
cept motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, de-
signed for carrying ten (10) passengers or less. 
(Ord. 114251 § 6(part), 1988.) 
 
11.14.705 U turn. 
 “U turn” means turning a vehicle within the 
roadway to permit travel in the opposite direction 
on the same street. (RCW 46.61.295) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.975), 1979.) 
 
11.14.710 Vehicle. 
 “Vehicle” means every device capable of being 
moved upon a street or alley and in, upon, or by 
which any person or property is or may be trans-
ported or drawn upon a street or alley, including 
bicycles. The term does not include devices other 
than bicycles moved by human or animal power or 
used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. A 
bicycle shall not be considered a vehicle for pur-
poses of Section 11.22.025. (RCW 46.04.670) 
(Ord. 120885 § 1, 2002: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.14.980), 1979.) 
 
11.14.715 Way open to the public. 
 “Way open to the public” means any road, alley, 
lane, parking area, path, or any place, private or 
otherwise, adapted to and fitted for travel, that is in 
common use by the public with the consent, ex-
pressed or implied, of the owner or owners, and 
further shall mean public playgrounds, school-
grounds, recreation grounds, parks, parkways, park 
drives, park paths and wharves, station grounds, 
and rights-of-way open to the use of the public. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.14.985), 1979.) 
 
Cases: A privately owned paved parking lot on a major intersection with 

easy access to both adjoining streets came within the definition of a “way 

open to the public.” City of Seattle v. Tolliver, 31 Wn.App. 299, 641 

P.2d 719 (1982). 
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11.16.400 Official foreign career consul 
vehicle—Parking space 
allocation. 

11.16.420 Official foreign career consul 
vehicle—Director of 
Transportation’s functions. 

11.16.440 School patrol authorized. 
11.16.460 School patrol and adult school 

crossing supervisors— 
Authority. 

11.16.480 City Director of Executive 
Administration to collect 
parking meter revenue. 

 
11.16.020 Police Department authority. 
 It is the function of the Police Department to 
enforce this subtitle and all of the State Motor Ve-
hicle Laws applicable to traffic and trains in this 
City, to make arrests and/or issue citations for traf-
fic offenses, to cooperate with the Director of 
Transportation and other officers of the City in the 
administration of the traffic laws and in developing 
ways and means to improve traffic conditions, and 
to carry out those functions specially imposed 
upon the Police Department by this subtitle and 
other traffic ordinances of this City. 
(Ord. 118409 § 10, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.020), 1979.) 
 
11.16.040 Police authorization. 
 Officers of the Police Department and such of-
ficers as are assigned by the Chief of Police are 
authorized to direct all traffic by voice, hand or 
signal in conformance with the provisions of this 
subtitle: Provided, that in the event of a fire or oth-
er emergency or to expedite traffic or to safeguard 
pedestrians, officers of the Police Department may 
direct traffic as conditions may require, notwith-
standing the provisions of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.040), 1979.) 
 
11.16.060 Fire Department authorization. 
 Officers of the Fire Department, when at the 
scene of a fire, may direct or assist the police in 
directing traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity 
as conditions may require notwithstanding the pro-
visions of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.060), 1979.) 
 
11.16.080 Collision investigation. 
 It shall be the function of the Police Department, 
assisted by other agencies, to investigate traffic 
collisions, to arrest and/or issue citations, and to 

assist in the prosecution of those persons charged 
with violations of law causing or contributing to 
such collisions. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.080), 1979.) 
 
11.16.100 Peace officers present at collision 

to report. 
 Any peace officer of the City present at the 
scene of any collision or in possession of any facts 
concerning any collision, whether by way of offi-
cial investigation or otherwise, shall make report 
thereof in the same manner as required of the par-
ties to such collision and as fully as the facts in his 
possession concerning such collision will permit. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.100), 1979.) 
 
11.16.120 Director of Transportation—

Authority. 
 The Director of Transportation is authorized: 
 A. To increase the maximum speed allowed 
upon arterial streets; 
 B. To declare a minimum speed limit which 
shall be effective when appropriate signs giving 
notice thereof are erected when it is determined 
that slow speeds on any part of an arterial street 
unreasonably impede the normal movement of 
traffic; 
 C. To make recommendations to the City 
Council for parking meter rates within parking me-
ter zones and for fees for permits issued pursuant 
to this subtitle; 
 D. To determine the maximum load limits on 
all streets, alleys, bridges or elevated structures in 
the City; 
 E. To adopt a Traffic Control Manual for In-
street Work; 
 F. To establish, revise or abolish restricted 
parking zones. A decision to establish, or to refuse 
to establish, a restricted parking zone is subject to 
review or reconsideration pursuant to SMC Section 
11.16.317 B; 
 G. To promulgate rules and regulations for the 
use of restricted parking zones, and the issuance or 
revocation of permits in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Administrative Code (SMC Chapter 
3.02). 
(Ord. 118409 § 11, 1996: Ord. 118369 § 1, 1996: 
Ord. 115995 § 1, 1991: Ord. 113240 § 2, 1986: 
Ord. 108354 § 3, 1979: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.16.120), 1979.) 
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11.16.122 Authority to close certain areas 
under bridges, viaducts, and 
overpasses. 

 A. The Director of Transportation is autho-
rized, in accordance with the Administrative Code 
(Chapter 3.02), to close off from entry or use by 
the public any public place under the structure of a 
bridge, viaduct or overpass, other than a roadway 
as defined in Section 11.14.530 or a paved pede-
strian walkway, whenever and for as long as the 
Director deems closure of the area to be necessary 
in order to preserve the public peace, accommo-
date construction or maintenance work, prevent 
injury to the public, or respond to any identified 
danger to the public health or safety. 
 B. Upon ordering its closure, the Director shall 
cause the area to be enclosed with fencing, or post-
ed with “no admittance” or “no trespassing” signs, 
or both enclosed and posted. 
(Ord. 118409 § 12, 1996: Ord. 116538 § 1(part), 
1993.) 
 
11.16.125 Director of Transportation—

Authority—Street and alley 
closures. 

 The Director of Transportation is authorized: 
 A. To close, or authorize closure, of any street 
or alley or portion thereof to any or all traffic pur-
suant to the provisions of this subtitle; 
 B. To close or authorize closure of any alley 
for entry or travel by the general public in order to 
make repairs or maintenance of the street; to ac-
commodate construction on abutting properties or 
of utilities in the alley or a special use of an abutter 
under permit; to protect the public from a health or 
sanitation hazard, a hazard or obstruction in the 
alley or an unsafe structure on abutting property; 
or based on a recommendation of the Chief of Po-
lice that such a closure is necessary in order to 
prevent criminal activity occurring in or emanating 
from the alley. Unless otherwise ordered, the alley 
shall remain open to access by the following per-
sons: owners and occupants of the abutting proper-
ties and their guests; agents of utilities with facili-
ties in the alley or serving the abutting properties; 
government employees and emergency personnel 
in the performance of their duties; and permittees 
under a street use permit issued pursuant to Title 
15. Upon ordering the closure, the Director shall 
cause the area to be posted with signs or barricades 
stating the hours of closure; 
 C. To designate any streets for one (1) way 
traffic and the required direction of such traffic. 

(Ord. 118409 § 13, 1996: Ord. 118369 § 2, 1996; 
Ord. 116871 § 1, 1993: Ord. 115995 § 2, 1991.) 
 
11.16.170 Traffic Engineer—Appointment. 
 The Director of Transportation, or a designee, 
shall appoint a City Traffic Engineer who shall be 
a registered professional engineer, and who shall 
be directly responsible to and supervised by the 
Director of Transportation or the Director’s desig-
nee. 
(Ord. 118409 § 14, 1996: Ord. 118003 § 2, 1996.) 
 
11.16.180 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Studies. 
 It shall be the function of the Traffic Engineer 
under the supervision of the Director of Transpor-
tation to: 
 A. Conduct studies of traffic and transportation 
impacts including but not limited to noise pollu-
tion, air pollution, and community disruption; 
 B. Conduct studies of traffic, traffic collisions, 
congestion and other conditions affecting the safe 
and convenient use of the street and alleys; 
 C. Collect facts regarding the effect and opera-
tion of regulations controlling street or alley traf-
fic; 
 D. Study means for the facilitation of traffic 
along existing routes; 
 E. Make traffic surveys; 
 F. Prepare traffic-flow maps; 
 G. Conduct studies of the utilization of street or 
alley curb space; 
 H. Conduct such other similar studies relating 
to traffic and transportation as may be requested by 
the Director of Transportation. 
(Ord. 118409 § 15, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.180), 1979.) 
 
11.16.200 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Records. 
 It is the function of the Traffic Engineer under 
the supervision of the Director of Transportation to 
keep records of: 
 A. Traffic collisions; 
 B. Traffic volume; 
 C. Traffic-control devices; 
 D. Street curb space utilization. 
(Ord. 118409 § 16, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.200), 1979.) 
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11.16.220 Traffic Engineer—Authority—
Annual report. 

 The Traffic Engineer shall prepare an annual 
traffic and transportation report containing infor-
mation on traffic conditions with particular refer-
ence to number of traffic collisions, number of per-
sons killed and injured, other traffic collision data 
and traffic trends throughout the City. This report 
shall be submitted to the Director of Transportation 
who shall file copies with the Mayor, the City 
Council, and the Chief of Police. 
(Ord. 118409 § 17, 1996: Ord. 115995 § 3, 1991: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.220), 1979.) 
 
11.16.240 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Review and recommend. 
 It shall be the function of the Traffic Engineer 
under the supervision of the Director of Transpor-
tation to: 
 A. Review and make recommendations on all 
applications for street vacations, rezones, va-
riances, conditional use permits and plats with re-
spect to the effect on traffic and transportation; 
 B. Review and make recommendations on all 
designs, drawings and plans prepared by any de-
partment or agency of the City for the construction, 
major modification or location of any public build-
ing, park, or recreational area, or other structure 
which may affect the movement of traffic; 
 C. Recommend and review plans for traffic and 
transportation improvements; 
 D. Prepare and approve traffic-control layout 
and detour plans; 
 E. Review and make recommendations regard-
ing Metropolitan King County Transit routes in the 
City; 
 F. Review and make recommendations con-
cerning pedicab and horse carriage routes; 
 G. Review and make recommendations con-
cerning all applications for all building permits 
except in single-family SF and multi-family, Lo-
wrise 1 (L1) zones regarding facilitation of traffic 
with respect to new or existing driveways; 
 H. Review and make recommendations con-
cerning all applications for commercial driveways 
regarding facilitation of traffic with respect to the 
size, number and location of such commercial 
driveways. 
(Ord. 118409 § 18, 1996: Ord. 112421 § 1, 1985; 
Ord. 108200 § 2 (11.16.240), 1979.) 
 

11.16.280 Traffic Engineer—Authority—
Special zones. 

 Consistent with Section 11.23.420, the Traffic 
Engineer is authorized under the supervision of the 
Director of Transportation to: 
 A. Determine the location of and establish 
stage zones and bus zones; 
 B. Determine the location of and establish 
truck load and commercial load zones where prac-
ticable, when upon investigation it appears that 
there are no alley entrances or other similar means 
of approach to buildings or property and that con-
gested traffic conditions require such zones for the 
purpose of loading or unloading, and in each case 
to fix the hours during which such zones shall be 
maintained open for the purpose for which the 
same are intended; 
 C. Determine the location of and establish pas-
senger load zones and in each case to fix the hours 
during which such zones shall be maintained open 
for the purpose for which the same are intended; 
 D. Determine the location of and establish tax-
icab, pedicab and other for-hire car stands; 
 E. Determine the location of and establish pe-
destrian zones; 
 F. Determine the location of and establish oth-
er special zones for the purpose and in accordance 
with the criteria specified in this section; 
 G. Make surveys and recommendations with 
respect to the Stadium Event Restricted Parking 
Zone, process applications for parking in the zone, 
issue decals or other authorizations for such park-
ing, and delegate to the University of Washington 
or deputize its staff to receive applications and de-
liver such permits. 
(Ord. 118409 § 19, 1996: Ord. 114251 § 2, 1988: 
Ord. 112988 § 3, 1986; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.280), 1979.) 
 
11.16.300 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Parking. 
 The Traffic Engineer is authorized under the 
supervision of the Director of Transportation to: 
 A. Determine upon what streets or alleys or 
portions thereof vehicles shall be angle parked, as 
distinguished from parallel parked, and shall indi-
cate the same by marks or signs placed in such 
streets or alleys, or portions thereof; 
 B. Determine the location of and establish 
time-limit regulations for parking; 
 C. Determine upon what streets or alleys or 
portions thereof stopping, standing or parking of 
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vehicles shall be prohibited at certain times, or en-
tirely; 
 D. Establish parking metered areas and the time 
limit for parking therein; order installation or re-
moval of parking meters where it is determined 
upon the basis of an engineering and traffic inves-
tigation that the installation or removal of parking 
meters shall be necessary to aid in the regulation, 
control, and inspection of the parking of vehicles; 
and designate the parking space adjacent to each 
parking meter for which such meter is to be used 
by appropriate markings upon the pavement and/or 
the curb. Each parking meter shall be so designed, 
constructed, installed and set, that upon the expira-
tion of the time period registered by the deposit of 
one or more coins of United States currency, it will 
indicate by a mechanical or electronic operation 
and the display of an appropriate signal that the 
lawful parking period has expired, and during said 
period of time and prior to the expiration thereof, 
will indicate the interval of time which remains of 
such period. Each parking meter shall bear thereon 
a legend indicating the days and hours when the 
requirement to deposit coins therein shall apply, 
the value of the coins to be deposited, and the li-
mited period of time for which parking is lawfully 
permitted in the parking space adjacent to which 
the meter is located; 
 E. Make surveys and recommendations with 
respect to restricted parking zones, process appli-
cations for parking in restricted parking zones, and 
implement rules and regulations for the use of re-
stricted parking zones and the issuance, use, and 
revocation of permits. 
(Ord. 118409 § 20, 1996: Ord. 115995 § 4, 1991; 
Ord. 108354 § 5, 1979: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.300), 1979.) 
 
11.16.310 Traffic Engineer—Carpool 

parking. 
 A. The Traffic Engineer shall perform or cause 
to be performed an impact analysis, including 
where appropriate, origin/destination and turnover 
studies, of the preferential use of on-street parking 
spaces by certified carpool vehicles, and pursuant 
to such analysis, the Traffic Engineer, under the 
supervision of the Director of Transportation, shall 
designate and establish on-street parking spaces for 
such use under a flexible system for such designa-
tion and establishment to allow for changing uses 
of adjacent land and for changing parking de-
mands. 

 B. The use and effects of such preferential 
parking shall be monitored and evaluated by the 
Traffic Engineer and periodic reports shall be pro-
vided to the City Council. 
 C. The Director of Transportation shall imple-
ment and collect carpool parking fees established 
from time to time by ordinance. 
(Ord. 118409 § 21, 1996: Ord. 118278 §§ 2, 3, 
1996; Ord. 115995 § 5, 1991; Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.16.310), 1979.) 
 
11.16.315 Authority for, administration of, 

restricted parking zones. 
 A. The Director of Transportation may estab-
lish a restricted parking zone, consistent with Sec-
tion 11.16.317 and according to the Policies and 
Procedures Concerning the Implementation of Res-
idential Parking Zones. A restricted parking zone 
may have one (1) or more of the following provi-
sions: 
 1. Parking in the street is reserved for the 
exclusive use by the owners of abutting properties 
and/or residents in a prescribed vicinity; vehicles 
used by their visitors; and service vehicles of per-
sons having business in the street or with the resi-
dents; and/or 
 2. Parking in the street is reserved during 
certain posted hours for such exclusive use and 
available at all other times without restriction; 
and/or 
 3. Time limits are established for parking 
in the street which apply to all vehicles except ve-
hicles owned by or used by such residents, their 
visitors or service vehicles of persons having busi-
ness in the street or with the residents; provided, 
that each restricted parking zone shall be subject to 
review by the Director of the Transportation after 
its first six (6) months of operation. 
 B. In any restricted parking zone, the Director 
of Transportation may issue permits or other 
means of identification, maintain lists of vehicles 
owned or used by residents, or adopt any other rea-
sonable means of distinguishing, from other ve-
hicles, vehicles that may validly be parked in any 
restricted parking zone. The establishment of re-
stricted parking zones shall not limit parking of 
vehicles displaying a card or decal issued pursuant 
to RCW 46.16.381 (Disabled Person’s Parking 
Card). Restricted parking zones shall be appro-
priately signed and/or marked. 
(Ord. 118409 § 22, 1996: Ord. 117235 § 1, 1994: 
Ord. 115995 § 6, 1991: Ord. 111644 § 1, 1984: 
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Ord. 108354 § 1, 1979: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.16.315), 1979.) 
 
11.16.317 Establishing, expanding and 

reducing restricted parking 
zones. 

 A. The Director of Transportation may estab-
lish a restricted parking zone whenever seventy-
five percent (75%) or more of the capacity of the 
streets available for parking in such designated 
area is generally occupied during regular business 
hours or any consecutive eight (8) hour period dur-
ing evenings or during any consecutive eight (8) 
hour period on both Saturdays and Sundays; at 
least twenty-five percent (25%) of the vehicles 
parked on the street in the area during such hours 
are not owned by residents of the designated area; 
a petition signed by, or a survey indicating that, a 
majority of the residents in the designated area ap-
proves the restricted parking zone; and the public 
interest would be served. In cases where the crite-
ria listed above are not all met, the Director of 
Transportation is authorized to establish a re-
stricted parking zone when, in his or her judgment, 
the parking problem will be ameliorated by a re-
stricted parking zone and the public interest would 
be served. 
 B. The Director of Transportation’s decision to 
establish or not to establish a restricted parking 
zone may be subject to review or reconsideration 
within fifteen (15) days of publication in the Seat-
tle Daily Journal of Commerce and/or local news-
paper. Requests for review or reconsideration may 
be initiated by residents, business owners, or em-
ployees in the proposed RPZ. On review or recon-
sideration, the Director, or his or her designee, 
shall conduct a public hearing before the Director 
makes a final decision. Grounds for review or re-
consideration may include the validity of the 
study; the stringency of the parking restrictions; 
the boundaries of the restricted parking zone; and 
violations of Policies and Procedures Concerning 
the Implementation of Residential Parking Zones. 
 C. The Director may modify boundaries or 
hours of an existing RPZ consistent with Policies 
and Procedures Concerning the Implementation of 
Residential Parking Zones. 
 D. A restriction of parking shall first take effect 
on a street segment when it is signed or posted, 
and shall cease when the signs or posting are re-
moved pursuant to lawful order; provided, that 
vandalism or destruction of parking control signs 
shall not affect the validity of a restriction upon 

parking on any street segment designated by the 
Director of Transportation if other signs or traffic 
control devices give notice that parking in the 
street segment is restricted. 
(Ord. 118409 § 23, 1996: Ord. 118369 § 3, 1996: 
Ord. 117235 § 2, 1994: Ord. 117108 § 1, 1994: 
Ord. 115995 § 7, 1991: Ord. 113240 § 1, 1986: 
Ord. 108354 § 2, 1979: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.16.317), 1979.) 
 
11.16.319 Fees for resident identification 

permits. 
 Seattle Transportation shall collect from the re-
cipient a fee of Twenty-seven Dollars ($27.00) for 
each regular resident identification permit sticker 
issued for a two (2) year period, or for each identi-
fication of preferential parking privilege using oth-
er means except for fees stated below: 
 

Type of Permit Fee 
Temporary permit $10.00 
Guest permit as  

only permit $27.00 
Lost guest permit $10.00—$20.00 
Elderly/low-income  

permanent permit $10.00 
 
(Ord. 118409 § 24, 1996: Ord. 114251 § 3, 1988: 
Ord. 111644 § 2, 1984.) 
 
11.16.320 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Regulations. 
 The Traffic Engineer is authorized under the 
supervision of the Director of Transportation to: 
 A. Formulate traffic rules and regulations and 
laws, and make recommendations regarding the 
same; 
 B. Supervise the movement of all heavy and 
wide equipment on the streets and alleys of the 
City; 
 C. Designate and have charge of the routing 
and passenger stops of all stages entering, passing 
through or operating over the streets or alleys of 
the City; 
 D. Determine locations at which all vehicles, a 
class of vehicles, or vehicles with less than a speci-
fied number of occupants, shall either make or not 
make turns or other movements, or shall not use 
certain lanes of streets or alleys (RCW 47.52.025, 
1974); 
 E. Develop and publish a Traffic Control Ma-
nual for In-street Work which sets forth the guide-
lines for the methods and devices to be used for 
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safeguarding and controlling traffic at and near 
work in streets or alleys; 
 F. Designate alleys and short sections of streets 
for one (1) way traffic; 
 G. Determine and designate streets, parts of 
streets, or specific lanes thereon upon which vehi-
cular traffic, regardless of the centerline of the 
roadway, shall proceed in one (1) direction during 
a given period and in the opposite direction during 
another period of the day and shall place and main-
tain appropriate markings, signs, or other devices 
to give notice thereof; 
 H. Decrease the maximum speed allowed upon 
any street from those established by this subtitle or 
other ordinances by the City Council, where, on 
the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation 
it is determined by the Director of Transportation 
that such maximum speed is greater than is reason-
able or safe under the conditions found to exist on 
any street; provided, that in no case shall speed 
limits be less than twenty (20) miles per hour 
(RCW 41.61.405). 
(Ord. 118409 § 25, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.320), 1979.) 
 
11.16.340 Traffic Engineer—Authority—

Traffic-control devices. 
 The Traffic Engineer is authorized under the 
supervision of the Director of Transportation to: 
 A. Design and prepare the specifications for the 
operation of all traffic-control devices including, 
but not limited to those traffic-control devices spe-
cifically mentioned in this subtitle; 
 B. Determine and designate the points of stop, 
and shall order the placement of a stop sign on 
each and every street intersecting the arterial street 
system unless traffic at any such intersection is 
controlled at all times by traffic signals, or unless 
the intersecting street is a one (1) way street desig-
nated for travel away from the arterial street; pro-
vided, that when the findings of a traffic engineer-
ing study show that the condition of an intersection 
is such that vehicles may safely enter the arterial 
street without stopping, the Traffic Engineer may 
order the placement of a “yield” sign; 
 C. Determine intersections which require con-
trol by “stop” or “yield” signs and order placement 
of same; 
 D. Determine and order the marking of cross-
walks at intersections or at such other places where 
the Traffic Engineer deems it appropriate for the 
identification of the crossing location; 

 E. Determine and order the closure of certain 
crosswalks to pedestrians; 
 F. Determine and order the marking of traffic 
lanes upon the roadway of any street or alley; 
 G. Determine and order the designation of a 
two (2) way left-turn lane on a roadway (RCW 
46.61.290(3)(a)); 
 H. Determine and order the placement of curbs, 
buttons, paint lines or other devices to form islands 
or barriers upon the roadway to channel and con-
trol traffic; 
 I. Order the placement of signs at all arterial 
street entrances to the City indicating that the 
speed limit on arterial streets is thirty (30) miles 
per hour and the placement of signs along all ar-
terial streets upon which the maximum speed limit 
has been increased above thirty (30) miles per hour 
(RCW 46.61.415(3)); 
 J. Determine and order the designation of no-
passing zones; 
 K. Determine and order the placement of traf-
fic-control devices indicating the course to be tra-
veled by turning vehicles, which course to be tra-
veled may conform to or be other than as pre-
scribed by this subtitle (RCW 46.61.290(4)); 
 L. Test new or proposed traffic-control devices 
under actual conditions of traffic (SB 3211, Sec-
tion 47(23)); 
 M. Order the placement at the ends of designat-
ed streets, alleys, bridges or elevated structures, 
signs setting forth specified maximum load limits 
allowed on such streets, alleys, bridges or elevated 
structures or notice of closure as conditions war-
rant as determined; 
 N. Determine and order the placement of offi-
cial traffic-control devices when and as required 
under this subtitle to make effective the provisions 
of this subtitle, and order the placement of such 
additional official traffic-control devices as may be 
deemed appropriate to regulate, warn, or guide 
traffic under this subtitle (SB 3211, Section 47(1)); 
 O. Determine the placement of official traffic-
control devices as may be deemed appropriate to 
regulate, warn, or guide traffic for construction, 
detours, emergencies, and special conditions (SB 
3211, Section 47(2)); and 
 P. Determine the streets where the use of com-
pression brakes shall be prohibited, devise signs 
prohibiting their use, and place the signs at the ap-
propriate locations. To be eligible for designation, 
a street shall have a grade five (5) percent or less 
for a distance of one thousand (1,000) feet. 
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(Ord. 119510 § 1, 1999; Ord. 118409 § 26, 1996: 
Ord. 116500 § 1, 1992; Ord. 115995 § 8, 1991; 
Ord. 112421 § 2, 1985; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.340), 1979.) 
 
11.16.360 Traffic Engineer—Authority 

General. 
 It shall be the function of the Traffic Engineer, 
under the supervision of the Director of Transpor-
tation to: 
 A. Issue permits in accordance with the provi-
sions of this subtitle; 
 B. Determine and make recommendations con-
cerning arterial street and business district street 
lighting needs and in connection therewith deter-
mine design criteria necessary for traffic safety; 
 C. Perform such other duties as may be appro-
priate for facilitating traffic and transportation. 
(Ord. 118409 § 27, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.360), 1979.) 
 
11.16.380 Official foreign career consul 

vehicle—Mayor’s duties. 
 The Mayor shall: 
 A. Certify each foreign career consul vehicle, 
on the written request of the presiding officer of 
the City Consular Corps, as being eligible to park 
in a space located and marked by the Director of 
Transportation in accordance with Section 
11.16.420; 
 B. Forward to the Director of Transportation a 
written notice of certification of each foreign ca-
reer consul vehicle; 
 C. Order a hearing for any foreign career con-
sul charged with abusing parking privileges pro-
vided by Section 11.16.400. If the charges are sus-
tained, the Mayor may revoke the certification. 
(Ord. 118409 § 28, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.380), 1979.) 
 
11.16.400 Official foreign career consul 

vehicle—Parking space 
allocation. 

 The Director of Transportation shall allocate 
one (1) free parking space for each official foreign 
career consul vehicle, as conveniently near as 
possible to each foreign career consul’s work 
place, the parking space to be located so as not to 
interfere with existing street traffic patterns, and 
the Director of Transportation shall so mark each 
such space so that it is readily apparent that it is 
unlawful to park any vehicle in the space other 

than the designated official foreign career consul 
vehicle. 
(Ord. 118409 § 29, 1996: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.16.400), 1979.) 
 
11.16.420 Official foreign career consul 

vehicle—Director of 
Transportation’s functions. 

 The Director of Transportation further shall: 
 A. Locate and appropriately mark, within two 
(2) weeks after receiving the Mayor’s certification, 
the parking space mentioned in Sections 11.16.380 
and 11.16.400 for the official foreign career consul 
vehicle; 
 B. Inform the Seattle Police Department, in 
writing, of the parking space location and consular 
corps’ license plate number of the certified vehicle 
and of any change of such location or license plate 
number; 
 C. Maintain each such parking space in accor-
dance with the standards provided for in this sub-
title; and 
 D. Furnish to the Mayor, in writing, any infor-
mation concerning the abuse of any of the privi-
leges provided by Section 11.16.400. 
(Ord. 120794 § 196, 2002: Ord. 118409 § 30, 
1996: Ord. 116368 § 211, 1992; Ord. 109475 
§ 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.420), 
1979.) 
 
11.16.440 School patrol authorized. 
 The executive heads of universities, colleges, 
and public and private schools within the City, in 
conformity with RCW 46.61.385, may cause to be 
appointed or hired: 
 A. From the student bodies of their respective 
schools, students, who shall be known as members 
of the “school patrol”; and 
 B. Adults to serve as school crossing supervi-
sors. (RCW 46.61.385) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.440), 1979.) 
 
11.16.460 School patrol and adult school 

crossing supervisors— Authority. 
 The members of such school patrol and the adult 
crossing supervisors are authorized to display 
“Stop” or other proper traffic-control signs or sig-
nals at school crossings or other points where 
school children are crossing or about to cross a 
street, but such member of the school patrol and 
such adult school crossing supervisors shall be 
subordinate to and obey the orders of any peace 
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officer present and having jurisdiction. (RCW 
46.61.385) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.16.460), 1979.) 
 
11.16.480 City Director of Executive 

Administration to collect parking 
meter revenue. 

 The coins required to be deposited in parking 
meters as provided in this subtitle (Chapter 11.76) 
are levied and assessed as fees to cover the costs of 
installations, inspection, supervision, regulation 
and maintenance involved in the control of traffic 
and parking upon the streets and the duly autho-
rized agents of the City Director of Executive Ad-
ministration shall, from time to time, collect, and 
deposit the same in the General Fund. 
(Ord. 120794 § 197, 2002: Ord. 116368 § 212, 
1992: Ord. 108200 § 1(11.16.480), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.18 

ARTERIAL STREETS DESIGNATED 
 
Sections: 

11.18.010 Arterial street map. 
 
11.18.010 Arterial street map. 
 The streets which are identified as arterial 
streets in Exhibit 11.18.010 A1 are designated as 
arterial streets for application of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 118401 §§ 1, 2, 1996: Ord. 117923 § 1, 
1995: Ord. 111963 § 1, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.18.010), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Exhibit 11.18.010 A of Ord. 118401 is on file with 

the ordinance in the City Clerk’s Office. 

 
 

Part 2 

LICENSES, PERMITS AND COLLISION 

REPORTS 
 

Chapter 11.20 

DRIVER LICENSES 
 
Sections: 

11.20.010 Driver’s license required—
Exception—Penalty. 

11.20.020 License to be in immediate 
possession and displayed on 
demand. 

11.20.040 Special endorsement for 
motorcycle operator’s 
license—Moped exception. 

11.20.060 Intermediate license 
restrictions. 

11.20.100 Display of nonvalid driver’s 
license. 

11.20.120 Loaning driver’s license. 
11.20.140 Displaying the driver’s license 

of another. 
11.20.160 Unlawful use of driver’s 

license. 
11.20.180 Unlawful to allow 

unauthorized minor child or 
ward to drive. 

11.20.200 Unlawful to allow 
unauthorized person to drive. 

11.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to 
unlicensed person—Rental 
record. 

11.20.230 Ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device 
required. 

11.20.320 Stopping of vehicle registered 
to person whose driver’s 
license has been suspended or 
revoked authorized—Display 
of license. 

11.20.340 Financial responsibility 
required. 

11.20.345 Post citation proof of financial 
responsibility. 

11.20.347 Scope of financial 
responsibility sections. 

11.20.350 Proof of financial 
responsibility—Penalty for 
falsification. 

 
11.20.010 Driver’s license required—

Exception—Penalty. 
 A. No person, except those expressly exempted 
by RCW Chapter 46.20, shall operate a motor ve-
hicle within the City unless such person has a valid 
driver’s license issued under the provisions of 
RCW Chapter 46.20. 
 B. A violation of this section is a misdemeanor 
and is a lesser included offense within the offense 
described in Section 11.56.320 or Section 
11.56.340. However, if a person in violation of this 
section provides the citing officer with an expired 
driver’s license or other valid identifying docu-
mentation under RCW 46.20.035 at the time of the 
stop and is not in violation of Section 11.56.320 or 
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Section 11.56.340, the violation of this section is 
an infraction and is subject to a penalty of Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250). If the person ap-
pears in person before the court or submits by mail 
written proof that he or she obtained a valid license 
after being cited, the court shall reduce the penalty 
to Fifty Dollars ($50). (RCW 46.20.021) 
(Ord. 118105 § 1, 1996: Ord. 116872 § 2, 1993: 
Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 1(11.20.010), 1979.) 
 
11.20.020 License to be in immediate 

possession and displayed on 
demand. 

 Every licensee shall have his driver’s license in 
his immediate possession at all times when operat-
ing a motor vehicle and shall display the same 
upon demand to any police officer or to any other 
person when and if required by law to do so. 
(RCW 46.20.190) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 § 1 
(11.20.010), 1979.) 
 
Cases: An earlier ordinance requiring driver to have operator’s license in 

his immediate possession was not pre-empted by state law. Seattle v. 

Long, 61 Wn.2d 737, 380 P.2d 472 (1963). 

 
11.20.040 Special endorsement for 

motorcycle operator’s license—
Moped exception. 

 No person shall drive a motorcycle, as defined 
in RCW 46.04.330, or a motor-driven cycle, as 
defined in RCW 46.04.332 as now or hereafter 
amended, unless such person has a valid driver’s 
license specially endorsed by the Director of Li-
censing to enable the holder to drive such vehicles; 
provided, that any person sixteen (16) years of age 
or older, holding a valid driver’s license of any 
class issued by the state of the person’s residence, 
may operate a moped without taking any special 
examination for the operation of a moped. (RCW 
46.20.500) 
(Ord. 109698 § 1(part), 1981.) 
 
11.20.060 Intermediate license restrictions. 
 A. For the first six (6) months after the issuance 
of an intermediate license under RCW 46.20.075 
or until the holder reaches eighteen (18) years of 
age, whichever occurs first, the holder of an inter-
mediate license may not operate a motor vehicle 
that is carrying any passengers under twenty (20) 
years of age who are not members of the holder’s 
immediate family. 

 B. For the remaining period of the intermediate 
license, the holder of an intermediate license may 
not operate a motor vehicle that is carrying more 
than three (3) passengers under twenty (20) years 
of age who are not members of the holder’s imme-
diate family. 
 C. The holder of an intermediate license may 
not operate a motor vehicle between the hours of 
one (1:00) a.m. and five (5:00) a.m. except when 
accompanied by a parent, guardian or a licensed 
driver who is at least twenty-five (25) years of age. 
 D. The holder of an intermediate license may 
drive at any hour without restrictions on the num-
ber of passengers in the vehicle if: 
 1. Necessary for agricultural purposes, or 
 2. For the twelve (12) month period after 
the issuance of the intermediate license, the holder 
has not been involved in a motor vehicle accident 
and has not been convicted or found to have com-
mitted a traffic offense described in RCW Chapter 
46.61 or violated this section. 
 E. “Holder’s immediate family” means the 
spouse, child, stepchild, grandchild, parent, steppa-
rent, grandparent, brother, half-brother, sister, half-
sister of the holder or the holder’s spouse and the 
spouse of any such person. 
(Ord. 120481, § 1, 2001) 
 
11.20.100 Display of nonvalid driver’s 

license. 
 No person shall display or cause or permit to be 
displayed or have in his possession any cancelled, 
revoked, suspended, fictitious or fraudulently al-
tered driver’s license. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.100), 1979.) 
 
11.20.120 Loaning driver’s license. 
 No person shall lend his driver’s license to any 
other person or knowingly permit the use thereof 
by another. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.120), 1979.) 
 
11.20.140 Displaying the driver’s license of 

another. 
 No person shall display or represent as one’s 
own any driver’s license not issued to him. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.140), 1979.) 
 
11.20.160 Unlawful use of driver’s license. 
 No person shall permit any unlawful use of a 
driver’s license issued to him. (RCW 46.20.-
336(6)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.160), 1979.) 
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11.20.180 Unlawful to allow unauthorized 

minor child or ward to drive. 
 No person shall cause or knowingly permit his 
child or ward under the age of eighteen (18) years 
to drive a motor vehicle upon any street, alley, or 
way open to the public when such operation is in 
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. 
(RCW 46.20.343) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.180), 1979.) 
 
11.20.200 Unlawful to allow unauthorized 

person to drive. 
 It is unlawful for any person in whose name a 
vehicle is registered knowingly to permit another 
person to drive the vehicle when the other person 
is not authorized to do so under the laws of The 
State of Washington. (RCW 46.16.011) 
(Ord. 120885 § 2, 2002: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.20.200), 1979.) 
 
11.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to 

unlicensed person—Rental 
record. 

 A. No person shall rent a motor vehicle of any 
kind to any person unless such person is then duly 
licensed in this state as a vehicle operator for the 
kind of motor vehicle being rented; or, in case of a 
nonresident, only if such nonresident is duly li-
censed as an operator under the laws of the state or 
country of his or her residence. 
 B. No person shall rent a motor vehicle to 
another person until he or she has inspected the 
driver’s license of such other person and compared 
and verified the signature thereon with the signa-
ture of such other person written in his presence. 
 C. Every person renting a motor vehicle to 
another person shall keep a record of the vehicle 
license number of the motor vehicle so rented, the 
name and address of the person to whom the motor 
vehicle is rented, the number of the driver’s license 
of the person renting the vehicle, and the date and 
place when and where such vehicle driver’s license 
was issued. Such record shall be open to inspection 
by any peace officer or anyone acting for the Di-
rector of Licensing with the consent of the owner, 
or pursuant to warrant, and during reasonable 
hours. (RCW 46.20.220) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.220), 1979.) 
 

11.20.230 Ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device 
required. 

 A. The court may order that after a period of 
suspension, revocation, or denial of driving privi-
leges, and for up to as long as the court has juris-
diction, any person convicted of any offense in-
volving the use, consumption, or possession of al-
cohol while operating a motor vehicle may drive 
only a motor vehicle equipped with a functioning 
ignition interlock or other biological or technical 
device. 
 B. If a person is convicted of a violation of 
Section 11.56.020 A or B, the court shall order that 
after a period of suspension, revocation, or denial 
of driving privileges, the person may drive only a 
motor vehicle equipped with a functioning ignition 
interlock or other biological or technical device. 
This requirement may not be suspended. 
 C. The court shall establish a specific calibra-
tion setting at which the ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device will prevent the mo-
tor vehicle from being started and the period of 
time that the person shall be subject to the restric-
tion. 
 D. In the case of a person subject to the restric-
tion under subsection B of this section, the dura-
tion of the restriction shall be as follows: 
 1. For a person subject to subsection 
N1b, N2 or N3 of Section 11.56.020 who has not 
previously been restricted under this section, RCW 
46.20.720 or equivalent local ordinance, a period 
of not less than one (1) year; 
 2. For a person who has previously been 
restricted under subsection D1 of this section, 
RCW 46.20.720(3)(a), or equivalent local ordin-
ance, a period of not less than five (5) years; 
 3. For a person who has previously been 
restricted under subsection D2 of this section, 
RCW 46.20.720(3)(b), or equivalent local ordin-
ance, a period of not less than ten (10) years. 
 E. For purposes of this section, “convicted” 
means being found guilty of an offense or being 
placed on a deferred prosecution program under 
RCW Chapter 10.05. (RCW 46.20.720) 
(Ord. 120481 § 2, 2001; Ord. 119189 § 4, 1998.) 
 
11.20.320 Stopping of vehicle registered to 

person whose driver’s license has 
been suspended or revoked 
authorized—Display of license. 

 Any peace officer who has received notice of 
the suspension or revocation of a driver’s license 
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from the Department of Licensing may, during the 
reported period of such suspension or revocation, 
stop any motor vehicle identified by its vehicle 
license number as being registered to the person 
whose driver’s license has been suspended or re-
voked. The driver of such vehicle shall display his 
driver’s license upon request of the peace officer. 
(RCW 46.20.430) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.20.320), 1979.) 
 
11.20.340 Financial responsibility required. 
 A. No person may operate a motor vehicle sub-
ject to registration under Chapter 46.16 RCW in 
this City unless the person is insured under a motor 
vehicle liability policy with liability limits of at 
least the amounts provided in RCW 46.29.090, is 
self-insured as provided in RCW 46.29.630, is 
covered by a certificate of deposit in conformance 
with RCW 46.29.550, or is covered by a liability 
bond of at least the amounts provided in RCW 
46.29.090. Written proof of financial responsibility 
for motor vehicle operation must be provided on 
the request of a law enforcement officer in the 
format specified under RCW 46.30.030. 
 B. A person who drives a motor vehicle that is 
required to be registered in another state that re-
quires drivers and owners of vehicles in that state 
to maintain insurance or financial responsibility 
shall, when requested by a law enforcement offic-
er, provide evidence of financial responsibility or 
insurance as is required by the laws of the state in 
which the vehicle is registered. 
 C. When asked to do so by a law enforcement 
officer, failure to display an insurance identifica-
tion card as specified under RCW 46.30.030 
creates a presumption that the person does not 
have motor vehicle insurance. 
 D. Failure to provide proof of motor vehicle 
insurance is a traffic infraction and is subject to 
penalties as set by the supreme court under RCW 
46.63.110 or community service. (RCW 
46.30.020(1)) 
(Ord. 115895 § 1, 1991: Ord. 115040 § 1(part), 
1990.) 
 
11.20.345 Post citation proof of financial 

responsibility. 
 If a person cited for a violation of Section 
11.20.340 appears in person before the court and 
provides written evidence that at the time the per-
son was cited, he or she was in compliance with 
the financial responsibility requirements of Section 
11.20.340, the citation shall be dismissed. In lieu 

of personal appearance, a person cited for a viola-
tion of the financial responsibility requirements of 
Section 11.20.340 may, before the date scheduled 
for the person’s appearance before the court, sub-
mit by mail to the court written evidence that at the 
time the person was cited, he or she was in com-
pliance with the financial responsibility require-
ments of Section 11.20.340, in which case the cita-
tion shall be dismissed without cost, except that 
the court may assess court administrative costs of 
Twenty-five Dollars ($25) at the time of dismissal. 
(RCW 46.30.020(2)) 
(Ord. 115895 § 2, 1991: Ord. 115040 § 1(part), 
1990.) 
 
11.20.347 Scope of financial responsibility 

sections. 
 The provisions of Sections 11.20.340 and 
11.20.345 shall not govern: 
 A. The operation of a motor vehicle registered 
under RCW 46.16.305(l), governed by RCW 
46.16.020, or registered with the Washington Utili-
ties and Transportation Commission as common or 
contract carriers; or 
 B. The operation of a motorcycle as defined in 
Section 11.14.340, a motor-driven cycle as defined 
in Section 11.14.345, or a moped as defined in 
RCW 46.04.304. (RCW 46.30.020(3)) 
(Ord. 119011 § 3, 1998: Ord. 115895 § 3, 1991: 
Ord. 115040 § 1(part), 1990.) 
 
11.20.350 Proof of financial 

responsibility—Penalty for 
falsification. 

 Any person who knowingly provides false evi-
dence of financial responsibility to a law enforce-
ment officer or to a court, including an expired or 
canceled insurance policy, bond, or certificate of 
deposit is guilty of a criminal offense subject to 
punishment under subsection B of Section 
11.34.020. (RCW 46.30.040) 
(Ord. 115895 § 4, 1991: Ord. 115040 § 2, 1990.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.22 

VEHICLE LICENSING 
 
Sections: 

11.22.020 Registration certificate. 
11.22.025 Transfer of ownership. 
11.22.030 Time period tonnage license. 
11.22.070 Licenses and plates required— 

Penalties—Exceptions. 
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11.22.080 Vehicle license plates 
displayed. 

11.22.090 Vehicle trip permits— 
Restrictions and 
requirements—Penalty. 

11.22.100 License plates—Camper. 
11.22.140 Unlawful use of vehicle license 

plates. 
11.22.160 License plates—Wrecker. 
11.22.180 Display of license plates—

Wrecker. 
11.22.200 Special license plates—Hulk 

hauler. 
11.22.220 Display of special license 

plates—Hulk hauler. 
11.22.240 Dealer and manufacturer 

license plates—Use. 
 
11.22.020 Registration certificate. 
 No person shall operate or have in his posses-
sion a vehicle without carrying thereon a valid cer-
tificate of license registration and a maximum 
gross weight license if required for the class of ve-
hicle as provided in RCW Chapter 46.16. (RCW 
46.16.260) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.020), 1979.) 
 
11.22.025 Transfer of ownership. 
 Failure or neglect of a purchaser or transferee of 
a vehicle to make application to transfer the certif-
icate of ownership and license registration of the 
vehicle within forty-five (45) days after the date of 
delivery of the vehicle is a misdemeanor. (RCW 
46.12.101(6)) 
(Ord. 119011 § 4, 1998) 
 
11.22.030 Time period tonnage license. 
 No vehicle licensed under the provisions of 
RCW 46.16.135 shall be operated over the streets 
or alleys unless the owner or operator renews the 
time period tonnage license prior to the expiration 
of the existing tonnage license. Any person who 
operates any such vehicle upon the streets or alleys 
after the expiration of the existing tonnage license, 
shall be guilty of a violation, and in addition shall 
be required to purchase a tonnage license for the 
vehicle involved at the fee covering an entire regis-
tration year’s operation thereof, less the fees for 
any registration quarter or registration quarters of 
the registration year already paid. If, within five 
(5) days thereafter, no tonnage license for a full 
registration year has been purchased as required 
aforesaid, the Police Department shall order that 

such vehicle be impounded in accordance with 
Chapter 11.30. 
(Ord.108200 § 2(11.22.030), 1979.) 
 
11.22.070 Licenses and plates required—

Penalties—Exceptions. 
 A. It is unlawful for a person to operate any 
vehicle over and along a street or alley without 
first obtaining and having in full force and effect a 
current and proper vehicle license and displaying 
vehicle license number plates therefor as provided 
by RCW Chapter 46.16. Failure to make initial 
registration before operation on a street or alley is 
a misdemeanor, and any person convicted thereof 
shall be punished by a fine of no less than Three 
Hundred Thirty Dollars ($330), no part of which 
may be suspended or deferred. Failure to renew an 
expired registration before operation on a street or 
alley is a traffic infraction. 
 B. The licensing of a vehicle in another state by 
a resident of this state, as defined in RCW 
46.16.028, thereby evading the payment of any tax 
or license fee imposed in connection with registra-
tion, is a gross misdemeanor punishable as fol-
lows: 
 1. For a first offense, up to one (1) year 
imprisonment and a fine equal to twice the amount 
of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of which may 
be suspended or deferred; 
 2. For a second or subsequent offense, up 
to one (1) year imprisonment and a fine equal to 
four (4) times the amount of delinquent taxes and 
fees, no part of which may be suspended or de-
ferred. 
 C. This section shall not apply to vehicles ex-
empt from RCW 46.16.010. (RCW 46.16.010) 
(Ord. 119011 § 5, 1998.) 
 
11.22.080 Vehicle license plates displayed. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle on any 
street or alley without first having displayed cur-
rent and proper vehicle license plates thereon as 
provided in RCW Chapter 46.16. The vehicle li-
cense plates shall be attached conspicuously at the 
front and rear of each vehicle for which the same 
are issued and in such manner that they can be 
plainly seen and read at all times; provided, that if 
only one (1) license plate is legally issued for any 
vehicle such plate shall be conspicuously attached 
to the rear of such vehicle. Each vehicle license 
plate shall be placed or hung in a horizontal posi-
tion at a distance of not less than one (1) foot nor 
more than four (4) feet from the ground and shall 
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be kept clean so as to be plainly seen and read at 
all times; provided, however, that this requirement 
shall not apply in cases where the State Commis-
sion on Equipment has granted permission to de-
viate therefrom, as provided in RCW 46.16.240. 
(Ord. 113898 § 1, 1988: Ord. 110967 § 3, 1980: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.080), 1979.) 
 
11.22.090 Vehicle trip permits— 

Restrictions and requirements—
Penalty. 

 A. Each trip permit issued under RCW 
46.16.160 shall authorize the operation of a single 
vehicle at the maximum legal weight limit for such 
vehicle for a period of three (3) consecutive days 
commencing with the day of first use. No more 
than three (3) such permits may be used for any 
one (1) vehicle in any period of thirty (30) consec-
utive days, except that in the case of a recreational 
vehicle as defined in RCW 43.22.335, no more 
than two (2) trip permits may be used for any one 
(1) vehicle in a one-year period. Every permit shall 
identify, as the Washington Department of Licens-
ing may require, the vehicle for which it is issued 
and shall be completed in its entirety and signed by 
the operator before operation of the vehicle on a 
street or alley. Correction of data on the permit 
such as dates, license number, or vehicle identifi-
cation number invalidates the permit. The trip 
permit shall be displayed on the vehicle to which it 
is issued as prescribed by the Washington Depart-
ment of Licensing. 
 B. A violation of or a failure to comply with 
any provision of this section is a gross misdemea-
nor. (RCW 46.16.160) 
(Ord. 119011 § 6, 1998.) 
 
11.22.100 License plates—Camper. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle equipped 
with a camper without first having obtained and 
having in full force and effect a current and proper 
camper license and displaying a camper license 
plate therefor as required by RCW Chapter 46.16; 
provided, that if a camper is part of the inventory 
of a manufacturer or dealer and is unoccupied at all 
times, and a dated demonstration permit, valid for 
no more than seventy-two (72) hours is carried in 
the motor vehicle at all times it is operated by any 
such individual, such camper may be demonstrated 
if carried upon an appropriately licensed vehicle. 
(RCW 46.16.505) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.100), 1979.) 
 

11.22.140 Unlawful use of vehicle license 
plates. 

 No person shall display upon the front or rear of 
any vehicle any Washington State vehicle license 
plate or plates other than those furnished by the 
Director of Licensing for such vehicle or display 
upon any vehicle license plate or plates which have 
been in any manner changed, altered, disfigured or 
have become illegible. (RCW 46.16.240) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.140), 1979.) 
 
11.22.160 License plates—Wrecker. 
 Every motor vehicle wrecker shall obtain a spe-
cial set of license plates in addition to the regular 
licenses and plates required for the operation of 
such vehicles as provided in RCW 46.80.060. 
(RCW 46.80.060) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.160), 1979.) 
 
11.22.180 Display of license plates—

Wrecker. 
 The special set of license plates required by Sec-
tion 11.22.160 shall be displayed on vehicles 
owned and/or operated by a motor vehicle wrecker 
and used in the conduct of his business as provided 
in RCW 46.80.060. (RCW 46.80.060) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.22.180), 1979.) 
 
11.22.200 Special license plates—Hulk 

hauler. 
 Every hulk hauler or scrap processor shall ob-
tain a special set of license plates in addition to the 
regular licenses and plates required for the opera-
tion of vehicles owned and/or operated by him and 
used in the conduct of his business as provided in 
RCW 46.79.060. (RCW 46.79.060) 
(Ord. 109698 § 1(part), 1981.) 
 
11.22.220 Display of special license plates—

Hulk hauler. 
 The special license plates required by Section 
11.22.200 shall be displayed on the operational 
vehicles and shall be in lieu of a trip permit or cur-
rent license of any vehicle being transported as 
provided in RCW 46.79.060. (RCW 46.79.060) 
(Ord. 109698 § 1(part), 1981.) 
 
11.22.240 Dealer and manufacturer license 

plates—Use. 
 A. Motor vehicle dealer license plates may be 
used: 
 1. To demonstrate motor vehicles held 
for sale when operated by an individual holding a 
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valid operator’s license, provided that a dated 
demonstration permit, valid for no more than se-
venty-two (72) hours, is carried in the vehicle at all 
times it is operated by any such individual; 
 2. On motor vehicles owned, held for sale 
and which are in fact available for sale by the firm 
when operated by an officer of the corporation, 
partnership, or proprietorship or by a bona fide 
full-time employee of the firm, provided that a 
card so identifying any such individual is carried in 
the vehicle at all times it is operated by him. Any 
such vehicle so operated may be used to transport 
the dealer’s own tools, parts and equipment to a 
total weight not to exceed five hundred (500) 
pounds; 
 3. On motor vehicles being tested for re-
pair; 
 4. On motor vehicles being moved to or 
from a motor vehicle dealer’s place of business for 
sale; 
 5. On motor vehicles being moved to or 
from motor vehicle service and repair facilities 
before sale; 
 6. On motor vehicles being moved to or 
from motor vehicle exhibitions within the State of 
Washington, provided that any such exhibition 
does not exceed a period of twenty (20) days. 
 B. Mobile homes and travel-trailer dealer li-
cense plates may be used: 
 1. On units hauled to or from the place of 
business of the manufacturer and the place of busi-
ness of the dealer or to and from places of business 
of the dealer; 
 2. On mobile homes hauled to a custom-
er’s location for set-up after sale; 
 3. On travel-trailers held for sale to dem-
onstrate the towing capability of the vehicle, pro-
vided that a dated demonstration permit, valid for 
not more than seventy-two (72) hours, is carried 
with the vehicle at all times; 
 4. On mobile homes being hauled from a 
customer’s location, provided that the require-
ments of RCW 46.16.105 and 46.16.106 are met; 
 5. On any motor vehicle owned by the 
dealer which is used only to move vehicles legally 
bearing mobile home and travel-trailer license 
plates of the dealer so owning any such motor ve-
hicle; 
 6. On vehicles being moved to or from 
vehicle exhibitions within the State of Washington, 
provided that any such exhibition does not exceed 
a period of twenty (20) days. 

 C. Miscellaneous vehicle dealer license plates 
may be used: 
 1. To demonstrate any miscellaneous ve-
hicle, provided that: 
 a. No such vehicle shall be demonstrated 
on a public highway unless the customer has an 
appropriate endorsement on his driver’s license, if 
such endorsement is required to operate such ve-
hicle, and 
 b. A dated demonstration permit, valid 
for no more than seventy-two (72) hours, is carried 
with the vehicle at all times it is operated by any 
such individual; 
 2. On vehicles owned, held for sale and 
which are, in fact, available for sale, by the firm 
when operated by an officer of the corporation, 
partnership or proprietorship or by a bona fide full-
time employee of the firm, provided that a card so 
identifying such individual is carried in the vehicle 
at all times it is operated by him; 
 3. On vehicles being tested for repair; 
 4. On vehicles being transported to or 
from the place of business of the manufacturer and 
the place of business of the dealer or to and from 
places of business of the dealer; 
 5. On vehicles on which any other item 
sold or to be sold by the dealer is transported from 
the place of business of the manufacturer to the 
place of business of the dealer or to and from plac-
es of business of the dealer; provided, that such 
vehicle and such item are purchased or sold as one 
(1) package. 
 D. Manufacturers properly licensed pursuant to 
this chapter may apply for and obtain manufacturer 
license plates and may be used: 
 1. To transport vehicles to or from the 
place of business of a manufacturer to a vehicle 
dealer within this state who is properly licensed 
pursuant to this chapter; 
 2. To test vehicles for repair. 
 E. Vehicle dealer license plates and manufac-
turer license plates shall not be used for any pur-
pose other than set forth in this section and specifi-
cally shall not be: 
 1. Used on any vehicle not within the 
class for which the vehicle dealer license plates are 
issued unless specifically provided for in this sec-
tion; 
 2. Loaned to any person for any reason 
not specifically provided for in this section; 
 3. Used on any vehicles for the transpor-
tation of any person, produce, freight, or commodi-
ties unless specifically provided for in this section, 
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except there shall be permitted the use of such ve-
hicle dealer license plates on a vehicle transporting 
commodities in the course of a demonstration over 
a period not to exceed seventy-two (72) consecu-
tive hours from the commencement of such dem-
onstration, if a representative of the dealer is 
present and accompanies such vehicle during the 
course of the demonstration; 
 4. Used on any vehicle sold to a resident 
of another state to transport such vehicle to that 
other state in lieu of a trip permit or in lieu of ve-
hicle license plates obtained from that other state. 
(RCW 46.70.090) 
(Ord. 109698 § 1(part), 1981.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.23 

SPECIAL PERMITS AND PERMIT 

PROCEDURES—DRIVERS AND 

VEHICLES 
 
Sections: 

11.23.020 Application. 
11.23.030 Commercial loading permit—

Requirements. 
11.23.032 Commercial load zone 

permit—Fee. 
11.23.040 Overlegal trucking operation. 
11.23.060 Conditions of trucking 

permits. 
11.23.080 Moving, loading or parking 

operation. 
11.23.100 Conditions of loading or 

moving permit. 
11.23.120 Fee schedules. 
11.23.140 Refunds for unused permits. 
11.23.210 Excess weight—Logging 

trucks—Special permits—
County or City permits—
Fees—Discretion of arresting 
officer. 

11.23.220 Special permits for oversize or 
overweight movements. 

11.23.250 Special permits for oversize or 
overweight movements—
Gross weight limit. 

11.23.290 Annual additional tonnage 
permits—Fees. 

11.23.320 Special permits—Regulations. 
11.23.340 Special permits—Display. 
11.23.350 Fire Department permit—

Display. 

11.23.360 State or county permits—
Validity. 

11.23.380 Disabled person’s parking 
card. 

11.23.390 Carpool parking—Application 
for certificate and permit. 

11.23.400 Disabled parking—
Enforcement. 

11.23.410 Carpool parking—Free and 
preferential parking. 

11.23.415 Carpool parking—Unlawful 
use of permit. 

11.23.420 Curb space parking permits. 
11.23.440 Parking privileges. 

 
11.23.020 Application. 
 Application for any permit required by this sub-
title shall be made to the Traffic Engineer on forms 
provided for such purpose. 
(Ord. 115995 § 9, 1991: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.23.020), 1979.) 
 
11.23.030 Commercial loading permit—

Requirements. 
 A. The Traffic Engineer is hereby authorized to 
administer a system for the issuance of commercial 
loading permits and to collect fees therefor. Com-
mercial loading permits shall only be issued to per-
sons or entities that possess a current business li-
cense issued by any governmental jurisdiction. The 
applicant may obtain one (1) nontransferable per-
mit for each truck licensed vehicle operated by the 
company named in the business license except as 
provided in subsection B of this section. The per-
mit shall be permanently affixed to the lower left-
hand corner of the vehicle’s windshield except as 
provided in subsection B of this section. The ap-
plicant shall provide the license plate number, as 
well as other vehicle identification information as 
determined by the Traffic Engineer. 
 B. Companies that operate a fleet of ten (10) or 
more commercial vehicles will be eligible to pur-
chase one (1) transferable permit for every five (5) 
commercial vehicles in their fleet with nontrans-
ferable permits. The transferable permits shall only 
be used on other commercial vehicles in the com-
pany fleet while a commercial vehicle with a non-
transferable permit is temporarily out of service. 
Transferable permits shall be displayed in the low-
er left-hand corner of the windshield. Under no 
circumstances shall a transferable permit be used 
on any vehicle other than a commercial vehicle. 
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 C. Permits shall be valid for one (1) calendar 
year. Permits issued after July 1st of any calendar 
year shall have their fee reduced by fifty (50%) 
percent. 
(Ord. 114736 § 1, 1989: Ord. 114518 § 2, 1989: 
Ord. 114251 § 7(part), 1988.) 
 
11.23.032 Commercial load zone permit—

Fee. 
 A. The Traffic Engineer shall collect an annual 
fee of Seventy-five Dollars ($75) for the first per-
mit issued to an applicant. 
 B. The fee for additional annual permits for the 
same applicant shall be Thirty-five Dollars ($35) 
each. 
(Ord. 114251 § 7(part), 1988.) 
 
11.23.040 Overlegal trucking operation. 
 If a permit is required by Sections 11.23.220, 
11.23.250, or 11.23.290, such application shall 
contain a description of the object to be trans-
ported, or the vehicle, or vehicles, to be driven or 
used, the route desired to be traversed, the hours 
within which it is desired to perform the work, the 
means of locomotion to be used, and such other 
information as may be required. 
(Ord 112421 § 3, 1985: Ord. 112092 § 3, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.040), 1979.) 
 
11.23.060 Conditions of trucking permits. 
 The Traffic Engineer shall specify in permits 
issued pursuant to Sections 11.23.220, 11.23.250, 
or 11.23.290 of this subtitle, the routes to be tra-
versed and the hours during which the operation 
may be undertaken, in accordance with the provi-
sions of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 112421 § 4, 1985: Ord. 112092 § 4, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.060), 1979.) 
 
11.23.080 Moving, loading or parking 

operation. 
 If the application is for a permit to move, load, 
stand, park or angle park a vehicle contrary to the 
provisions of this subtitle, such application shall 
show the location and explain the necessity for the 
operation, shall explain whether the operation may 
endanger other traffic or prevent it from using the 
street and such other information as may be re-
quired. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.080), 1979.) 
 

11.23.100 Conditions of loading or moving 
permit. 

 The Traffic Engineer shall authorize and specify 
in permits for loading or moving the hours under 
which the activity will be permitted, the manner in 
which it shall be performed, and shall outline any 
special precautions which may be required to pro-
tect the public. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.100), 1979.) 
 
11.23.120 Fee schedules. 
 The Director of Engineering shall recommend to 
the City Council, for adoption by ordinance, a 
schedule of fees for all permits issued pursuant to 
the trucking and parking regulations of this sub-
title. The fees shall be commensurate with the cost 
of administration, inspection, policing and road-
way maintenance involved in the use of the streets 
and alleys within the City and shall, whenever 
possible, correspond with the fees specified in 
RCW 46.44.094, 46.44.095, and 46.44.096. Such 
schedule, when approved by the City Council by 
ordinance, shall govern the amount of the fee for 
such permit, and the fee shall be collected by said 
Director as a condition to the issuance or conti-
nuance of any such permit except when such per-
mit is issued as a component of a master filming 
permit pursuant to SMC Section 15.35.010. 
(Ord. 118238 § 2, 1996: Ord. 115995 § 10, 1991: 
Ord. 108200 § 2 (11.23.120), 1979.) 
 
11.23.140 Refunds for unused permits. 
 Whenever an overweight or overload permit has 
been issued and a fee paid therefor and either no 
rights are exercised pursuant thereto and such per-
mit is surrendered or the fee charged is erroneous 
for any reason and application is made for refund, 
the Traffic Engineer shall certify the facts justify-
ing such refund, the amount thereof, and his or her 
approval of such refund, and upon presentation of 
such certificate the City Director of Executive 
Administration is authorized to draw and to pay a 
warrant on the General Fund in the amount of such 
refund, and the necessary appropriations are made 
from any surplus in the fund. If the appropriate 
fund is solvent at the time payment is ordered, the 
Director of Executive Administration may elect to 
make payment by check. 
(Ord. 120794 § 198, 2002: Ord. 120114 § 33, 
2000: Ord. 116368 § 213, 1992: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.23.140), 1979.) 
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11.23.210 Excess weight—Logging 
trucks—Special permits—
County or City permits—Fees—
Discretion of arresting officer. 

 A three (3) axle truck tractor and a two (2) axle 
pole trailer combination engaged in the operation 
of hauling logs may exceed by not more than six 
thousand eight hundred (6,800) pounds the legal 
gross weight of the combination of vehicles when 
licensed, as permitted by law, for sixty-eight thou-
sand (68,000) pounds: Provided, That the distance 
between the first and last axle of the vehicles in 
combination shall have a total wheelbase of not 
less than thirty-seven feet (37 ) apart and shall not 
exceed thirty-three thousand six hundred (33,600) 
pounds. Such additional allowances shall be per-
mitted by special permit issued in accordance with 
the provisions of RCW 46.44.047. (RCW 
46.44.047) 
Ord. 112092 § 17, 1984.) 
 
11.23.220 Special permits for oversize or 

overweight movements. 
 A. A special permit in writing may be obtained 
from the Traffic Engineer upon application in writ-
ing and good cause being shown therefor, authoriz-
ing the applicant to operate or move a vehicle or 
combination of vehicles of a size, weight of ve-
hicle or load exceeding the maximum specified in 
Chapter 11.60, or otherwise not in conformity with 
the provisions of Chapter 11.60, upon any street or 
alley. 
 B. No overweight permit shall be issued to any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles unless such ve-
hicle or combination of vehicles is licensed for the 
maximum gross weight allowed by law. (RCW 
46.44.090) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.220), 1979.) 
 
11.23.250 Special permits for oversize or 

overweight movements—Gross 
weight limit. 

 A. Except as otherwise provided in subsections 
C and D of this section, no special permit shall be 
issued for movement on any street or alley where 
the gross weight, including load, exceeds the fol-
lowing limits: 
 1. Twenty-two thousand (22,000) pounds 
on a single axle or on dual axles with a wheelbase 
between the first and second axles of less than 
three feet six inches (3  6 ); 
 2. Forty-three thousand (43,000) pounds 
on dual axles having a wheelbase between the first 

and second axles of not less than three feet six 
inches (3  6 ) but less than seven feet (7 ); 
 3. On any group of axles or in the case of 
a vehicle employing two (2) single axles with a 
wheelbase between the first and last axle of not 
less than seven feet (7 ) but less than ten feet (10 ), 
a weight in pounds determined by multiplying six 
thousand five hundred (6,500) times the distance in 
feet between the center of the first axle and the 
center of the last axle of the group; 
 4. On any group of axles with a wheel-
base between the first and last axle of not less than 
ten feet (10 ) but less than thirty feet (30 ), a 
weight in pounds determined by multiplying two 
thousand two hundred (2,200) times the sum of 
twenty (20) and the distance in feet between the 
center of the first axle and the center of the last 
axle of the group; 
 5. On any group of axles with a wheel-
base between the first and last axle of thirty feet 
(30 ) or greater, a weight in pounds determined by 
multiplying one thousand six hundred (1,600) 
times the sum of forty (40) and the distance in feet 
between the center of the first axle and the center 
of the last axle of the group. 
 B. The total weight of a vehicle or combination 
of vehicles allowable by special permit under sub-
section A of this section shall be governed by the 
lesser of the weights obtained by using the total 
number of axles as a group or any combination of 
axles as a group. 
 C. The weight limitations pertaining to single 
axles may be exceeded to permit the movement of 
equipment operating upon single pneumatic tires 
having a rim width of twenty inches (20 ) or more 
and a rim diameter of twenty-four inches (24 ) or 
more or dual pneumatic tires having a rim width of 
sixteen inches (16 ) or more and specially de-
signed vehicles manufactured and certified for 
special permits prior to July 1, 1975. 
 D. Permits may be issued for weights in excess 
of the limitations contained in subsection A of this 
section for any shipment duly certified as neces-
sary by military officials, or by officials of public 
or private power facilities, or when in the opinion 
of the Traffic Engineer the movement or action is a 
necessary movement or action: Provided, That in 
the opinion of the Traffic Engineer, streets or al-
leys on the routes involved are capable of sustain-
ing weights in excess of such limitations and it is 
not reasonable, for economic or operational con-
siderations, to transport such excess weights by rail 
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or water for any substantial distance of the total 
mileage applied for. 
 E. Application shall be made in writing on spe-
cial forms provided by the Traffic Engineer and 
shall be submitted at least thirty-six (36) hours in 
advance of the proposed movement. An applica-
tion for a special permit for a gross weight of any 
combination of vehicles exceeding two hundred 
thousand (200,000) pounds shall be submitted in 
writing to the Traffic Engineer at least thirty (30) 
days in advance of the proposed movement. (RCW 
46.44.091) 
(Ord. 112092 § 18, 1984.) 
 
11.23.290 Annual additional tonnage 

permits—Fees. 
 A. When a combination of vehicles has been 
lawfully licensed to a total weight of eighty thou-
sand (80,000) pounds and when a three (3) or more 
axle single-unit vehicle has been lawfully licensed 
to a total gross weight of forty thousand (40,000) 
pounds pursuant to Section 11.60.370, a permit for 
additional gross weight may be issued by the Traf-
fic Engineer upon the payment of Thirty-seven 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($37.50) per year for each 
one thousand (1,000) pounds or fraction thereof of 
such additional gross weight: Provided, That the 
tire limits specified in Section 11.60.420 shall ap-
ply, and the gross weight on any single axle shall 
not exceed twenty thousand (20,000) pounds, and 
the gross load on any group of axles shall not ex-
ceed the limits set forth in Section 11.60.370: Pro-
vided further, That within the tire limits of Section 
11.60.420 and notwithstanding Sections 11.60.370 
and 11.23.250, a permit for an additional six thou-
sand (6,000) pounds may be purchased for the rear 
axles of a two (2) axle garbage truck or eight thou-
sand (8,000) pounds for the tandem axle of a three 
(3) axle garbage truck at a rate not to exceed Thirty 
Dollars ($30.00) per thousand (1,000). 
 B. The annual additional tonnage permits pro-
vided for in this section shall be issued upon such 
terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
department pursuant to general rules adopted by 
the Traffic Engineer. Such permits shall entitle the 
permittee to carry such additional load in an 
amount and upon streets or alleys, as may be de-
termined by the Traffic Engineer to be capable of 
withstanding increased gross load without undue 
injury to the street or alley. 
 C. The annual additional tonnage permits pro-
vided for in this section shall commence on the 
first of January or the first of April of each year. 

The permit may be purchased at any time, and if 
they are purchased for less than a full year, the fee 
shall be one-twelfth (1/12) of the full fee multip-
lied by the number of months, including any frac-
tion thereof, covered by the permit. When the Traf-
fic Engineer issues a duplicate permit to replace a 
lost or destroyed permit and where the Traffic En-
gineer transfers a permit from one (1) vehicle to 
another a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be 
charged for each duplicate issued or each transfer. 
The Traffic Engineer shall issue permits on a tem-
porary basis for periods not less than five (5) days 
at One Dollar ($1.00) per day for each two thou-
sand (2,000) pounds or fraction thereof. 
 D. The fees levied in this section shall not ap-
ply to any vehicles owned and operated by the 
state of Washington, any county within the state, 
or any city or town or metropolitan municipal cor-
poration within the state, or by the federal govern-
ment. (RCW 46.44.095) 
(Ord. 112421 § 5, 1985; Ord. 112092 § 19, 1984.) 
 
11.23.320 Special permits—Regulations. 
 The special permit provided for in Section 
11.23.290 shall be used under such rules and regu-
lations, and upon such terms and conditions con-
sistent therewith, as may be prescribed by the Traf-
fic Engineer. Such special permits shall entitle the 
permittee to carry such additional load in such an 
amount upon such streets or alleys as may be de-
termined by the Traffic Engineer to be capable of 
withstanding such increased load without undue 
injury to the street or alley. (RCW 46.44.095) 
(Ord. 112092 § 5, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.23.320), 1979.) 
 
11.23.340 Special permits—Display. 
 Every special permit issued under this chapter 
shall be carried in the vehicle or combination of 
vehicles to which it refers and shall be open to in-
spection by any peace officer or authorized agent 
of any authority granting such permit. 
(Ord. 112092 § 6, 1984: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.23.340), 1979.) 
 
11.23.350 Fire Department permit—

Display. 
 Every vehicle requiring a Fire Department per-
mit shall carry a copy of the permit in the vehicle 
or combination of vehicles to which it refers and 
shall be open to inspection by any peace officer or 
authorized agent of the Fire Department. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.350), 1979.) 
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11.23.360 State or county permits—

Validity. 
 Trucks carrying overlegal loads to or from the 
City under valid state or county permit shall obtain 
a validation number for that state or county permit 
from the Traffic Engineer which will authorize 
operation to any destination within the City, except 
the Central Business District, by such routes and at 
such time as the Traffic Engineer may prescribe. 
The validation number shall be noted on the back 
of the state or county permit by the operator and 
any peace officer checking this permit shall report 
the time, date, and validation number to the Traffic 
Engineer for determination of the validity of the 
operation. Violation of the terms of the validation 
will void the right of the permittee to further use of 
this privilege, and will require the permittee to ob-
tain a written permit in the manner prescribed in 
this chapter. (RCW 46.44.096) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.360), 1979.) 
 
11.23.380 Disabled person’s parking card. 
 A person who has received a current and valid 
special disabled person’s card, decal or license 
plate from the Washington State Department of 
Licensing under RCW 46.16.381 shall be allowed 
to park a vehicle being used to transport such per-
son in parking meter spaces free of charge and for 
unlimited periods of time in parking zones or areas 
which are otherwise restricted as to the length of 
time parking is permitted. This section shall have 
no application to those zones or areas in which the 
stopping, parking, or standing of all vehicles is 
prohibited or which are reserved for special types 
of vehicles. Such person shall not be permitted the 
foregoing privilege unless he obtains and displays 
a distinguishing card, decal, or license plate issued 
pursuant to RCW 46.16.381. (RCW 46.16.381) 
(Ord. 112421 § 11, 1985: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.380), 1979.) 
 
11.23.390 Carpool parking—Application 

for certificate and permit. 
 Application for certification and issuance of a 
carpool parking permit shall be made in accor-
dance with certification procedures established by 
the Director of Engineering. 
(Ord. 115995 § 11, 1991: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.23.390), 1979.) 
 

11.23.400 Disabled parking—Enforcement. 
 A. Knowingly providing false information in 
conjunction with an application for a disabled 
parking permit is a gross misdemeanor. For pur-
poses of this subsection, “knowingly” has the same 
meaning as in Section 12A.04.030 B. 
 B. Except as provided by subsection A of this 
section, it is a traffic infraction, with a monetary 
penalty of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250), for 
any person wilfully to obtain a disabled parking 
placard, license plate, or photo identification card 
in a manner other than that established by RCW 
46.16.381. 
 C. The unauthorized use of a disabled parking 
placard, license plate, or photo identification card 
issued by the Washington State Department of Li-
censing under RCW 46.16.381 is a traffic infrac-
tion with a monetary penalty of Two Hundred Fif-
ty Dollars ($250). 
 D. The court may not suspend more than one-
half (½) of any fine imposed under subsection B or 
C of this section. For a second or subsequent viola-
tion of subsection B or C of this section, in addi-
tion to a monetary penalty, a violator must com-
plete a minimum of forty (40) hours of either 
community service for a nonprofit organization 
that serves the disabled community or persons hav-
ing disabling diseases or any other community ser-
vice that may sensitize the violator to the needs 
and obstacles faced by persons who have disabili-
ties. 
 E. Any peace officer or parking checker find-
ing any unauthorized use of such placard, or li-
cense plate shall issue and affix a notice indicating 
the unauthorized uses thereof in the form and in 
the manner required by Section 11.31.030. 
(Ord. 119011 § 7, 1998: Ord. 118105 § 2, 1996: 
Ord. 112421 § 12, 1985: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1984: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.400), 1979.) 
 
11.23.410 Carpool parking—Free and 

preferential parking. 
 During all hours when it is otherwise lawful to 
park in specific parking spaces, persons holding a 
valid carpool parking permit shall be entitled to 
park free of charge in metered parking spaces 
which are designated by appropriate signs for car-
pool use and to park overtime in other parking 
spaces which are designated by appropriate signs 
for such use. The carpool parking permit shall be 
displayed upon each parked vehicle at the time, 
place and manner prescribed in such permit. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.410), 1979.) 
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11.23.415 Carpool parking—Unlawful use 

of permit. 
 It is unlawful to display upon any vehicle a car-
pool parking permit at a time or place or in a man-
ner not consistent with the terms of such permit, 
and in addition to any other penalty prescribed by 
this subtitle, such unlawful display shall be suffi-
cient cause for revocation of such permit. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.415), 1979.) 
 
11.23.420 Curb space parking permits. 
 The Director of Engineering may authorize curb 
space parking permits for charitable, educational or 
community purposes, including, for example, med-
ically related programs, armed forces recruiting 
efforts and street fairs; provided, that no permits 
shall be authorized for commercial purposes ex-
cept in conjunction with community events. For 
purposes of this section, curb space constitutes 
roadway area next to the curb. 
(Ord. 115995 § 13, 1991: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.23.420), 1979.) 
 
11.23.440 Parking privileges. 
 No person shall be granted a franchise or special 
privilege to the exclusion of any other like person 
for parking vehicles on any roadway. Zones may 
be granted for taxicabs, official career consul ve-
hicles, moving or loading, disabled persons, curb 
space parking, service parking, carpool parking, or 
similar uses, or for any residential parking program 
which may be developed. Establishment of such a 
zone does not constitute a grant of franchise. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.23.440), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.24 

PROPERTY ACCESS PERMITS AND 

REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.24.020 Parking lot barriers. 
11.24.030 Signage that may be required 

by Traffic Engineer. 
11.24.100 Temporary driveway permit. 

 
11.24.020 Parking lot barriers. 
 No area abutting any sidewalk, alley or street 
area shall be used for off-street parking unless bar-
riers determined by the Traffic Engineer to be of 
sufficient height and strength to prevent motor ve-

hicles from protruding over or being driven or 
pushed upon any sidewalk, are constructed and 
maintained by the property owner or lessee on 
such area and parallel to the boundary line between 
such area and such sidewalk, alley or street area 
except at authorized access openings located and 
established as approved by the Traffic Engineer; 
provided, that such barriers may be placed to allow 
use of such areas when a permit from the Director 
of Engineering so authorizes. 
(Ord. 115995 § 13, 1991: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.24.020), 1979.) 
 
11.24.030 Signage that may be required by 

Traffic Engineer. 
 Whenever the Traffic Engineer determines that, 
to protect life, limb, or property, facilitate the 
movement of traffic, prevent traffic congestion, or 
maintain the most efficient transportation use of 
the streets or alleys, any of the following vehicular 
movements should be prohibited or required, it 
shall be incumbent upon and the duty of the owner 
or agent of property designated by the Traffic En-
gineer, when so ordered by such official, to install 
and maintain on such property one or more signs 
subject to approval by the Traffic Engineer as to 
sign design and location, indicating that the fol-
lowing vehicular movement(s) are prohibited or 
required, as specified by the Traffic Engineer: 
 A. Making a left turn or right turn from an off-
street garage, parking lot, or other vehicular facili-
ty served by a driveway or other route commonly 
used for travel; 
 B. Obtaining ingress to or egress from private 
property by way of a specified driveway or other 
route commonly used for travel; 
 C. Backing into a street area from a driveway; 
or 
 D. Stopping or yielding for oncoming traffic. 
(Ord. 115995 § 14, 1991.) 
 
11.24.100 Temporary driveway permit. 
 A temporary driveway permit may be obtained 
from the Street Use Division of the Engineering 
Department in accordance with Section 16 of the 
Street Use Ordinance (Ordinance 90047)1. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.24.100), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Section 16 of the Street Use Ordinance is codified in 

Section 15.06.010 through 15.06.040 of this Code. 
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Chapter 11.25 

PARADE PERMITS 
 
Sections: 

11.25.020 Permission for parade. 
11.25.040 Parades prohibited on limited 

access highways. 
 
11.25.020 Permission for parade. 
 No person shall conduct or participate in a pa-
rade upon any street or alley in the City without 
first submitting a written notification to the Chief 
of Police and obtaining a permit from the Chief of 
Police to do so. Upon written notification to the 
Chief of Police, the Chief of Police shall grant a 
permit. So that preparations for traffic regulation 
can be made, the written notification for permit 
shall state the place and hour of formation, the 
proposed line of movement or march, the sche-
duled starting time, and the names of the persons 
having charge or control of the parade, and the 
name of the sponsoring agency, if any. Such writ-
ten notification shall be delivered to the Chief of 
Police at least forty-eight (48) hours before the pa-
rade is scheduled to begin: Provided, that the forty-
eight (48) hour time limit for written notification 
may be waived by the Chief of Police if, at the 
time the written notice is submitted, the Chief of 
Police anticipates being able to make reasonable 
preparations for the parade within less time than 
forty-eight (48) hours. The Chief of Police may 
modify the place and hour of formation, the pro-
posed line of movement or march, and the sche-
duled starting time in the interest of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic safety. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.25.020), 1979.) 
 
11.25.040 Parades prohibited on limited 

access highways. 
 No person shall march or participate in any pa-
rade, or assembly on any limited access highway 
facility which is open for public travel and no per-
mit will be issued for a parade or assembly there-
on. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.25.040), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.26 

SERVICE PARKING PERMITS 
 
Sections: 

11.26.020 Service parking. 

11.26.040 Application for service 
parking. 

11.26.060 Service parking meter hoods. 
11.26.080 Service parking in metered 

area. 
11.26.100 Service parking in nonmetered 

area. 
11.26.120 Service parking work location. 
11.26.140 Service parking—Meter space 

occupied. 
11.26.160 Service parking—Hooded 

meter unoccupied. 
11.26.180 Service parking—Duration. 
11.26.200 Service parking—Prohibited. 
11.26.220 Service parking—Passenger 

vehicle. 
11.26.240 Service parking—Permit 

revocation. 
11.26.260 Service parking permit—

Fee—Time period. 
11.26.280 Service parking—Violation. 
11.26.290 On-street service parking—

Meter space occupied. 
 
11.26.020 Service parking. 
 The Traffic Engineer is authorized to issue upon 
application permits for service parking upon pay-
ment of the prescribed fee as established herein. As 
many permits may be issued to any one (1) appli-
cant as the Traffic Engineer deems necessary or 
convenient. Service parking permits are of two (2) 
types: Those needed for building service and those 
needed for on-street service functions. “Building 
service” is defined as rendering maintenance ser-
vice to building and building equipment, including 
utilities. “On-street service” is defined as a com-
mercial vehicle being used as a mobile shop or a 
commercial vehicle engaged in loading or unload-
ing operations or when the parking space is to be 
cleared to allow work to occur in the roadway area. 
(Ord. 112550 § 1, 1985: Ord. 110363 § 1, 1981: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.020), 1979.) 
 
11.26.040 Application for service parking. 
 Applicant for a service parking permit shall set 
forth the nature of his business and the necessity 
for such permit in his application to the Traffic 
Engineer. Upon receipt of the application, the Traf-
fic Engineer shall investigate the facts and upon 
approval, issue a permit. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.040), 1979.) 
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11.26.060 Service parking meter hoods. 
 A. The holder of a valid building service park-
ing permit shall be issued a service hood, padlock 
and keys to use in covering any parking meter, 
other than fifteen (15) minute meters, or for dis-
play in the vehicle where parking is controlled by 
time limit posting rather than by parking meters. 
As many service hoods may be issued as the Traf-
fic Engineer deems necessary or convenient for the 
application upon payment of the prescribed fee. 
 B. The holder of a valid on-street service park-
ing permit shall have a service hood installed and 
removed from a designated parking meter. Such 
installation and removal shall be done by the Traf-
fic Engineer and in accordance with the schedule 
specified by the permit. As many service hoods 
may be issued as the Traffic Engineer deems ne-
cessary or convenient for the application upon 
payment of the prescribed fee. 
(Ord. 112550 § 2, 1985: Ord. 110363 § 2, 1981: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.060), 1979.) 
 
11.26.080 Service parking in metered area. 
 Upon entering any available parking space, the 
building service parking permittee shall place the 
service hood over the meter and lock same in a 
neat and tidy manner as prescribed for the particu-
lar hood being used and shall place the service 
parking permit on the dashboard of the vehicle so 
that it is clearly visible through the front window 
of the vehicle; provided, that service hoods shall 
not be placed and locked over fifteen (15) minute 
meters. 
(Ord. 112550 § 3, 1985: Ord. 110967 § 4, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.080), 1979.) 
 
11.26.100 Service parking in nonmetered 

area. 
 Upon entering any parking space in a nonme-
tered area, the building service parking permittee 
shall display the building service parking permit in 
accordance with the directions thereon. The service 
hood shall be left on the driver’s seat with the win-
dow of the service hood displaying the ownership 
and service address clearly visible through the side 
window of the vehicle. 
(Ord. 112550 § 4, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.26.100), 1979.) 
 
11.26.120 Service parking work location. 
 The building service parking permittee shall be-
fore leaving the parked vehicle indicate in writing 
and place behind the window of the service hood 

the exact street address and room number where 
service work is being rendered. 
(Ord. 112550 § 5, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 1(11.26.120), 1979.) 
 
11.26.140 Service parking—Meter space 

occupied. 
 No person shall place the service hood over any 
meter when the space is occupied by another ve-
hicle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.140), 1979.) 
 
11.26.160 Service parking—Hooded meter 

unoccupied. 
 No person shall allow the service hood to re-
main in place for over one (1) hour when the space 
is not occupied by an authorized vehicle. The 
building service parking permittee shall, before 
vacating the space at the conclusion of the work, 
remove the service hood. 
(Ord. 112550 § 6, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.26.160), 1979.) 
 
11.26.180 Service parking—Duration. 
 The building service parking privilege shall not 
be valid for use on any single-service operation 
requiring more than two (2) days of on-street park-
ing unless the permittee has obtained the approval 
of the Traffic Engineer for a period of time in 
excess of two (2) days. 
(Ord. 112550 § 7, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.26.180), 1979.) 
 
11.26.200 Service parking—Prohibited. 
 The service hood shall not be displayed during 
hours when parking or stopping in the parking 
space is prohibited unless a validation for such 
display and parking has been obtained from the 
Traffic Engineer and indicated on such permit. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.200), 1979.) 
 
11.26.220 Service parking—Passenger 

vehicle. 
 No passenger type vehicle shall be parked on 
the authority of the service permit or at a meter 
covered by a service hood; provided, that station 
wagons displaying the firm name in letters not less 
than two (2) inches high and bearing truck license 
plates may be accorded this privilege. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.220), 1979.) 
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11.26.240 Service parking—Permit 
revocation. 

 The Traffic Engineer may revoke any permit if 
the service hood is used for any purpose other than 
that authorized or for any violation of this chapter. 
Upon revocation, the service hood, if it is used 
pursuant to a building service parking permit, shall 
be returned to the Traffic Engineer, or, if it is used 
pursuant to an on-street service parking permit, 
shall be removed by the Traffic Engineer, and all 
fees paid shall be forfeited. 
(Ord. 112550 § 8, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.26.240), 1979.) 
 
11.26.260 Service parking permit—Fee—

Time period. 
 A. The fee for the building service parking 
permit shall be as follows: 
 The fee for the building service parking 
permit shall be Six Hundred Dollars ($600) per 
permit per year or Fifty Dollars ($50) per permit 
per month, or portion thereof for periods less than 
one (1) year. This fee includes the use of a parking 
meter hood, padlock and key which shall remain 
the property of the City. In case hoods, padlocks or 
keys become lost or destroyed or so defaced that 
they are no longer usable, the permittee shall reim-
burse the City Twenty Dollars ($20) for issuance 
of a new hood and shall reimburse the City Eight 
Dollars ($8) for each new padlock and Two Dol-
lars ($2) for each new key. 
 B. Building service parking permits issued un-
der this chapter shall, unless revoked, be valid for a 
twelve (12) month period from July 1st to the fol-
lowing June 30th, or for any portion of the twelve 
(12) month period from the date of issuance to the 
date of expiration which shall be no later than the 
following June 30th. 
 C. The fee for the on-street service parking 
permit shall be Eight Dollars and Fifteen Cents 
($8.15) for installation and removal, plus Three 
Dollars and Sixty Cents ($3.60) per day, or part 
thereof, for usage of each hood. Those nonprofit, 
tax-exempt organizations currently recognized by 
the United States of America as exempt from fed-
eral taxation pursuant to Section 501(c)(1) or (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, 26 U.S.C., 
Section 501, as now or hereafter amended, deemed 
by the Traffic Engineer to have a need to occupy 
street space while performing an on-street service 
function, shall be exempt from fee payment for on-
street service parking permits. Also exempt from 

fee payment are the Seattle Engineering Depart-
ment street and traffic maintenance crews. 
(Ord. 114251 § 4, 1988; Ord. 112550 § 9, 1985: 
Ord. 110363 § 3, 1981: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.26.260), 1979.) 
 
11.26.280 Service parking—Violation. 
 The use of a building service parking permit 
shall be in conformance with the rules and regula-
tions promulgated by the Traffic Engineer. It shall 
be unlawful for a holder of a valid building service 
parking permit to use a service hood in a manner 
contrary to the rules and regulations. 
(Ord. 112550 § 10, 1985: Ord. 110363 § 4, 1981: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.26.280), 1979.) 
 
11.26.290 On-street service parking—

Meter space occupied. 
 If spaces are occupied when service hoods are 
installed, a notice shall be left on the service hood 
indicating the time that the meter would normally 
have expired so that a parking ticket will not be 
issued to vehicles that parked legally. 
(Ord. 112550 § 11, 1985.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.27 

COLLISION REPORTS 
 
Sections: 

11.27.020 Collision reports. 
11.27.040 Report when operator 

disabled. 
11.27.060 Reports confidential. 
11.27.100 Removal of glass and/or debris 

from roadway. 
 
11.27.020 Collision reports. 
 A. Unless a report is to be made by a law en-
forcement officer under subsection B of this sec-
tion, the operator of any vehicle involved in a col-
lision resulting in injury to or death of any person 
or damage to the property of any one (1) person to 
an apparent extent equal to or greater than the min-
imum amount established by rule adopted by the 
Chief of the Washington State Patrol in accordance 
with RCW 46.52.030 shall, within four (4) days 
after such collision make a written report of such 
collision to the Chief of Police on forms furnished 
by him; the original of such report to be imme-
diately forwarded by the Chief of Police to the 
Chief of the Washington State Patrol at Olympia, 
Washington, and the second copy of such report to 
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be forwarded to the Department of Licensing at 
Olympia, Washington. The Chief of Police may 
require any operator of any vehicle involved in a 
collision, of which report must be made as pro-
vided in this Section 11.27.020, to file supplemen-
tal reports whenever the original report in his opi-
nion is insufficient and may likewise require wit-
nesses of any such collision to render reports. 
 B. Any law enforcement officer present at the 
scene of a collision or in possession of any facts 
concerning a collision shall submit an investiga-
tor’s report as required by RCW 46.52.070. (RCW 
46.52.030) 
(Ord. 119011 § 8, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.27.020), 1979.) 
 
11.27.040 Report when operator disabled. 
 Whenever the operator of the vehicle involved 
in any collision, concerning which a collision re-
port is required, is physically incapable of making 
the required collision report and there is another 
occupant other than a passenger for hire therein, in 
the vehicle at the time of the collision capable of 
making a report, such occupant shall make or 
cause to be made such report. Upon recovery such 
operator shall make such report in the manner re-
quired by law. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.27.040), 1979.) 
 
11.27.060 Reports confidential. 
 All required collision reports and supplemental 
reports and copies thereof shall be without preju-
dice to the individuals so reporting and shall be for 
the confidential use of the Chief of Police, City 
Attorney, or other peace and enforcement officer 
as provided in this chapter and in RCW 46.52.080, 
except that any such officer shall disclose the 
names and addresses of persons reported as in-
volved in a collision or as witnesses thereto, the 
vehicle license plate numbers and descriptions of 
vehicles involved and the date, time and location 
of a collision to any person who may have a proper 
interest therein, including the operator or operators 
involved, or the legal guardian thereof, the parent 
of a minor operator, any person injured therein, the 
owner of vehicles or property damaged thereby, or 
any authorized representative of such an interested 
party or the attorney or insurer thereof. No such 
collision report or copy thereof shall be used as 
evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out 
of a collision, except that any officer above-named 
for receiving collision reports shall furnish, upon 
demand of any person who has, or who claims to 

have, made such a report, or upon demand of any 
court, a certificate showing that a specified colli-
sion report has or has not been made to the Chief 
of Police or the Chief of the Washington State Pa-
trol solely to prove a compliance or a failure to 
comply with the requirement that such a report be 
made in the manner required by law; provided, that 
the reports may be used as evidence when neces-
sary to prosecute charges filed in connection with a 
violation of Section 11.10.160. (RCW 46.52.080) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.27.060), 1979.) 
 
11.27.100 Removal of glass and/or debris 

from roadway. 
 When there has been any collision or any 
wrecked or damaged vehicle is removed from the 
street or alley, any glass, debris or other injurious 
substance dropped from such vehicle shall be re-
moved from the street or alley by the operators 
involved unless they be incapacitated or, unless 
one (1) or more of the vehicles involved is ordered 
removed by impound or private tow under which 
condition removal of any glass, debris or other in-
jurious substance shall be made by the operator of 
the tow truck. The operator of the vehicle shall pay 
all costs for such removal. If the operator fails or is 
unable to remove such glass, debris or other inju-
rious substance, the City may remove such sub-
stance and the operator of the vehicle shall reim-
burse the City for all costs of such removal. (RCW 
46.61.645(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.27.100), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.28 

ABUSE OF PRIVILEGES 
 
Sections: 

11.28.010 Abuse of privileges in 
restricted parking zones. 

11.28.020 Abuse of commercial loading 
permits. 

 
11.28.010 Abuse of privileges in restricted 

parking zones. 
 A. No person shall, for any valuable considera-
tion, offer or agree to authorize or permit another 
person to park a vehicle in any restricted parking 
zone. No person shall for any valuable considera-
tion transfer or authorize the use of any permit or 
other identification issued by the City authorizing 
a vehicle to park in any restricted parking zone. 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 DISPOSITION OF TRAFFIC OFFENSES 11.31.130 

 11-51 (Seattle 12-02) 

 B. Any person to whom a permit or other au-
thorization is granted to park in a restricted parking 
zone shall be strictly liable for compliance with its 
terms and conditions and complying with this sub-
title. Any such permit or other authorization issued 
shall be revoked if any person to whom such per-
mit is issued or authorization granted shall: 
 1. Offer or agree to authorize or permit 
another person to park a vehicle in any restricted 
parking zone for any monetary consideration; 
 2. Transfer for money the use of any 
permit or other identification issued by the City 
authorizing a vehicle to park in any restricted park-
ing zone; 
 3. Allow another person under his control 
to do either 1 or 2; or 
 4. Allow a permit or other authorization 
issued to him to be so used. 
 C. No new permit may be issued or other au-
thorization granted to such person for a period of 
one (1) year. 
(Ord. 108354 § 7, 1979: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.28.010), 1979.) 
 
11.28.020 Abuse of commercial loading 

permits. 
 A. No person shall for any valuable considera-
tion transfer or authorize the use of a commercial 
loading permit or other identification issued by the 
City. 
 B. Any person or entity that is issued a com-
mercial loading permit or authorization shall be 
strictly liable for compliance with its terms and 
conditions and complying with this subtitle. Any 
such permit or authorization issued shall be re-
voked if any person or entity to whom such permit 
is issued or authorization is granted shall: 
 1. Offer or agree to authorize or permit 
another person or entity to stand a vehicle in a 
commercial load zone or elsewhere for any mone-
tary consideration; 
 2. Transfer for money the use of any 
permit or other identification issued by the City 
authorizing a vehicle to stand in a commercial load 
zone or elsewhere; 
 3. Allow another person or entity under 
his control to do as set out in either B1 or B2 of 
this subsection; or 
 4. Allow a permit or other authorization 
issued to him to be so used. 
 C. A new permit shall not be issued or other 
authorization granted to such person or entity for a 
period of one (1) year. 

(Ord. 114518 § 3, 1989: Ord. 114251 § 8, 1988.) 
 
 

Part 3 

ENFORCEMENT 
 

Chapter 11.30 

IMPOUNDING 
 
Sections: 

11.30.010 Impoundment defined. 
11.30.020 Vehicle defined. 
11.30.030 Applicable State law adopted 

by reference. 
11.30.040 When a vehicle may be 

impounded without prior 
notice. 

11.30.060 When a vehicle may be 
impounded after notice. 

11.30.080 How impoundment is to be 
effected. 

11.30.100 Owner of impounded vehicle 
to be notified. 

11.30.105 Impoundment of vehicle where 
driver is arrested for a 
violation of Section 11.56.320 
or 11.56.340—Period of 
impoundment. 

11.30.120 Redemption of impounded 
vehicles. 

11.30.160 Post-impoundment hearing 
procedure. 
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11.30.360 Violations constituting 
abandoning—Evidence—
Penalty. 

 
11.30.010 Impoundment defined. 
 “Impoundment” means removal of a vehicle to a 
storage facility either by an officer or authorized 
agent of the Seattle Police Department or by a con-
tractor for towing and storage in response to a re-
quest from an officer or authorized agent of the 
Seattle Police Department or the Seattle Housing 
Authority. 
(Ord. 117306 § 1, 1994: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.010), 1979.) 
 
11.30.020 Vehicle defined. 
 The term “vehicle” as used in this chapter shall 
have the definition set forth in Section 11.14.710 
and, in addition, shall include any vehicle hulk as 
the same is defined in Section 11.14.045. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.020), 1979.) 
 
11.30.030 Applicable State law adopted by 

reference. 
 Applicable provisions of Chapter 46.55 RCW, 
as now or hereafter amended, are hereby incorpo-
rated into Seattle Municipal Code Chapter 11.30 
by this reference. 
(Ord. 117306 § 2, 1994.) 
 
11.30.040 When a vehicle may be 

impounded without prior notice. 
 A. A vehicle may be impounded with or with-
out citation and without giving prior notice to its 
owner as required in Section 11.30.060 hereof only 
under the following circumstances: 
 1. When the vehicle is impeding or is 
likely to impede the normal flow of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic; or 
 2. When the vehicle is illegally occupy-
ing a truck, commercial load zone, restricted park-
ing zone, bus, loading, hooded-meter, taxi, or other 
similar zone where, by order of the Director of 
Transportation or Chiefs of Police or Fire, parking 
is limited to designated classes of vehicles or is 
prohibited during certain hours, on designated days 
or at all times, and where such vehicle is interfer-
ing with the proper and intended use of such zones; 
or 
 3. When a vehicle without a special li-
cense plate, card, or decal indicating that the ve-
hicle is being used to transport a disabled person as 
defined under Chapter 46.16 RCW, as now or he-

reafter amended, is parked in a stall or space clear-
ly and conspicuously marked as provided in Sec-
tion 11.72.065 A, as now or hereafter amended, 
whether the space is provided on private property 
without charge or on public property; or 
 4. When the vehicle poses an immediate 
danger to the public safety; or 
 5. When a police officer has probable 
cause to believe that the vehicle is stolen; or 
 6. When a police officer has probable 
cause to believe that the vehicle constitutes evi-
dence of a crime or contains evidence of a crime, if 
impoundment is reasonably necessary in such in-
stance to obtain or preserve such evidence; or 
 7. When a vehicle is parked in a public 
right-of-way or on other publicly owned or con-
trolled property in violation of any law, ordinance, 
or regulation and there are four (4) or more parking 
infractions issued against the vehicle for each of 
which a person has failed to respond, failed to ap-
pear at a requested hearing, or failed to pay an ad-
judicated parking infraction for at least forty-five 
(45) days from the date of the filing of the notice 
of infraction; 
 8. When the vehicle is a “junk motor ve-
hicle” as defined in SMC 11.14.268, and is parked 
on a street, alley, or way open to the public, or on 
municipal or other public property. 
 B. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
authorize seizure of a vehicle without a warrant 
where a warrant would otherwise be required. 
(Ord. 120102 § 1, 2000; Ord. 119782 § 1, 1999: 
Ord. 119180 § 3, 1998: Ord. 117306 § 3, 1994; 
Ord. 114518 § 4, 1989; Ord. 111835 § 1, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.040), 1979.) 
 
11.30.060 When a vehicle may be 

impounded after notice. 
 A vehicle not subject to impoundment under 
Section 11.30.040 may be impounded after notice 
of such proposed impoundment has been securely 
attached to and conspicuously displayed on the 
vehicle for a period of twenty-four (24) hours prior 
to such impoundment, for the following reasons: 
 A. When such vehicle is parked and/or used in 
violation of any law, ordinance or regulation; or 
 B. When such vehicle is abandoned, as that 
term is defined in SMC 11.14.015, as now or he-
reafter amended; or 
 C. When such vehicle is so mechanically de-
fective as to be unsafe for operation; provided, 
however, that this section shall not be construed to 
prevent the operation of any such defective vehicle 
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to a place for correction of equipment defect in the 
manner directed by any peace officer. 
(Ord. 120102 § 2, 2000; Ord. 117306 § 4, 1994: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.060), 1979.) 
 
11.30.080 How impoundment is to be 

effected. 
 When impoundment is authorized by this chap-
ter, a vehicle may be impounded either by an of-
ficer or authorized agent of the Police Department 
or by a contractor for towing and storage acting at 
the request of an officer or authorized agent of the 
Police Department or Seattle Housing Authority 
and in accordance with a contract authorized by 
Section 11.30.220. 
(Ord. 117306 § 5, 1994: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.080), 1979.) 
 
11.30.100 Owner of impounded vehicle to 

be notified. 
 A. Not more than twenty-four (24) hours after 
impoundment of any vehicle, the tow contractor 
shall mail a notice by first class mail to the last 
known and legal owners of the vehicles, as may be 
disclosed by the vehicle identification number, and 
as provided by the Washington State Department 
of Licenses. The notice shall contain the full parti-
culars of the impoundment, redemption, and op-
portunity for hearing to contest the propriety of the 
impoundment as hereinafter provided. 
 B. Similar notice shall be given to each person 
who seeks to redeem an impounded vehicle, except 
that if a vehicle is redeemed prior to the mailing of 
notice, then notice need not be mailed. 
 C. The Seattle Police Department shall give 
written notification to the last registered and legal 
owner that the investigatory hold has been re-
moved, except that if a vehicle is redeemed follow-
ing notice by telephone and prior to the mailing of 
notice, then notice need not be mailed. In addition, 
the Police Department shall notify the towing con-
tractor, by telephone or in writing, of the authori-
zation to release such vehicle. 
(Ord. 117306 § 6, 1994; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.100), 1979.) 
 
11.30.105 Impoundment of vehicle where 

driver is arrested for a violation 
of Section 11.56.320 or 
11.56.340—Period of 
impoundment. 

 A. Whenever the driver of a vehicle is arrested 
for a violation of Section 11.56.320 or 11.56.340, 

the vehicle is subject to impoundment at the direc-
tion of a police officer. For purposes of this sub-
section, “arrested” includes, but is not limited to, 
being temporarily detained under Section 
12A.02.140 B and served with a citation and notice 
to appear pursuant to Section 12A.02.140 C and 
RCW 46.64.015. 
 B. Reserved. 
 C. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver 
is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320 D 
and the Washington Department of Licensing’s 
records show that the driver has been convicted of 
a violation of RCW 46.20.342 or similar local or-
dinance within the past five (5) years and the driv-
er previously has had a vehicle he or she was oper-
ating impounded pursuant to this section two (2) or 
more times within the past five (5) years, the ve-
hicle shall be impounded for thirty (30) days. 
 D. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver 
is arrested for a violation of Section 11.-56.320 B 
or C and the Washington Department of Licens-
ing’s records show that the driver has not been 
convicted of a violation of RCW 46.20.-342(1)(a) 
or (b) or similar local ordinance within the past 
five (5) years, the vehicle shall be impounded for 
thirty (30) days. 
 E. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver 
is arrested for a violation of Section 11.56.320 B 
or C and the Washington Department of Licens-
ing’s records show that the driver has been con-
victed one (1) time of a violation of RCW 
46.20.342(1)(a) or (b) or similar local ordinance 
once within the past five (5) years, the vehicle 
shall be impounded for sixty (60) days. 
 F. If a vehicle is impounded because the driver 
is arrested for a violation of Section 11.-56.320 B 
or C and the Washington Department of Licens-
ing’s records show that the driver has been con-
victed of a violation of RCW 46.20.-342(1)(a) or 
(b) or similar local ordinance two (2) or more 
times within the past five (5) years, the vehicle 
shall be impounded for ninety (90) days. 
(Ord. 120006 § 1, 2000; Ord. 12005 § 1, 2000; 
Ord. 119180 § 4, 1998.) 
 
11.30.120 Redemption of impounded 

vehicles. 
 Vehicles impounded by the City shall be re-
deemed only under the following circumstances: 
 A. Only the registered owner, a person autho-
rized by the registered owner, or one who has pur-
chased the vehicle from the registered owner, who 
produces proof of ownership or authorization and 
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signs a receipt therefor, may redeem an impounded 
vehicle. A person redeeming a vehicle impounded 
pursuant to Section 11.30.105 must prior to re-
demption establish that he or she has a valid driv-
er’s license and is in compliance with Section 
11.20.340. A vehicle impounded pursuant to Sec-
tion 11.30.040 A7 or Section 11.30.105 can be re-
leased only pursuant to a written order from the 
Police Department or a court. 
 B. Any person so redeeming a vehicle im-
pounded by the City shall pay the towing contrac-
tor for costs of impoundment (removal, towing, 
and storage) and administrative fee prior to re-
deeming such vehicle. If the vehicle was im-
pounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 and was 
not being operated by the registered owner when it 
was impounded, the Municipal Court or the Chief 
of Police shall waive the administrative fee if the 
registered owner seeks to redeem the vehicle, but a 
registered owner shall be eligible for only one 
waiver regardless of the number of times he or she 
seeks to redeem a vehicle and regardless of the 
number of vehicles he or she seeks to redeem. 
Such towing contractor shall accept payment as 
provided in RCW 46.55.-120(1)(b), as now or he-
reafter amended. If the vehicle was impounded 
pursuant to Section 11.-30.105 and was being op-
erated by the registered owner when it was im-
pounded, it may not be released to any person until 
all penalties, fines, or forfeitures owed by the reg-
istered owner have been satisfied by payment in 
full, by establishment of a time payment agreement 
with the Municipal Court, or by other means ac-
ceptable to the Municipal Court. 
 C. The Municipal Court is authorized to release 
a vehicle impounded pursuant to Section 11.30.105 
prior to the expiration of any period of impound-
ment upon petition of the spouse of the driver, or 
the person registered pursuant to Ordinance 
117244 as the domestic partner of the driver, based 
on economic or personal hardship to such spouse 
or domestic partner resulting from the unavailabili-
ty of the vehicle and after consideration of the 
threat to public safety that may result from release 
of the vehicle, including, but not limited to, the 
driver’s criminal history, driving record, license 
status, and access to the vehicle. If such release is 
authorized, the person redeeming the vehicle still 
must satisfy the requirements of Section 11.30.120 
A and B. 
 D. Any person seeking to redeem a vehicle im-
pounded as a result of a parking or traffic citation 
has a right to a hearing before a Municipal Court 

judicial officer to contest the validity of an im-
poundment or the amount of removal, towing, and 
storage charges or administrative fee if such re-
quest for hearing is in writing, in a form approved 
by the Municipal Court and signed by such person, 
and is received by the Municipal Court within ten 
(10) days (including Saturdays, Sundays, and holi-
days) of the latter of the date the notice was mailed 
to such person pursuant to Section 11.30.100 A or 
B, or the date the notice was given to such person 
by the registered tow truck operator pursuant to 
RCW 46.55.120(2)(a). Such hearing shall be pro-
vided as follows: 
 1. If all of the requirements to redeem the 
vehicle, including expiration of any period of im-
poundment under Section 11.30.105, have been 
satisfied, then the impounded vehicle shall be re-
leased immediately, and a hearing as provided for 
in Section 11.30.160 shall be held within ninety 
(90) days of the written request for hearing. 
 2. If not all of the requirements to redeem 
the vehicle, including expiration of any period of 
impoundment under Section 11.30.105, have been 
satisfied, then the impounded vehicle shall not be 
released until after the hearing provided pursuant 
to Section 11.30.160, which shall be held within 
two (2) business days (excluding Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays) of the written request for hear-
ing. 
 3. Any person seeking a hearing who has 
failed to request such hearing within the time spe-
cified in Section 11.30.120 D may petition the 
Municipal Court for an extension to file a request 
for hearing. Such extension shall only be granted 
upon the demonstration of good cause as to the 
reason(s) the request for hearing was not timely 
filed. For the purposes of this section, “good 
cause” shall be defined as circumstances beyond 
the control of the person seeking the hearing that 
prevented such person from filing a timely request 
for hearing. In the event such extension is granted, 
the person receiving such extension shall be 
granted a hearing in accordance with this chapter. 
 4. In person fails to file a timely request 
for hearing and no extension to file such a request 
has been granted, the right to a hearing is waived, 
the impoundment and the associated costs of im-
poundment and administrative fee are deemed to 
be proper, and the City shall not be liable for re-
moval, towing, and storage charges arising from 
the impoundment. 
 5. In accordance with RCW 46.55.240 
(1)(d), a decision made by a Municipal Court judi-
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cial officer may be appealed to Municipal Court 
for final judgment. The hearing on the appeal un-
der this subsection shall be de novo. A person ap-
pealing such a decision must file a request for an 
appeal in Municipal Court within fifteen (15) days 
after the decision of the Municipal Court judicial 
officer and must pay a filing fee in the same 
amount required for the filing of a suit in district 
court. If a person fails to file a request for an ap-
peal within the time specified by this section or 
does not pay the filing fee, the right to an appeal is 
waived and the Municipal Court judicial officer’s 
decision is final. 
(Ord. 120007 § 1, 2000; Ord. 120006 § 2, 2000; 
Ord. 119180 § 5, 1998: Ord. 117306 § 7, 1994: 
Ord. 115634 § 1, 1991: Ord. 110106 § 1, 1981: 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.120), 1979.) 
 
11.30.160 Post-impoundment hearing 

procedure. 
 Hearings requested pursuant to Section 
11.30.120 shall be held by a Municipal Court judi-
cial officer, who shall determine whether the im-
poundment was proper and whether the associated 
removal, towing, storage, and administrative fees 
were proper. The Municipal Court judicial officer 
shall not have the authority to determine the com-
mission or mitigation of any parking infraction 
unless a timely response under Section 
11.31.050 A was filed to that notice of infraction 
requesting a hearing and the hearing date for that 
infraction has not passed, in which case the Munic-
ipal Court judicial officer has discretion to conso-
lidate the impoundment hearing and the notice of 
infraction hearing. 
 A. At the hearing, an abstract of the driver’s 
driving record is admissible without further evi-
dentiary foundation and is prima facie evidence of 
the status of the driver’s license, permit, or privi-
lege to drive and that the driver was convicted of 
each offense shown on the abstract. In addition, a 
certified vehicle registration of the impounded ve-
hicle is admissible without further evidentiary 
foundation and is prima facie evidence of the iden-
tity of the registered owner of the vehicle. 
 B. If the impoundment is found to be proper, 
the Municipal Court judicial officer shall enter an 
order so stating. In the event that the costs of im-
poundment (removal, towing, and storage) and 
administrative fee have not been paid or any other 
applicable requirements of Section 11.30.120 B 
have not been satisfied or any period of impound-
ment under Section 11.30.105 has not expired, the 

Municipal Court judicial officer’s order shall also 
provide that the impounded vehicle shall be re-
leased only after payment to the City of any fines 
imposed on any underlying traffic or parking in-
fraction and satisfaction of any other applicable 
requirements of Section 11.30.120 B and payment 
of the costs of impoundment and administrative fee 
to the towing company and after expiration of any 
period of impoundment under Section 11.30.105. 
In the event that the Municipal Court judicial of-
ficer grants time payments for the costs of im-
poundment and administrative fee, the City shall 
be responsible for paying the costs of impound-
ment to the towing company. The Municipal Court 
judicial officer shall grant such time payments only 
in cases of extreme financial need, and where there 
is an effective guarantee of payment. 
 C. If the impoundment is found to be improper, 
the Municipal Court judicial officer shall enter an 
order so stating and order the immediate release of 
the vehicle. If the costs of impoundment and ad-
ministrative fee have already been paid, the Mu-
nicipal Court judicial officer shall enter judgment 
against the City and in favor of the person who has 
paid the costs of impoundment and administrative 
fee in the amount of the costs of the impoundment 
and administrative fee. 
 D. In the event that the Municipal Court judi-
cial officer finds that the impound was proper, but 
that the removal, towing, storage, or administrative 
fees charged for the impoundment were improper, 
the Municipal Court judicial officer shall deter-
mine the correct fees to be charged. If the costs of 
impoundment and administrative fee have been 
paid, the Municipal Court judicial officer shall en-
ter a judgment against the City and in favor of the 
person who has paid the costs of impoundment and 
administrative fee for the amount of the overpay-
ment. 
 E. No determination of facts made at a hearing 
under this section shall have any collateral estoppel 
effect on a subsequent criminal prosecution and 
such determination shall not preclude litigation of 
those same facts in a subsequent criminal prosecu-
tion. 
 F. An appeal of the Municipal Court judicial 
officer’s decision in Municipal Court shall be con-
ducted according to, and is subject to, the proce-
dures of this section. If the court finds that the im-
poundment or the removal, towing, storage, or ad-
ministrative fees are improper, any judgment en-
tered against the City shall include the amount of 
the filing fee. 
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(Ord. 120006 § 3, 2000: Ord. 119180 § 6, 1998: 
Ord. 115634 § 3, 1991: Ord. 110106 § 2, 1981: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.160), 1979.) 
 
11.30.180 Responsibility for fees as to 

standby time or vehicles held for 
investigatory purposes. 

 A. No fee shall be assessed against the owner 
of a vehicle for time elapsed after the towing 
equipment has arrived at the location of the vehicle 
to be towed and prior to the operation of the tow-
ing equipment or performance of the impound ser-
vice. 
 B. No impoundment fee and/or towing or sto-
rage charges shall be assessed against the owner of 
a vehicle which is being held for investigatory 
purposes pursuant to Section 11.30.040 A6 and 
which is redeemed within forty-eight (48) hours 
after the Police Department shall have notified the 
owner of the release of such vehicle in writing in 
the manner provided in Section 11.30.100 C; pro-
vided that such owner or person authorized to ob-
tain possession of such impounded vehicle shall 
pay any charges assessed for storage after such 
forty-eight (48) hour period; provided further, that 
if the registered owner or the driver authorized by 
the registered owner is arrested or charged with a 
crime in connection with the incident leading to 
impoundment, the City shall not pay the towing or 
storage charges. 
(Ord. 117306 § 8, 1994: Ord. 115634 § 4, 1991: 
Ord. 112421 § 6, 1985; Ord. 109031 § 1, 1980: 
Ord. 108200 § 2 (11.30.180), 1979.) 
 
11.30.200 Abandoned vehicles. 
 A. Any impounded vehicle not redeemed with-
in fifteen (15) days of mailing of the notice re-
quired by Section 11.30.100 shall be deemed 
abandoned. 
 B. No tow truck operator shall sell or otherwise 
dispose of an abandoned vehicle unless all appli-
cable provisions of State law have been complied 
with. 
(Ord. 117306 § 9, 1994: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.200), 1979.) 
 
11.30.220 Contract for towing and storage. 
 A. The Director of Executive Administration is 
authorized and directed to prepare specifications 
for towing and storage of vehicles, including in-
structions to bidders, containing such provisions as 
the Director of Executive Administration shall 
deem advisable and not in conflict with this chap-

ter. The specifications shall be subject to the re-
view and approval of the Budget Director and the 
approval of the City Council by resolution passed 
for such purpose. 
 B. A call for bids responsive to such specifica-
tions shall then be made, and the contract shall be 
awarded to the lowest and best bidder whose pro-
posal is deemed by the Director of Executive Ad-
ministration to be the most advantageous for the 
public and the City; provided that, in the event all 
bids are deemed by the Director of Executive Ad-
ministration to be too high or irregular, he or she 
may reject all such bids and make another call for 
bids or proceed alternatively pursuant to ordinance 
passed for such purpose. 
 The Director of Executive Administration shall 
consider, among other relevant factors, the follow-
ing: 
 1. Integrity, skill, and business judgment 
of the bidder; 
 2. General experience in providing tow-
ing and storage services; 
 3. Conduct and performance under a pre-
vious City towing impound contract demonstrating 
honesty, promptness, skill, efficiency, and a satis-
factory relationship with vehicle owners; 
 4. Existing availability of equipment, fa-
cilities, and personnel; and 
 5. The bidder’s financial ability and wil-
lingness to expand or improve available equip-
ment, facilities, and services. 
 The contract award shall be in accordance 
with the specifications so approved for towing and 
storage service necessary for carrying out the pro-
visions of this chapter. 
 C. Subsequent to the award of the contract, the 
Director of Executive Administration shall file a 
written statement with the City Clerk giving the 
name and address of the contractor for towing and 
storage of vehicles and, if more than one (1) place 
of storage has been provided, the name and address 
or location of each storage place. The Director of 
Executive Administration shall administer and en-
force contracts made pursuant to this section. 
(Ord. 120794 § 199, 2002: Ord. 117169 § 128, 
1994: Ord. 116368 § 214, 1992; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.220), 1979.) 
 
11.30.240 Contract for towing and 

storage—Financial responsibility. 
 Any contract for towing and storage under the 
provisions of this chapter shall require the contrac-
tor to demonstrate proof of financial responsibility 
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for any liability which the City may have as a re-
sult of any negligence, wilful conduct or breach of 
contract by the contractor and for any damages 
which the owner of an impounded vehicle may 
sustain as a result of damage to or loss of the ve-
hicle, or the contents of a vehicle in the custody of 
the contractor. Proof of financial responsibility 
shall be furnished either by proof of insurance, by 
filing a surety bond and/or by depositing cash in 
such amounts as the Finance Director shall deter-
mine necessary. 
(Ord. 117306 § 10, 1994: Ord. 117169 § 129, 
1994: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.240), 1979.) 
 
11.30.260 Contract for towing and 

storage—Notice to owners of 
impounded vehicles. 

 Any contract for towing and storage under pro-
visions of this chapter shall require the contractor, 
at any location where vehicles are impounded, to 
post conspicuous notice of the rights of the owners 
of such vehicles under Section 11.30.220. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.260), 1979.) 
 
11.30.280 Contractor to file monthly claim 

for services. 
 The contractor shall, on or before the tenth day 
of each month, file his or her claim with the De-
partment of Executive Administration for towing 
and storage charges accruing to him or her upon 
vehicles redeemed as provided in this chapter dur-
ing the preceding month, in accordance with this 
chapter and with the specifications for the contract 
authorized in Section 11.30.220, and such claim 
shall be sworn to by him or her under oath. The 
Director of Executive Administration shall audit 
such claim and any payment thereof at least once 
annually. A warrant or warrants for payment of 
such claim shall be drawn and paid by the Director 
of Executive Administration from such expendi-
ture allowances as may be provided therefor in the 
annual budget or from such moneys as may other-
wise be appropriated for such purpose. If the ap-
propriate fund is solvent at the time payment is 
ordered, the Director of Executive Administration 
may elect to make payment by check. 
(Ord. 120794 § 200, 2002: Ord. 120181 § 115, 
2000: Ord. 120114 § 34, 2000: Ord. 118397 § 100, 
1996: Ord. 117169 § 130, 1994: Ord. 116368 
§ 215, 1992: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.280), 1979.) 
 

11.30.290 Contract for towing and 
storage—Administrative fee. 

 A. If a vehicle is impounded pursuant to Sec-
tion 11.30.105, an administrative fee shall be le-
vied when the vehicle is redeemed under the speci-
fications of the contract provided for by Section 
11.30.220. 
 B. If a vehicle is impounded pursuant to Sec-
tion 11.30.040 A7, an administrative fee shall be 
levied when the vehicle is redeemed under the spe-
cifications of the contract provided for by Section 
11.30.220. 
 C. If a vehicle is impounded other than pur-
suant to Section 11.30.040 A7 or Section 11.30.-
105, an administrative fee shall be levied when the 
vehicle is redeemed under the specifications of the 
contract provided for by Section 11.30.-220. 
 D. The administrative fee shall be collected by 
the contractor performing the impound, and shall 
be remitted to the Department of Executive Ad-
ministration in the manner directed by the Director 
of Executive Administration and as specified in the 
contract provided by Section 11.30.220 A. The 
administrative fee shall be for the purpose of off-
setting, to the extent practicable, the cost to the 
City of implementing, enforcing, and administer-
ing the provisions of this chapter and shall be de-
posited in an appropriate account. The administra-
tive fee shall be set by rule by the Director of Ex-
ecutive Administration in an amount not to exceed 
One Hundred Dollars ($100). 
(Ord. 120794 § 201, 2002; Ord. 120181 § 116, 
2000: Ord. 119180 § 7, 1998: Ord. 118397 § 101, 
1996: Ord. 117306 § 11, 1994.) 
 
11.30.300 Record of impounded vehicles. 
 A. The Police Department shall keep, and make 
available for public inspection, a record of all ve-
hicles impounded under the provisions of this 
chapter. The record shall include at least the fol-
lowing information: 
 1. Manufacturer’s trade name or make; 
 2. Vehicle license number and state of 
registration; 
 3. Vehicle identification number; 
 4. Such other descriptive information as 
the Chief of Police deems useful for purposes of 
vehicle identification; 
 5. Basis for impoundment, including ref-
erence to the appropriate section or sections of this 
subtitle; and 
 6. Disposition of the vehicle and date of 
disposition. 
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 B. The Police Department shall furnish to the 
towing contractor, upon request, the name of the 
registered owner of any vehicle impounded by 
such contractor pursuant to this chapter. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.300), 1979.) 
 
11.30.320 Rules and regulations. 
 The Director of Executive Administration and 
the Chief of Police are authorized and directed to 
promulgate rules and regulations consistent with 
this chapter, the Charter of the City, and the Ad-
ministrative Code of the City,1 to provide for the 
fair and efficient administration of any contract or 
contracts awarded pursuant to Section 11.30.220 
and to provide for the fair and efficient administra-
tion of any vehicle impoundment, redemption, or 
release or any impoundment hearing under this 
chapter. 
(Ord. 120794 § 202, 2002: Ord. 119180 § 8, 1998: 
Ord. 117169 § 131, 1994: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.30.320), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The City Charter is included in the front of this Code; 

the Administrative Code is codified in Chapter 3.02. 

 
11.30.360 Violations constituting 

abandoning—Evidence—
Penalty. 

 A. No person shall wilfully leave an abandoned 
vehicle on private property for more than twenty-
four (24) hours without the permission of the per-
son having the right to possession of the property, 
or a wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative vehicle or 
automobile hulk on a street, alley or way open to 
the public for twenty-four (24) hours or longer 
without notification to the Chief of Police of the 
reasons for leaving the motor vehicle in such a 
place. Any such vehicle or hulk shall be abated and 
removed in accordance with the provisions of Or-
dinance 98223,1 as amended, and enforcement 
shall be by the City Engineer in accordance with 
said ordinance as amended. For the purposes of 
this section, the fact that a motor vehicle has been 
so left without permission or notification is prima 
facie evidence of abandonment. 
 B. Any person found to have abandoned a ve-
hicle or hulk shall, in addition to any penalty im-
posed, also be assessed any costs incurred by the 
City in the removal of such abandoned vehicle or 
hulk less any moneys received by the City from 
such removal. 
(Ord. 117306 § 13, 1994; Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.30.360), 1979.) 

 
1. Editor’s Note: Ord. 98223 is codified in Chapter 11.92 of this Code. 

 
 

Chapter 11.31 

DISPOSITION OF TRAFFIC OFFENSES 
 
Sections: 

11.31.010 Violations as traffic 
infractions. 

11.31.020 Notice of traffic infraction—
Issuance. 

11.31.030 Parking notices. 
11.31.040 Notice of traffic infraction—

Determination—Response. 
11.31.050 Response to notice of traffic 

infraction—Contesting 
determination—Hearing—
Failure to appear. 

11.31.060 Hearing—Contesting 
determination that infraction 
committed—Appeal. 

11.31.070 Hearings—Explanation of 
mitigating circumstances. 

11.31.080 Owner responsible for 
stopping, standing, parking, or 
alarm violation. 

11.31.110 Charging violations of speed 
regulations. 

11.31.115 Monetary penalty doubled for 
certain traffic infractions. 

11.31.120 Monetary penalties. 
11.31.125 Civil infraction—Automobile 

alarm—Failure to respond. 
11.31.130 Order of court—Civil in 

nature. 
 
11.31.010 Violations as traffic infractions. 
 Except as otherwise provided in Section 
11.34.020 or elsewhere in this title, failure to per-
form any act required or the performance of any 
act prohibited by this title is designated as a traffic 
infraction and may not be classified as a criminal 
offense. 
(Ord. 115040 § 6, 1990: Ord. 112975 § 1, 1986: 
Ord. 112466 § 2, 1985: Ord. 110967 § 5, 1983: 
Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.010), 1979.) 
 
11.31.020 Notice of traffic infraction—

Issuance. 
 A. A peace officer has the authority to issue a 
notice of traffic infraction when the infraction is 
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committed in the officer’s presence or if an officer 
investigating at the scene of a motor vehicle acci-
dent has reasonable cause to believe that the driver 
of a motor vehicle involved in the accident has 
committed a traffic infraction. 
 B. A court may issue a notice of traffic infrac-
tion upon receipt of a written statement of the of-
ficer that there is reasonable cause to believe that 
an infraction was committed. (RCW 46.63.030) 
(Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.020), 1979.) 
 
11.31.030 Parking notices. 
 Whenever any motor vehicle without an opera-
tor is found parked, standing or stopped in viola-
tion of this subtitle, the officer finding it may take 
its registration number and any other information 
displayed on the vehicle which may identify its 
user, and shall fix conspicuously to such vehicle a 
notice of traffic infraction. (RCW 46.63.030(3)) 
(Ord. 109476 § 2(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.030), 1979.) 
 
11.31.040 Notice of traffic infraction—

Determination—Response. 
 A notice of traffic infraction represents a deter-
mination that an infraction has been committed. 
The determination will be final unless contested as 
provided in this chapter. (RCW 46.63.060) 
(Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.020), 1979.) 
 
11.31.050 Response to notice of traffic 

infraction—Contesting 
determination—Hearing—
Failure to appear. 

 A. Any person who receives a notice of traffic 
infraction shall respond to such notice as provided 
in this section within fifteen (15) days of the date 
of the notice. 
 B. If the person determined to have committed 
the infraction does not contest the determination 
the person shall respond by completing the appro-
priate portion of the notice of infraction and sub-
mitting it, either by mail or in person, to the Mu-
nicipal Court of Seattle. A check or money order in 
the amount of the penalty prescribed for the infrac-
tion must be submitted with the response. When a 
response which does not contest the determination 
is received, an appropriate order shall be entered in 
the court’s records, and a record of the response 
and order shall be furnished to the Department of 
Licensing in accordance with RCW 46.20.270. 

 C. If the person determined to have committed 
the infraction wishes to contest the determination 
the person shall respond by completing the portion 
of the notice of infraction requesting a hearing and 
submitting it, either by mail or in person, to the 
Municipal Court of Seattle. The court shall notify 
the person in writing of the time, place, and date of 
the hearing, and that date shall not be sooner than 
fifteen (15) days from the date of the notice, except 
by agreement. 
 D. If the person determined to have committed 
the infraction does not contest the determination 
but wishes to explain mitigating circumstances sur-
rounding the infraction, the person shall respond 
by completing the portion of the notice of infrac-
tion requesting a hearing for that purpose and 
submitting it, either by mail or in person, to the 
Municipal Court of Seattle. The court shall notify 
the person in writing of the time, place, and date of 
the hearing. 
 E. In any hearing conducted pursuant to sub-
sections C or D of this section, the court may defer 
findings, or in a hearing to explain mitigating cir-
cumstances may defer entry of its order, for up to 
one (1) year and impose conditions upon the de-
fendant the court deems appropriate. Upon defer-
ring findings, the court may assess costs as the 
court deems appropriate for administrative 
processing. If at the end of the deferral period the 
defendant has met all conditions and has not been 
determined to have committed another traffic in-
fraction, the court may dismiss the infraction. A 
person may not receive more than one (1) deferral 
within a seven (7) year period for traffic infrac-
tions for moving violations and more than one (1) 
deferral within a seven (7) year period for traffic 
infractions for nonmoving violations. 
 F. If any person issued a notice of traffic in-
fraction: 
 1. Fails to respond to the notice of traffic 
infraction as provided in subsection B of this sec-
tion; or 
 2. Fails to appear at a hearing requested 
pursuant to subsections C or D; the court shall en-
ter an appropriate order assessing the monetary 
penalty prescribed for the traffic infraction and any 
other penalty authorized by this chapter and shall 
notify the Department of Licensing in accordance 
with RCW 46.20.270 of the failure to respond to 
the notice of infraction or to appear at a requested 
hearing. (RCW 46.63.070) 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



11.32.020 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC 

(Seattle 12-02) 11-52 

(Ord. 120060 § 1, 2000: Ord. 111859 § 2, 1984: 
Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.050), 1979.) 
 
11.31.060 Hearing—Contesting 

determination that infraction 
committed—Appeal. 

 A. A hearing held for the purpose of contesting 
the determination that an infraction has been com-
mitted shall be without a jury. 
 B. The court may consider the notice of traffic 
infraction and any other written report made under 
oath submitted by the officer who issued the notice 
or whose written statement was the basis for the 
issuance of the notice in lieu of the officer’s per-
sonal appearance at the hearing. The person named 
in the notice may subpoena witnesses, including 
the officer, and has the right to present evidence 
and examine witnesses present in court. 
 C. The burden of proof is upon the City to es-
tablish the commission of the infraction by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence. 
 D. After consideration of the evidence and ar-
gument, the court shall determine whether the in-
fraction was committed. Where it has not been es-
tablished that the infraction was committed, an or-
der dismissing the notice shall be entered in the 
court’s records. Where it has been established that 
the infraction was committed an appropriate order 
shall be entered in the court’s records. A record of 
the court’s determination and order shall be fur-
nished to the Department of Licensing in accor-
dance with RCW 46.20.270 as now or hereafter 
amended. 
 E. An appeal from the court’s determination or 
order shall be to the Superior Court. The decision 
of the Superior Court is subject only to discretio-
nary review pursuant to Rule 2.3 of the Rules of 
Appellate Procedure. (RCW 46.63.090) 
(Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.060), 1979.) 
 
11.31.070 Hearings—Explanation of 

mitigating circumstances. 
 A. A hearing held for the purpose of allowing a 
person to explain mitigating circumstances sur-
rounding the commission of an infraction shall be 
an informal proceeding. The person may not sub-
poena witnesses. The determination that an infrac-
tion has been committed may not be contested at a 
hearing held for the purpose of explaining mitigat-
ing circumstances. 

 B. After the court has heard the explanation of 
the circumstances surrounding the commission of 
the infraction an appropriate order shall be entered 
in the court’s records. A record of the court’s de-
termination and order shall be furnished to the De-
partment of Licensing in accordance with RCW 
46.20.270 as now or hereafter amended. 
 C. There may be no appeal from the court’s 
determination or order. (RCW 46.63.100) 
(Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.070), 1979.) 
 
11.31.080 Owner responsible for stopping, 

standing, parking, or alarm 
violation. 

 A. In any traffic infraction case involving a vi-
olation of this title relating to the stopping, stand-
ing or parking of a vehicle, or the sounding of an 
audible alarm, proof that the particular vehicle de-
scribed in the notice of traffic infraction was stop-
ping, standing or parking or emitting an audible 
alarm in violation of any such provision in this title 
together with proof of registered ownership of the 
vehicle at the time of the violation, shall constitute 
in evidence a prima facie presumption that the reg-
istered owner of the vehicle was the person who 
parked or placed the vehicle at the point where, 
and for the time during which, the violation oc-
curred or was responsible for the failure to turn off 
the audible alarm as required. 
 B. The foregoing stated presumption shall ap-
ply only when the procedure prescribed in Section 
11.31.030 has been followed. (RCW 46.63) 
 C. If a car rental agency declares that the ve-
hicle was under lease at the time of the violation, 
and supplies the name and address of the lessee, 
there shall be a prima facie presumption that the 
lessee so identified parked or placed the vehicle at 
the point where the violation occurred, or was re-
sponsible for the failure to turn off the audible 
alarm as required. 
(Ord. 116701 § 2, 1993: Ord. 109476 § 2(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.31.080), 1979.) 
 
11.31.110 Charging violations of speed 

regulations. 
 In every notice of traffic infraction for violation 
of any speed regulation in this title the notice of 
infraction shall specify the approximate speed at 
which the person named in the notice of infraction 
is alleged to have driven, and the maximum speed 
applicable at the location at which the person was 
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issued a notice of infraction for violation of a 
speed regulation. (RCW 46.61.475) 
(Ord. 109476 § 2(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.110), 1979.) 
 
11.31.115 Monetary penalty doubled for 

certain traffic infractions. 
 A person found to have committed a traffic in-
fraction relating to speed restrictions in a school or 
playground crosswalk zone under Section 
11.52.100 or a roadway construction zone under 
Section 11.52.110 or overtaking and passing a 
school bus under Section 11.53.440 A shall be as-
sessed a monetary penalty equal to twice the penal-
ty assessed under Section 11.31.120. This penalty 
may not be waived, reduced or suspended. (RCW 
46.61.440(2); RCW 46.61.527(3); RCW 
46.61.370(6)) 
(Ord. 119011 § 9, 1998.) 
 
11.31.120 Monetary penalties. 
 A. A person found to have committed a traffic 
infraction shall be assessed a monetary penalty. No 
penalty may exceed Two Hundred Fifty Dollars 
($250) for each offense unless a higher penalty is 
specifically provided for in this title or by statute. 
 B. There shall be a penalty of Twenty-five Dol-
lars ($25) for failure to respond to a notice of traf-
fic infraction, to appear at a requested hearing or to 
pay a monetary penalty imposed pursuant to this 
chapter; provided, the penalty for failure to re-
spond to a notice of the traffic infraction of over-
time parking shall be Twenty Dollars ($20). 
(Ord. 120481 § 3, 2001; Ord. 115927 § 1, 1991: 
Ord. 114839 § 1, 1989: Ord. 113186 § 1, 1986: 
Ord. 110013 § 1, 1981: Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.31.120), 1979.) 
 
11.31.125 Civil infraction—Automobile 

alarm—Failure to respond. 
 A. The violation of or failure to comply with 
Section 11.84.345 is a civil infraction as contem-
plated by RCW Chapter 7.80, and subject as a 
Class 4 civil infraction to a maximum penalty and 
a default amount of Twenty-three Dollars ($23). 
 B. There shall be a maximum penalty and de-
fault amount of Twenty-five Dollars ($25) for fail-
ure to respond to a notice of violation under Sec-
tion 11.84.345 within fifteen (15) days from the 
date of notice as contemplated by RCW 
7.80.030(1) and 7.80.076(2)(K), a failure to appear 
at a hearing requested by the recipient of the notice 
as contemplated by RCW 7.80.160(2) and RCW 

7.80.070(2)(K), and a failure to pay a penalty im-
posed under subsection A of this section, as con-
templated by RCW 7.80.160(3). 
 C. If the court determines that a person has in-
sufficient funds to pay the monetary penalty, the 
court may order performance of a number of hours 
of community service instead. 
(Ord. 116701 § 3, 1993.) 
 
11.31.130 Order of court—Civil in nature. 
 An order entered after the receipt of a response 
which does not contest the determination, or after 
it has been established at a hearing that the infrac-
tion was committed, or after a hearing for the pur-
pose of explaining mitigating circumstances is civ-
il in nature. (RCW 46.63.120) 
(Ord. 109476 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.31.130), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.32 

CITATIONS 

 
Sections: 

11.32.020 Service of citation. 
11.32.080 Return of citation. 
11.32.160 Cancellation. 

 
11.32.020 Service of citation. 
 Whenever any person is charged with any viola-
tion of this subtitle, other than a traffic infraction 
the officer may serve upon him a complaint and 
citation. Such complaint and citation shall be han-
dled and disposed of as set forth in RCW 
46.64.010 and also shall conform with the re-
quirements and be in the form prescribed in RCW 
46.64.015. The person, in order to secure release, 
and when permitted by the officer, must give his 
written promise to appear as required by the cita-
tion by signing in the appropriate place the written 
complaint and citation. If the person fails or refus-
es to sign such written promise, he may be taken 
into custody of the officer and so remain or be 
placed in confinement. (RCW 46.64.010, 
46.64.015) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.32.020), 1979.) 
 
11.32.080 Return of citation. 
 The original or a copy of every citation issued 
by an enforcement officer shall be transmitted to 
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the Municipal Court of Seattle as soon as is prac-
ticable. (RCW 46.64.010) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.32.080), 1979.) 
 
11.32.160 Cancellation. 
 No person shall cancel or solicit the cancellation 
of any citation in any manner other than as pro-
vided in this chapter. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.32.160), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.34 

PENALTIES 

 
Sections: 

11.34.020 Penalties for criminal offenses. 
11.34.040 Aiding and abetting violation. 

 
11.34.020 Penalties for criminal offenses. 
 A. Any person convicted of any of the follow-
ing offenses may be punished by a fine in any sum 
not to exceed Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) or 
by imprisonment for a term not to exceed one (1) 
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment: 
 1. Section 11.22.070 B, Licenses and 
plates required—Penalties—Exceptions; 
 2. Section 11.22.090, Vehicle trip per-
mits—Restrictions and requirements—Penalty; 
 3. Section 11.23.400, Disabled parking—
Enforcement; 
 4. Section 11.55.340, Vehicles carrying 
explosives, flammable liquids, poison gas, lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) and cryogenics must 
stop at all railroad grade crossings; 
 5. Section 11.56.120, Reckless driving; 
 6. Section 11.56.130, Reckless endan-
germent of roadway workers; 
 7. Section 11.56.320 B, Driving while 
license is suspended or revoked in the first degree; 
 8. Section 11.56.320 C, Driving while 
license is suspended or revoked in the second de-
gree; 
 9. Section 11.56.340, Operation of motor 
vehicle prohibited while license is suspended or 
revoked; 
 10. Section 11.56.420, Hit and run (at-
tended); 
 11. Section 11.56.355, Assisting another in 
starting and operating a motor vehicle in violation 
of court order regarding ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device; 

 12. Section 11.56.445, Hit and run (by un-
attended vehicle); 
 13. Section 11.56.450, Hit and run (pede-
strian or person on a device propelled by human 
power); 
 14. Section 11.60.690, Transportation of 
liquified petroleum gas; 
 15. Section 11.62.020, Flammable liquids, 
combustible liquids and hazardous chemicals; 
 16. Section 11.62.040, Explosives; 
 17. Section 11.80.140 B, Certain vehicles 
to carry flares or other warning devices (subsection 
B only); 
 18. Section 11.80.160 E, Display of warn-
ing devices when vehicle disabled (subsection E 
only); 
 19. Section 11.84.380, Fire extinguishers; 
 20. Section 11.86.080, Flammable or 
combustible labeling; 
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 21. Section 11.86.100, Explosive cargo 
labeling; 
 22. Section 11.34.040, with respect to aid-
ing and abetting the foregoing criminal offenses. 
 B. Any person convicted of any of the follow-
ing offenses may be punished by a fine in any sum 
not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) or 
by imprisonment for a term not to exceed ninety 
(90) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment: 
 1. Section 11.20.010, Driver’s license 
required—Exception—Penalty, unless the person 
cited for the violation provided the citing officer 
with an expired driver’s license or other valid iden-
tifying documentation under RCW 46.20.035 at 
the time of the stop and was not in violation of 
Section 11.56.320 or Section 11.56.340, in which 
case the violation is an infraction; 
 2. Section 11.20.100, Display of nonvalid 
driver’s license; 
 3. Section 11.20.120, Loaning driver’s 
license; 
 4. Section 11.20.140, Displaying the 
driver’s license of another; 
 5. Section 11.20.160, Unlawful use of 
driver’s license; 
 6. Section 11.20.200, Unlawful to allow 
unauthorized person to drive; 
 7. Section 11.20.350 C, Providing false 
evidence of financial responsibility; 
 8. Section 11.22.025, Transfer of owner-
ship; 
 9. Section 11.22.070 A, Licenses and 
plates required—Penalties—Exceptions; 
 10. Section 11.40.430, Prohibited entry to 
no admittance area; 
 11. Section 11.56.320 D, Driving while 
license is suspended or revoked in the third degree; 
 12. Section 11.56.350, Operation of a mo-
tor vehicle without required ignition interlock or 
other biological or technical device; 
 13. Section 11.56.430, Hit and run (unat-
tended vehicle)—Duty in case of accident with 
unattended vehicle; 
 14. Section 11.56.440, Hit and run (prop-
erty damage)—Duty in case of accident with prop-
erty; 
 15. Section 11.58.005 A, Negligent driv-
ing in the first degree; 
 16. Section 11.58.190, Leaving minor 
children in unattended vehicle; 
 17. Section 11.59.010, Obedience to peace 
officers, flaggers, and firefighters; 
 18. Section 11.59.040, Refusal to give in-
formation to or cooperate with officer; 

 19. Section 11.59.060, Refusal to stop; 
 20. Section 11.59.080, Examination of 
equipment; 
 21. Section 11.59.090, Duty to obey peace 
officer—Traffic infraction; 
 22. Section 11.34.040, Aiding and abetting 
with respect to the criminal offenses in this subsec-
tion. 
(Ord. 120885 § 3, 2002; Ord. 119189 § 5, 1998: 
Ord. 119011 § 10, 1998: Ord. 118105 § 3, 1996: 
Ord. 116872 § 3, 1993: Ord. 116538 § 2, 1993; 
Ord. 115757 § 1, 1991: Ord. 115040 § 5, 1990: 
Ord. 112975 § 2, 1986: Ord. 112466 § 3, 1985: 
Ord. 111859 § 4, 1984: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.34.020), 1979.) 
 
11.34.040 Aiding and abetting violation. 
 It is unlawful to counsel, aid, or abet the viola-
tion of or failure to comply with any of the provi-
sions of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.34.040), 1979.) 
 
 

Part 4 

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE RULES 
 

Chapter 11.40 

PEDESTRIAN RULES 
 
Sections: 

11.40.020 Subject to traffic regulations. 
11.40.040 Right-of-way in crosswalk. 
11.40.060 Prohibited crossing. 
11.40.090 Entry into street outside of 

crosswalk—Disabled 
persons—Exception. 

11.40.100 Prohibited crossing near 
signals. 

11.40.120 Yield near overpass or 
underpass. 

11.40.130 Prohibited crossing of median 
barrier. 

11.40.140 Prohibited crossing upon 
arterial streets. 

11.40.150 Prohibited use of crosswalks. 
11.40.160 Crossing intersection 

diagonally. 
11.40.180 Standard of care for drivers of 

motor vehicles—Blind 
pedestrians carrying white 
cane or using guide dog. 

11.40.200 White cane abuse. 
11.40.220 Walking on sidewalk. 
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11.40.240 Walking in roadway. 
11.40.250 Playing in streets. 
11.40.255 Use of skateboards or 

rollerskates on sidewalk or 
public path. 

11.40.260 Soliciting business prohibited. 
11.40.280 Dispersal of crowd. 
11.40.340 Pedestrians on bridges. 
11.40.360 Pedestrians at railroad grade 

crossings. 
11.40.370 Standing or walking on 

stationary rails prohibited. 
11.40.380 Pedestrians at parades. 
11.40.400 Soliciting watching of vehicle. 
11.40.420 Pedestrian right-of-way. 
11.40.430 Prohibited entry to no-

admittance area. 
 
11.40.020 Subject to traffic regulations. 
 Pedestrians shall be subject to traffic-control 
signals as provided in Chapter 11.50 and to the 
direction of officers discharging the duty of direct-
ing traffic. (RCW 46.61.230) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.020), 1979.) 
 
11.40.040 Right-of-way in crosswalk. 
 When traffic-control signals are not in place or 
not in operation, the operator of an approaching 
vehicle shall stop to allow a pedestrian using an 
unmarked or marked crosswalk or a disabled per-
son using a curb ramp as provided in Section 
11.40.090 to cross the roadway when the pede-
strian or disabled person is upon the half of the 
roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling, or 
when the pedestrian or disabled person is upon the 
opposite half of the roadway and moving toward 
the approaching vehicle. This section shall not ap-
ply to pedestrians crossing a roadway at a point 
where an accessible pedestrian tunnel or overhead 
pedestrian crossing has been provided. 
(Ord. 115323 § 2, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.40.040), 1979.) 
 
11.40.060 Prohibited crossing. 
 No pedestrian shall suddenly leave a curb or 
other place of safety and move into the path of a 
vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for 
the driver to stop. 
(Ord. 115323 § 3, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.40.060), 1979.) 
 

11.40.090 Entry into street outside of 
crosswalk—Disabled persons—
Exception. 

 A. Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, 
every pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point oth-
er than at designated crosswalks or other than 
within an unmarked crosswalk at an intersection 
shall yield right-of-way to all vehicles upon the 
roadway. 
 B. Where curb ramps exist at or adjacent to 
intersections or at marked crosswalks in other loca-
tions, disabled persons may enter the roadway 
from such curb ramps and cross the roadway with-
in or as closely as practicable to the crosswalk. All 
other pedestrian rights and duties as defined else-
where in this subtitle shall remain applicable. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.090), 1979.) 
 
11.40.100 Prohibited crossing near signals. 
 No pedestrian shall cross the roadway between 
adjacent intersections at which traffic-control sig-
nals are in operation, except in a marked cross-
walk. (RCW 46.61.240 (3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.100), 1979.) 
 
11.40.120 Yield near overpass or 

underpass. 
 Any pedestrian crossing a roadway at a point 
where a pedestrian tunnel or overhead pedestrian 
crossing has been provided shall yield the right-of-
way to all vehicles upon the roadway. (RCW 
46.61.240(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.120), 1979.) 
 
11.40.130 Prohibited crossing of median 

barrier. 
 No person shall cross a median barrier except 
through an opening in such median barrier estab-
lished by public authority at a crosswalk. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.130), 1979.) 
 
11.40.140 Prohibited crossing upon arterial 

streets. 
 No pedestrian shall cross an arterial street other 
than in a crosswalk, except upon the following por-
tions of streets within the Pike Place Market His-
torical District: 
 A. Pike Street, Pine Street, Stewart Street and 
Virginia Street, west of First Avenue; 
 B. Pike Place between Pike Street and Virginia 
Street. 
(Ord. 108809 § 1, 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.40.140), 1979.) 
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11.40.150 Prohibited use of crosswalks. 
 No pedestrian shall cross a roadway in any 
crosswalk where a traffic or pedestrian-control 
sign prohibits such crossing. (RCW 46.61.240(5)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.150), 1979.) 
 
11.40.160 Crossing intersection diagonally. 
 No pedestrian shall cross a roadway intersection 
diagonally unless authorized by official traffic-
control devices; and, when authorized to cross di-
agonally, pedestrians shall cross only in accor-
dance with the official traffic-control devices per-
taining to such crossing movements. (RCW 
46.61.240(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.160), 1979.) 
 
11.40.180 Standard of care for drivers of 

motor vehicles—Blind 
pedestrians carrying white cane 
or using guide dog. 

 The driver of a vehicle approaching a pedestrian 
who is carrying a cane predominantly white in col-
or (with or without a red tip) or using a guide dog 
shall take all necessary precautions to avoid injury 
to such pedestrian. No driver of any vehicle shall 
drive into or upon any crosswalk while there is on 
such crosswalk any pedestrian who is crossing or 
attempting to cross the roadway and who is indi-
cating his/her intention to cross or of continuing on 
by carrying, holding up, or waving a white cane or 
by using a guide dog. The failure of any such pe-
destrian so to signal shall not deprive him of the 
right-of-way accorded him. (RCW 70.84.040) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.180), 1979.) 
 
11.40.200 White cane abuse. 
 Only persons who have no vision or whose vi-
sion, with corrective glasses or contact lenses, is so 
defective as to prevent the performance of ordinary 
activities for which eyesight is essential, shall use a 
white cane or walking stick for the purpose of se-
curing the rights accorded to pedestrians in Section 
11.40.180. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.200), 1979.) 
 
11.40.220 Walking on sidewalk. 
 Where there are sidewalks provided, no pede-
strian shall move along and upon an adjacent 
roadway. Where sidewalks are provided but 
wheelchair access is not available, disabled per-
sons may move along and upon an adjacent road-
way until they reach an access point in the side-
walk. 

(Ord. 115323 § 4, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.40.220), 1979.) 
 
11.40.240 Walking in roadway. 
 Where sidewalks are not provided any pede-
strian moving along and upon a street shall, when 
practicable, move only on the left side of the 
roadway or its shoulder facing traffic which may 
approach from the opposite direction and upon 
meeting an oncoming vehicle shall move clear of 
the roadway. 
(Ord. 115323 § 5, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.40.240), 1979.) 
 
11.40.250 Playing in streets. 
 No person upon roller skates, or riding in or by 
means of any coaster, skateboard, toy vehicle or 
similar device, shall go upon the roadway of any 
arterial street or transit coach route, except while 
crossing such street at a crosswalk; or engage in 
any sport, amusement or exercise or play in the 
roadway of any street. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.250), 1979.) 
 
11.40.255 Use of skateboards or roller-

skates on sidewalk or public 
path. 

 Every person using a skateboard or roller-skates 
upon any sidewalk or public path shall use the 
same in a careful and prudent manner and at a rate 
of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper 
under the conditions existing at the point of opera-
tion, taking into account the amount and character 
of pedestrian traffic, grade and width of sidewalk 
or public path, and condition of surface, and shall 
obey all traffic-control devices. Every person using 
a skateboard or rollerskates upon a sidewalk or 
public path shall yield the right-of-way to any pe-
destrian thereon. 
(Ord. 113546 § 1, 1987.) 
 
Severability: The provisions of the ordinance codified in Section 

11.40.255 are declared to be separate and severable. The invalidity of any 

clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or portion of said ordin-

ance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circums-

tances shall not affect the validity of the remainder of the ordinance, or 

the validity of its application to other persons or circumstances. 

(Ord. 113546 § 2, 1987.) 

 
11.40.260 Soliciting business prohibited. 
 No person shall stand in a roadway for the pur-
pose of soliciting employment or business from the 
occupant of any vehicle. (RCW 46.61.255(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.260), 1979.) 
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11.40.280 Dispersal of crowd. 
 No person shall wilfully congregate with other 
persons or wilfully cause other persons to congre-
gate in any street or alley in such a manner as to 
interfere with, or obstruct traffic, or when so con-
gregated, refuse to disperse upon being requested 
to do so by any peace officer. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.280), 1979.) 
 
11.40.340 Pedestrians on bridges. 
 No pedestrian shall enter or remain upon any 
bridge or approach thereto beyond a bridge signal 
gate after a bridge operation signal indication has 
been given, or enter or remain upon any bridge 
beyond a barrier indicating a bridge is closed to 
through traffic. (UVC 11-513-1971) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.340), 1979.) 
 
11.40.360 Pedestrians at railroad grade 

crossings. 
 No pedestrian shall pass through, around, over, 
or under any crossing gate or barrier at a railroad 
grade crossing or bridge while such gate or barrier 
is closed or is being opened or closed. (UVC 11-
513-1971) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.360), 1979.) 
 
11.40.370 Standing or walking on 

stationary rails prohibited. 
 No pedestrian shall stand or walk on the statio-
nary rails used for streetcars, except when neces-
sary to cross a street or alley. 
(Ord. 110566 § 3, 1982.) 
 
11.40.380 Pedestrians at parades. 
 All pedestrians, except those participating in 
parades, shall keep off the roadways of streets and 
alleys temporarily closed as part of a parade route. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.380), 1979.) 
 
11.40.400 Soliciting watching of vehicle. 
 No person shall stand on or in proximity to a 
street or alley for the purpose of soliciting the 
watch or guarding of any vehicle while parked or 
about to be parked on a street or alley. (RCW 
46.61.255(5)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.400), 1979.) 
 
11.40.420 Pedestrian right-of-way. 
 The City Council may by ordinance designate 
streets upon which pedestrians will be granted 
right-of-way over vehicles using that street. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.40.420), 1979.) 
 

11.40.430 Prohibited entry to no-
admittance area. 

 No person shall enter or go upon any area 
which, pursuant to Section 11.16.122 or 11.16.125, 
is enclosed with fencing, or posted with “no admit-
tance” or “no trespassing” signs, or both enclosed 
and posted, except as authorized by law. In any 
prosecution under this section, it is an affirmative 
defense that the actor was otherwise legally autho-
rized to enter the area. 
(Ord. 116871 § 2, 1993: Ord. 116538 § 1(part), 
1993.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.42 

HITCHHIKING RULES 
 
Sections: 

11.42.020 Soliciting rides. 
11.42.040 Soliciting rides—Limited 

access facilities. 
11.42.060 Giving solicited rides. 

 
11.42.020 Soliciting rides. 
 A. No person shall stand in or on a public 
roadway, or alongside thereof at any place where a 
motor vehicle cannot safely stop off the main tra-
veled portion thereof, for the purpose of soliciting 
a ride for himself or for another, from the occupant 
of any vehicle. 
 B. The provisions of this section and Section 
11.42.040 shall not be construed to prevent a per-
son upon any street or alley from soliciting a ride 
where an emergency actually exists, nor shall this 
section be construed to prevent any person from 
signaling or requesting transportation from a pas-
senger carrier for the purpose of becoming a pas-
senger thereon for hire. (RCW 46.61.255(1) and 
(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.42.020), 1979.) 
 
11.42.040 Soliciting rides—Limited access 

facilities. 
 No person shall solicit a ride for himself or 
another from within the right-of-way of any li-
mited access facility except in such areas where 
permission to do so is given and posted with offi-
cial traffic-control devices, except as provided in 
Section 11.42.020. (RCW 46.61.255(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.42.040), 1979.) 
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11.42.060 Giving solicited rides. 
 No person operating any vehicle upon any street 
of this City shall stop such vehicle on the main tra-
veled portion of such street to offer or give trans-
portation to any person. The provisions of this sec-
tion shall not be construed to prevent any person 
operating a vehicle upon such street from granting 
or giving transportation where an emergency ac-
tually exists. (RCW 46.61.255(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.42.060), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.44 

BICYCLE RULES 
 
Sections: 

11.44.010 Where regulations apply. 
11.44.020 Rights and duties of rider. 
11.44.040 Riding on roadways. 
11.44.060 Riding more than two (2) 

abreast prohibited. 
11.44.080 Overtaking and passing on 

right. 
11.44.100 Right-of-way in crosswalk. 
11.44.120 Riding on sidewalk or public 

path. 
11.44.140 Hand signals. 
11.44.160 Lamps and reflectors on 

bicycles. 
11.44.200 Brakes. 
11.44.210 Must ride on seat. 
11.44.220 Passengers. 
11.44.240 Clinging to vehicles. 
11.44.260 Control. 
11.44.280 Parking. 
11.44.320 Responsibility. 

 
11.44.010 Where regulations apply. 
 These regulations applicable to bicycles shall 
apply whenever a bicycle is operated upon any 
street, alley, or way open to the public, subject to 
those exceptions stated in this chapter. (RCW 
46.61.750(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.010), 1979.) 
 
11.44.020 Rights and duties of rider. 
 Every person operating a bicycle upon a road-
way shall be granted all of the rights and shall be 
subject to all of the duties applicable to a driver of 
a vehicle, except as to the special regulations of 
this chapter and except as to those provisions of 
this subtitle which by their nature can have no ap-
plication. (RCW 46.61.755) 

(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.020), 1979.) 
 
11.44.040 Riding on roadways. 
 Every person operating a bicycle upon a road-
way at a speed slower than the normal and reason-
able flow of motor vehicle traffic thereon shall ride 
as near to the right side of the right through lane as 
is safe, except as may be appropriate while prepar-
ing to make or while making turning movements, 
or while overtaking and passing another bicycle or 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction. A person 
operating a bicycle upon a roadway that carries 
traffic in one (1) direction only and that has two 
(2) or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near 
to the left side of the left through lane as is safe. A 
person operating a bicycle upon a roadway may 
utilize the shoulder of the roadway or any specially 
designated bicycle lane if such exists. (RCW 
46.61770(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.040), 1979.) 
 
11.44.060 Riding more than two (2) abreast 

prohibited. 
 Persons operating bicycles upon a roadway or 
sidewalk shall not ride more than two (2) abreast 
except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for 
the exclusive use of bicycles. (RCW 46.61.770(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.060), 1979.) 
 
11.44.080 Overtaking and passing on right. 
 The operator of a bicycle may overtake and pass 
a vehicle or a bicycle upon the right only under 
conditions permitting such movement in safety. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.080), 1979.) 
 
11.44.100 Right-of-way in crosswalk. 
 A person operating a bicycle across a roadway 
upon and along a crosswalk shall have all the 
rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under 
the same circumstances, but shall yield to pede-
strians upon and along a crosswalk. No person op-
erating a bicycle shall suddenly enter a crosswalk 
into the path of a vehicle which is so close that the 
driver cannot yield safely. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.100), 1979.) 
 
11.44.120 Riding on sidewalk or public 

path. 
 Every person operating a bicycle upon any si-
dewalk or public path shall operate the same in a 
careful and prudent manner and at a rate of speed 
no greater than is reasonable and proper under the 
conditions existing at the point of operation, taking 
into account the amount and character of pede-
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strian traffic, grade and width of sidewalk or public 
path, and condition of surface, and shall obey all 
traffic-control devices. Every person operating a 
bicycle upon a sidewalk or public path shall yield 
the right-of-way to any pedestrian thereon, and 
shall give an audible signal before overtaking and 
passing any pedestrian. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.120), 1979.) 
 
11.44.140 Hand signals. 
 A. All required hand signals shall be given in 
the following manner: 
 1. Left turn: left hand and arm extended 
horizontally beyond the side of the bicycle; 
 2. Right turn: left hand and arm extended 
upward beyond the side of the bicycle, or right 
hand and arm extended horizontally to the right 
side of the bicycle; 
 3. Stop or decrease speed: left hand and 
arm extended downward beyond the side of the 
bicycle. 
 B. Such hand signal shall be given continuous-
ly during the last one hundred feet (100 ) traveled 
by the bicycle before initiation of a turn, unless 
during the last one hundred feet (100 ) both hands 
are needed to control or operate the bicycle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.140), 1979.) 
 
11.44.160 Lamps and reflectors on bicycles. 
 Every bicycle, when in use during the hours of 
darkness, shall be equipped with a lamp on the 
front, which shall emit a white light visible from a 
distance of at least five hundred feet (500 ) to the 
front, and with a red reflector on the rear of a type 
approved by the State Commission on Equipment, 
which shall be visible at all distances up to six 
hundred feet (600 ) to the rear when directly in 
front of lawful lower beams of head lamps on a 
motor vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible 
from a distance of five hundred feet (500 ) to the 
rear may be used in addition to the red reflector. 
(RCW 46.61.780(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.160), 1979.) 
 
11.44.200 Brakes. 
 Every bicycle shall be equipped with a brake 
which will enable the operator to make the braked 
wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement. (RCW 
46.61.780(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.200), 1979.) 
 

11.44.210 Must ride on seat. 
 A person operating a bicycle shall not ride other 
than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat 
attached thereto. (RCW 46.61.760(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.210), 1979.) 
 
11.44.220 Passengers. 
 No person shall use a bicycle to carry more per-
sons at one time than the number for which it is 
designed and equipped, except that a person eigh-
teen (18) years of age or older may carry a child 
securely attached to his person. (RCW 
46.61.760(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.220), 1979.) 
 
11.44.240 Clinging to vehicles. 
 No person operating any bicycle shall attach the 
same or himself to any vehicle. (RCW 46.61.765) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.240), 1979.) 
 
11.44.260 Control. 
 No person operating a bicycle shall carry any 
package, bundle or article which prevents him 
from keeping at least one (1) hand upon the han-
dlebars, nor shall he operate the bicycle at any time 
without keeping at least one (1) hand upon the 
handlebars. (RCW 46.61.775) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.260), 1979.) 
 
11.44.280 Parking. 
 No person shall park a bicycle upon a sidewalk 
or public path in such a manner as to obstruct traf-
fic thereon; or within, against or adjacent to a bus 
patron shelter in a manner which restricts or elimi-
nates the use of such a shelter by pedestrians who 
are waiting for public transportation; or upon a 
roadway except in locations designated by official 
traffic-control devices. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.280), 1979.) 
 
11.44.320 Responsibility. 
 No person shall do any act forbidden by this 
chapter or fail to perform any act required in this 
chapter. The parent of any child and the guardian 
of any ward shall not authorize or knowingly per-
mit any such child or ward to violate any of the 
provisions of this chapter; provided, that no viola-
tion of the chapter by any child under the age of 
sixteen (16) years, or by a parent or guardian of 
such child shall constitute negligence per se in any 
civil action brought or defended by or in behalf of 
such a child. (RCW 46.61.700) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.44.320), 1979.) 
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Part 5 

DRIVING RULES 
 

Chapter 11.50 

OBEDIENCE TO TRAFFIC-CONTROL 

DEVICES 
 
Sections: 

11.50.020 Traffic-control signals—
Colors—Indications. 

11.50.040 Circular green signal. 
11.50.060 Green arrow signal. 
11.50.070 Obstructing traffic at traffic-

control signals. 
11.50.080 Green indication—

Pedestrian’s rights. 
11.50.100 Steady yellow signal—Vehicle 

operator duties. 
11.50.120 Steady yellow signal—

Pedestrian duties. 
11.50.140 Steady circular red signal. 
11.50.150 Steady red arrow signal. 
11.50.160 Steady red signal—

Pedestrian’s duties. 
11.50.180 Traffic-control signal other 

than at an intersection. 
11.50.200 Flashing red stop signal. 
11.50.220 Flashing yellow—Caution 

signal. 
11.50.230 Stop at nonoperating traffic 

signal. 
11.50.240 Flashing signals—Exceptions. 
11.50.250 Obedience to signal indicating 

approach of train. 
11.50.260 Stop railroad grade crossings. 
11.50.270 “Walk” pedestrian-control 

signal. 
11.50.280 “Don’t walk” pedestrian-

control signal. 
11.50.300 “Wait” pedestrian-control 

signal. 
11.50.320 Stop intersections. 
11.50.340 Yield signs. 
11.50.360 One (1) way traffic—Streets 

and alleys. 
11.50.380 Disobedience of traffic-control 

devices. 
11.50.420 When traffic devices required 

for enforcement purposes. 
11.50.500 Structures concealing signs 

prohibited. 

11.50.520 Unlawful erection of traffic-
control devices. 

11.50.530 Unlawful erection of direction 
signs. 

11.50.540 Imitation of traffic-control 
devices. 

11.50.560 Forbidden devices. 
 
11.50.020 Traffic-control signals—Colors—

Indications. 
 Whenever traffic is controlled by traffic-control 
signals exhibiting different colored lights, or co-
lored lighted arrows, successively one (1) at a time 
or in combination, only the colors green, red and 
yellow shall be used, except for special pedestrian 
signals carrying a symbol or word legend, and the 
lights shall indicate and apply to drivers of ve-
hicles and pedestrians in accordance with Sections 
11.50.040 through 11.50.160. (RCW 46.61.055) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.020), 1979.) 
 
11.50.040 Circular green signal. 
 Vehicle operators facing a circular green signal 
may proceed straight through or turn right or left 
unless a sign at such place prohibits either such 
turn; provided, that vehicle operators turning right 
or left shall stop to allow other vehicles or pede-
strians lawfully within the intersection control area 
to complete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 6, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.040), 1979.) 
 
11.50.060 Green arrow signal. 
 Vehicle operators facing a green arrow signal, 
shown alone or in combination with another indi-
cation, may enter the intersection control area only 
to make the movement indicated by such arrow, or 
such other movement as is permitted by other indi-
cations shown at the same time. The vehicular op-
erators shall stop to allow other vehicles or pede-
strians lawfully within the intersection control area 
to complete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 7, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.060), 1979.) 
 
11.50.070 Obstructing traffic at traffic-

control signals. 
 No driver shall enter an intersection or a marked 
crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the 
other side of the intersection or crosswalk to ac-
commodate the vehicle he is operating without ob-
structing the passage of other vehicles or pede-
strians, notwithstanding any traffic-control signal 
indication to proceed. (UVC 11-1112-1971) 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.070), 1979.) 
 
Cases: A driver entering an intersection in violation of this section is 

negligent as a matter of law. Roberts v. Larsen, 71 Wn.2d 743, 431 P.2d 

166 (1967). 

 
11.50.080 Green indication—Pedestrian’s 

rights. 
 Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-
control signal, pedestrians facing any green signal, 
except when the sole green signal is a turn arrow, 
may proceed across the roadway within any 
marked or unmarked crosswalk. (RCW 
46.61.055(1)(c)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.080), 1979.) 
 
11.50.100 Steady yellow signal—Vehicle 

operator duties. 
 Vehicle operators facing a steady circular yel-
low or yellow arrow signal are thereby warned that 
the related green movement is being terminated or 
that a red indication will be exhibited immediately 
thereafter when vehicular traffic shall not enter the 
intersection. 
(Ord. 115323 § 8, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.100), 1979.) 
 
11.50.120 Steady yellow signal—Pedestrian 

duties. 
 Pedestrians facing a steady circular yellow or 
yellow arrow signal, unless otherwise directed by a 
pedestrian-control signal as provided in SMC Sec-
tion 11.50.270, shall not enter the roadway, but if 
pedestrians have begun to cross before the display 
of either signal, vehicle operators shall stop to al-
low them to complete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 9, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.120), 1979.) 
 
11.50.140 Steady circular red signal. 
 Vehicle operators facing a steady circular red 
signal alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop 
line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on 
the near side of the intersection or, if none, then 
before entering the intersection control area and 
shall remain standing until an indication to proceed 
is shown. However, the vehicle operators facing a 
steady circular red signal may, after stopping pro-
ceed to make a right turn from a one (1) way or 
two (2) way street into a two (2) way street or into 
a one (1) way street carrying traffic in the direction 
of the right turn; or a left turn from a one (1) way 
or two (2) way street into a one (1) way street car-
rying traffic in the direction of the left turn; unless 

a sign posted in accordance with the provisions of 
this title prohibits such movement; but vehicle op-
erators planning to make such turns shall remain 
stopped to allow other vehicles lawfully within or 
approaching the intersection control area, or ap-
proaching pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent 
crosswalk, to complete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 10, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.140), 1979.) 
 
11.50.150 Steady red arrow signal. 
 Vehicle operators facing a steady red arrow in-
dication may not enter the intersection control area 
to make the movement indicated by such arrow, 
and unless entering the intersection control area to 
make such other movement as is permitted by oth-
er indications shown at the same time, shall stop at 
a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before en-
tering a crosswalk on the near side of the intersec-
tion control area, or if none, then before entering 
the intersection control area; and shall remain 
standing until an indication to make the movement 
indicated by such arrow is shown. However, the 
vehicle operators facing a steady red arrow indica-
tion may, after stopping, proceed to make a right 
turn from a one (1) way or two (2) way street into 
a two (2) way street or into a one (1) way street 
carrying traffic in the direction of the right turn; or 
a left turn from a one (1) way street or two (2) way 
street into a one (1) way street carrying traffic in 
the direction of the left turn; unless a sign posted in 
accordance with the provisions of this title prohi-
bits such movement; but vehicle operators plan-
ning to make such turns shall remain stopped to 
allow other vehicles lawfully within or approach-
ing the intersection control area, or approaching 
pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk 
to complete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 11, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.150), 1979.) 
 
11.50.160 Steady red signal—Pedestrian’s 

duties. 
 Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian-
control signal as provided in Sections 11.50.260 
and 11.50.280, pedestrians facing a lone steady 
circular red or lone red arrow signal shall not enter 
the roadway. (RCW 46.61.055(3)(b)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.160), 1979.) 
 
11.50.180 Traffic-control signal other than 

at an intersection. 
 If a traffic signal posted in accordance with the 
provisions of this title is erected and maintained at 
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a place other than an intersection, any stop re-
quired shall be made at a sign or marking on the 
pavement indicating where the stop shall be made, 
but in the absence of any such sign or marking the 
stop shall be made at the signal. 
(Ord. 115323 § 12, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.180), 1979.) 
 
11.50.200 Flashing red stop signal. 
 When a red lens is illuminated with rapid inter-
mittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop at a 
marked stop line, but if none, before entering a 
marked crosswalk on the near side of the intersec-
tion, or, if none, then at the point nearest the inter-
secting roadway where the driver has a view of 
approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway 
before entering the intersection, and the right to 
proceed shall be subject to the rules applicable af-
ter making a stop at a stop sign. (RCW 
46.61.065(1)(a)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.200), 1979.) 
 
11.50.220 Flashing yellow—Caution signal. 
 When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid 
intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles may pro-
ceed through the intersection or past such signal 
only with caution. (RCW 46.61.065(1)(b)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.220), 1979.) 
 
11.50.230 Stop at nonoperating traffic 

signal. 
 Except when directed to proceed by a peace of-
ficer, every driver of a vehicle approaching a traf-
fic signal which is not showing any green, red, or 
yellow indication to the approach the vehicle is on, 
shall stop and yield the right-of-way, except at rail-
road grade crossings and except at fire signals 
which are not in operation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.230), 1979.) 
 
11.50.240 Flashing signals—Exceptions. 
 Sections 11.50.200 and 11.50.220 shall not ap-
ply at railroad grade crossings. Conduct of drivers 
of vehicles approaching railroad crossings shall be 
governed by the rules as set forth in Section 
11.50.250. (RCW 46.61.065(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.240), 1979.) 
 
11.50.250 Obedience to signal indicating 

approach of train. 
 A. Whenever any person driving a vehicle ap-
proaches a railroad grade crossing, the driver shall 
stop the vehicle within fifty feet (50 ), but not less 
than fifteen feet (15 ), from the nearest rail of such 

railroad, and shall not proceed until he can do so 
safely, when: 
 1. A clearly visible electric or mechanical 
signal device gives warning of the immediate ap-
proach of a railroad train; 
 2. A crossing gate is lowered or when a 
flagger gives or continues to give a signal of the 
approach or passage of a railroad train; 
 3. An approaching railroad train is plain-
ly visible and is in hazardous proximity to such 
crossing. 
 B. No person shall drive any vehicle through, 
around or under any crossing gate or barrier at a 
railroad crossing while such gate or barrier is 
closed or is being opened or closed. (RCW 
46.61.340) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.250), 1979.) 
 
11.50.260 Stop railroad grade crossings. 
 When stop signs are erected at a railroad grade 
crossing the driver of any vehicle shall stop within 
fifty feet (50 ) but not less than fifteen feet (15 ) 
from the nearest rail or such railroad and shall pro-
ceed only upon exercising due care. (RCW 
46.61.345) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.260), 1979.) 
 
11.50.270 “Walk” pedestrian-control 

signal. 
 Pedestrians facing a “WALK” word legend or 
walking person symbol signal may cross the road-
way in the direction of the signal. If pedestrians 
have begun to cross a roadway while facing such a 
signal, all approaching vehicle operators shall stop 
to allow them to complete their crossing. 
(Ord. 115323 § 13, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.270), 1979.) 
 
11.50.280 “Don’t walk” pedestrian-control 

signal. 
 Pedestrians facing a steady or flashing “DON’T 
WALK” word legend or a hand symbol signal 
shall not enter the roadway, but if pedestrians have 
begun to cross before the display of either signal, 
vehicle operators shall stop to allow them to com-
plete their movements. 
(Ord. 115323 § 14, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.50.280), 1979.) 
 
11.50.300 “Wait” pedestrian-control signal. 
 Pedestrian-control signals having the “WAIT” 
legend in use shall mean the same as the “DON’T 
WALK” legend. (RCW 46.61.060(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.300), 1979.) 
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11.50.320 Stop intersections. 
 A. Every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop 
sign shall stop at a marked stop line, or if none, 
before entering a marked crosswalk on the near 
side of the intersection or, if none, then at the point 
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver 
has a view of approaching traffic on the intersect-
ing roadway, unless directed to proceed by a per-
son duly authorized to regulate traffic. 
 B. Before entering the intersection, and after 
having stopped, the driver shall yield the right-of-
way to any vehicle which is in the intersection or 
which is approaching on another roadway so close-
ly as to constitute an immediate hazard. (RCW 
46.61.190(2) and 46.61.360(2)) (RCW 47.36.110) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.320), 1979.) 
 
11.50.340 Yield signs. 
 The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign 
shall slow down to a speed which is reasonable for 
the existing conditions and if required for safety to 
stop, shall stop at a marked stop line, or if none, 
before entering a marked crosswalk on the near 
side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point 
nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver 
has a view of approaching traffic on the intersect-
ing roadway. Before entering the roadway, after 
slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the 
right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection, or 
to any vehicle which is approaching on another 
roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate 
hazard of collision. If a driver is involved in a col-
lision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction 
of roadways, after driving past a yield sign without 
stopping, such collision shall be deemed prima fa-
cie evidence of his failure to yield the right-of-
way. (RCW 46.61.190(3))(Note: See 47.36.100 for 
another statute.) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.340), 1979.) 
 
11.50.360 One (1) way traffic—Streets and 

alleys. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle on any street 
or alley which is designated for one (1) way traffic, 
except in the designated direction. (UVC 11-308) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.360), 1979.) 
 
11.50.380 Disobedience of traffic-control 

devices. 
 No person shall disobey the applicable instruc-
tions of any official traffic-control device, unless 
otherwise directed by a peace officer. (RCW 
46.61.050(1)) 

(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.380), 1979.) 
 
11.50.420 When traffic devices required for 

enforcement purposes. 
 Whenever a person has been cited for failing to 
obey the instructions of an official traffic-control 
device, it shall be a defense to the charge that the 
official device was not in proper position and in-
sufficiently legible or visible to an ordinarily ob-
servant person at the time and place of the alleged 
violation. Whenever a particular section does not 
state that official traffic-control devices are re-
quired, such section shall be effective even though 
no devices are erected or in place. (RCW 
46.61.050 (2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.420), 1979.) 
 
11.50.500 Structures concealing signs 

prohibited. 
 No person shall erect any sign, device, or struc-
ture in such a manner that it obscures or conceals 
an official sign, signal, signboard, guide post, or 
other traffic-control device in such a manner as to 
interfere with the full and effective use thereof. 
(RCW 47.36.140) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.500), 1979.) 
 
11.50.520 Unlawful erection of traffic-

control devices. 
 No person shall, without lawful authority dis-
play, erect, or locate any signs, signals, signboards, 
guide posts, pavement marking, curb marking, or 
other traffic-control devices upon any street or al-
ley. Any sign, signal, signboard, guide post, pave-
ment marking, curb marking or any other traffic-
control device so erected or maintained, constitutes 
a public nuisance and may be removed by the Di-
rector of Engineering or his duly authorized agent 
and such removal shall not be a breach of the 
peace. (RCW 47.36.160) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.520), 1979.) 
 
11.50.530 Unlawful erection of direction 

signs. 
 No person shall erect any device on a street or 
alley for the purpose of the information or the di-
rection of traffic, giving the distance or direction to 
or from any point or place, unless such person 
shall have first applied for and obtained from the 
Board of Public Works a permit to do so, and the 
same shall have been constructed, erected and lo-
cated according to the specific requirements there-
for contained in such permit. Any device erected or 
maintained without such a permit constitutes a 
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public nuisance and may be removed by the Direc-
tor of Engineering or his duly authorized agent and 
such removal of an unlawful device on private or 
public property, shall not be a breach of the peace. 
Furthermore, no liability shall attach to the City, its 
agents, or employees by reason of any damage or 
injury to persons or property when removing such 
unlawful device. (RCW 47.36.160) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.530), 1979.) 
 
11.50.540 Imitation of traffic-control 

devices. 
 No person shall erect or maintain an imitation or 
counterfeit of any sign, signal, signboard, guide 
post, or any other traffic-control devices for the 
direction, information, warning, control or restric-
tion of traffic either for use upon any private roads 
or upon any street or alley, or for the purpose of 
advertising or for any other purpose whatsoever. 
No person shall erect or maintain any device which 
simulates in shape, color, or design any uniform 
state standard signal, signboard, guide post or any 
other traffic-control device adopted, designated 
and used by the City, which might by reason of its 
shape, color, design or location be mistaken for 
one such uniform state standard sign, signboard, 
guide post, or other traffic-control device. (RCW 
47.36.160) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.540), 1979.) 
 
11.50.560 Forbidden devices. 
 A. No person shall erect or maintain at or near 
a street or alley any structure, sign, light or device 
that is: 
 1. Visible from a street or alley and simu-
lating any directional, warning, or regulatory sign 
or likely to be mistaken for such a sign or bearing 
any such words as “danger,” “stop,” “slow,” 
“turn,” “impound,” or similar words, figures, or 
directions likely to be construed as giving warning 
to or regulating traffic; 
 2. Visible from a street or alley and dis-
playing any red, green, or yellow light or intermit-
tent or blinking light or rotating light identical or 
similar in size, shape and color to that used on any 
emergency or road equipment or any light other-
wise likely to be mistaken for a traffic-control de-
vice; 
 3. Visible from a street or alley and dis-
playing any lights tending to blind persons operat-
ing vehicles upon the street or alley or any glaring 
light, or any light likely to be mistaken for a ve-
hicle upon the street or alley or otherwise to be so 
mistaken as to constitute a hazard; or 

 4. Visible from a street or alley, and 
flooding, or intended to flood, or directed across, 
the roadway of the street or alley with a directed 
beam, or with diffused light, whether or not the 
floodlight is shielded against directing its flood 
beam toward approaching traffic on the street or 
alley. 
 B. Any structure or device erected or main-
tained contrary to the provisions of this section is a 
public nuisance and the Director of Engineering 
shall notify the owner thereof that it constitutes a 
public nuisance and must be removed, and if the 
owner fails to do so, the Director of Engineering 
may abate the nuisance. Any and all actions under-
taken by the Director of Engineering or his duly 
authorized agent to abate such a nuisance shall not 
attach any liability to the City, its agents, or em-
ployees. (RCW 47.36.180) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.50.560), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.52 

SPEED REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.52.020 General speed stated. 
11.52.040 Maximum speed. 
11.52.060 Twenty-five m.p.h. speed 

limits. 
11.52.080 Thirty m.p.h. speed limits. 
11.52.100 Speed limit—School or 

playground crosswalks. 
11.52.110 Speed limit in roadway 

construction zones. 
11.52.120 Speed limit in alleys. 
11.52.130 Minimum speed regulation—

Passing slow-moving vehicle. 
11.52.160 Minimum speed regulation. 
11.52.200 Speed traps—Evidence. 
11.52.220 Exceeding speed limit evidence 

of reckless driving. 
 
11.52.020 General speed stated. 
 A. No person shall drive a vehicle on a street, 
alley or way open to the public at a speed greater 
than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions 
and having regard for the actual and potential ha-
zards then existing. In every event speed shall be 
so controlled as may be necessary to avoid collid-
ing with any person, vehicle or other conveyance 
on or entering such street, alley or way open to the 
public in compliance with legal requirements and 
the duty of all persons to use due care. 
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 B. The driver of every vehicle shall, consistent 
with the requirements of this section, drive at an 
appropriate reduced speed when approaching and 
crossing an intersection or railway grade crossing, 
when approaching and going around a curve, when 
approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any 
narrow or winding roadway, and when special ha-
zard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traf-
fic or by reason of weather or roadway conditions. 
(RCW 46.61.400(1) and (3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.020), 1979.) 
 
11.52.040 Maximum speed. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle at a speed in 
excess of the stated or posted speed limits on any 
street or alley. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.040), 1979.) 
 
11.52.060 Twenty-five m.p.h. speed limits. 
 Except in those instances where a different max-
imum lawful speed is provided by this subtitle or 
otherwise, no person shall operate any vehicle at 
speed in excess of twenty-five (25) miles per hour 
on any street. (RCW 46.61.400(2)(a)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.060), 1979.) 
 
11.52.080 Thirty m.p.h. speed limits. 
 Subject to Section 11.52.020, and except in 
those instances where a different maximum lawful 
speed is provided by this subtitle or otherwise, no 
person shall operate any vehicle at a speed in 
excess of thirty (30) miles per hour on arterial 
streets. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.080), 1979.) 
 
11.52.100 Speed limit—School or 

playground crosswalks. 
 Subject to Section 11.52.020 A, and except in 
those instances where a lower maximum speed is 
provided by this subtitle, no person shall operate 
any vehicle at a speed in excess of twenty (20) 
miles per hour when passing any marked school or 
playground crosswalk when such marked cross-
walk is fully posted with school speed limit signs 
or playground speed limit signs. The speed zone at 
the crosswalk shall extend three hundred (300) feet 
in either direction from the marked crosswalk. 
(RCW 46.61.440) 
(Ord. 119011 § 11, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.52.100), 1979.) 
 

11.52.110 Speed limit in roadway 
construction zones. 

 No person shall drive a vehicle in a roadway 
construction zone at a speed greater than that al-
lowed by traffic control devices. (RCW 
46.61.527(2)) 
(Ord. 1190911 § 12, 1998.) 
 
11.52.120 Speed limit in alleys. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle at a speed in 
excess of fifteen (15) miles per hour upon an alley. 
(RCW 46.61.415 (1)(c)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.120), 1979.) 
 
11.52.130 Minimum speed regulation—

Passing slow-moving vehicle. 
 No person shall operate a motor vehicle at such 
a slow speed as to impede the normal and reasona-
ble movement of traffic except when reduced 
speed is necessary for safe operation or in com-
pliance with law. Any person following a vehicle 
being driven at less than the legal maximum speed 
and desiring to pass such vehicle shall not exceed 
the speed limit when passing such vehicle. Where 
any slow-moving motor vehicle tends to congest 
traffic, any peace officer may cause such vehicle to 
be removed from the roadway and permit the con-
gested traffic to be relieved. (RCW 46.61.425(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.130), 1979.) 
 
11.52.160 Minimum speed regulation. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle slower than a 
minimum speed limit when appropriate signs giv-
ing notice thereof are erected, except when neces-
sary for safe operation or in compliance with law. 
(RCW 46.61.425(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.160), 1979.) 
 
11.52.200 Speed traps—Evidence. 
 No evidence as to the speed of any vehicle by 
any person arrested for violation of any of the pro-
visions of this subtitle regarding speed, or of any 
orders, rules or regulations made pursuant thereto, 
shall be admitted in evidence in any court at a sub-
sequent trial of such person in case such evidence 
relates to or is based upon the maintenance or use 
of a speed trap. A “speed trap” within the meaning 
of this section, is a particular section of or distance 
on any street or alley, the length of which has been 
or is measured off or otherwise designated or de-
termined, and the limits of which are within the 
vision of any officer or officers who calculate the 
speed of a vehicle passing through such speed trap 
by using the lapsed time during which such vehicle 
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travels between the entrance and exit of such speed 
trap; provided, however, that evidence shall be 
admissible against any person arrested for viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this subtitle, or of 
any orders, rules or regulations made pursuant the-
reto regarding speed, if the same is determined by 
a particular section of or distance on a street, or 
alley the length of which has been accurately 
measured off or otherwise designated or deter-
mined and the limits of which are controlled by a 
mechanical, electronic, or other device capable of 
measuring or recording the speed of a vehicle pass-
ing within such limits within an error of not to ex-
ceed five (5) percent using the lapsed time during 
which such vehicle travels between such limits; 
provided further, that such limits shall not be clos-
er than one-fourth (1/4) mile. (RCW 46.61.470) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.200), 1979.) 
 
11.52.220 Exceeding speed limit evidence of 

reckless driving. 
 The unlawful operation of a vehicle in excess of 
the maximum lawful speeds permitted by this sub-
title at the point of operation and under the cir-
cumstances described shall be prima facie evi-
dence of the operation of a motor vehicle in a reck-
less manner by the operator thereof. (RCW 
46.61.465) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.52.220), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.53 

VEHICLE POSITION ON ROADWAY—

OVERTAKING AND PASSING 
 
Sections: 

11.53.020 Driving on right side of 
roadway—Exceptions. 

11.53.040 Slow vehicles—Right side—
Exceptions. 

11.53.080 Divided streets—Medians and 
barriers. 

11.53.100 Operate in single lane. 
11.53.120 Interval between vehicles. 
11.53.140 Interval between trucks. 
11.53.180 Driving on the shoulder. 
11.53.190 Driving in a bicycle lane. 
11.53.195 Marked bicycle crossing. 
11.53.200 Overtaking a vehicle on the 

left. 
11.53.210 Limitations on overtaking on 

the left. 
11.53.220 Overtaken vehicle to give way. 

11.53.240 Driving on left side of 
centerline when approaching a 
curve or hill crest. 

11.53.260 Driving on left side—
Intersection—Railroad 
crossing. 

11.53.280 Driving on left side of 
centerline when approaching a 
bridge. 

11.53.300 Exceptions to limitations on 
driving on left side of 
centerline. 

11.53.320 Overtaking on right when 
overtaken vehicle is turning 
left. 

11.53.340 Overtaking on right upon 
multiple lane street. 

11.53.380 When conditions safe. 
11.53.400 Further limitations on 

overtaking and passing. 
11.53.420 No-passing zone. 
11.53.440 Overtaking and passing school 

bus. 
11.53.460 Overtaking or meeting private 

carrier bus—Signs. 
 
11.53.020 Driving on right side of 

roadway—Exceptions. 
 A. Upon all roadways of sufficient width, but 
less than four (4) lanes, a vehicle shall be driven 
upon the right half of the roadway, except as fol-
lows: 
 1. When overtaking and passing another 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the 
rules governing such movement; 
 2. When an obstruction exists making it 
necessary to drive to the left of the centerline of 
the roadway: Provided, that any person so doing 
shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles traveling 
in the proper direction upon the unobstructed por-
tion of the roadway within such distance as to con-
stitute an immediate hazard; 
 3. Upon a roadway divided into three (3) 
marked lanes for traffic under the rules applicable 
thereon; or 
 4. Upon a roadway restricted to one (1) 
way traffic. 
 B. Upon any roadway having four (4) or more 
lanes for moving traffic and providing for two (2) 
way movement of traffic, no vehicle shall be dri-
ven to the left of the centerline of the roadway for 
use by traffic not otherwise permitted to use such 
lanes, or except as permitted under subsection A2 
hereof. However, this subsection shall not be con-
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strued as prohibiting the crossing of the centerline 
in making a left turn into or from an alley, private 
road or driveway. (RCW 46.61.100(1) and (3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.020), 1979.) 
 
11.53.040 Slow vehicles—Right side—

Exceptions. 
 Upon all roadways, any vehicle, proceeding 
slower than the legal maximum speed or at a speed 
slower than necessary for safe operation at the time 
and place under the conditions then existing, shall 
be driven in the right-hand lane then available for 
traffic, or as close as practicable to the right-hand 
curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtak-
ing and passing another vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction or when preparing for a left turn at 
an intersection, exit, or into a private road or dri-
veway when such left turn is legally permitted. 
(RCW 46.61.100(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.040), 1979.) 
 
11.53.080 Divided streets—Medians and 

barriers. 
 Whenever any street has been divided into two 
(2) or more roadways by a physical barrier or by a 
planted area or by a median island not less than 
eighteen inches (18 ) wide formed either by solid 
yellow pavement markings or by a yellow cross-
hatching between two (2) solid yellow lines so in-
stalled as to control vehicular traffic, every vehicle 
shall be driven only upon the right-hand roadway 
unless directed or permitted to use another road-
way by official traffic-control devices or peace 
officers. No vehicle shall be driven over, across or 
within any such physical barrier or planted area or 
median island, except through an opening in such 
physical barrier or planted area or median island, 
or at a crossover or intersection established by 
public authority. (RCW 46.61.150) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.080), 1979.) 
 
11.53.100 Operate in single lane. 
 Every vehicle shall be driven as nearly as prac-
ticable entirely within a single lane and shall not be 
moved from such lane until the driver has first as-
certained that such movement can be made with 
safety. (RCW 46.61.140(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.100), 1979.) 
 
11.53.120 Interval between vehicles. 
 The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow 
another vehicle or bicycle more closely than is rea-
sonable and prudent, having due regard for the 
speed of such vehicles or bicycles and the traffic 

upon and the condition of the street or alley. (RCW 
46.61.145(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.120), 1979.) 
 
11.53.140 Interval between trucks. 
 The driver of any motor truck or motor vehicle 
drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a 
roadway outside of a business or residence district 
and which is following another motor truck or mo-
tor vehicle drawing another vehicle shall, whenev-
er conditions permit, leave sufficient space so that 
an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such 
space without danger, except that this shall not 
prevent a motor truck or motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle from overtaking and passing any 
like vehicle or other vehicle. (RCW 46.61.145(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.140), 1979.) 
 
11.53.180 Driving on the shoulder. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles with one (1) or more of the wheels 
on the shoulder of a street except for the purpose 
of stopping off such roadway, for gaining access to 
adjacent property, or having stopped thereat, for 
proceeding back onto the roadway. (RCW 
46.61.670) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.180), 1979.) 
 
11.53.190 Driving in a bicycle lane. 
 The operator of a motor vehicle shall not drive 
in a bicycle lane except to execute a turning ma-
neuver, yielding to all persons riding bicycles 
thereon. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.190), 1979.) 
 
11.53.195 Marked bicycle crossing. 
 When traffic-control signals are not in place or 
not in operation, the driver of a vehicle shall yield 
the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need 
be to so yield, to a person riding a bicycle within a 
marked bicycle crossing when such bicyclist is 
upon the half of the roadway upon which the ve-
hicle is traveling, or when the bicyclist is ap-
proaching from the opposite half of the roadway as 
to be in danger. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.195), 1979.) 
 
11.53.200 Overtaking a vehicle on the left. 
 The operator of a vehicle overtaking another 
vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass 
to the left of such overtaken vehicle at a safe dis-
tance and shall not again drive to the right side of 
the roadway until safely clear of the overtaken ve-
hicle. (RCW 46.61.110(1)) 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.200), 1979.) 
 
11.53.210 Limitations on overtaking on the 

left. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle to the left side of 
the center of the roadway in overtaking and pass-
ing another vehicle proceeding in the same direc-
tion unless authorized by the provisions of this 
chapter and unless such left side is clearly visible 
and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient dis-
tance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing 
to be completely made without interfering with the 
operation of any vehicle approaching from the op-
posite direction or any vehicle overtaken. In every 
event the overtaking vehicle must return to an au-
thorized lane of travel as soon as practicable and in 
the event the passing movement involves the use 
of a lane authorized for vehicles approaching from 
the opposite direction, before coming within two 
hundred feet (200 ) of any approaching vehicle. 
(RCW 46.61.120) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.210), 1979.) 
 
11.53.220 Overtaken vehicle to give way. 
 Except when overtaking and passing on the right 
is permitted, the driver of a vehicle being overta-
ken by a vehicle proceeding in the same direction 
shall give way to the right in favor of the overtak-
ing vehicle on audible signal and shall not increase 
the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by 
the overtaking vehicle. (RCW 46.61.110(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.220), 1979.) 
 
11.53.240 Driving on left side of centerline 

when approaching a curve or hill 
crest. 

 No person shall operate a vehicle on the left side 
of the centerline when approaching or upon the 
crest of a grade or upon a curve where the opera-
tor’s view is obstructed within such distance as to 
create a hazard in the event another vehicle might 
approach from the opposite direction. (RCW 
46.61.125(1)(a)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.240), 1979.) 
 
11.53.260 Driving on left side—

Intersection—Railroad crossing. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle on the left side 
of the centerline when approaching within one 
hundred (100) feet of or traversing any intersection 
or railroad grade crossing. (RCW 46.61.125(1)(b)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.260), 1979.) 
 

11.53.280 Driving on left side of centerline 
when approaching a bridge. 

 No person shall operate a vehicle on the left side 
of the centerline when the view is obstructed upon 
approaching within one hundred (100) feet of any 
bridge, viaduct or tunnel. (RCW 46.61.125(1)(c)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.280), 1979.) 
 
11.53.300 Exceptions to limitations on 

driving on left side of centerline. 
 The limitations described in Sections 11.53.210, 
11.53.240, 11.53.260, and 11.53.280 shall not ap-
ply upon a one (1) way roadway, nor under the 
conditions described in Section 11.53.020 A2 nor 
to the driver of a vehicle turning left into or from 
an alley, private road or driveway. (RCW 
46.61.125(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.300), 1979.) 
 
11.53.320 Overtaking on right when 

overtaken vehicle is turning left. 
 The operator of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
upon the right of another vehicle when the vehicle 
overtaken is making or about to make a left turn. 
Such movement shall not be made by driving off 
the roadway. (RCW 46.61.115(1)(a)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.320), 1979.) 
 
11.53.340 Overtaking on right upon 

multiple lane street. 
 The operator of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
upon the right of another vehicle upon a roadway 
with unobstructed pavement of sufficient width for 
two (2) or more lanes of vehicles moving lawfully 
in the direction being traveled by the overtaking 
vehicle. (RCW 46.61.115(1) (b)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.340), 1979.) 
 
11.53.380 When conditions safe. 
 The operator of a vehicle may overtake and pass 
another vehicle upon the right only under condi-
tions permitting such movement in safety. Such 
movement shall not be made by driving off the 
roadway. (RCW 46.61.115(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.380), 1979.) 
 
11.53.400 Further limitations on 

overtaking and passing. 
 Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a marked 
crosswalk or at any unmarked crosswalk at an in-
tersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the road-
way, the operator of any other vehicle approaching 
from the rear shall not overtake and pass such 
stopped vehicle. (RCW 46.61.235(4)) 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.400), 1979.) 
 
11.53.420 No-passing zone. 
 Where signs or markings are in place to define a 
no-passing zone, no driver shall at any time drive 
on the left side of the roadway within such no-
passing zone or on the left side of any pavement 
striping designed to mark such no-passing zone 
throughout its length. This section does not apply 
under the conditions described in Section 
11.53.020 B, nor to the driver of a vehicle turning 
left into or from an alley, private road or driveway. 
(RCW 46.61.130(2) and (3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.420), 1979.) 
 
11.53.440 Overtaking and passing school 

bus. 
 A. Except as provided in subsections C and D 
of this section, the driver of a vehicle upon over-
taking or meeting from either direction any school 
bus which has stopped on a roadway for the pur-
pose of receiving or discharging any schoolchild-
ren shall stop the vehicle before reaching such 
school bus when there is in operation on the school 
bus a visual signal as specified in Section 
11.82.520 and the driver shall not proceed until 
such school bus resumes motion or the visual sig-
nals are no longer activated. 
 B. The driver of a school bus shall actuate the 
visual signals required by Section 11.82.520 only 
when the school bus is stopped on a roadway for 
the purpose of receiving or discharging school-
children. 
 C. The driver of a vehicle upon a street divided 
into separate roadways as provided in Section 
11.53.080 need not stop upon meeting a school bus 
which is proceeding in the opposite direction and 
is stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharg-
ing schoolchildren. 
 D. The driver of a vehicle upon a street with 
three (3) or more marked traffic lanes need not 
stop upon meeting a school bus which is proceed-
ing in the opposite direction and is stopped for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging schoolchild-
ren. 
 E. The driver of a school bus may stop com-
pletely off the roadway for the purpose of receiv-
ing or discharging school children only when the 
school children do not have to cross the roadway. 
The school bus driver shall actuate the hazard 
warning lamps a defined in RCW 46.37.215 before 
loading or unloading school children at such stops. 
 F. No school bus shall stop on an arterial street 
at a location other than an intersection, except at 

designated bus zones, passenger load zones, school 
loading zones, or load and unload zones for the 
purpose of receiving or discharging schoolchild-
ren; provided, that school buses receiving or dis-
charging handicapped, impaired or disabled stu-
dents may stop at the most advantageous location 
for loading and unloading. (RCW 46.61.370) 
(Ord. 119011 § 13, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.53.440), 1979.) 
 
11.53.460 Overtaking or meeting private 

carrier bus—Signs. 
 A. The driver of a vehicle upon overtaking or 
meeting from either direction any private carrier 
bus which has stopped on a road for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop 
the vehicle before reaching such private carrier bus 
when there is in operation on the bus a visual sig-
nal as specified in RCW 46.37.190 and the driver 
shall not proceed until such bus resumes motion or 
is signaled by the bus driver to proceed or the vis-
ual signals are no longer activated. 
 B. The visual signals shall be actuated by the 
driver of the private carrier bus when such bus is 
stopped on a road for the purpose of receiving or 
discharging passengers, unless: 
 1. The passengers boarding or alighting 
do not have to cross a road and the bus is stopped 
completely off the main traveled portion of the 
road; or 
 2. The bus is stopped at an intersection or 
place where traffic is controlled by a traffic officer 
or official traffic-control signal; or 
 3. The bus is stopped on a multiple lane 
street for the purpose of receiving or discharging 
passengers and the passengers are not required to 
cross the road. 
 C. The driver of a vehicle upon a street divided 
into separate roadways as provided in Section 
11.53.080, need not stop upon meeting or passing 
a private carrier bus which is on a separate road-
way or when upon a limited access street, and the 
private carrier bus is stopped in a loading zone 
which is a part of or adjacent to such street and 
where pedestrians are not permitted to cross the 
roadway. 
 D. No private carrier bus shall stop on an ar-
terial street between crosswalks except at designat-
ed bus zones, passenger load zones, school loading 
zones, or load and unload zones for the purpose of 
receiving or discharging passengers. (RCW 
46.61.375) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.53.460), 1979.) 
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Chapter 11.54 

LIMITED ACCESS FACILITIES 
 
Sections: 

11.54.020 Cross dividing line. 
11.54.040 Improper turn. 
11.54.060 Improper lane. 
11.54.080 Enter from service road. 
11.54.100 Stop vehicle within right-of-

way. 
11.54.120 Designated access points. 
11.54.140 Backing prohibited. 
11.54.150 Limited access facilities—

Penalties. 
 
11.54.020 Cross dividing line. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle over, upon, or 
across any physical barrier, median barrier, or no-
passing zone line on any limited access facility. 
(RCW 47.52.120(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.020), 1979.) 
 
11.54.040 Improper turn. 
 No person shall make a left turn or a semicircu-
lar or U turn except through an opening provided 
for that purpose in the physical barrier, median 
barrier, or no-passing zone line on any limited 
access facility. (RCW 47.52.120(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.040), 1979.) 
 
11.54.060 Improper lane. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle except in the 
proper lane provided for that purpose and in the 
proper direction and to the right of the physical 
barrier, median barrier, or no-passing zone line on 
any limited access facility, except as provided in 
Section 11.53.020. (RCW 47.52.120(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.060), 1979.) 
 
11.54.080 Enter from service road. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle into a limited 
access facility from a local service road except 
through an opening provided for that purpose in 
the physical barrier or dividing line which sepa-
rates such service road from the limited access fa-
cility proper. (RCW 47.52.120(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.080), 1979.) 
 
11.54.100 Stop vehicle within right-of-way. 
 No person shall stop or park any vehicle or 
equipment within the right-of-way of any limited 
access facility including the shoulders thereof, ex-

cept at points specially provided therefor, and to 
make only such use of such specially provided 
stopping or parking points as is permitted by the 
designation thereof; provided, that this section 
shall not apply to authorized emergency vehicles, 
law enforcement vehicles or to vehicles stopped 
for emergency causes or equipment failures. (RCW 
47.52.120(5)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.100), 1979.) 
 
11.54.120 Designated access points. 
 No person shall travel to or from any limited 
access facility at any point other than a point des-
ignated by the Director of Engineering as an ap-
proach to said facility or to use an approach to 
such facility for any use in excess of that specified 
by such official. 
(Ord. 115995 § 15, 1991: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.54.120), 1979.) 
11.54.140 Backing prohibited. 
 No person shall back a vehicle upon any shoul-
der or roadway of any limited access facility. 
(RCW 46.61.605(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.140), 1979.) 
 
11.54.150 Limited access facilities—

Penalties. 
 Any person convicted of a violation of any of 
the provisions of Sections 11.54.020 through 
11.54.140 of this subtitle shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than Five Dollars ($5) nor more 
than One Hundred Dollars ($100), or by impri-
sonment for not less than five (5) days nor more 
than ninety (90) days, or by both such fine and im-
prisonment. (RCW 47.52.120) 
(Ord. 120885 § 4, 2002: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.54.150), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.55 

STARTING, STOPPING AND TURNING 
 
Sections: 

11.55.010 Right-of-way of vehicles 
approaching an intersection. 

11.55.020 Right turns. 
11.55.040 Left turns. 
11.55.060 Two way left-turn lane. 
11.55.080 Right-of-way on making a left 

turn. 
11.55.100 Obedience to no-turn signs. 
11.55.120 U turns—Restrictions. 
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11.55.140 Left turns between 
intersections—Limitations. 

11.55.160 Entering space—Angle 
parking. 

11.55.180 Starting parked vehicle. 
11.55.200 Turn signal—Required. 
11.55.220 Stops—Signal required. 
11.55.240 Turn signal—Distance in 

advance. 
11.55.260 Signals by hand and arm or 

signal lamps. 
11.55.280 When signals required. 
11.55.300 Method of giving hand and 

arm signals. 
11.55.320 Certain vehicles must stop at 

all railroad grade crossings. 
11.55.340 Vehicles carrying explosives, 

flammable liquids, poison gas, 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
and cryogenics must stop at all 
railroad crossings. 

 
11.55.010 Right-of-way of vehicles 

approaching an intersection. 
 When two (2) vehicles approach or enter an un-
controlled intersection from different highways at 
approximately the same time, the driver of the ve-
hicle on the left shall yield the right-of-way to the 
vehicle on the right. (RCW 46.61.180) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.010), 1979.) 
 
11.55.020 Right turns. 
 The operator of a vehicle intending to turn right 
at an intersection shall make both the approach for 
a right turn and a right turn as close as practicable 
to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.290(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.020), 1979.) 
 
11.55.040 Left turns. 
 The operator of a vehicle intending to turn left 
shall approach the turn in the extreme left-hand 
lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the di-
rection of travel of such vehicle. Whenever prac-
ticable the left turn shall be made to the left of the 
center of the intersection and so as to leave the in-
tersection or other location in the extreme left-hand 
lane lawfully available to traffic moving in the 
same direction as such vehicle on the roadway be-
ing entered. (RCW 46.61.290(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.040), 1979.) 
 

11.55.060 Two way left-turn lane. 
 Upon a roadway where a center lane has been 
provided by distinctive pavement markings for the 
use of vehicles turning left from both directions, 
no vehicles shall turn left from any other lane. A 
vehicle shall not be driven in this center lane for 
the purpose of overtaking or passing another ve-
hicle proceeding in the same direction. No vehicle 
shall travel further than three hundred (300) feet 
within the lane. A signal, either electric or manual, 
for indicating a left-turn movement, shall be made 
at least one hundred (100) feet before the actual 
left-turn movement is made. (RCW 
46.61.290(3)(c)) 
(Ord. 119011 § 14, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.55.060), 1979.) 
11.55.080 Right-of-way on making a left 

turn. 
 The operator of a vehicle intending to turn to the 
left shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle ap-
proaching from the opposite direction which is so 
close as to constitute an immediate hazard. (RCW 
46.61.185) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.080), 1979.) 
 
11.55.100 Obedience to no-turn signs. 
 Whenever signs are erected indicating that no 
right or left or U turn is permitted, no person shall 
disobey the directions of any such signs; except, 
that at those intersections where there are autho-
rized signs exempting transit coaches from the di-
rections of a no-left-turn sign, the operators of tax-
icabs shall also be exempt from the directions of 
such sign; except that the above exception shall not 
apply to the intersection of Northeast 45th Street 
and University Way. 
(Ord. 119011 § 15, 1998: Ord. 10887 § 1, 1980: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.100), 1979.) 
 
11.55.120 U turns—Restrictions. 
 No person shall make a U turn unless such 
movement can be made in safety and without inter-
fering with other traffic. No person shall make a U 
turn on any curve, or on the approach to or near the 
crest of a grade, unless the vehicle can be seen by 
the drivers of all other vehicles approaching from 
both directions within five hundred (500) feet. 
(RCW 46.61.295) 
(Ord. 119011 § 16, 1998: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.55.120), 1979.) 
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11.55.140 Left turns between 
intersections—Limitations. 

 No person shall make a left turn between inter-
sections on any street when such left turn delays or 
stops any vehicle traveling in the same or the op-
posite direction on the street, or when such left 
turn endangers or is likely to endanger any person 
or vehicle on the street, provided that if traffic 
conditions are such that the delayed or stopped ve-
hicles could have safely passed the left turning ve-
hicle on the right without stopping or being de-
layed such left turns are permitted. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.140), 1979.) 
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11.55.160 Entering space—Angle parking. 
 Operators of vehicles shall enter angle parking 
spaces only from the side of the roadway which is 
adjacent to such space. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.160), 1979.) 
 
11.55.180 Starting parked vehicle. 
 No person shall start a vehicle which is stopped, 
standing, or parked and then commence movement 
unless and until such movement can be made with 
reasonable safety. (RCW 46.61.-300) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.180), 1979.) 
 
11.55.200 Turn signal—Required. 
 No person shall turn a vehicle or move right or 
left upon a roadway unless and until such move-
ment can be made with reasonable safety nor with-
out giving an appropriate signal. (RCW 
46.61.305(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.200), 1979.) 
 
11.55.220 Stops—Signal required. 
 No person shall stop or suddenly decrease the 
speed of a vehicle without first giving an appropri-
ate signal to the driver of any vehicle immediately 
to the rear when there is opportunity to give such 
signal. (RCW 46.61.305(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.220), 1979.) 
 
11.55.240 Turn signal—Distance in 

advance. 
 A signal of intention to turn or move right or left 
when required shall be given continuously during 
not less than the last one hundred (100) feet tra-
veled by the vehicle before turning or moving right 
or left. (RCW 46.61.305(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.240), 1979.) 
 
11.55.260 Signals by hand and arm or 

signal lamps. 
 Any turn when required in this chapter shall be 
given either by means of the hand and arm or by 
signal lamps; provided, that whenever any motor 
vehicle is equipped with signal lamps in accor-
dance with Section 11.82.420, any turn signal re-
quired in this chapter shall be given by means of 
the signal lamps. (RCW 46.61.310(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.260), 1979.) 
 
11.55.280 When signals required. 
 Signals shall be used to indicate an intention to 
turn, change lanes, or start from a parked position 
and the signal lamps shall not be flashed on one (1) 

side only on a disabled vehicle, or flashed as a 
courtesy or “do pass” signal to operators of other 
vehicles approaching from the rear. (RCW 
46.61.305(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.280), 1979.) 
 
11.55.300 Method of giving hand and arm 

signals. 
 All signals given by hand and arm shall be given 
from the left side of the vehicle in the following 
manner and such signals shall indicate as follows: 
 A. Left Turn. Hand and arm extended horizon-
tally beyond the side of the vehicle. 
 B. Right Turn. Hand and arm extended upward 
beyond the side of the vehicle; 
 C. Stop or Decrease Speed. Hand and arm ex-
tended downward beyond the side of the vehicle. 
(RCW 46.61.315) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.55.300), 1979.) 
 
11.55.320 Certain vehicles must stop at all 

railroad grade crossings. 
 A. The driver of any motor vehicle carrying 
passengers for hire, other than a passenger car, or 
of any school bus or private carrier bus carrying 
any school child or other passenger, before cross-
ing at grade any track or tracks of a railroad, shall 
stop such vehicle within fifty (50) feet but not less 
than fifteen (15) feet from the nearest rail of such 
railroad and while so stopped shall listen and look 
in both directions along such track for any ap-
proaching train, and for signals indicating the ap-
proach of a train, except as hereinafter provided, 
and shall not proceed until he can do so safely. Af-
ter stopping as required in this section and upon 
proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of 
any such vehicle shall proceed across the tracks 
only in a gear such that there will be no necessity 
for changing gears while traversing such crossing 
and the driver shall not shift gears while crossing 
the track or tracks. 
 B. This section shall not apply at: 
 1. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
traffic is controlled by a peace officer or a duly 
authorized flagger; 
 2. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
traffic is regulated by a traffic-control signal; 
 3. Any railroad grade crossing protected 
by crossing gates or an alternatively flashing light 
signal intended to give warning of the approach of 
a railroad train; 
 4. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
an official traffic-control device gives notice that 
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the stopping requirement imposed by this section 
does not apply. (RCW 46.61.340) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.55.320), 1979.) 
 
11.55.340 Vehicles carrying explosives, 

flammable liquids, poison gas, 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
and cryogenics must stop at all 
railroad crossings. 

 A. The driver of any motor vehicle carrying 
explosives, flammable liquids, poison gas, lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG) or cryogenics, as a cargo 
or part of a cargo, before crossing at grade any 
track or tracks of a railroad, shall stop such vehicle 
within fifty (50) feet but not less than fifteen (15) 
feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while 
so stopped shall listen and look in both directions 
along such track for any approaching train, and for 
signals indicating the approach of a train, except as 
hereinafter provided, and shall not proceed until he 
can do so safely. After stopping as required in this 
section and upon proceeding when it is safe to do 
so, the driver of any such vehicle shall proceed 
across the tracks only in a gear such that there will 
be no necessity for changing gears while traversing 
such crossing and the driver shall not shift gears 
while crossing the track or tracks. 
 B. This section shall not apply at: 
 1. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
traffic is controlled by a peace officer or a duly 
authorized flagger; 
 2. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
traffic is regulated by a traffic-control signal; 
 3. Any railroad grade crossing protected 
by crossing gates or an alternatively flashing light 
signal intended to give warning of the approach of 
a railroad train; 
 4. Any railroad grade crossing at which 
an official traffic-control device gives notice that 
the stopping requirement imposed by this section 
does not apply. (RCW 46.61.340) 
(Ord. 109476 § 4(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.55.340), 1980.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.56 

SERIOUS TRAFFIC OFFENSES 
 
Sections: 

11.56.010 Arrest powers. 

11.56.020 Persons under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any 
drug—Chemical analysis—
Tests, evidence and penalties. 

11.56.120 Reckless driving. 
11.56.130 Reckless endangerment of 

roadway workers. 
11.56.320 Driving while license is 

suspended or revoked. 
11.56.340 Operation of motor vehicle 

prohibited while license is 
suspended or revoked. 

11.56.350 Operation of motor vehicle 
without required ignition 
interlock or other biological or 
technical device. 

11.56.355 Assisting another in starting 
and operating motor vehicle in 
violation of court order 
regarding ignition interlock or 
other biological or technical 
device. 

11.56.360 Driving with a suspended 
vehicle registration. 

11.56.410 Hit and run—Definitions. 
11.56.420 Hit and run (attended)—Duty 

in case of accident with 
occupied vehicle. 

11.56.430 Hit and run (unattended 
vehicle)—Duty in case of 
accident with unattended 
vehicle. 

11.56.440 Hit and run (property 
damage)—Duty in case of 
accident with property. 

11.56.445 Hit and run (by unattended 
vehicle)—Duty in case of 
accident caused by unattended 
vehicle. 

11.56.450 Hit and run (pedestrian or 
person on a device propelled 
by human power)—Duty in 
case of accident with 
pedestrian or device propelled 
by human power. 

11.56.460 Hit and run—Duty when 
specified persons are not in 
condition to receive 
information. 

 
11.56.010 Arrest powers. 
 A peace officer may arrest a person without a 
warrant if the officer has probable cause to believe 
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that such person has committed a crime as defined 
in this chapter. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.56.010), 1979.) 
 
11.56.020 Persons under the influence of 

intoxicating liquor or any drug—
Chemical analysis—Tests, 
evidence and penalties. 

 A. Driving While Intoxicated. 
 1. A person is guilty of driving while un-
der the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug 
if the person drives a vehicle within the City: 
 a. And the person has, within two (2) 
hours after driving, an alcohol concentration of 
0.08 or higher, as shown by analysis of the per-
son’s breath or blood made under the provisions of 
this section; or 
 b. While the person is under the influence 
of or affected by intoxicating liquor or any drug; or 
 c. While the person is under the com-
bined influence of or affected by intoxicating liq-
uor and any drug. 
 2. The fact that any person charged with 
a violation of this subsection is or has been entitled 
to use a drug under the laws of this state shall not 
constitute a defense against any charge of violating 
this subsection. 
 3. It is an affirmative defense to a viola-
tion of subsection A1a of this section which the 
defendant must prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the defendant consumed a sufficient 
quantity of alcohol after the time of driving and 
before the administration of an analysis of the per-
son’s breath or blood to cause the defendant’s al-
cohol concentration to be 0.08 or more within two 
(2) hours after driving. The court shall not admit 
evidence of this defense unless the defendant noti-
fies the prosecution prior to the omnibus or pretrial 
hearing in the case of the defendant’s intent to as-
sert the affirmative defense. 
 4. Analysis of blood or breath samples 
obtained more than two (2) hours after the alleged 
driving may be used as evidence that within two 
(2) hours after the alleged driving a person had an 
alcohol concentration of 0.08 or more in violation 
of subsection A1a of this section, and in any case 
in which the analysis shows an alcohol concentra-
tion above 0.00 may be used as evidence that a 
person was under the influence of or affected by 
intoxicating liquor or any drug in violation of sub-
sections A1b or A1c of this section. 

 5. Driving while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any drug is a gross misde-
meanor. 
 B. Physical Control. 
 1. A person is guilty of being in actual 
physical control of a motor vehicle while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug if the 
person has actual physical control of a vehicle 
within the City: 
 a. And the person has, within two (2) 
hours after being in actual physical control of the 
vehicle, an alcohol concentration of 0.08 or higher, 
as shown by analysis of the person’s breath or 
blood made under the provisions of this section; or 
 b. While the person is under the influence 
of or affected by intoxicating liquor or any drug; or 
 c. While the person is under the com-
bined influence of or affected by intoxicating liq-
uor and any drug. 
 2. The fact that any person charged with 
a violation of this subsection is or has been entitled 
to use a drug under the laws of this state shall not 
constitute a defense against any charge of violating 
this subsection. No person may be convicted under 
this subsection if, prior to being pursued by a law 
enforcement officer, the person has moved the ve-
hicle safely off the roadway. 
 3. It is an affirmative defense to a viola-
tion of subsection B1a of this section which the 
defendant must prove by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the defendant consumed a sufficient 
quantity of alcohol after the time of being in actual 
physical control of the vehicle and before the ad-
ministration of an analysis of the person’s breath 
or blood to cause the defendant’s alcohol concen-
tration to be 0.08 or more within two (2) hours af-
ter being in actual physical control of the vehicle. 
The court shall not admit evidence of this defense 
unless the defendant notifies the prosecution prior 
to the omnibus or pretrial hearing in the case of the 
defendant’s intent to assert the affirmative defense. 
 4. Analysis of blood or breath samples 
obtained more than two (2) hours after the alleged 
being in actual physical control of a vehicle may 
be used as evidence that within two (2) hours after 
the alleged being in actual physical control of a 
vehicle a person had an alcohol concentration of 
0.08 or more in violation of subsection B1a of this 
section, and in any case in which the analysis 
shows an alcohol concentration above 0.00 may be 
used as evidence that a person was under the influ-
ence of or affected by intoxicating liquor or any 
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drug in violation of subsections B1b or B1c of this 
section. 
 5. Being in actual physical control of a 
motor vehicle while under the influence of intox-
icating liquor or any drug is a gross misdemeanor. 
 C. Minor Driving Or Being In Actual Physical 
Control Of A Motor Vehicle After Consuming Al-
cohol. 
 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this title, a person is guilty of minor driving or be-
ing in actual physical control of a motor vehicle 
after consuming alcohol if the person: 
 a. Operates or is in actual physical con-
trol of a motor vehicle in the City; 
 b. Is under the age of twenty-one (21); 
and 
 c. Has, within two (2) hours after operat-
ing or being in actual physical control of the motor 
vehicle, an alcohol concentration of at least 0.02 
but less than 0.08, as shown by an analysis of the 
person’s breath or blood made under the provi-
sions of this section. 
 2. It is an affirmative defense to a viola-
tion of this subsection which the defendant must 
prove by a preponderance of the evidence that the 
defendant consumed a sufficient quantity of alco-
hol after the time of driving or being in actual 
physical control of the vehicle and before the ad-
ministration of an analysis of the person’s breath 
or blood to cause the defendant’s alcohol concen-
tration to be at least 0.02 but less than 0.08 within 
two (2) hours after driving or being in actual phys-
ical control of the vehicle. The court shall not ad-
mit evidence of this defense unless the defendant 
notifies the prosecution prior to the earlier of (a) 
seven (7) days prior to trial; or (b) the omnibus or 
pretrial hearing in the case of the defendant’s in-
tent to assert the affirmative defense. 
 3. Analysis of blood or breath samples 
obtained more than two (2) hours after the alleged 
driving or being in actual physical control of the 
vehicle may be used as evidence that within two 
(2) hours after the alleged driving or being in ac-
tual physical control of the vehicle a person had an 
alcohol concentration in violation of this subsec-
tion. 
 4. Minor driving or being in actual physi-
cal control of a motor vehicle after consuming al-
cohol is a misdemeanor. 
 D. Implied Consent. Any person who operates 
a motor vehicle within the City is deemed to have 
given consent, subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion, to a test or tests of his or her breath or blood 

for the purpose of determining the alcohol concen-
tration or presence of any drug in his or her breath 
or blood if arrested for any offense where, at the 
time of the arrest, the arresting officer has probable 
cause to believe the person had been driving or 
was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
any drug or was in violation of subsection C of this 
section. The test or tests of breath shall be adminis-
tered at the direction of a law enforcement officer 
having probable cause to believe the person to 
have been driving or in actual physical control of a 
motor vehicle within the City while under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor or in violation of 
subsection C of this section. However, in those 
instances where the person is incapable due to 
physical injury, physical incapacity, or other phys-
ical limitation, of providing a breath sample or 
where the person is being treated in a hospital, 
clinic, doctor’s office, emergency medical vehicle, 
ambulance, or other similar facility in which a 
breath testing instrument is not present or where 
the officer has probable cause to believe that the 
person is under the influence of a drug, a blood test 
shall be administered by a qualified person as pro-
vided in RCW 46.61.506(4). 
 The officer shall inform the person of the per-
son’s right to refuse the breath or blood test, and of 
the person’s right to have additional tests adminis-
tered by any qualified person of the person’s 
choosing as provided elsewhere in this section. 
The officer shall warn the driver that (1) the driv-
er’s license, permit, or privilege to drive will be 
revoked or denied if the driver refuses to submit to 
the test, (2) the driver’s license, permit, or privi-
lege to drive will be suspended, revoked, or denied 
if the test is administered and the test indicates the 
alcohol concentration of the driver’s breath or 
blood is 0.08 or more in the case of a person age 
twenty-one (21) or over, or in violation of this sec-
tion in the case of a person under age twenty-one 
(21) , and (3) the driver’s refusal to take the test 
may be used in a criminal trial. Except as provided 
in this section, the test administered shall be of the 
breath only. If an individual is unconscious or is 
under arrest for the crime of vehicular homicide as 
provided in RCW 46.61.520, or vehicular assault 
as provided in RCW 46.61.522, or if an individual 
is under arrest for the crime of driving while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs as 
provided in this section, which arrest results from 
an accident in which there has been serious bodily 
injury to another person, a breath or blood test may 
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be administered without the consent of the indi-
vidual so arrested. 
 E. Person Incapable of Refusal. Any person 
who is dead, unconscious, or who is otherwise in a 
condition rendering the person incapable of refus-
al, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the con-
sent provided by subsection D of this section and 
the test or tests may be administered, subject to the 
provisions of this section, and the person shall be 
deemed to have received the warnings required 
under subsection D of this section. 
 F. Refusal to Submit to Test. If, following 
his/her arrest and receipt of warnings under sub-
section D of this section, the person arrested refus-
es upon the request of a law enforcement officer to 
submit to a test of his/her breath or blood, no test 
shall be given except as authorized under subsec-
tion D or E of this section. 
 G. Notices to Person After Arrest. If, after ar-
rest and after the other applicable conditions and 
requirements of this section have been satisfied, a 
test or tests of the person’s blood or breath is ad-
ministered and the test results indicate that the al-
cohol concentration of the person’s breath or blood 
is 0.08 or more if the person is age twenty-one (21) 
or over, or in violation of this section if the person 
is under the age of twenty-one (21), or the person 
refuses to submit to a test, the arresting officer or 
other law enforcement officer at whose direction 
any test has been given shall give the person the 
notices and mark the person’s Washington state 
driver’s license or permit to drive, if any, as pro-
vided by RCW 46.20.308. 
 H. Notification of Arrest and Test Result or 
Refusal to Department of Licensing. After giving 
the notices to the person and marking the person’s 
Washington state driver’s license or permit to 
drive, if any, the law enforcement official shall, 
within seventy-two (72) hours, except as delayed 
as the result of a blood test, transmit to the Wash-
ington State Department of Licensing a sworn re-
port or report under a declaration authorized by 
RCW 9A.72.085 stating: (1) that the officer had 
probable cause to believe that the arrested person 
had been driving or was in actual physical control 
of a motor vehicle within the City while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or both, 
or was under the age of twenty-one (21) years and 
had been driving or was in actual physical control 
of a motor vehicle while having an alcohol concen-
tration in violation of subsection C of this section; 
(2) that after receipt of the warnings required by 
subsection D of this section the person refused to 

submit to a test of the person’s breath or blood, or 
a test was administered and the results indicated 
that the alcohol concentration of the person’s 
breath or blood was 0.08 or more if the person was 
age twenty-one (21) or over, or was in violation of 
this section if the person was under the age of 
twenty-one (21); and (3) any other information that 
the Director of the Washington State Department 
of Licensing may require by rule. 
 I. Admissibility of Evidence. Upon the trial of 
any civil or criminal action or proceeding arising 
out of acts alleged to have been committed by any 
person while driving or in actual physical control 
of a vehicle while under the influence of intoxicat-
ing liquor or any drug, if the person’s alcohol con-
centration is less than 0.08, it is evidence that may 
be considered with other competent evidence in 
determining whether the person was under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor or any drug. The 
breath analysis shall be based upon grams of alco-
hol per two hundred ten (210) liters of breath. The 
foregoing provisions of this subsection shall not be 
construed as limiting the introduction of any other 
competent evidence bearing upon the question 
whether the person was under the influence of in-
toxicating liquor or any drug. 
 J. Methods of Analysis. Analysis of the per-
son’s blood or breath to be considered valid under 
the provisions of this section shall have been per-
formed according to methods approved by the 
State Toxicologist and by an individual possessing 
a valid permit issued by the State Toxicologist for 
this purpose. 
 K. Blood Tests. When a blood test is adminis-
tered in accordance with this section, the with-
drawal of blood for the purpose of determining its 
alcoholic or drug content may be performed only 
by a physician, a registered nurse, or a qualified 
technician. This limitation shall not apply to the 
taking of breath specimens. 
 L. Right to Additional Tests. The person tested 
may have a physician or a qualified technician, 
chemist, registered nurse or other qualified person 
of his or her own choosing administer one (1) or 
more tests in addition to any administered at the 
direction of a law enforcement officer. The failure 
or inability to obtain an additional test by a person 
shall not preclude the admission of evidence relat-
ing to the test or tests taken at the direction of a 
law enforcement officer. 
 M. Right to Information. Upon the request of 
the person who shall submit to a test or tests at the 
request of a law enforcement officer, full informa-
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tion concerning this test or tests shall be made 
available to him/her or his/her attorney. 
 N. Penalty. 
 1. a. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
no prior offense within seven (7) years and whose 
alcohol concentration was less than 0.15, or for 
any reason other than the person’s refusal to take a 
test offered pursuant to subsection D of this section 
there is no test result indicating the person’s alco-
hol concentration, shall be punished by imprison-
ment for not less than twenty-four (24) consecutive 
hours nor more than one (1) year and by a fine of 
not less than Three Hundred Fifty Dollars ($350) 
and not more than Five Thousand Dollars 
($5,000). In lieu of the mandatory minimum term 
of imprisonment required under this subsection 
N1a, the court may order not less than fifteen (15) 
days of electronic home monitoring. 
 b. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
no prior offense within seven (7) years and whose 
alcohol concentration was 0.15 or more, or who 
refused to take a test offered pursuant to subsection 
D of this section, shall be punished by imprison-
ment for not less than two (2) consecutive days nor 
more than one (1) year, a fine of not less than Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500) nor more than Five Thou-
sand Dollars ($5,000) and a court-ordered restric-
tion under Section 11.20.230. In lieu of the manda-
tory minimum term of imprisonment required un-
der this subsection N1b, the court may order not 
less than thirty (30) days of electronic home moni-
toring. 
 2. a. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
one (1) prior offense within seven (7) years and 
whose alcohol concentration was less than 0.15, or 
for any reason other than the person’s refusal to 
take a test offered pursuant to subsection D of this 
section there is no test result indicating the per-
son’s alcohol concentration, shall be punished by 
imprisonment for not less than thirty (30) consecu-
tive days nor more than one (1) year, sixty (60) 
days of electronic home monitoring, a fine of not 
less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) nor more 
than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000), and a court-
ordered restriction under Section 11.20.230. 
 b. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
one (1) prior offense within seven (7) years and 
whose alcohol concentration was 0.15 or more, or 
who refused to take a test offered pursuant to sub-

section D of this section, shall be punished by im-
prisonment for not less than forty-five (45) con-
secutive days nor more than one (1) year, ninety 
(90) days of electronic home monitoring, a fine of 
not less than Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750) 
nor more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) and 
a court-ordered restriction under Section 
11.20.230. 
 3. a. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
two (2) or more prior offenses within seven (7) 
years and whose alcohol concentration was less 
than 0.15, or for any reason other than the person’s 
refusal to take a test offered pursuant to subsection 
D of this section there is no test result indicating 
the person’s alcohol concentration, shall be pu-
nished by imprisonment for not less than ninety 
(90) consecutive days nor more than one (1) year, 
one hundred twenty (120) days of electronic home 
monitoring, a fine of not less than One Thousand 
Dollars ($1,000) nor more than Five Thousand 
Dollars ($5,000) and a court-ordered restriction 
under Section 11.20.230. 
 b. A person who is convicted of a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, who has 
two (2) or more prior offenses within seven (7) 
years and whose alcohol concentration was 0.15 or 
more, or who refused to take a test offered pur-
suant to subsection D of this section, shall be pu-
nished by imprisonment for not less than one hun-
dred twenty (120) consecutive days nor more than 
one (1) year, one hundred fifty (150) days of elec-
tronic home monitoring, a fine of not less than One 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) nor more 
than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) and a court-
ordered restriction under Section 11.20.230. 
 4. a. “Prior offense” means any of the fol-
lowing: 
 (i) A conviction for a violation of sub-
section A of this section, RCW 46.61.502 or 
equivalent local ordinance; 
 (ii) A conviction for a violation of sub-
section B of this section, RCW 46.61.504 or 
equivalent local ordinance; 
 (iii) A conviction for a violation of RCW 
46.61.520 committed while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any drug; 
 (iv) A conviction for a violation of RCW 
46.61.522 committed while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor or any drug; 
 (v) A conviction for a violation of Sec-
tion 11.58.005 A, RCW 46.61.5249, Section 
11.56.120, RCW 46.61.500, Section 12A.06.050, 
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RCW 9A.36.050 or equivalent local ordinance, if 
the conviction was the result of a charge that was 
originally filed as a violation of subsection A or B 
of this section, RCW 46.61.502 or RCW 
46.61.504, or equivalent local ordinance, or RCW 
46.61.520 or RCW 46.61.522; 
 (vi) An out-of-state conviction for a vi-
olation that would have been a violation of subsec-
tions N4a(i), (ii), (iii), (iv) or (v) of this section if 
committed within this state; 
 (vii) A deferred prosecution under RCW 
Chapter 10.05 granted in a prosecution for a viola-
tion of subsection A or B of this section, RCW 
46.61.502 or RCW 46.61.504 or equivalent local 
ordinance; or 
 (viii) A deferred prosecution under RCW 
Chapter 10.05 granted in a prosecution for a viola-
tion of Section 11.58.005 A, RCW 46.61.5249, or 
equivalent local ordinance, if the charge under 
which the deferred prosecution was granted was 
originally filed as a violation of subsection A or B 
of this section, RCW 46.61.502 or RCW 
46.61.504, or equivalent local ordinance, or RCW 
46.61.520 or RCW 46.61.522. 
 b. “Within seven (7) years” means that 
the arrest for the prior offense occurred within sev-
en (7) years of the arrest for the current offense. 
 5. For purposes of sentencing pursuant to 
subsections N1, N2, and N3 of this section, the 
judge shall determine, based on a preponderance of 
the evidence, the number of prior offenses within 
seven (7) years the person has, whether the per-
son’s alcohol concentration was less than 0.15 or 
0.15 or more, whether the person refused to take a 
test offered pursuant to subsection D of this section 
or whether for any reason other than the person’s 
refusal to take a test offered pursuant to subsection 
D of this section there is no test result indicating 
the person’s alcohol concentration. The prosecutor 
or the court may obtain an abstract of the person’s 
driving record, which shall be prima facie evidence 
of the person’s prior offenses. 
 6. Unless the judge finds the person to be 
indigent, the mandatory minimum fine shall not be 
suspended or deferred. Neither the mandatory min-
imum jail sentence nor the mandatory minimum 
period of electronic home monitoring shall be sus-
pended or deferred unless the judge finds that the 
imposition of this sentence will pose a substantial 
risk to the defendant’s physical or mental well-
being. The court-ordered restriction under Section 
11.20.230 may not be suspended. Whenever the 
mandatory minimum sentence is suspended or de-

ferred, the judge must state, in writing, the reason 
for granting the suspension or deferral and the 
facts upon which the suspension or deferral is 
based. Whenever the court sentences an offender 
to a period of electronic home monitoring, the 
court may also require the offender’s home elec-
tronic monitoring device to include an alcohol de-
tection breathalyzer and may restrict the amount of 
alcohol the offender may consume during the pe-
riod of electronic home monitoring. The cost of 
electronic home monitoring shall be paid for by the 
offender and determined by the City. In exercising 
its discretion is setting penalties within the limits 
allowed by this subsection, the court shall particu-
larly consider whether the person’s driving at the 
time of the offense was responsible for injury or 
damage to another or another’s property, whether 
the person’s license, permit or privilege to drive 
was suspended, revoked, denied or in probationary 
status at the time of the offense, whether the per-
son was in compliance with Section 11.20.340 at 
the time of the offense and whether the person was 
driving or in actual physical control of a vehicle 
with one (1) or more passengers at the time of the 
offense. 
 7. A person convicted of a violation of 
subsection A or B of this section shall be required 
to complete a course in an alcohol information 
school approved by the Washington State Depart-
ment of Social and Health Services or more inten-
sive treatment at a program approved by the Wash-
ington State Department of Social and Health Ser-
vices, as determined by the court. The court shall 
notify the Washington State Department of Licens-
ing of a conviction under this section and whenev-
er it orders a person to complete a course or treat-
ment under this subsection N7. A diagnostic eval-
uation and treatment recommendation shall be pre-
pared under the direction of the court by an alco-
holism agency approved by the Washington State 
Department of Social and Health Services or a 
qualified probation department approved by the 
Washington State Department of Social and Health 
Services. A copy of the report shall be sent to the 
Washington State Department of Licensing. Based 
on the diagnostic evaluation, the court shall deter-
mine whether the person shall be required to com-
plete a course in an alcohol information school or 
more intensive treatment. 
 8. In addition to any nonsuspendable and 
nondeferrable jail sentence required by this subsec-
tion, whenever the court imposes less than one (1) 
year in jail, the court shall also suspend but shall 
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not defer a period of confinement for a period not 
exceeding five (5) years. The court shall impose 
conditions of probation that include: (a) not driv-
ing a motor vehicle within this state without a va-
lid license to drive and proof of financial responsi-
bility for the future; (b) not driving a motor vehicle 
within this state while having an alcohol concen-
tration of 0.08 or more within two (2) hours after 
driving; and (c) not refusing to submit to a test of 
his or her breath or blood to determine alcohol 
concentration upon request of a law enforcement 
officer who has probable cause to believe the per-
son was driving or was in actual physical control 
of a motor vehicle within this state while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor. For each violation 
of mandatory conditions probation (a) and (b), or 
(a) and (c) of this subsection N8, the court shall 
order the convicted person to be confined for thirty 
(30) days, which shall not be suspended or de-
ferred. For each incident involving a violation of a 
mandatory condition of probation imposed under 
this subsection N8, the court shall suspend the per-
son’s license, permit or privilege to drive for thirty 
(30) days or, if the person’s license, permit or pri-
vilege to drive already is suspended, revoked or 
denied at the time the finding of probation viola-
tion is made, then the suspension, revocation or 
denial then in effect shall be extended by thirty 
(30) days. The court shall notify the Washington 
State Department of Licensing of a person’s viola-
tion of any mandatory condition of probation im-
posed under this subsection N8 and the suspension 
of or extension of the suspension, revocation or 
denial of a person’s license, permit or privilege to 
drive. The court may impose conditions of proba-
tion that include nonrepetition, installation of an 
ignition interlock or other biological or technical 
device on the probationer’s motor vehicle, alcohol 
or drug treatment, supervised probation, or other 
conditions that may be appropriate. The sentence 
may be imposed in whole or in part upon violation 
of a condition of probation during the suspension 
period. 
 9. In addition to the penalties set forth in 
this subsection, a fee of One Hundred Twenty-five 
Dollars ($125) shall be assessed to a person who is 
either convicted, sentenced to a lesser charge or 
given a deferred prosecution as a result of an arrest 
for violating subsection A or B of this section, 
RCW 46.61.520 or RCW 46.61.522. Upon a veri-
fied petition by the person assessed the fee, the 
court may suspend payment of all or part of the fee 
if it finds that the person does not have the ability 

to pay. The fee shall be collected by the clerk of 
the court and distributed according to RCW 
46.61.5054. 
 10. A court may waive the electronic home 
monitoring requirements of this subsection when 
(a) the offender does not have a dwelling, tele-
phone service, or any other necessity to operate an 
electronic home monitoring system; (b) the of-
fender does not reside in The State of Washington; 
or (c) the court determines that there is reason to 
believe that the offender would violate the condi-
tions of the electronic home monitoring penalty. 
Whenever the mandatory minimum term of elec-
tronic home monitoring is waived, the court shall 
state in writing the reason for granting the waiver 
and the facts upon which the waiver is based, and 
shall impose an alternative sentence with similar 
punitive consequences. The alternative sentence 
may include, but is not limited to, additional jail 
time, work crew, or work camp. Whenever the 
combination of jail time and electronic home 
monitoring or alternative sentence would exceed 
three hundred sixty-five (365) days, the offender 
shall serve the jail portion of the sentence first, and 
the electronic home monitoring or alternative por-
tion of the sentence shall be reduced so that the 
combination does not exceed three hundred sixty-
five (365) days. 
 O. Vehicle Seizure and Forfeiture. 
 1. Upon conviction for a violation of sub-
section A or B of this section, where the person 
has a prior offense within seven (7) years, as de-
fined in subsection N4 of this section, the motor 
vehicle the person was driving or over which the 
person had actual physical control at the time of 
the offense, if the person has a financial interest in 
the vehicle, is subject to seizure and forfeiture pur-
suant to RCW 46.61.5058. 
 2. Upon the arrest or filing of a complaint 
or citation in Municipal Court based on probable 
cause to believe that a person has violated subsec-
tion A or B of this section, if such person has a 
prior offense within seven (7) years, as defined in 
subsection N4 of this section, the person shall be 
provided written notice that any transfer, sale or 
encumbrance of the person’s interest in the vehicle 
the person was driving or over which the person 
had actual physical control at the time of the of-
fense is unlawful pending acquittal, dismissal, six-
ty (60) days after conviction or other termination 
of the charge, except that: 
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 a. A vehicle encumbered by a bona fide 
security interest may be transferred to the secured 
party or a person designated by the secured party; 
 b. A leased or rented vehicle may be 
transferred to the lessor, rental agency or a person 
designated by the lessor or rental agency; and 
 c. A vehicle may be transferred to a third 
party or a vehicle dealer who is a bona fide pur-
chaser or may be subject to a bona fide security 
interest unless it is established that either (i) the 
purchaser had actual notice that the vehicle was 
subject to the prohibition prior to the transfer of 
title, or (ii) the holder of the security interest had 
actual notice that the vehicle was subject to the 
prohibition prior to the encumbrance of title. 
 P. Refusal Admissible. The refusal of a person 
to submit to a test of alcohol or drug concentration 
in the person’s blood or breath under Section 
11.56.020 D is admissible into evidence at a sub-
sequent criminal trial. 
 Q. Mandatory Appearance After Charging. 
 1. A defendant who is charged with a vi-
olation of this section shall be required to appear in 
person before a judicial officer within one (1) judi-
cial day after the arrest if the defendant is served 
with a citation or complaint at the time of the ar-
rest. The Municipal Court may by local court rule 
waive the requirement for an appearance within 
one (1) judicial day if it provides for the appear-
ance at the earliest practicable day following arrest 
and establishes the method for identifying that day 
in the rule. 
 2. A defendant who is charged with a vi-
olation of this section and who is not served with a 
citation or complaint at the time of the incident 
shall appear in court for arraignment in person as 
soon as practicable, but in no event later than four-
teen (14) days after the next day on which court is 
in session following the issuance of the citation or 
the filing of the complaint or information. 
 3. At the time of an appearance required 
by this subsection, the court shall determine the 
necessity of imposing conditions of pretrial release 
according to the procedures established by court 
rule for a preliminary appearance or an arraign-
ment. 
 4. Appearances required by this subsec-
tion are mandatory and may not be waived. 
 5. Failure of the court to comply with the 
requirements of this subsection shall not be 
grounds for dismissal of any charge under this sec-
tion nor the establishment of a constructive date of 

arraignment for purposes of Criminal Rule for 
Courts of Limited Jurisdiction 3.3. 
(Ord. 120481 §§ 4, 5, 2001; Ord. 120057 § 1, 
2000; Ord. 119636 § 1, 1999; Ord. 119189 § 6, 
1998: Ord. 118992 § 1, 1998; Ord. 118105 § 4, 
1996: Ord. 117734 § 2, 1995: Ord. 117642 § 1, 
1995: Ord. 117155 § 3, 1994: Ord. 116880 § 1, 
1993: Ord. 116872 § 4, 1993: Ord. 113550 § 1, 
1987: Ord. 112959 § 1, 1986: Ord. 112466 § 1, 
1985; Ord. 111859 § 6, 1984: Ord. 111279 § 1, 
1983: Ord. 110967 § 6, 1983: Ord. 109475 
§ 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108635 § 1, 1979: Ord. 
108200 § 2(11.56.020), 1979.) 
 
Cases: Person could be charged with drunk driving even if he was not 

driving erratically. City of Seattle v. Tolliver, 31 Wn.App. 299, 641 P.2d 

719 (1982). 

 
Being in physical control of a motor vehicle while intoxicated is a lesser 

included offense of driving while intoxicated. McGuire v. City of Seattle, 

31 Wn.App. 438, 642 P.2d 765 (1982). 

 
Ordinance defining crime of driving while intoxicated as driving with a 

blood alcohol level of 0.10 or above did not create an unconstitutional 

presumption that a person with that blood alcohol level is intoxicated. 

City of Seattle v. Urban, 32 Wn.App. 634, 648 P.2d 922 (1982). 

 
Where defendant, after being advised of his right to have an assigned 

attorney if he could not afford a retained attorney, was given access to a 

telephone and a telephone book containing the phone numbers of private 

attorneys and the public defender, both having 24-hour answering servic-

es, and did not request a list of available retained or assigned attorneys 

nor other means of contacting an attorney, he was not denied access to 

counsel. City of Seattle v. Carpenito, 32 Wn.App. 809, 649 P.2d 861 

(1982). 

 
A jury instruction similar to the language of subsection A 1 and 2 was 

found to be erroneous. Seattle v. Gellein, 112 Wn.2d 58 and 113 Wn.2d 

1, 768 P.2d 470 and 775 P.2d 448 (1989). 

 
A citation describing the offense as “DWI” and listing the code section 

by its numbers without the periods is sufficient. State v. Leach, 113 

Wn.2d 679, 782 P.2d 552 (1989). A citation “D.W.I.” and “11.56.020(1) 

(A & B)” is sufficient. Seattle v. McKinney, 58 Wn.App. 607, 794 P.2d 

857 (1990). 

 
Editor’s Note: The provisions of this ordinance are declared to be sepa-

rate and severable. The invalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, 

subdivision, section or portion of this ordinance, or the invalidity of 

the application thereof to any person or circumstance shall not affect 

the validity of the remainder of this ordinance, or the validity of its 

application to other persons or circumstances. In the event that a 

court should declare void any provision of the Municipal Code af-

fected by this ordinance because the alcohol concentration is 0.08 ra-

ther than 0.10, then an alcohol concentration of 0.10 rather than 0.08 

shall be in full force and effect as though “0.10” appeared every-

where “0.08” appears in the Municipal Code, except in Section 

11.56.020 N8, and prosecutions shall be made and shall continue 

thereunder as if the alcohol concentration was 0.10. 
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(Ord. 117734 § 3, 1995: Ord. 117642 § 2, 1995: 
Ord. 117155 § 4, 1994.) 
 
11.56.120 Reckless driving. 
 A. Any person who drives any vehicle in the 
City in wilful or wanton disregard for the safety of 
persons or property is guilty of reckless driving. 
 B. No person or persons may race any motor 
vehicle or motor vehicles upon any street, alley or 
way open to the public of the City. 
 C. Any person or persons who wilfully com-
pare or contest relative speeds by operation of one 
(1) or more motor vehicles is guilty of reckless 
driving, whether or not such speed is in excess of 
the maximum speed prescribed by law; provided 
however, that any comparison or contest of the 
accuracy with which motor vehicles may be oper-
ated in terms of relative speeds not in excess of the 
posted maximum speed does not constitute reck-
less driving. 
(Ord. 115757 § 2, 1991: Ord. 111859 § 3, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.56.120), 1979.) 
 
Cases: Ordinance prohibiting racing of motor vehicles on City streets and 

providing that persons comparing or contesting relative speeds by simul-

taneous operations are prima facie guilty of reckless driving whether or 

not they exceed the speed limit was not void for vagueness. City of Seat-

tle v. Platt, 19 Wn.App. 904, 578 P.2d 873 (1978). 

 
11.56.130 Reckless endangerment of 

roadway workers. 
 A. A person is guilty of reckless endangerment 
of roadway workers if he or she: 
 1. Drives a vehicle in a roadway con-
struction zone in such a manner as to endanger or 
be likely to endanger any persons or property; or 
 2. Removes, evades, or intentionally 
strikes a traffic safety device or a traffic control 
device. 
 B. Reckless endangerment of roadway workers 
is a gross misdemeanor. (RCW 46.61.527(4)) 
(Ord. 119011 § 17, 1998.) 
 
11.56.320 Driving while license is 

suspended or revoked. 
 A. It is unlawful for any person to drive a mo-
tor vehicle within the City while that person is in a 
suspended or revoked status or when his or her 
privilege to drive is suspended or revoked in this 
or any other state. 
 B. A person found to be an habitual offender 
under Chapter 46.65 RCW, who violates this sec-
tion while an order of revocation issued under 
Chapter 46.65 RCW prohibiting such operation is 

in effect, is guilty of driving while license sus-
pended or revoked in the first degree, a gross mis-
demeanor. Upon the first such conviction, the per-
son shall be punished by imprisonment for not less 
than ten (10) days. Upon the second conviction, 
the person shall be punished by imprisonment for 
not less than ninety (90) days. Upon the third or 
subsequent conviction, the person shall be pu-
nished by imprisonment for not less than one hun-
dred eighty (180) days. If the person is also con-
victed of the offense defined in Section 11.56.020 
A or Section 11.56.020 B, when both convictions 
arise from the same event, the minimum sentence 
of confinement shall be not less than ninety (90) 
days. The minimum sentence of confinement re-
quired shall not be suspended or deferred. 
 C. A person who violates this section while an 
order of suspension or revocation prohibiting such 
operation is in effect and while the person is not 
eligible to reinstate his or her driver’s license or 
driving privilege, other than for a suspension for 
the reasons described in subsection D of this sec-
tion, is guilty of driving while license suspended or 
revoked in the second degree, a gross misdemea-
nor. This subsection applies when a person’s driv-
er’s license or driving privilege has been sus-
pended or revoked by reason of: 
 1. A conviction of a felony in the com-
mission of which a motor vehicle was used; 
 2. A previous conviction under this sec-
tion; 
 3. A notice received by the Washington 
Department of Licensing from a court or diversion 
unit as provided by RCW 46.20.265, relating to a 
minor who has committed, or who has entered a 
diversion agreement concerning an offense relating 
to alcohol, legend drugs, controlled substances, or 
imitation controlled substances; 
 4. A conviction relating to the violation 
of restrictions of an occupational driver’s license; 
 5. A conviction relating to the operation 
of a motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked 
license; 
 6. A conviction relating to duty in case of 
injury to or death of a person or damage to an at-
tended vehicle; 
 7. A conviction relating to attempting to 
elude pursuing police vehicles; 
 8. A conviction relating to reckless driv-
ing; 
 9. A conviction relating to a person under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs; 
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 10. A conviction relating to vehicular ho-
micide; 
 11. A conviction relating to vehicular as-
sault; 
 12. A conviction relating to reckless en-
dangerment of roadway workers; 
 13. A conviction relating to racing of ve-
hicles on highways; 
 14. A conviction relating to leaving child-
ren in an unattended vehicle with motor running; 
 15. A conviction relating to theft of motor 
vehicle fuel; 
 16. A conviction relating to attempting, 
aiding, abetting, coercing, and committing crimes; 
or 
 17. An administrative action taken by the 
Washington Department of Licensing under Chap-
ter 46.20 RCW. 
 D. A person who violates this section when his 
or her driver’s license or driving privilege is, at the 
time of the violation, suspended or revoked solely 
because (1) the person must furnish proof of satis-
factory progress in a required alcoholism or drug 
treatment program, (2) the person must furnish 
proof of financial responsibility for the future as 
provided by Chapter 46.29 RCW, (3) the person 
has failed to comply with the provisions of Chapter 
46.29 RCW relating to uninsured accidents, (4) the 
person has committed an offense in another state 
that, if committed in this state, would not be 
grounds for the suspension or revocation of the 
person’s driver’s license, (5) the person has been 
suspended or revoked by reason of one (1) or more 
of the items listed in subsection C of this section, 
but was eligible to reinstate his or her driver’s li-
cense or driving privilege at the time of the viola-
tion, (6) the person has failed to respond to a notice 
of traffic infraction, failed to appear at a requested 
hearing, violated a written promise to appear in 
court or has failed to comply with the terms of a 
notice of traffic infraction or citation, as provided 
in RCW 46.20.289, Section 1, (7) the person has 
received traffic citations or notices of traffic infrac-
tion that have resulted in a suspension under RCW 
46.20.267 relating to intermediate drivers’ li-
censes, or any combination of (1) through (7), is 
guilty of driving while license suspended or re-
voked in the third degree, a misdemeanor. 
(Ord. 120431 § 6, 2001; Ord. 116872 § 5, 1993: 
Ord. 115757 § 3, 1991: Ord. 113824 § 1, 1988: 
Ord. 109475 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.56.320), 1979.) 
 

Cases: A motorist was found to violate this section by driving without a 

valid driver’s license, although the letter of the Department of Licensing 

revoking his license, sent by certified mail, was returned as “unclaimed.” 

His refusal to take a breath test after an earlier stop had put him on no-

tice. Seattle v. Foley, 56 Wn.App. 485, 784 P.2d 176 (1990). 

 
11.56.340 Operation of motor vehicle 

prohibited while license is 
suspended or revoked. 

 No person, whose driver’s license or right or 
privilege to operate a motor vehicle has been sus-
pended or revoked as provided in RCW Title 46, 
shall operate a motor vehicle on any street, alley or 
way open to the public in the City under a license, 
permit or registration certificate issued by any ju-
risdiction or otherwise during such suspension or 
after such revocation until a new license is ob-
tained when and as permitted under RCW Chapter 
46.20. (RCW 46.20.420) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.56.340), 1979.) 
 
11.56.350 Operation of motor vehicle 

without required ignition 
interlock or other biological or 
technical device. 

 No person whose driving record includes a nota-
tion, pursuant to RCW 46.20.740, that the person 
may operate only a motor vehicle equipped with an 
ignition interlock or other biological or technical 
device shall operate a motor vehicle that is not so 
equipped. Violation of this section is a misdemea-
nor. (RCW 46.20.740) 
(Ord. 120481, § 7, 2001: Ord. 119189 § 7, 1998.) 
 
11.56.355 Assisting another in starting and 

operating motor vehicle in 
violation of court order 
regarding ignition interlock or 
other biological or technical 
device. 

 A. No person shall knowingly assist another 
person who is restricted to the use of a motor ve-
hicle equipped with an ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device to start and operate 
such a motor vehicle in violation of a court order 
regarding such device. 
 B. This section shall not apply to the starting of 
a motor vehicle or the request to start a motor ve-
hicle equipped with an ignition interlock or other 
biological or technical device if done for the pur-
pose of safety or mechanical repair of the device or 
the vehicle and the person subject to the court or-
der does not operate the vehicle. 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 SERIOUS TRAFFIC OFFENSES 11.56.340 

 11-77 (Seattle 12-02) 

 C. “Knowingly” has the same meaning as in 
Section 12A.04.030 B. 
 D. Violation of this section is a gross misde-
meanor. (RCW 46.20.750) 
(Ord. 119189 § 8, 1998.) 
 
11.56.360 Driving with a suspended vehicle 

registration. 
 A. No person shall operate a motor vehicle on 
any street, alley or way open to the public while 
the vehicle registration is suspended as provided in 
RCW Title 46. 
 B. Any person convicted of a violation of sub-
section A of this section shall be punished by im-
prisonment for not less than two (2) days nor more 
than five (5) days, or a fine of not less than One 
Hundred Dollars ($100) nor more than Five Hun-
dred Dollars ($500), or by both such imprisonment 
and fine. 
(Ord. 115757 § 4, 1991: Ord. 110967 § 13, 1983.) 
 
11.56.410 Hit and run—Definitions. 
 A. “Accident” means a collision between two 
(2) or more vehicles, or between a vehicle and 
property, or between a vehicle and a person. “Ac-
cident” also means the operation of a vehicle in 
such a manner as to cause the driver of another 
vehicle, or a pedestrian, or a person on a device 
propelled by human power to take evasive action 
which results in damage to property or injury to a 
person. 
 B. “Device propelled by human power” in-
cludes but is not limited to a scooter, skateboard, 
tricycle, wagon, and any other similar device. 
(Ord. 120885 § 5, 2002; Ord. 111861 § 9, 1984.) 
 
11.56.420 Hit and run (attended)—Duty in 

case of accident with occupied 
vehicle. 

 The operator of any vehicle involved in an acci-
dent resulting in damage to a vehicle which is op-
erated or occupied by any person shall do the fol-
lowing: 
 A. Move the vehicle as soon as possible off the 
roadway or freeway main lanes, shoulders, me-
dians, and adjacent areas to a location on an exit 
ramp shoulder, the frontage road, the nearest suita-
ble cross street, or other suitable location and re-
main at the suitable location until he or she has 
done the following; and 
 B. Give his or her name, address, insurance 
company, insurance policy number, and vehicle 
license number, and exhibit his or her vehicle op-

erator’s license to the operator or any occupant of 
the other vehicle; and 
 C. Render to any person involved in such acci-
dent reasonable assistance including the carrying 
or the making of arrangements for the carrying of 
such person to a physician or hospital for medical 
treatment if it is apparent that such treatment may 
be necessary or if such carrying is requested by the 
person involved in the accident or on his or her 
behalf. Under no circumstances shall the rendering 
of assistance or other compliance with the provi-
sions of this section be evidence of the liability of 
any operator for such accident. 
(Ord. 120885 § 6, 2002; Ord. 111861 § 10, 1984.) 
 
Cases: This section was upheld as valid against a challenge claiming it 

conflicted with RCW 46.52.020. Seattle v. Wandler, 60 Wn.App. 309, 

803 P.2d 833 (1991). 
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11.56.430 Hit and run (unattended 
vehicle)—Duty in case of 
accident with unattended vehicle. 

 The operator of any vehicle involved in an acci-
dent resulting in damage to another vehicle which 
is unattended shall do the following: 
 A. Immediately stop such vehicle at the scene 
of the accident, or as close thereto as possible; and 
 B. Then and there: 
 1. Locate and notify the operator or own-
er of such vehicle of the name and address of the 
operator and of the owner of the vehicle striking 
the unattended vehicle; or 
 2. Leave in a conspicuous place in the 
vehicle struck a written notice, giving the name 
and address of the operator and of the owner of the 
vehicle striking such other vehicle. 
(Ord. 111861 § 11, 1984.) 
 
11.56.440 Hit and run (property damage)—

Duty in case of accident with 
property. 

 The operator of any vehicle involved in an acci-
dent resulting in damage to property other than a 
vehicle shall do the following: 
 A. Immediately stop such vehicle at the scene 
of the collision, or as close thereto as possible; and 
 B. Then and there: 
 1. Locate and notify the owner or person 
in charge of such property of the name and address 
of the operator and of the owner of the vehicle 
striking the property; or 
 2. Leave in a conspicuous place upon the 
property struck a written notice, giving the name 
and address of the operator and of the owner of the 
vehicle so striking the property. 
(Ord. 111861 § 12, 1984.) 
 
11.56.445 Hit and run (by unattended 

vehicle)—Duty in case of 
accident caused by unattended 
vehicle. 

 The last operator of any unattended vehicle 
which collides with any other vehicle or other 
property shall do the following: 
 A. Immediately take reasonable steps to locate 
and notify the owner or person in charge of such 
property of such fact and of the name and address 
of the last operator and the owner of the vehicle 
striking such property; or 
 B. Immediately leave in a conspicuous place 
upon the property struck a written notice, giving 

the name and address of the operator and of the 
owner of the vehicle so striking the property; and 
 C. Make report of such collision as in the case 
of other collisions upon the streets and alleys of 
the City. 
(Ord. 112466 § 5, 1985.) 
 
11.56.450 Hit and run (pedestrian or 

person on a device propelled by 
human power)—Duty in case of 
accident with pedestrian or 
device propelled by human 
power. 

 The operator of any vehicle involved in an acci-
dent with a pedestrian, or with a device propelled 
by human power operated by any person, or on 
which a person is seated, shall do the following: 
 A. Immediately stop such vehicle at the scene 
of such accident, or as close thereto as possible, 
and forthwith return to and remain at the scene of 
such accident until he has done the following; 
 B. Give his or her name, address, insurance 
company, insurance policy number, and vehicle 
license number, and exhibit his or her operator’s 
license to the pedestrian or person operating the 
device propelled by human power, or, if they are 
unconscious or incompetent, to another person 
whom he or she reasonably believes is acting on 
their behalf; and 
 C. Render to any person involved in such acci-
dent reasonable assistance including the carrying 
or the making of arrangements for the carrying of 
such person to a physician or hospital for medical 
treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is 
necessary or if such carrying is requested by the 
person involved in the accident or on his or her 
behalf. Under no circumstances shall the rendering 
of assistance or other compliance with the provi-
sions of this section be evidence of the liability of 
any operator for such accident. 
(Ord. 120885 § 7, 2002; Ord. 111861 § 13, 1984.) 
 
11.56.460 Hit and run—Duty when 

specified persons are not in 
condition to receive information. 

 In the event that none of the persons specified in 
Sections 11.56.420, 11.56.430, 11.56.440, and 
11.56.450 are in condition to receive the informa-
tion to which they otherwise would be entitled, and 
no peace officer is present, the person with a duty 
to provide such information, after fulfilling all oth-
er requirements of the applicable provisions of this 
code, shall forthwith report such accident to the 
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nearest office of a duly authorized police authority 
and submit thereto the information specified in the 
applicable ordinance. 
(Ord. 111861 § 14, 1984.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.57 

MOTORCYCLE REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.57.020 Seating. 
11.57.040 Foot pegs. 
11.57.060 Operator to keep both hands 

on handlebars. 
11.57.080 Passenger interfering. 
11.57.100 Mirrors. 
11.57.120 Goggles or face shield. 
11.57.160 Handlebars—Maximum 

height. 
11.57.180 Both feet not to be on same 

side of motorcycle. 
11.57.200 Exemption for motorcycles in 

parades. 
11.57.220 Lighted lamps required. 
11.57.240 Headlamps. 
11.57.260 Height of headlamps. 
11.57.280 Exhaust system. 

 
11.57.020 Seating. 
 A person operating a motorcycle shall ride only 
upon the permanent and regular seat attached the-
reto, and such operator shall not carry any other 
person nor shall any other person ride on a motor-
cycle unless such motorcycle is designed to carry 
more than one (1) person, in which event a passen-
ger may ride upon the permanent and regular seat 
if designed for two (2) persons, or upon another 
seat firmly attached to the motorcycle at the rear or 
side of the operator. (RCW 46.61.610) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.020), 1979.) 
 
11.57.040 Foot pegs. 
 No person shall operate a motorcycle not 
equipped with foot pegs of a type approved by the 
State Commission on Equipment for each person 
such motorcycle is designed to carry. (RCW 
46.61.610) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.040), 1979.) 
 
11.57.060 Operator to keep both hands on 

handlebars. 
 No person shall operate a motorcycle while car-
rying any package, bundle, or other article which 

prevents him from keeping both hands on the han-
dlebars. (UVC 11-1302(c)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.060), 1979.) 
 
11.57.080 Passenger interfering. 
 No operator shall carry any person, nor shall any 
person ride, in a position that will interfere with 
the operation or control of a motorcycle or the 
view of the operator. (UVC 11-1302(d)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.080), 1979.) 
 
11.57.100 Mirrors. 
 A. No person shall operate a motorcycle or mo-
tor-driven cycle not equipped with mirrors on the 
left and right sides of the handlebars which shall be 
so located as to give the operator a complete view 
of the street or alley for a distance of at least two 
hundred (200) feet to the rear of the motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle. 
 B. Mirrors shall not be required on any motor-
cycle or motor-driven cycle over twenty-five (25) 
years old originally manufactured without mirrors 
and which has been restored to its original condi-
tion and which is being ridden to or from or other-
wise in conjunction with an antique classic motor-
cycle contest, show, or other such assemblage. No 
mirror is required on any motorcycle manufactured 
prior to January 1, 1931. 
(Ord. 113906 § 5, 1988: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.57.100), 1979.) 
 
11.57.120 Goggles or face shield. 
 No person shall operate a motorcycle or motor-
driven cycle which does not have a windshield un-
less he wears glasses, goggles, or a face shield of a 
type approved by the State Commission on 
Equipment. (RCW 46.37.530(1)(b)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.120), 1979.) 
 
11.57.160 Handlebars—Maximum height. 
 No person shall operate on a street or alley a 
motorcycle on which the handlebars or grips are 
more than fifteen (15) inches higher than the seat 
or saddle for the operator. (RCW 46.61.611) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.160), 1979.) 
 
11.57.180 Both feet not to be on same side 

of motorcycle. 
 No person shall ride a motorcycle in such a po-
sition that both feet are placed on the same side of 
the motorcycle. (RCW 46.61.612) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.180), 1979.) 
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11.57.200 Exemption for motorcycles in 
parades. 

 Sections 11.57.020 through 11.57.180 shall not 
apply to the operation of motorcycles as part of a 
parade for which a permit has been obtained pur-
suant to Section 11.25.020 of this subtitle. (RCW 
46.61.613) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.200), 1979.) 
 
11.57.220 Lighted lamps required. 
 Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle 
shall have its head and tail lamps lighted whenever 
such vehicle is in motion upon a street or alley. 
(RCW 46.37.020) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.220), 1979.) 
 
11.57.240 Headlamps. 
 Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle 
shall be equipped with at least one (1) and not 
more than two (2) headlamps which shall comply 
with the requirements and limitations of this chap-
ter. (RCW 46.37.040(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.240), 1979.) 
 
11.57.260 Height of headlamps. 
 Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle 
shall have every headlamp at a height meeting the 
requirements of Section 11.82.100. (RCW 
46.37.040(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.57.260), 1979.) 
 
11.57.280 Exhaust system. 
 No person shall modify the exhaust system of a 
motorcycle in a manner which will amplify or in-
crease the noise emitted by the engine of such ve-
hicle above that emitted by the muffler originally 
installed on the vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for 
any person to operate a motorcycle not equipped as 
required by Sections 11.84.060 and 11.84.080 or 
which has been amplified as prohibited by this sec-
tion so that the vehicle’s exhaust noise exceeds 
ninety-five (95) decibels as measured by the Socie-
ty of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test procedure 
J1169, (May, 1998). (RCW 46.37.390(3)) 
(Ord. 120481 § 8, 2001: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.57.280), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.58 

MISCELLANEOUS DRIVING RULES 
 
Sections: 

11.58.005 Operating motor vehicle in a 
negligent manner—Penalty. 

11.58.008 Inattention. 
11.58.010 Operating with gears in 

neutral or clutch disengaged. 
11.58.015 Use of compression brakes. 
11.58.020 Carrying persons on outside of 

vehicle. 
11.58.025 Riding in trailers. 
11.58.030 Carrying animals on outside of 

vehicle. 
11.58.040 Boarding or alighting from 

vehicles. 
11.58.050 Opening and closing vehicle 

doors. 
11.58.060 Interference with operator’s 

view or control. 
11.58.070 Passenger not to interfere with 

operator. 
11.58.140 Moving defective vehicle 

unlawful. 
11.58.150 Lowering passenger vehicle 

below clearance. 
11.58.160 Advertising. 
11.58.170 Crossing wet paint lines. 
11.58.190 Leaving minor children in 

unattended vehicle. 
11.58.195 Child passenger restraint 
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11.58.198 Safety belts required. 
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11.58.210 Funeral procession 

identification. 
11.58.220 Funeral procession—

Obedience to traffic-control 
device. 
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driveway, private property, or 
building. 

11.58.240 Driving along sidewalk or 
planting strip. 

11.58.250 Driving on constructed 
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11.58.260 Right-of-way of emergency 
vehicles. 
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approach of authorized 
emergency vehicles. 
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11.58.275 Right-of-way of transit 
vehicles. 

11.58.280 Limitations on backing. 
11.58.290 Alley—Backing from or to. 
11.58.300 Driveway ingress prohibited. 
11.58.303 Driveway egress prohibited. 
11.58.305 Certain turns from driveways 

prohibited. 
11.58.310 Regard for pedestrians. 
11.58.350 Throwing debris. 
11.58.370 Dimming headlights—

Oncoming traffic. 
11.58.380 Dimming headlights—

Following traffic. 
11.58.390 Red light restriction. 
11.58.400 Flashing light restriction. 
11.58.410 Causing or permitting 

unlawful vehicle operation. 
11.58.420 Persons driving while drinking 

intoxicants—Penalty. 
11.58.425 Open alcoholic containers. 

 
11.58.005 Operating motor vehicle in a 

negligent manner—Penalty. 
 A. 1. A person is guilty of negligent driving 
in the first degree if he or she operates a motor ve-
hicle in a manner that is both negligent and endan-
gers or is likely to endanger any person or proper-
ty, and exhibits the effects of having consumed 
liquor or an illegal drug. 
 2. It is an affirmative defense to negligent 
driving in the first degree by means of exhibiting 
the effects of having consumed an illegal drug, that 
must be proved by the defendant by a preponder-
ance of the evidence, that the driver has a valid 
prescription for the drug consumed and has been 
consuming it according to the prescription direc-
tions and warnings. 
 3. Negligent driving in the first degree is 
a misdemeanor. 
 B. 1. A person is guilty of negligent driving 
in the second degree if, under circumstances not 
amounting to negligent driving in the first degree, 
he or she operates a motor vehicle in a manner that 
is both negligent and endangers or is likely to en-
danger any person or property. 
 2. It is an affirmative defense to negligent 
driving in the second degree, that must be proved 
by the defendant by a preponderance of the evi-
dence, that the driver was operating the motor ve-
hicle on private property with the consent of the 
owner in a manner consistent with the owner’s 
consent. 

 3. Negligent driving in the second degree 
is a traffic infraction and is subject to a penalty of 
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00). 
 C. For the purposes of this section: 
 1. “Negligent” means the failure to exer-
cise ordinary care, and is the doing of some act that 
a reasonably careful person would not do under the 
same or similar circumstances or the failure to do 
something that a reasonably careful person would 
do under the same or similar circumstances. 
 2. “Exhibiting the effects of having con-
sumed liquor” means that the person has the odor 
of liquor on his or her breath, or that by speech, 
manner, appearance, behavior, lack of coordina-
tion, or otherwise exhibits that he or she has con-
sumed liquor, and either: 
 a. Is in possession of or in close proximi-
ty to a container that has or recently had liquor in 
it; or 
 b. Is shown by other evidence to have 
recently consumed liquor. 
 3. “Exhibiting the effects of having con-
sumed an illegal drug” means that a person by 
speech, manner, appearance, behavior, lack of 
coordination, or otherwise exhibits that he or she 
has consumed an illegal drug, and either: 
 a. Is in possession of an illegal drug; or 
 b. Is shown by other evidence to have 
recently consumed an illegal drug. 
 4. “Illegal drug” means a controlled sub-
stance under RCW 69.50 for which the driver does 
not have a valid prescription or that is not being 
consumed in accordance with the prescription di-
rections and warnings, or a legend drug under 
RCW Chapter 69.41 for which the driver does not 
have a valid prescription or that is not being con-
sumed in accordance with the prescription direc-
tions and warnings. 
 D. Any act prohibited by this section that also 
constitutes a crime under any other law of this City 
may be the basis of prosecution under such other 
law notwithstanding that it may also be the basis 
for prosecution under this section. (RCW 
46.61.525) 
(Ord. 118105 § 5, 1996: Ord. 117156 § 1, 1994: 
Ord. 115757 § 6, 1991: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 109475 § 1(part), 1980: 108200 
§ 2(11.58.005), 1979.) 
 
11.58.008 Inattention. 
 A. No person shall operate a vehicle in an inat-
tentive manner over and along the streets, alleys or 
ways open to the public of this City. For the pur-
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pose of this section, “inattentive manner” means 
such a manner so as to fail to maintain a careful 
lookout for persons or property in the direction of 
travel. 
 B. The offense of operating a vehicle in an in-
attentive manner shall be considered to be a lesser 
offense than, but included in, the offense of operat-
ing a vehicle in a negligent manner, and any per-
son charged with operating a vehicle in a negligent 
manner may be convicted of the lesser offense of 
operating a vehicle in an inattentive manner. 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.58.008), 1979.) 
 
11.58.010 Operating with gears in neutral 

or clutch disengaged. 
 A. The driver of any motor vehicle when trav-
eling upon a downgrade shall not coast with the 
gears of such vehicle in neutral. 
 B. No driver shall coast with the clutch disen-
gaged when traveling upon a downgrade. This sec-
tion shall not prevent the proper shifting of gears 
or the towing of a disabled vehicle. (RCW 
46.61.630) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.010), 1979.) 
 
11.58.015 Use of compression brakes. 
 A. No person shall use compression brakes 
while operating a motor vehicle upon any street 
where signs prohibit the use of compression 
brakes, except as such use is necessary in an emer-
gency. 
 B. Definitions. 
 1. “Compression brakes” means a device 
which, when manually activated, retards the for-
ward motion of a motor vehicle by the direct and 
sole use of the compression of the engine of the 
vehicle. “Compression brakes” are sometimes 
called “jake brakes.” 
 2. An “emergency” contemplates that an 
immediate stoppage or slowing of the vehicle is 
necessary in order to prevent injury to persons or 
damage to property or to remedy an injury that has 
already occurred, and that friction brakes are either 
not available or would not have been as effective 
in bringing the vehicle to a stop or slowing it. 
 C. This section shall not apply to vehicles of a 
municipal fire department, whether or not respond-
ing to an emergency, participating in an exercise in 
emergency management, or rendering assistance 
under a mutual aid pact. 
 D. Violation of this section shall be punished as 
an infraction. 

(Ord. 116500 § 1, 1992.) 
 
11.58.020 Carrying persons on outside of 

vehicle. 
 No person shall transport any person upon the 
runningboard, fenders, hood or other outside parts 
of any vehicle, except that this provision shall not 
apply to authorized emergency vehicles or to gar-
bage trucks, while engaged in the collection of 
garbage. (RCW 46.61.660) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.020), 1979.) 
 
11.58.025 Riding in trailers. 
 No person shall occupy any trailer while it is 
being moved upon a street or alley, except a person 
occupying a proper position for steering a trailer 
designed to be steered from a rear-end position. 
(RCW 46.61.625) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.025), 1979.) 
 
11.58.030 Carrying animals on outside of 

vehicle. 
 No person shall transport any living animal on 
the runningboard, fenders, hood or other outside 
part of any vehicle unless suitable harness, cage, or 
enclosure is provided and so attached as to protect 
such animal from falling or being thrown there-
from. (RCW 46.61.660) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.030), 1979.) 
 
11.58.040 Boarding or alighting from 

vehicles. 
 No person shall board or alight from any vehicle 
while such vehicle is in motion. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.040), 1979.) 
 
11.58.050 Opening and closing vehicle 

doors. 
 No person shall enter, leave, or open the door of 
a motor vehicle on the side adjacent to moving 
traffic unless and until it is reasonably safe to do 
so, and can be done without interfering with the 
movement of other traffic, nor shall any person 
leave a door open on the side of a vehicle adjacent 
to moving traffic for a period of time longer than 
necessary to load or unload passengers. (RCW 
46.61.620) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.050), 1979.) 
 
11.58.060 Interference with operator’s view 

or control. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle when it is so 
loaded, or when there are in the front seat such a 
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number of persons, as to obstruct the view of the 
operator to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to 
interfere with the operator’s control over the driv-
ing mechanism of the vehicle. (RCW 
46.61.615(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.060), 1979.) 
 
11.58.070 Passenger not to interfere with 

operator. 
 No person in a vehicle shall ride in such position 
as to interfere with the operator’s view ahead or to 
the sides, or to interfere with the operator’s control 
over the driving mechanism of the vehicle. (RCW 
46.61.615(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.070), 1979.) 
 
11.58.140 Moving defective vehicle 

unlawful. 
 No person shall operate or move, and no owner 
shall cause or permit to be operated or moved, 
upon any street, alley or way open to the public, 
any vehicle or combination of vehicles, which is 
not at all times equipped in the manner required by 
Chapters 11.80, 11.82, 11.84, 11.86, and 11.88 or 
the equipment of which is not in a proper condition 
and adjustment as required by those chapters. This 
section shall not be construed to prevent the opera-
tion of any such defective vehicle in the manner 
directed by any peace officer or representative of 
the State Commission on Equipment for the cor-
rection of defective equipment. (RCW 46.32.060) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.140), 1979.) 
 
11.58.150 Lowering passenger vehicle 

below clearance. 
 No person shall operate any passenger motor 
vehicle which has been modified from the original 
design so that any portion of such passenger ve-
hicle other than the wheels has less clearance from 
the surface of a level roadway than the clearance 
between the roadway and the lowermost portion of 
any rim of any wheel the tire on which is in contact 
with such roadway. (RCW 46.61.680) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.150), 1979.) 
 
11.58.160 Advertising. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle or bicycle 
on a street or alley for the primary purpose of dis-
playing advertising when such operation obstructs 
vehicular traffic. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.160), 1979.) 
 

11.58.170 Crossing wet paint lines. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle across or 
along wet paint lines or pavement markings freshly 
applied when signs or devices warning of the con-
dition are in place. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.170), 1979.) 
 
11.58.190 Leaving minor children in 

unattended vehicle. 
 No person shall while operating or in charge of 
a vehicle, park or wilfully allow such vehicle to 
stand upon a street or alley or in a public place 
with its motor running, leaving a child or children 
under the age of sixteen (16) unattended therein. 
(RCW 46.61.685) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.190), 1979.) 
 
11.58.195 Child passenger restraint 

required. 
 A. Whenever a child who is less than sixteen 
(16) years of age is being transported in a motor 
vehicle that is in operation and that is required by 
RCW 46.37.510 to be equipped with a safety belt 
system in a passenger seating position, the driver 
of the vehicle shall keep the child properly re-
strained as follows: 
 1. If the child is less than six (6) years old 
and/or sixty (60) pounds and the passenger seating 
position equipped with a safety belt system allows 
sufficient space for installation, then the child will 
be restrained in a child restraint system that com-
plies with standards of the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation and that is secured in the 
vehicle in accordance with instructions of the 
manufacturer of the child restraint system: 
 2. If the child is less than one (1) year of 
age or weighs less than twenty (20) pounds, the 
child shall be properly restrained in a rear-facing 
infant seat; 
 3. If the child is more than one (1) but 
less than four (4) years of age or weighs at least 
twenty (20) pounds but less than forty (40) pounds, 
the child shall be properly restrained in a forward 
facing child safety seat restraint system; 
 4. If the child is at least four (4) but less 
than six (6) years of age or weighs at least forty 
(40) pounds but less than sixty (60) pounds, the 
child shall be properly restrained in a child booster 
seat; 
 5. If the child is six (6) years of age or 
older or weighs more than sixty (60) pounds, the 
child shall be properly restrained with the motor 
vehicle’s safety belt properly adjusted and fastened 
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around the child’s body or an appropriately fitting 
booster seat; and 
 6. Enforcement of 1 through 5 of this 
subsection is subject to a visual inspection by law 
enforcement to determine if the child restraint sys-
tem in use is appropriate for the child’s individual 
height, weight, and age. The visual inspection for 
usage of a forward facing child safety seat must 
ensure that the seat in use is equipped with a four-
point shoulder harness system. The visual inspec-
tion for usage of a booster seat must ensure that the 
seat belt properly fits across the child’s lap and the 
shoulder strap crosses the center of the child’s 
chest. The visual inspection for the usage of a seat 
belt by a child must ensure that the lap belt proper-
ly fits across the child’s lap and the shoulder strap 
crosses the center of the child’s chest. In determin-
ing violations, consideration to the above criteria 
must be given in conjunction with the provisions 
of 1 through 5 of this subsection. The driver of a 
vehicle transporting a child who is under the age of 
six (6) years old or weighs less than sixty (60) 
pounds, when the vehicle is equipped with a pas-
senger side air bag supplemental restraint system, 
and the air bag system is activated, shall transport 
the child in the back seat positions in the vehicle 
where it is practical to do so. 
 B. A person violating this section may be is-
sued a notice of traffic infraction under Chapter 
11.31. If the person to whom the notice was issued 
presents proof of acquisition of an approved child 
passenger restraint system or a child booster seat, 
as appropriate, within seven (7) days to the court 
and the person has not previously had a violation 
of this section or RCW 46.61.687 dismissed, the 
notice of traffic infraction shall be dismissed. 
 C. This section does not apply to for hire ve-
hicles, vehicles designed to transport sixteen (16) 
or fewer passengers, including the driver, operated 
by auto transportation companies as defined in 
RCW 81.68.010, vehicles providing consumer 
shuttle service between parking, convention, and 
hotel facilities, and airport terminals, or school 
buses. 
 D. As used in this section “child booster seat” 
means a child passenger restraint system that meets 
the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards set 
forth in 49 C.F.R. 571.213 that is designed to ele-
vate a child to properly sit in a federally approved 
lap/shoulder belt system. 
 E. The requirements of subsection A1 through 
5 of this section do not apply in any seating posi-
tion where there is only a lap belt available and the 

child weighs more than forty (40) pounds. (RCW 
46.61.687) 
(Ord. 120885 § 8, 2002: Ord. 119011 § 18, 1998: 
Ord. 111861 § 15, 1984.) 
 
11.58.198 Safety belts required. 
 A. For the purposes of this section, the term 
“motor vehicle” includes: 
 1. “Buses,” meaning motor vehicles with 
motive power, except trailers, designed to carry 
more than ten (10) passengers; 
 2. “Multipurpose passenger vehicles,” 
meaning motor vehicles with motive power, except 
trailers, designed to carry ten (10) persons or less, 
that are constructed either on a truck chassis or 
with special features for occasional off-road opera-
tion; 
 3. “Passenger cars,” meaning motor ve-
hicles with motive power, except multipurpose 
passenger vehicles, motorcycles, or trailers, de-
signed for carrying ten (10) passengers or less; and 
 4. “Trucks,” meaning motor vehicles 
with motive power, except trailers, designed pri-
marily for the transportation of property. 
 B. This section only applies to motor vehicles 
that meet the manual seat belt safety standards as 
set forth in federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
208. This section does not apply to a motor vehicle 
occupant for whom no safety belt is available 
when all designated seating positions as required 
by Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208 are 
occupied. 
 C. Every person sixteen (16) years of age or 
older operating or riding in a motor vehicle shall 
wear the safety belt assembly in a properly ad-
justed and securely fastened manner. 
 D. No person may operate a motor vehicle un-
less all passengers under the age of sixteen (16) 
years are either wearing a safety belt assembly or 
are securely fastened into an approved child re-
straint device. 
 E. Failure to comply with the requirements of 
this section does not constitute negligence, nor 
may failure to wear a safety belt assembly be ad-
missible as evidence of negligence in any civil ac-
tion. 
 F. This section does not apply to an operator or 
passenger who possesses written verification from 
a licensed physician that the operator or passenger 
is unable to wear a safety belt for physical or med-
ical reasons. (RCW 46.61.688) 
(Ord. 120885 § 9, 2002; Ord. 113266 § 1, 1987.) 
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11.58.200 Parades and processions. 
 No pedestrian, bicyclist, equestrian, or operator 
of a vehicle shall pass through, drive between, or 
interrupt the vehicles comprising any regularly or-
ganized funeral procession, any parade or proces-
sion authorized by the Chief of Police as provided 
in Section 11.25.020, or any passage of military or 
naval forces of the United States or of the National 
Guard of the state, when any one of the above-
mentioned processions is accompanied by a mili-
tary, naval or civil police escort which directs traf-
fic at all intersections as used; provided however, 
that there is no duty imposed upon the Police De-
partment or other law enforcement agency of the 

City to provide such escort services. This provision 
shall not apply to operation of emergency vehicles. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.200), 1979.) 
 
11.58.210 Funeral procession identification. 
 No person shall operate a motor vehicle in or as 
a part of a funeral procession unless such vehicles 
be marked or distinguished by illuminated head-
lights. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.210), 1979.) 
 
11.58.220 Funeral procession—Obedience 

to traffic-control device. 
 No person shall operate a motor vehicle in or as 
part of a funeral procession in violation of traffic-

control devices unless directed to do so by a un-
iformed police officer. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.220), 1979.) 
 
11.58.230 Emerging from alley, driveway, 

private property, or building. 
 Except as directed otherwise by official traffic-
control devices, the driver of a vehicle emerging 
from any alley, driveway, private property, or 
building shall stop such vehicle immediately prior 
to driving onto a sidewalk or onto the sidewalk 
area extending across any alley or driveway, or 
onto a public path, and shall yield the right-of-way 
to any pedestrian or bicyclist as may be necessary 
to avoid collision, and upon entering the roadway 
of a street shall yield the right-of-way to all ve-
hicles approaching on the roadway. (RCW 
46.61.365) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.230), 1979.) 
 
11.58.240 Driving along sidewalk or 

planting strip. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle on or along any 
sidewalk or planting strip. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.240), 1979.) 
 
11.58.250 Driving on constructed sidewalk. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle upon a con-
structed sidewalk and/or curb except upon a per-
manent driveway or a temporary driveway estab-
lished in accordance with a permit issued under 
Section 11.24.100. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.250), 1979.) 
 
 

11.58.260 Right-of-way of emergency 
vehicles. 

 The following vehicles on emergency calls shall 
in the order named have the right-of-way over all 
other traffic: 
 A. Vehicles and apparatus of the Fire Depart-
ment; 
 B. Vehicles and apparatus of Police Depart-
ment, Sheriff’s offices, Washington State Patrol; 
 C. Ambulances and other authorized emergen-
cy vehicles. (RCW 46.61.035) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.260), 1979.) 
 
11.58.270 Operation of vehicles on 

approach of authorized 
emergency vehicles. 

 A. Upon the immediate approach of an autho-
rized emergency vehicle making use of audible and 
visual signals meeting the requirements of Section 
11.82.520, or of a police vehicle properly and law-
fully making use of an audible signal only the 
driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right-
of-way and shall immediately drive to a position 
parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-
hand edge or curb of the roadway clear of any in-
tersection and shall stop and remain in such posi-
tion until the authorized emergency vehicle has 
passed, except when otherwise directed by a peace 
officer. 
 B. This section shall not operate to relieve the 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the 
duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all 
persons using the street or alley. (RCW 46.61.210) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.270), 1979.) 
 
11.58.275 Right-of-way of transit vehicles. 
 A. The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right-
of-way to a transit vehicle traveling in the same 
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direction that has signalled and is re-entering the 
traffic flow. 
 B. This section shall not operate to relieve the 
driver of a transit vehicle from the duty to drive 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using 
the street or alley. 
 C. For purposes of this section, “transit ve-
hicle” means a motor vehicle, street car, train, or 
trolley which is owned or operated by a city, coun-
ty, county transportation authority, a public benefit 
area, or the state, and which is used to carry pas-
sengers on a regular schedule. (RCW 46.04.355; 
69.50.435(5), (6)). 
(Ord. 116977 § 1, 1993.) 
 
11.58.280 Limitations on backing. 
 No person shall back a vehicle unless such 
movement can be made with safety and without 
interfering with other traffic. (RCW 46.61.605(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.280), 1979.) 
 
11.58.290 Alley—Backing from or to. 
 No person shall back any vehicle into or out of 
any alley; Provided, that this section will not apply 
when backing is done under the guidance of a per-
son whose duty is to direct the driver’s movements 
with safety. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.290), 1979.) 
 
11.58.300 Driveway ingress prohibited. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle from a street 
or alley into a driveway when there is maintained 
in a prominent position adjacent to such driveway 
a sign as provided in Section 11.24.0601 indicating 
the driveway is to be used only for exit from the 
driveway into the street or alley. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.300), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Section 11.24.060 does not exist. The correct cross-

reference is Section 11.24.030. 

 
11.58.303 Driveway egress prohibited. 
 No person shall drive any vehicle from any dri-
veway into a street or alley when there is main-
tained in a prominent position adjacent to such dri-
veway a sign as provided in Section 11.24.0601 
indicating that the driveway is to be used only for 
entry from the street or alley into the driveway. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.303), 1979.) 
 

1. Editor’s Note: Section 11.24.060 does not exist. The correct cross-

reference is Section 11.24.030. 

 
11.58.305 Certain turns from driveways 

prohibited. 
 No person shall turn a vehicle from a driveway 
into a street or alley when, at the direction of the 
Director of Engineering there is maintained in a 
prominent position adjacent to such driveway a 
sign indicating such turn is prohibited. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.305), 1979.) 
 
11.58.310 Regard for pedestrians. 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapters 
11.40 and 11.44, every operator of a vehicle shall 
exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pede-
strian or person riding a bicycle upon any roadway 
and shall give warning by sounding the horn when 
necessary, and shall exercise all proper precautions 
upon observing any child or any obviously con-
fused or incapacitated person upon a roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.245) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.310), 1979.) 
 
11.58.350 Throwing debris. 
 No person shall throw or drop any glass objects, 
debris, or any waste from a vehicle or upon any 
street or alley. (RCW 46.61.645) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.350), 1979.) 
 
11.58.370 Dimming headlights—Oncoming 

traffic. 
 Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an 
oncoming vehicle within five hundred (500) feet, 
such driver shall use a distribution of light, or 
composite beam, so aimed that the glaring rays are 
not projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. 
The lowermost distribution of light, or composite 
beam, specified in Section 11.82.140 B shall be 
dimmed to avoid glare at all times, regardless of 
road contour and loading. (RCW 46.37.230(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.370), 1979.) 
 
11.58.380 Dimming headlights—Following 

traffic. 
 Whenever the driver of a vehicle approaches 
another vehicle from the rear within three hundred 
(300) feet such driver shall use a distribution of 
light permissible under this subtitle other than the 
uppermost distribution of light specified in Section 
11.82.140 A. (RCW 46.37.230(3)) 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.380), 1979.) 
 
11.58.390 Red light restriction. 
 No person shall drive or move any vehicle or 
equipment upon any street or alley with any lamp 
or device thereon displaying a red light either 
lighted or not lighted visible from directly in front 
of the center thereof. (RCW 46.37.280(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.390), 1979.) 
 
11.58.400 Flashing light restriction. 
 Flashing lights are prohibited except as required 
in Sections 11.82.380, 11.82.430, 11.82.520, 
11.82.560 and warning lamps authorized by the 
State Commission on Equipment. (RCW 
46.37.280(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.400), 1979.) 
 
11.58.410 Causing or permitting unlawful 

vehicle operation. 
 No owner, or any other person, shall, in employ-
ing or otherwise directing the operation of a ve-
hicle, require or knowingly permit the operation of 
such vehicle upon a street, alley or way open to the 
public in any manner contrary to law. (RCW 
46.61.675) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.58.410), 1979.) 
 
11.58.420 Persons driving while drinking 

intoxicants—Penalty. 
 A. It is a traffic infraction to drink any alcohol-
ic beverage in a motor vehicle when the vehicle is 
upon a highway. 
 B. It is a traffic infraction for a person to have 
in his possession while in a motor vehicle upon a 
highway, a bottle, can, or other receptacle contain-
ing an alcoholic beverage if the container has been 
opened or a seal broken or the contents partially 
removed. 
 C. It is a traffic infraction for the registered 
owner of a motor vehicle, or the driver if the regis-
tered owner is not then present in the vehicle, to 
keep in a motor vehicle when the vehicle is upon a 
highway, a bottle, can, or other receptacle contain-
ing an alcoholic beverage which has been opened 
or a seal broken or the contents partially removed, 
unless the container is kept in the trunk of the ve-
hicle or in some other area of the vehicle not nor-
mally occupied by the driver or passengers if the 
vehicle does not have a trunk. A utility compart-

ment or glove compartment is deemed to be within 
the area occupied by the driver and passengers. 
 D. This section does not apply to a public con-
veyance that has been commercially chartered for 
group use or to the living quarters of a motor home 
or camper or, except as otherwise provided by law, 
to any passenger for compensation in a for-hire 
vehicle licensed under City, county, or state law, or 
to a privately owned vehicle operated by a person 
possessing a valid operator’s license with a special 
endorsement issued under RCW 46.20.440 in the 
course of his usual employment transporting pas-
sengers at the employer’s direction; provided that 
nothing in this subsection shall be construed to au-
thorize possession or consumption of an alcoholic 
beverage by the operator of any vehicle while upon 
a highway. 
(Ord. 111859 § 1, 1984: Ord. 111279 § 2, 1983.) 
 
11.58.425 Open alcoholic containers. 
 A. It is an infraction to incorrectly label the 
original container of an alcoholic beverage and to 
then violate Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) Sec-
tion 11.58.420. 
 B. It is an infraction to place an alcoholic beve-
rage in a container specifically labeled by the 
manufacturer of the container as containing a non-
alcoholic beverage and then to violate SMC Sec-
tion 11.58.420. 
(Ord. 111859 § 5, 1984.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.59 

OBEDIENCE TO PEACE OFFICERS AND 

AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL 
 
Sections: 

11.59.010 Obedience to peace officers, 
flaggers, and firefighters. 

11.59.040 Refusal to give information or 
to cooperate with officer. 

11.59.060 Refusal to stop. 
11.59.080 Examination of equipment. 
11.59.090 Duty to obey peace officer—

Traffic infraction—Authority 
to detain and check for 
warrants. 

11.59.100 Disregard of school patrol. 
11.59.120 Refusal to stop—Weighing. 
11.59.140 Refusal to stop a train. 
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11.59.160 Refusal to give information or 
to cooperate with officer—
Train. 

 
11.59.010 Obedience to peace officers, 

flaggers, and firefighters. 
 No person shall wilfully fail or refuse to comply 
with any lawful order of any peace officer, duly 
authorized flagger, or firefighter, who is at the time 
discharging the duty of regulating and directing 
traffic or pedestrians. (RCW 46.61.015) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.010), 1979.) 
 
11.59.040 Refusal to give information or to 

cooperate with officer. 
 It is unlawful for any person while operating or 
in charge of any vehicle to refuse when requested 
by a peace officer to give his or her name and ad-
dress and the name and address of the owner of the 
vehicle, or to give a false name and address to such 
peace officer, or to refuse upon demand of such 
peace officer to produce his or her certificate of 
license registration of such vehicle, his or her in-
surance identification card, or his or her vehicle 
driver’s license, or to refuse to permit such officer 
to take any such license or certificate for the pur-
pose of examination thereof, or for such person to 
refuse or neglect to produce the certificate of li-
cense registration of such vehicle, insurance card, 
or his or her driver’s license when requested by 
any court. Any peace officer shall on request pro-
duce evidence of his or her authorization as such. 
(RCW 46.61.020) 
(Ord. 115040 § 3, 1990: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.59.040), 1979.) 
 
11.59.060 Refusal to stop. 
 No person shall, while operating or in charge of 
a vehicle, refuse or neglect to stop when signaled 
to stop by any peace officer. (RCW 46.61.020) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.060), 1979.) 
 
11.59.080 Examination of equipment. 
 No person shall, while operating or in charge of 
a vehicle, refuse to permit a peace officer to make 
an examination of any equipment of such vehicle 
or weigh such vehicle. (RCW 46.61.020) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.080), 1979.) 
 

11.59.090 Duty to obey peace officer—
Traffic infraction—Authority to 
detain and check for warrants. 

 A. Any person requested or signaled to stop by 
a peace officer for a traffic infraction has a duty to 
stop. 
 B. Whenever any person is stopped for a traffic 
infraction, the officer may detain that person for a 
reasonable period of time necessary to identify the 
person and check for outstanding warrants and, if 
applicable, check the status of the person’s license, 
insurance identification card, and the vehicle’s reg-
istration, and complete and issue a notice of traffic 
infraction. 
 C. Any person requested to identify himself to 
a peace officer pursuant to an investigation of a 
traffic infraction has a duty to identify himself or 
herself, give his or her current address, and sign an 
acknowledgement of receipt of the notice of infrac-
tion. (RCW 46.61.021) 
(Ord. 118877 § 2, 1997: Ord. 115040 § 4, 1990: 
Ord. 109476 § 4(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.59.090), 1979.) 
 
11.59.100 Disregard of school patrol. 
 No person shall fail to stop his vehicle when 
directed to do so by any school patrol sign or sig-
nal displayed by a member of the school patrol or 
an adult school crossing supervisor engaged in the 
performance of his duty and wearing or displaying 
appropriate insignia, and further, no person shall 
disregard any other reasonable directions of any 
member of the school patrol or an adult school 
crossing supervisor when acting in performance of 
his duties as such. (RCW 46.61.385) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.100), 1979.) 
 
11.59.120 Refusal to stop—Weighing. 
 No person shall fail or refuse to stop and submit 
a vehicle and load to a weighing, or to fail or 
refuse when directed by a peace officer upon a 
weighing of the vehicle, to stop the vehicle and 
otherwise comply with the provisions of this chap-
ter. (RCW 46.44.100) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.120), 1979.) 
 
11.59.140 Refusal to stop a train. 
 No person shall, while operating or in charge of 
a train, refuse or neglect to stop when signaled to 
stop by a uniformed peace officer. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.140), 1979.) 
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11.59.160 Refusal to give information or to 

cooperate with officer—Train. 
 No person shall, while operating or in charge of 
a train, refuse when requested by a peace officer, 
to give his name and address and the name and 
address of the owner of the train, or for such per-
son to give a false name and address or to refuse 
upon demand of such peace officer to produce a 
personal identification document which indicates 
that he is a railroad employee. Any peace officer 
shall on request produce evidence of his authoriza-
tion as such. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.59.160), 1979.) 
 
 

Part 6 

SPECIAL DRIVING AND OPERATING 

REGULATIONS 
 

Chapter 11.60 

SIZE, WEIGHT AND LOAD 

REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.60.020 Liability of owner, others, for 
violations. 

11.60.050 Outside width limits. 
11.60.060 Maximum height—Impaired 

clearance—Signs. 
11.60.070 Hitting structure with 

impaired clearance. 
11.60.130 Maximum lengths. 
11.60.140 Maximum length—

Combination. 
11.60.160 Maximum length—Exceptions. 
11.60.180 Maximum length—Front 

protrusions. 
11.60.200 Maximum length—Rear 

protrusions. 
11.60.220 Combination of units—

Limitation. 
11.60.240 Combination of units—Lawful 

operations—Special permits. 
11.60.290 Annual additional tonnage 

permits—Fees. 
11.60.340 Maximum gross weight—Two 

(2) axle trailer. 
11.60.370 Maximum gross weights—

Wheelbase and axle factors. 

11.60.380 Maximum gross weight—
Brake restriction. 

11.60.420 Maximum gross weight—Tire 
factor. 

11.60.480 Excess weight—Discretion of 
arresting officer. 

11.60.520 Excess weight—Logging 
trucks—Discretion of 
arresting officer. 

11.60.540 Minimum length of wheelbase. 
11.60.560 Enforcement—Weighing. 
11.60.580 Enforcement—Lightening. 
11.60.583 Maximum gross weight—

Penalties for violations. 
11.60.587 Additional penalty. 
11.60.589 Street gross weight 

limitation—Penalty. 
11.60.592 Maximum gross weight—

Penalty period. 
11.60.620 Liability for damage to streets, 

bridges, etc. 
11.60.640 Overloading licensed capacity. 
11.60.660 Overloading licensed 

capacity—Additional license. 
11.60.665 Overloading licensed 

capacity—Penalties. 
11.60.670 Special permit—

Misrepresentation penalty. 
11.60.675 Special permit—Violation of 

terms—Penalty. 
11.60.680 Overweight permit—Penalty. 
11.60.685 Oversize permit—Penalty. 
11.60.690 Transportation of liquefied 

petroleum gas. 
 
11.60.020 Liability of owner, others, for 

violations. 
 Whenever an act or omission is declared to be 
unlawful in this chapter, the owner of any motor 
vehicle involved in such act or omission shall be 
responsible therefor. Any person operating such 
vehicle, and any persons knowingly and intention-
ally participating in creating an unlawful condition 
of use, shall also be subject to the penalties pro-
vided in Chapter 11.34 for such unlawful act or 
omission. (RCW 46.44.120) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.020), 1979.) 
 
11.60.050 Outside width limits. 
 The total outside width of any vehicle or load 
thereon shall not exceed eight and one-half (8½) 
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feet; provided, that no rear vision mirror may ex-
tend more than five (5) inches beyond the extreme 
limits of the body; provided further, that excluded 
from this calculation of width are safety appliances 
such as clearance lights, rub rails, flexible fender 
extensions, mud flaps, and splash and spray sup-
pressant devices, and appurtenances such as door 
handles, door hinges, and turning signal brackets 
and such other safety appliances and appurten-
ances as the Traffic Engineer may determine are 
necessary for the safe and efficient operation of 
motor vehicles, and provided further, that no ap-
pliances or appurtenances may extend more than 
two (2) inches beyond the extreme limits of the 
body. (RCW 46.44.010) 
(Ord. 112092 § 20, 1984.) 
 
11.60.060 Maximum height—Impaired 

clearance—Signs. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle unladen or 
with load exceeding a height of fourteen (14) feet 
above the level surface upon which the vehicle 
stands provided that this height limitation shall not 
apply to authorized emergency vehicles or repair 
equipment of a public utility engaged in reasonably 
necessary operation. The provisions of this section 
shall not relieve the owner or operator of a vehicle 
or combination of vehicles from the exercise of 
due care in determining that sufficient vertical 
clearance is provided upon the streets or alleys 
where such vehicle or combination of vehicles is 
being operated. No liability shall attach to the City 
by reason of any damage or injury to persons or 
property by reason of the existence of any structure 
over or across any street or alley where the vertical 
clearance above the roadway is fourteen (14) feet, 
or more, or where such vertical clearance is less 
than fourteen (14) feet if impaired clearance signs 
are erected and maintained on the side of any such 
street or alley in a conspicuous location at a dis-
tance of not less than two hundred feet (200 ) and 
not more than three hundred feet (300 ). If any 
structure over or across any street or alley is not 
owned by the City, it shall be the duty of the owner 
thereof when billed therefor to reimburse the City 
for the actual cost of erecting and maintaining such 
impaired clearance signs.(RCW 46.44.020) 
(Ord. 112092 § 7, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.060), 1979.) 
 

11.60.070 Hitting structure with impaired 
clearance. 

 No person shall operate a vehicle in a manner 
that allows the vehicle to strike any structure over 
or across any street or alley where impaired clear-
ance signs are erected and maintained. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.070), 1979.) 
 
11.60.130 Maximum lengths. 
 A. It is unlawful for any person to operate upon 
the streets and alleys of the City, any vehicle other 
than a municipal transit vehicle having an overall 
length, with or without load, in excess of forty feet 
(40 ); provided, that an auto stage or school bus 
shall not exceed an overall length, inclusive of 
front and rear bumpers, of forty feet (40 ); pro-
vided further, that any such school bus constructed 
prior to April 1, 1977, shall be equipped with three 
(3) axles; provided further, that any school bus 
constructed on or after April 1, 1977, and in excess 
of thirty-six feet six inches (36  6 ) shall be 
equipped with three (3) axles; provided further, 
that the route of any auto stage in excess of thirty-
five feet (35 ) or school bus in excess of thirty-six 
feet six inches (36  6 ) upon or across the public 
highways shall be limited as determined by the 
Department of Transportation for state highways, 
or by the City’s legislative authority for City 
streets, alleys and roads. 
 B. It shall be a violation for any person to oper-
ate on the streets and alleys, any combination of 
vehicles that contains a vehicle of which the per-
manent structure is in excess of forty-eight feet 
(48 ). 
 C. It shall be a violation for any person to oper-
ate upon the streets and alleys any combination 
consisting of a tractor and semitrailer that has a 
semitrailer length in excess of forty-eight feet (48 ) 
or a combination consisting of a tractor and two 
trailers in which the combined length of the trailers 
exceeds fifty-nine feet (59 ). 
 D. It shall be a violation for any person to oper-
ate on the streets and alleys any combination con-
sisting of a truck and trailer with an overall length, 
with or without load, in excess of sixty-five feet 
(65 ), or a combination consisting of a tractor and a 
stinger steered semitrailer that has an overall 
length in excess of sixty-five feet (65 ) without 
load or in excess of seventy feet (70 ) with load. 
 E. “Stinger steered” as used in this section 
means a tractor and semitrailer combination that 
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has the coupling connecting the semitrailer to the 
tractor located to the rear of the centerline of the 
rear axle of the tractor. 
 F. These length limitations do not apply to ve-
hicles transporting poles, pipe, machinery, or other 
objects of a structural nature that cannot be dis-
membered and operated by a public utility when 
required for emergency repair of public service 
facilities or properties, but, in respect to night 
transportation every such vehicle and load thereon 
shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 
clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps 
upon the extreme ends of any projecting load to 
clearly mark the dimensions of the load. 
 G. The length limitations described in this sec-
tion are exclusive of safety and energy conserva-
tion devices, such as mud flaps and splash and 
spray suppressant devices, refrigeration units or air 
compressors, and other devices that the department 
determines to be necessary for safe and efficient 
operation of commercial vehicles. No device ex-
cluded under this subsection from the limitations 
of this section may have, by its design or use, the 
capability to carry cargo. (RCW 46.44.030) 
(Ord. 112092 § 21, 1984.) 
 
11.60.140 Maximum length—Combination. 
 No person shall operate on a street or alley any 
combination consisting of a truck and trailer, or 
any lawful combination of three vehicles, with an 
overall length, with or without load, in excess of 
sixty-five feet (65 ), or a combination consisting of 
a tractor and a stinger steered semitrailer which has 
an overall length in excess of sixty-five feet (65 ) 
without load or in excess of seventy feet (70 ) with 
load. “Stinger steered” as used in this section shall 
mean a tractor and semitrailer combination which 
has the coupling connecting the semitrailer to the 
tractor located to the rear of the centerline of the 
rear axle of the tractor. (RCW 46.44.030) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.140), 1979.) 
 
11.60.160 Maximum length—Exceptions. 
 The length limitations set forth in Sections 
11.60.130 and 11.60.140 shall not apply to ve-
hicles transporting poles, pipe, machinery or other 
objects of a structural nature which cannot be dis-
membered and operated by a public utility when 
required for emergency repair of public service 
facilities or properties, but in respect to night 
transportation every such vehicle and load thereon 

shall be equipped with a sufficient number of 
clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps 
upon the extreme ends of any projecting load to 
clearly mark the dimensions of such load. (RCW 
46.44.030) 
(Ord. 112092 § 21, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.160), 1979.) 
 
11.60.180 Maximum length—Front 

protrusions. 
 The load, or any portion of any vehicle operated 
alone upon a street or alley, or the load, or any por-
tion of the front vehicle of a combination of ve-
hicles, shall not extend more than three feet (3 ) 
beyond the front wheels of such vehicle, or the 
front bumper, if equipped with front bumper. 
(RCW 46.44.034) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.180), 1979.) 
 
11.60.200 Maximum length—Rear 

protrusions. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle upon a street 
or alley with any part of the permanent structure or 
load extending in excess of fifteen feet (15 ) 
beyond the center of the last axle of such vehicle. 
(RCW 46.44.034) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.200), 1979.) 
 
11.60.220 Combination of units—

Limitation. 
 Except as provided in Section 11.60.240, no 
person shall operate upon a street or alley any 
combination of vehicles consisting of more than 
two (2) vehicles. For the purposes of this section a 
truck tractor-semitrailer and/or pole trailer combi-
nation will be considered as two (2) vehicles but 
the addition of another axle to the tractor of a truck 
tractor-semitrailer and/or pole trailer combination 
in such a way that it supports a proportional share 
of the load of the semitrailer and/or pole trailer 
shall not be deemed a separate vehicle but for all 
purposes shall be considered a part of the truck 
tractor. For the purposes of this section a converter 
gear used in converting a semitrailer to a full trailer 
shall not be deemed a separate vehicle but for all 
purposes shall be considered a part of the trailer. 
(RCW 46.44.036) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.220), 1979.) 
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11.60.240 Combination of units—Lawful 
operations—Special permits. 

 Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 
11.60.220 and subject to such rules and regulations 
governing their operation as may be adopted by the 
Board of Public Works, operation of the following 
combinations shall be lawful: 
 A. A combination consisting of a truck tractor, 
a semitrailer, and a full trailer. In this connection a 
converter gear used to convert a semitrailer into a 
full trailer shall be considered to be a part of the 
full trailer and not a separate vehicle. A converter 
gear being pulled without load and not used to 
convert a semitrailer into a full trailer may be subs-
tituted in lieu of a full trailer or a semitrailer in any 
lawful combination; 
 B. A combination consisting of three (3) trucks 
or truck tractors used in driveaway service where 
two (2) of the vehicles are towed by the third in 
double saddlemount position. (RCW 46.44.037) 
(Ord. 112092 § 9, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.240), 1979.) 
 
11.60.290 Annual additional tonnage 

permits—Fees. 
 A. When a combination of vehicles has been 
lawfully licensed to a total weight of eighty thou-
sand (80,000) pounds and when a three (3) or more 
axle single-unit vehicle has been lawfully licensed 
to a total gross weight of forty thousand (40,000) 
pounds pursuant to Section 11.60.370, a permit for 
additional gross weight may be issued by the Traf-
fic Engineer upon the payment of Thirty-seven 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($37.50) per year for each 
one thousand (1,000) pounds or fraction thereof of 
such additional gross weight; provided, that the tire 
limits specified in Section 11.60.420 shall apply, 
and the gross weight on any single axle shall not 
exceed twenty thousand (20,000) pounds, and the 
gross load on any group of axles shall not exceed 
the limits set forth in Section 11.60.370; provided 
further, that within the tire limits of Section 
11.60.420 and notwithstanding Sections 11.60.370 
and 11.23.250, a permit for an additional six thou-
sand (6,000) pounds may be purchased for the rear 
axles of a two (2) axle garbage truck or eight thou-
sand (8,000) pounds for the tandem axle of a three 
(3) axle garbage truck at a rate not to exceed Thirty 
Dollars ($30.00) per thousand. 
 B. The annual additional tonnage permits pro-
vided for in this section shall be issued upon such 

terms and conditions as may be prescribed by the 
department pursuant to general rules adopted by 
the Traffic Engineer. Such permits shall entitle the 
permittee to carry such additional load in an 
amount and upon streets or alleys, as may be de-
termined by the Traffic Engineer to be capable of 
withstanding increased gross load without undue 
injury to the street or alley. 
 C. The annual additional tonnage permits pro-
vided for in this section shall commence on the 
first of January or the first of April of each year. 
The permits may be purchased at any time, and if 
they are purchased for less than a full year, the fee 
shall be one-twelfth (1/12) of the full fee multip-
lied by the number of months, including any frac-
tion thereof, covered by the permit. When the Traf-
fic Engineer issues a duplicate permit to replace a 
lost or destroyed permit and where the Traffic En-
gineer transfers a permit from one (1) vehicle to 
another a fee of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be 
charged for each duplicate issued or each transfer. 
The Traffic Engineer shall issue permits on a tem-
porary basis for periods of not less than five (5) 
days at One Dollar ($1.00) per day for each two 
thousand (2,000) pounds or fraction thereof. 
 D. The fees levied in Section 11.60.588 and 
this section shall not apply to any vehicles owned 
and operated by the state of Washington, any coun-
ty within the state, or any city or town or metropol-
itan municipal corporation within the state, or by 
the federal government. 
(Ord. 112092 § 19, 1984.) 
 
11.60.340 Maximum gross weight—Two (2) 

axle trailer. 
 No person shall operate any two (2) axle trailer 
upon a street or alley with a gross weight, includ-
ing load, in excess of thirty-six thousand (36,000) 
pounds. (RCW 46.44.041) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.340), 1979.) 
 
11.60.370 Maximum gross weights—

Wheelbase and axle factors. 
 A. No vehicle or combination of vehicles shall 
operate upon the streets and alleys with a gross 
load on any single axle in excess of twenty thou-
sand (20,000) pounds, or upon any group of axles 
in excess of that set forth in the following table, 
except that two (2) consecutive sets of tandem 
axles may carry a gross load of thirty-four thou-
sand (34,000) pounds each, if the overall distance 
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between the first and last axles of such consecutive 
sets of tandem axles is thirty-six feet (36 ) or more. 
(See Table 11.60.370 A) 
 B. When inches are involved: Under six inches 
(6 ), disregard the additional inches, when six 
inches (6 ) or over, calculate to the next highest 
figure (in feet). The maximum load on any axle in 
any group of axles shall not exceed 1.2 times the 
load given in the above table divided by the num-
ber of axles in that group, and shall not exceed the 
single axle or tandem axle allowance as set forth 
elsewhere. For considering the number of axles in 
a group, the front axle of a unit supplying motive 
power need not be included in the axle group. 
 C. The maximum axle and gross weights speci-
fied in this section are subject to the braking re-
quirements set up for the service brakes upon any 
motor vehicle or combination of vehicles as pro-
vided by law. 
 D. It shall be a violation to operate upon the 
streets and alleys, any single unit vehicle, sup-
ported upon three (3) axles or more with a gross 
weight including load in excess of forty thousand 
(40,000) pounds or any combination of vehicles 
having a gross weight in excess of eighty thousand 
(80,000) pounds without first obtaining an addi-
tional tonnage permit as provided for in Section 
11.23.290. 
 E. It shall be a violation to operate any vehicle 
upon the streets and alleys equipped with two (2) 
axles spaced less than seven (7) feet apart, unless 
the two (2) axles are so constructed and mounted 
in such a manner as to provide oscillation between 
the two (2) axles and that either one (1) of the two 
(2) axles will not at any one time carry more than 
the maximum gross weight allowed for one (1) 
axle specified in this section. (RCW 46.44.041) 
(Ord. 112092 § 22, 1984.) 
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Table for Section 11.60.370 A 

 

Distance in 
feet between 
the ex-
tremes of 
any group 
of 2 or more 
consecutive 
axles 

Size, Weight, Load 

Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 or more consecutive 

axles 

 

*(Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 consecutive sets of tan-

dem axles) 

 

  

 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 axles axles axles axles axles axles axles axles 

         

4 34,000        

5 34,000        

6 34,000        

7 34,000        

8 34,000 36,500       

9 39,000 38,000       

10 40,000 39,500       

11  41,000       

12  42,500 42,500      

13  44,000 44,000      

14  45,500 45,500      

15  47,000 47,000      

16  48,000 48,000 48,000     

17  48,500 48,500 49,000     

18  49,500 49,500 50,000     

19  50,000 50,000 51,000     

20  51,000 51,000 52,000 52,000    
   (55,000)

* 
     

21  51,000 51,500 53,000 53,000    
   (56,000)

* 
     

22  52,500 52,500 54,000 54,000    
   (56,500)

* 
     

23  53,000 53,000 55,000 55,000    
   (57,500)

* 
     

24  54,000 54,000 55,500 56,000 56,000   

   (58,000)
* 
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Table for Section 11.60.370 A 

 

Distance in 
feet between 
the ex-
tremes of 
any group 
of 2 or more 
consecutive 
axles 

Size, Weight, Load 

Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 or more consecutive 

axles 

 

*(Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 consecutive sets of tan-

dem axles) 

 

  

25  54,500 55,000 56,500 57,000 57,000   
   (58,500)

* 
     

26  55,500 56,000 57,500 58,000 58,000   
   (59,500)

* 
     

27  56,000 57,000 58,500 59,000 59,000   
   (60,000)

* 
     

28  57,000 58,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000  
   (60,500)

* 
     

29  57,500 59,000 60,500 61,000 61,000 61,000  
   (61,500)

* 
     

30  58,500 59,000 61,500 62,000 62,000 62,000  
   (62,000)

* 
     

31  59,000 60,500 62,500 63,000 63,000 63,000  
   (62,500)

* 
     

32  60,000 61,500 63,500 64,000 64,000 64,000 64,000 
   (63,500)

* 
     

33   62,500 64,500 65,000 65,000 65,000 65,000 
   (64,000)

* 
     

34   63,500 65,000 66,500 66,500 66,500 66,500 

   (64,500)
* 

     

35   64,500 66,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 67,500 

   (65,000)
* 

     

36   65,500 67,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 68,500 
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Table for Section 11.60.370 A 

 

Distance in 
feet between 
the ex-
tremes of 
any group 
of 2 or more 
consecutive 
axles 

Size, Weight, Load 

Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 or more consecutive 

axles 

 

*(Maximum load in pounds carried on any group of 2 consecutive sets of tan-

dem axles) 

 

  

   (68,000)
* 

     

37   66,500 68,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 69,500 
38   67,500 69,000 70,500 70,500 70,500 70,500 
39   68,000 70,000 71,500 71,500 71,500 71,500 
40   68,500 71,000 72,500 72,500 72,500 72,500 
41   69,500 72,000 73,500 73,500 73,500 73,500 
42   70,000 73,000 74,500 74,500 74,500 74,500 
43   70,500 74,000 75,500 75,500 75,500 75,500 
44   71,500 75,000 76,500 76,500 76,500 76,500 
45   72,000 76,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 78,000 
46   72,500 76,500 79,000 79,000 79,000 79,000 
47   73,500 77,500 80,000 80,000 80,000 80,000 
48   74,000 78,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 81,000 
49   74,500 78,500 82,000 82,000 82,000 82,000 
50   75,500 79,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 83,000 
51   76,000 80,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 84,000 
52   76,500 80,500 85,000 85,000 85,000 85,000 
53   77,500 81,000 86,000 86,000 87,000 87,000 
54   78,000 81,500 86,500 87,500 89,000 89,000 
55   78,500 82,500 87,000 88,000 91,000 91,000 
56   79,500 83,000 87,500 90,000 93,000 93,000 
57   80,000 83,500 88,000 91,000 95,000 95,000 
58    84,000 89,000 92,500 97,000 97,000 
59    85,000 89,500 93,500 99,000 99,000 
60    85,500 90,000 95,000 100,500 100,500 
61    86,000 90,500 95,500 101,000 102,500 
62    86,500 91,000 97,000 101,500 104,000 
63    87,500 92,000 96,500 102,000 105,500 
64    88,000 92,500 97,000 102,500 105,500 
65    88,500 93,000 98,000 103,000 105,500 
66    89,000 93,500 98,500 103,500 105,500 
67    90,000 94,000 99,000 104,000 105,500 
68    90,500 94,500 99,500 104,500 105,500 
69    91,000 95,500 100,000 105,500 105,500 
70    91,500 96,000 101,000 105,500 105,500 
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11.60.380 Maximum gross weight—Brake 
restriction. 

 The maximum axle and gross weight specified 
in Section 11.60.370 are subject to the braking re-
quirements set up for the service brakes upon any 
motor vehicle or combination of vehicles as pro-
vided by law. (RCW 46.44.040(2)) 
(Ord. 112092 § 10, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.380), 1979.) 
 
11.60.420 Maximum gross weight—Tire 

factor. 
 Subject to the maximum gross weights specified 
in Section 11.60.370, no person shall operate any 
vehicle upon a street or alley with a gross weight, 
including load, upon any tire concentrated upon 
the surface of a street or alley in excess of five 
hundred fifty (550) pounds per inch width of such 
tire, up to a maximum width of twelve inches 
(12″), and for a tire having a width of twelve inch-
es (12″) or more there shall be allowed a twenty 
percent (20%) tolerance above five hundred fifty 
(550) pounds per inch width of such tire. For the 
purpose of this section, the width of tire in case of 
solid rubber or hollow-center cushion tires, so long 
as the use thereof may be permitted by the law, 
shall be measured between the flanges of the rim. 
For the purpose of this section, the width of tires in 
case of pneumatic tires shall be the maximum 
overall normal inflated width as stipulated by the 
manufacturer when inflated to the pressure speci-
fied and without load thereon. (RCW 46.44.042) 
(Ord. 112092 § 11, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.420), 1979.) 
 
11.60.480 Excess weight—Discretion of 

arresting officer. 
 In addition to the limitations of Section 
11.60.370, if the gross axle weight is not more than 
five hundred (500) pounds in excess of the maxi-
mum gross axle weight for one (1) axle, and if the 
gross weight of two (2) axles spaced less than sev-
en feet (7 ) apart is not more than one thousand 
(1,000) pounds in excess of the maximum gross 
weight for two (2) axles spaced less than seven feet 
(7 ) apart, and if the gross weight of any group of 
axles is not more than one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) pounds in excess of the maximum gross 
weight for any group of axles according to the 
wheelbase spacing of the group of axles as shown 
in the maximum gross load table of Section 

11.60.370 and if the gross weight of a two (2) axle 
vehicle is not more than one thousand (1,000) 
pounds in excess of the legal gross weight for such 
two (2) axle vehicle, and if the gross weight of a 
three (3) axle vehicle is not more than one thou-
sand five hundred (1,500) pounds in excess of the 
maximum legal gross weight for such three (3) 
axle vehicle, and if the maximum gross weight of 
the combination of vehicles is not more than two 
thousand pounds (2,000) in excess of the maxi-
mum legal gross weight of the combination of ve-
hicles, the arresting officer may, within his discre-
tion, permit the operator to proceed with his ve-
hicle or vehicles in combination without penalty. 
For the purposes of determining gross weights the 
actual scale weight taken by arresting officer shall 
be prima facie evidence of such total gross weight. 
(RCW 46.44.105) 
(Ord. 112092 § 12, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.480), 1979.) 
 
11.60.520 Excess weight—Logging 

trucks—Discretion of arresting 
officer. 

 Any person, firm or corporation using any City 
street or alley to reach or leave a state highway 
route for the purpose of transporting logs with 
weights authorized by state highway log tolerance 
permits, without first obtaining a City permit when 
required by the City, shall be subject to the penal-
ties prescribed by Sections 11.60.060 through 
11.60.130. For the purpose of determining gross 
weight the actual scale weight taken by the officer 
shall be prima facie evidence of such total weight. 
In the event the gross weight is in excess of the 
weight permitted by law, the officer may, within 
his discretion, permit the operator to proceed with 
his vehicles in combination. (RCW 46.44.047) 
(Ord. 112092 § 13, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.520), 1979.) 
 
11.60.540 Minimum length of wheelbase. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle with a 
wheelbase between any two (2) axles thereof of 
less than three feet six inches (3  6 ). For the pur-
pose of this section, wheelbase shall be measured 
upon a straight line from center to center of the 
vehicle axles designated. (RCW 46.44.050) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.540), 1979.) 
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11.60.560 Enforcement—Weighing. 
 Any peace officer may require the operator of a 
vehicle or combination of vehicles to stop and 
submit to a weighing of the same by means of a 
portable or stationary scale and may require that 
such vehicle be driven to the nearest public scale. 
(RCW 46.44.100) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.560), 1979.) 
 
11.60.580 Enforcement—Lightening. 
 Whenever a peace officer, upon weighing a ve-
hicle and load, determines that the weight is un-
lawful, such peace officer may, in addition to any 
other penalty provided, require the driver to stop 
the vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing 
until such portion of the load is removed as may be 
necessary to reduce the gross weight of such ve-
hicle to such limit permitted by Chapters 11.60 and 
11.23: Provided, that in the event such vehicle is 
loaded with grain or other perishable commodities, 
the driver shall be permitted to proceed without 
removing any of such load, unless the gross weight 
of the vehicle and load exceeds by more than ten 
percent (10%) the limit permitted by Chapters 
11.60 and 11.23. All materials unloaded shall be 
cared for by the owner or operator of the vehicle at 
the risk of such owner or operator. (RCW 
46.44.100) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.580), 1979.) 
 
11.60.583 Maximum gross weight—

Penalties for violations. 
 Any person violating any of the provisions of 
Section 11.60.370 shall and upon the first finding 
thereof be assessed a penalty of not less than Fifty 
Dollars ($50.00); upon a second finding thereof 
shall be assessed a penalty of not less than Seven-
ty-five Dollars ($75.00), and upon a third or sub-
sequent finding, shall be assessed a penalty of not 
less than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). (RCW 
46.44.105(1)) 
(Ord. 112092 § 14, 1984: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.583), 1979.) 
 
11.60.587 Additional penalty. 
 In addition to, but not in lieu of the basic penal-
ties imposed in Section 11.60.583, any person vi-
olating any of the provisions of Section 11.60.370 
shall be assessed a penalty for each pound over-
weight, as follows: 

 A. One (1) pound through four thousand 
(4,000) pounds overweight is Three Cents ($.03) 
for each pound; 
 B. Four thousand one (4,001) pounds through 
ten thousand (10,000) pounds overweight is One 
Hundred Twenty Dollars ($120.00) plus Twelve 
Cents ($.12) per pound for each additional pound 
over four thousand (4,000) pounds overweight; 
 C. Ten thousand one (10,001) pounds through 
fifteen thousand (15,000) pounds overweight is 
Eight Hundred Forty Dollars ($840.00) plus Six-
teen Cents ($.16) per pound for each additional 
pound over ten thousand (10,000) pounds over-
weight; 
 D. Fifteen thousand one (15,001) pounds 
through twenty thousand (20,000) pounds over-
weight is One Thousand Six Hundred Forty Dol-
lars ($1,640.00) plus Twenty Cents ($.20) per 
pound for each additional pound over fifteen thou-
sand (15,000) pounds overweight; 
 E. Twenty thousand one (20,001) pounds and 
more is Two Thousand Six Hundred Forty Dollars 
($2,640.00) plus Thirty Cents ($.30) per pound for 
each additional pound over twenty thousand 
(20,000) pounds overweight. 
 Upon a first violation in any calendar year, the 
court may suspend the penalty for five hundred 
(500) pounds of excess weight for each axle or any 
vehicle or combination of vehicles, not to exceed a 
two thousand (2,000) pound suspension. In no case 
shall the basic penalty assessed under Section 
11.60.583 be suspended nor shall the additional 
penalty assessed in Section 11.60.587, except as 
provided for the first violation, be suspended 
(RCW 46.44.105(2)). 
(Ord. 118342 § 1, 1996: Ord. 112092 § 23, 1984.) 
 
11.60.589 Street gross weight limitation—

Penalty. 
 Any person found to have violated any posted 
weight limitations of a street or alley shall be as-
sessed a monetary penalty of not less than One 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150.00) and the court 
shall, upon a second conviction, within a twelve 
(12) month period and involving the same power 
unit, suspend the certificate of license registration 
for not less than thirty (30) days. (RCW 
46.44.105(4)) 
(Ord. 112092 § 15, 1984: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.589), 1979.) 
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11.60.592 Maximum gross weight—Penalty 
period. 

 For the purpose of computing the basic penalties 
and additional penalties to be imposed under the 
provisions of Sections 11.60.583, 11.60.587 and 
11.60.589, the findings shall be based on the same 
vehicle or combination of vehicles within a twelve 
(12) month period under the same ownership. 
(Ord. 112421 § 7, 1985: Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 
1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.592), 1979.) 
 
11.60.620 Liability for damage to streets, 

bridges, etc. 
 Any person operating any vehicle or moving 
any object or conveyance upon a street or alley or 
upon or under a bridge or elevated structure which 
is a part of any such street or alley shall be liable 
for all damages which the street, alley, bridge, or 
elevated structure may sustain as a result of any 
illegal operation of such vehicle or the moving of 
any such object or conveyance or as a result of the 
operation or moving of any vehicle, object, or con-
veyance weighing in excess of the legal weight 
limits allowed by law. This section shall apply to 
any person operating any vehicle or moving any 
object or contrivance in any illegal or negligent 
manner or without a special permit as by law pro-
vided for vehicles, objects, or contrivances of 
overweight, overwidth, overheight, or overlength. 
Any person operating any vehicle shall be liable 
for any damage to any street, alley, bridge, or ele-
vated structure sustained as the result of any negli-
gent operation thereof. When such operator is not 
the owner of such vehicle, object or contrivance 
but is so operating or moving the same with the 
express or implied permission of the owner the-
reof, then the owner and the operator shall be joint-
ly and severally liable for any such damage. Such 
damage to any street, alley, bridge or elevated 
structure may be recovered in a civil action insti-
tuted in the name of the City. Any measure of 
damage to any street or alley by reason of this sec-
tion shall be prima facie the amount of damage 
caused thereby and shall be presumed to be the 
amount recoverable in any civil action therefor. 
(RCW 46.44.110) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.620), 1979.) 
 
11.60.640 Overloading licensed capacity. 
 No person shall operate, cause, permit, or suffer 
to be operated upon a street or alley any stage, mo-

tor truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, with 
passengers, or with a maximum gross weight, in 
excess of that for which the vehicle is licensed. 
(RCW 46.16.140) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.640), 1979.) 
 
11.60.660 Overloading licensed capacity—

Additional license. 
 Any person who operates or causes to be oper-
ated upon a street or alley any motor truck, trailer, 
pole trailer, or semitrailer with a maximum gross 
weight in excess of the maximum gross weight for 
which the vehicle is licensed shall be deemed to 
have set a new maximum gross weight, and shall, 
in addition to any penalties otherwise provided, be 
required to purchase a new license covering the 
new maximum gross weight; provided, that this 
section shall not apply to for-hire vehicles or stag-
es; provided, further, that no such person may be 
permitted or required to purchase the new license 
upon a gross weight which would exceed the max-
imum gross weight allowed by Sections 11.23.290, 
11.60.370 and 11.60.420. (RCW 46.16.140) 
(Ord. 112092 § 16, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.660), 1979.) 
 
11.60.665 Overloading licensed capacity—

Penalties. 
 Any person violating any of the provisions of 
Section 11.60.640 or 11.60.660 shall upon a first 
finding thereof, be assessed a penalty of not less 
than Ten Dollars ($10.00) nor more than Twenty-
five Dollars ($25.00); upon a second finding the-
reof be assessed a penalty of not less than Twenty-
five Dollars ($25.00) nor more than Fifty Dollars 
($50.00), and upon a third and subsequent finding, 
be assessed a penalty of not less than Fifty Dollars 
($50.00) nor more than One Hundred Dollars 
($100.00). (RCW 46.16.145) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.665), 1979.) 
 
11.60.670 Special permit—

Misrepresentation penalty. 
 Any person who misrepresents the size or 
weight of any load in obtaining a special permit 
shall upon a finding thereof, be assessed a penalty 
of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more 
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). (RCW 
46.44.097) 
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(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.670), 1979.) 
 
11.60.675 Special permit—Violation of 

terms—Penalty. 
 Any person who fails to follow the requirements 
and conditions of a special permit shall upon a 
finding thereof be assessed a penalty of not less 
than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor more than One 
Hundred Dollars ($100.00). (RCW 46.44.097) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.675), 1979.) 
 
11.60.680 Overweight permit—Penalty. 
 Any person who operates any vehicle, the gross 
weight of which is in excess of the maximum for 
which such vehicle may be eligible for license 
without first obtaining a special permit shall upon 
a finding thereof, be assessed a penalty of not less 
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). (RCW 
46.44.097) 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.680), 1979.) 
 
11.60.685 Oversize permit—Penalty. 
 Any person who operates any vehicle in excess 
of legal size limitations without first obtaining a 
special permit shall, upon a finding thereof, be as-
sessed a penalty of not less than One Hundred Dol-
lars ($100.00). 
(Ord. 109476 § 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.60.685), 1979.) 
 
11.60.690 Transportation of liquefied 

petroleum gas. 
 The bulk transportation of liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) is prohibited in or through Fire Zone 
No. 1 as defined in the City of Seattle Building 
Code1 (see Fire Zone One map). 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.60.690), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Building Code is codified in Title 22 of this 

Code. 
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Chapter 11.62 

REGULATING THE KINDS AND CLASSES 

OF TRAFFIC ON CERTAIN STREETS 
 
Sections: 

11.62.020 Flammable liquids, 
combustible liquids and 
hazardous chemicals. 

11.62.040 Explosives. 
11.62.060 Routes—Trucks carrying 

overlegal loads and truck-
trailer or truck semitrailer 
combination used for intercity 
or interstate hauling. 

11.62.080 Operation in downtown 
traffic-control zone—General. 

11.62.100 Operation in downtown 
traffic-control zone—Peak 
hour. 

11.62.120 Operation on certain streets—
Peak hour. 

11.62.130 Exceptions—Operation on 
specified streets without a 
permit. 

11.62.140 Operation on nonarterial 
streets. 

11.62.200 Stage operation. 
 
11.62.020 Flammable liquids, combustible 

liquids and hazardous chemicals. 
 No person shall load or transport any flammable 
liquids, combustible liquids except heating oil, or 
hazardous chemicals as defined by the Seattle Fire 
Code,1 upon: 
 A. Battery Street depressed roadway from the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct to Aurora Avenue North at 
any time; 
 B. Alaskan Way Viaduct between the hours of 
seven a.m. and nine a.m. and four p.m. and six 
p.m. on weekdays. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.020), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.62.040 Explosives. 
 No person shall load or transport any explosive, 
as defined in the Seattle Fire Code,1 upon the fol-
lowing arterial streets: 
 A. Alaskan Way Viaduct; 
 B. Battery Street depressed roadway from the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct to Aurora Avenue North. 

(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.040), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Fire Code is codified in Title 22 of this Code. 

 
11.62.060 Routes—Trucks carrying 

overlegal loads and truck-trailer 
or truck semitrailer combination 
used for intercity or interstate 
hauling. 

 All trucks carrying overlegal loads under a state 
or county permit, traveling to, from or through the 
City, and all truck and trailer combinations and 
truck and semitrailer combinations used in interci-
ty or interstate hauling shall operate over one (1) of 
the Major Truck Streets while in the City, and 
whenever practicable all trucks shall take the most 
direct route to or from one (1) of the Major Truck 
Streets to or from their destination. Major Truck 
Streets are identified on Exhibit 11.62.060 A.1 
(Ord. 117923 § 3, 1995: Ord. 112359 § 1, 1985; 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.060), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Exhibit 11.62.060 A of Ordinance 117923 is on file 

with the ordinance in the City Clerk’s Office. 

 
11.62.080 Operation in downtown traffic-

control zone—General. 
 No person shall operate any vehicle with or 
without a trailer attached, except authorized buses 
or stages, exceeding an overall length of thirty feet 
(30 ) in the downtown traffic-control zone between 
seven a.m. and seven p.m. without obtaining a 
permit for such operation as provided in Sections 
11.23.080 and 11.23.100, except as provided in 
Section 11.62.130. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.080), 1979.) 
 
11.62.100 Operation in downtown traffic-

control zone—Peak hour. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle except autho-
rized buses or stages over eight feet (8 ) in width, 
over twenty-four feet (24 ) in length, or over twen-
ty-four thousand (24,000) pounds gross weight in 
the downtown traffic-control zone between the 
hours of four p.m. and six p.m. without obtaining a 
permit for such operation as provided in Sections 
11.23.080 and 11.23.100, except as provided in 
Section 11.62.130. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.100), 1979.) 
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11.62.120 Operation on certain streets—
Peak hour. 

 No person shall operate a truck or truck tractor 
and semitrailer over eight feet (8 ) in width, over 
thirty feet (30 ) in length, or over thirty-two thou-
sand (32,000) pounds gross weight, or a motor ve-
hicle with a trailer attached, except authorized bus-
es or stages, on the following arterial streets on any 
weekday during the hours indicated without a per-
mit for such operation as provided in Sections 
11.23.080 and 11.23.100, except as provided in 
Section 11.62.130: 
 A. Aurora Avenue North. From the north City 
limits to Denny Way: Southbound between seven 
a.m. and nine a.m.; Northbound between four p.m. 
and six p.m.; 
 B. Boren Avenue and Boren Avenue South. 
From Virginia Street to South Jackson Street: 
Southbound between seven a.m. and nine a.m. and 
between four p.m. and six p.m.; Northbound be-
tween seven a.m. and nine a.m. and between four 
p.m. and six p.m.; or 
 C. Denny Way. From Western Avenue to Olive 
Way: Eastbound between seven a.m. and nine a.m. 
and between four p.m. and six p.m.; Westbound 
between seven a.m. and nine a.m. and between 
four p.m. and six p.m. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.120), 1979.) 
 
11.62.130 Exceptions—Operation on 

specified streets without a 
permit. 

 Sections 11.62.080, 11.62.100 and 11.62.120 
shall not apply to persons operating motor vehicles 
engaged in movement to or from an in-street work 
area when such movement to or from the in-street 
work area is required to protect life, limb or prop-
erty. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.130), 1979.) 
 
11.62.140 Operation on nonarterial streets. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle except autho-
rized buses or stages exceeding ten thousand 
pounds (10,000) gross weight on any street that is 
not designated an arterial street; provided, that this 
section shall not prohibit necessary local opera-
tions on such nonarterial streets for the purpose of 
reaching the vehicle’s destination or for a pickup 
or delivery. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.140), 1979.) 
 

11.62.200 Stage operation. 
 Stages shall be operated only upon routes pre-
scribed by the Traffic Engineer and passengers 
shall be taken on or discharged only at such loca-
tions as the Traffic Engineer has designated. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.62.200), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.64 

TOWING REGULATIONS AND 

EQUIPMENT 
 
Sections: 

11.64.020 Operation. 
11.64.040 Trailer whipping. 
11.64.060 Operation without towbar. 
11.64.080 Towing in downtown traffic-

control zone. 
11.64.100 Towing authorized under 

special conditions. 
11.64.120 Destination. 
11.64.140 Drawbar requirements. 
11.64.160 Flag required. 
11.64.180 Equipment. 

 
11.64.020 Operation. 
 No person shall operate a motor vehicle with 
more than one (1) vehicle in tow except as pro-
vided in Sections 11.60.220 and 11.60.240 of this 
subtitle. (RCW 46.44.036) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.020), 1979.) 
 
11.64.040 Trailer whipping. 
 No operator shall permit a towed vehicle to 
whip, weave, or oscillate or fail to follow substan-
tially in the course of the towing vehicle. (RCW 
46.44.070) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.040), 1979.) 
 
11.64.060 Operation without towbar. 
 Vehicles not connected to a towing vehicle by a 
towbar shall be in charge of a driver, and, before 
descending any grade of four percent (4%) or 
greater, the towing vehicle shall be brought to a 
full stop, and the vehicle being towed shall be 
placed in gear until the descent shall have been 
made, except when drawn by a vehicle of such size 
and design and so equipped as to retain complete 
control. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.060), 1979.) 
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11.64.080 Towing in downtown traffic-
control zone. 

 No person shall drive or operate a motor vehicle 
with another vehicle in tow within the downtown 
traffic-control zone between the hours of four p.m. 
and six p.m. except when ordered by a peace offic-
er. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.080), 1979.) 
 
11.64.100 Towing authorized under special 

conditions. 
 Any vehicle otherwise legally parked but ob-
structing access to a public utility manhole or pole, 
obstructing access to a drain inlet or sewer man-
hole or other public utility facilities, obstructing 
passage of an oversize vehicular load, or obstruct-
ing a street or alley after snow reaches a depth of 
two inches (2 ) on such street or alley may be 
moved under emergency conditions at the direction 
of a peace officer by means of towing or otherwise 
to a location not to exceed three hundred feet 
(300 ) away from such interference whenever such 
distance is practicable. The peace officer authoriz-
ing such parked vehicle to be moved shall affix a 
notice in writing to the vehicle on which shall be 
noted the location from which the vehicle has been 
moved and the location to which the vehicle has 
been moved and the reason for the move. Such tow 
shall be at the expense and liability of the person, 
agency, or utility making the request. The Police 
Department shall maintain a record of this infor-
mation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.100), 1979.) 
 
11.64.120 Destination. 
 A person in charge of a towing operation shall 
not deliver the towed vehicle, if it be inoperable or 
without current and valid license, to a storage posi-
tion on any street or alley, unless directed to do so 
by a peace officer. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.120), 1979.) 
 
11.64.140 Drawbar requirements. 
 The drawbar or other connection between ve-
hicles in combination shall be of sufficient strength 
to hold the weight of the towed vehicle on any 
grade where operated. (RCW 46.44.070) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.140), 1979.) 
 

11.64.160 Flag required. 
 When a disabled vehicle is being towed by 
means of bar, chain, rope, cable, or similar means 
and the distance between the towed vehicle and the 
towing vehicle exceeds fifteen feet (15 ) there shall 
be fastened on such connection in approximately 
the center thereof a white flag or cloth not less than 
twelve inches (12 ) square. (RCW 46.44.070) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.160), 1979.) 
 
11.64.180 Equipment. 
 No person shall tow a vehicle unless the vehicle 
being towed displays lights and, except when such 
towed vehicle is drawn by a vehicle of such size 
and design and so equipped as to retain complete 
control, and is equipped with brakes in accordance 
with the provisions of Chapter 11.84. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.64.180), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.65 

STREETCAR RULES 
 
Sections: 

11.65.020 Rights and duties of streetcar 
operator. 

11.65.040 Streetcar rights-of-way. 
11.65.060 Operation of streetcars on 

approach of authorized 
emergency vehicles. 

11.65.080 Obstructing streetcars. 
 
11.65.020 Rights and duties of streetcar 

operator. 
 Every person operating a streetcar shall be 
granted all of the rights and shall be subject to all 
of the duties applicable to a driver of a vehicle, 
except as to the special regulations of this chapter 
and except as to those provisions of this subtitle 
which by their nature can have no application. 
(Ord. 110566 § 4(part), 1982.) 
 
11.65.040 Streetcar rights-of-way. 
 Streetcars shall have the right-of-way over all 
traffic except authorized emergency vehicles. 
(Ord. 110566 § 4(part), 1982.) 
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11.65.060 Operation of streetcars on 
approach of authorized 
emergency vehicles. 

 Upon the immediate approach of an authorized 
emergency vehicle making use of audible and vis-
ual signals meeting the requirements of Section 
11.82.520 or of a police vehicle properly and law-
fully making use of an audible warning signal, the 
operator of a streetcar shall yield the right-of-way 
and shall immediately stop clear of any intersec-
tion and shall remain in such position until the au-
thorized emergency vehicle has passed, except 
when otherwise directed by a police officer. 
(Ord. 110566 § 4(part), 1982.) 
 
11.65.080 Obstructing streetcars. 
 No person shall obstruct, hinder, interfere, or 
delay in any way the movement of a streetcar. 
(Ord. 110566 § 4(part), 1982.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.66 

RAILROAD OPERATION 
 
Sections: 

11.66.020 Railroad Company responsible 
for violation. 

11.66.025 Warnings at unprotected 
grade crossings. 

11.66.035 Sounding of horn or whistle. 
11.66.040 Flagger at grade crossings. 
11.66.060 Blocking intersections and 

crosswalks. 
11.66.080 Blocking use of street when 

switching. 
11.66.090 Trains on Alaskan Way. 
11.66.100 Switching during peak traffic 

hours. 
11.66.120 Locomotive and train speed 

limit. 
11.66.180 Fences, barriers and gates—

When required. 
11.66.200 Failure to erect or repair 

fences, gates and barriers—
Forfeiture of right to use 
track—Work done by City—
Penalty—Removal of barrier. 

11.66.220 Liability of railroad—Use of 
bridges and railroads by 
public. 

11.66.230 Severity of offense—Penalty. 

 
11.66.020 Railroad Company responsible 

for violation. 
 Whenever an act or omission is declared to be a 
violation of Sections 11.66.025 through 11.66.120, 
the railroad company shall be the person responsi-
ble for the operation of the train, locomotive, car or 
cars and such responsible person shall receive a 
citation in accordance with Chapter 11.32. A rail-
road company shall maintain an engineer in the 
locomotive while it is in operation. 
 Each railroad engaging in business activities in 
the City shall maintain with the City Director of 
Transportation the name and address of its agent 
with Seattle for the service of process for citations 
under this chapter. 
(Ord. 118409 § 31, 1996: Ord. 117239 § 1, 1994: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.020), 1979.) 
 
11.66.025 Warnings at unprotected grade 

crossings. 
 A. A railroad company shall provide a flagger 
on the ground, or a crew member on a locomotive 
or railroad car, one (1) of whose duties shall be to 
look out for and warn the public of an approaching 
locomotive and/or railroad car(s) whenever the 
railroad tracks occupy or cross an improved public 
place at grade where there are no automatic cross-
ing gates (hereinafter “unprotected crossing”), and: 
 1. Conditions at the unprotected crossing 
due to weather, traffic, building structures or other 
temporary or permanent circumstances impair the 
train operator’s ability to see traffic approaching 
the unprotected crossing or the ability of approach-
ing traffic operators to see the locomotive and/or 
railroad car(s); or 
 2. The cab end of the locomotive, i.e., the 
location of the engineer and controls, is not at the 
forwardmost portion of the train movement on ap-
proaching the crossing. 
 B. When required by subsection A1 or A2, the 
railroad’s flagger or crew member performing said 
function shall be a person other than the locomo-
tive engineer. The sole duty of such person at such 
time shall be to look out for and give warning for 
the safety of people in or approaching the unpro-
tected crossing whenever the locomotive or lead 
railroad car approaches within one hundred feet 
(100 ) of the unprotected crossing. 
(Ord. 117239 § 2(part), 1994.) 
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11.66.035 Sounding of horn or whistle. 
 No person shall sound the horn or whistle of any 
locomotive being operated on or along Alaskan 
Way from King Street to Broad Street, and along 
the waterfront area west of Elliott Avenue and 
northward to West Garfield Street, except to pre-
vent accidents not otherwise avoidable. 
(Ord. 112977 § 1, 1986: Ord. 110686 § 2, 1982.) 
 
11.66.040 Flagger at grade crossings. 
 No person shall operate or propel a train, in 
which the forwardmost unit is a car, whether at-
tached to a locomotive or not, on, over, or across 
any grade crossing of a street or alley that is not 
protected by automatic railroad signals or gates 
without having stationed within the dedicated 
width of such street or alley, a flagger who before 
and while such crossing operation is under way 
shall give proper warning for the safety of traffic. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.040), 1979.) 
 
11.66.060 Blocking intersections and 

crosswalks. 
 No person who is responsible for the operation 
of any railroad train or car shall stop the same 
within an intersection or on a crosswalk except to 
avoid accident or upon direction of a peace officer. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.060), 1979.) 
 
11.66.080 Blocking use of street when 

switching. 
 A. No person who is responsible for the opera-
tion of any railroad train or car which is engaged in 
switching shall direct the operation of or operate 
the same in such a manner as to prevent or inter-
fere with the use of any street or alley for purposes 
of travel, or impede property access, for a period of 
time longer than four (4) consecutive minutes. 
 B. A time interval between successive switch-
ing operations shall be provided if the initial 
switching operation prevents or interferes with the 
use of the street or alley for purposes of travel or 
property access, in order to allow the waiting traf-
fic to proceed, provided that the time interval be-
tween successive switching operations need not 
exceed two (2) consecutive minutes. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.080), 1979.) 
 
11.66.090 Trains on Alaskan Way. 
 No person shall operate any train, including the 
locomotive engine, which exceeds sixty (60) cars 

or three thousand five hundred feet (3,500 ) in 
length, whichever is greater, on or along Alaskan 
Way and Alaskan Way South from South Atlantic 
Street to Blanchard Street; provided, that this pro-
vision shall not be enforced when the railroad tun-
nel running between Bell and Jackson Streets is 
unavailable for use due to closure for repairs, ha-
zards or some other emergency condition. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.090), 1979.) 
 
11.66.100 Switching during peak traffic 

hours. 
 No switching movement shall be made on or 
across any arterial streets, between the hours of 
seven a.m. (7:00 a.m.) to nine a.m. (9:00 a.m.) and 
four p.m. (4:00 p.m.) to six p.m. (6:00 p.m.), ex-
cept on Sundays and public holidays. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.100), 1979.) 
 
11.66.120 Locomotive and train speed 

limit. 
 A. No person shall operate any locomotive or 
train over or across any street at a speed in excess 
of twenty (20) miles per hour except where: 
 1. The railroad exists on an underpass or 
overpass; or 
 2. The Federal Rail Safety Act of 1970 
(45 U.S.C. Section 434) or rules of the United 
States thereunder preempt City authority to set a 
speed limit on mainline tracks; 
 3. Unless preempted, the speed limit shall 
be forty (40) miles per hour at mainline grade 
crossings of streets or alleys south of South Spo-
kane Street when signals are in operation. 
 B. Subsection A shall not apply to the crossings 
listed in this subsection. For those crossings, the 
speed limits are as follows: 
 1. South Holgate Street and South Lander 
Street: Thirty-five (35) miles per hour for both 
passenger and freight trains; 
 2. South Horton Street and South Spo-
kane Street: Forty (40) miles per hour for passen-
ger trains and thirty-five (35) miles per hour for 
freight trains; 
 3. South Royal Brougham Way: Twenty-five 
(25) miles per hour for both passenger and freight 
trains. 
(Ord. 120101 § 3, 2000: Ord. 114841 § 1, 1989: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.120), 1979.) 
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11.66.180 Fences, barriers and gates—
When required. 

 Every owner, agent, lessee or operator of any 
railroad, trestle or other property in the City where 
the same is open or accessible to the public as a 
route of pedestrian, bicycle, horse, or motor or ve-
hicle travel, either along or across the same, shall 
be and is required within ten (10) days after receipt 
of notice from the Director of Transportation, to 
guard and protect the public properly in the safe 
use of the same by the erection of fences, barriers, 
or other means of protection, approved by said Di-
rector along the edge of all trestles and at all other 
exposed and dangerous places in or along such rai-
lroads or other property. Every such owner, agent, 
lessee or operator of any such railroad or other 
property, upon notice from said Director, shall 
provide, within the time to be prescribed by said 
Director, in such official’s reasonable discretion, 
proper lights and signals at crossings and other 
dangerous places, such lights to be of the same 
character and to be maintained during the same 
hours as the streetlights in the district adjacent to 
such crossing, or other dangerous place, and every 
agent, lessee or operator of any such railroad is 
further required, upon notice from the Director of 
Transportation, to provide within such time as may 
be specified by such official, in such official’s rea-
sonable discretion, gates or barriers and flaggers at 
crossings over such tracks as may be designated by 
said Director. 
(Ord. 118409 § 32, 1996: Ord. 115995 § 16, 1991: 
Ord. 108200 § 2 (11.66.180), 1979.) 
 
11.66.200 Failure to erect or repair fences, 

gates and barriers—Forfeiture of 
right to use track—Work done 
by City—Penalty—Removal of 
barrier. 

 A. Any owner, agent, lessee or operator of any 
railroad, trestle or other property in the City, where 
the same is open or accessible to the public as a 
route of pedestrian, bicycle, horse, or motor ve-
hicle travel, either along or across the same, who 
shall fail to erect proper fences or barriers or other 
suitable means of protection along the edge of all 
trestles and at all other exposed or dangerous plac-
es within thirty (30) days after notice from the Di-
rector of Transportation, or to thereafter maintain 
the same, or shall fail to provide the required lights 
and signals at the designated points within the time 

specified in the notice from said Director, and to 
thereafter maintain the same, or to provide gates or 
barriers and flaggers at crossings designated by 
said Director, within the time specified by said Di-
rector’s notice, or to thereafter maintain the same, 
or who shall fail to repair or replace any of the 
things specified within ten (10) days after notice 
from said Director so to do, shall forfeit the right to 
use such track, trestle or other property until pro-
tection to the public is afforded as set forth in this 
chapter. The Director of Transportation shall 
forthwith proceed to erect such temporary barrier 
or other suitable means of protection as shall be 
necessary to prevent all access to any exposed or 
dangerous places, and to thoroughly protect any 
unlighted or unguarded crossing. 
 B. Any person who shall remove, or attempt to 
remove, any such barricades, upon a finding the-
reof, shall be assessed a penalty not exceeding 
Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00), and the cost of 
replacement thereof. 
 C. In all cases where such temporary barricades 
have been erected by Seattle Transportation, as 
provided in this section, the same shall not be re-
moved until a permit shall be granted by the Direc-
tor of Transportation for the construction of the 
required permanent fences or barricades, nor until 
the required lights, signals, gates or flaggers are 
provided, nor until the said owner, agent, lessee or 
operator shall have paid to the City the amount of 
all costs incurred by the City in the construction 
and maintenance of such temporary barricades or 
other suitable means of protection as shall be ne-
cessary, as indicated on a statement of such costs 
furnished by the Director of Transportation. 
(Ord. 118409 § 33, 1996: Ord. 116368 § 216, 
1992: Ord. 115995 § 17, 1991: Ord. 109476 
§ 3(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.200), 
1979.) 
 
11.66.220 Liability of railroad—Use of 

bridges and railroads by public. 
 Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to re-
lieve the owner, agent, lessee or operator of any 
railroad from any liability for any injury or damage 
which may be suffered by any person upon any 
such railroad property, but the safeguards and pro-
tection to the public prescribed shall be provided 
and maintained in addition to all other care and 
protection required by law: Provided, however, 
that nothing contained herein shall authorize or be 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 

 

considered as authorizing the use by the public for 
purposes of travel, of any railroad, trestle or other 
property, and such use of any trestle or bridge 
erected for the sole purpose of carrying railroad 
track by any person, except by express permission 
of the company or person whose tracks are carried 
by any such trestle or bridge, is prohibited, and any 
person using any such trestle or bridge, except as 
aforesaid, is declared to be a trespasser. The com-
pany or person whose tracks are carried by any 
such bridge or trestle shall keep at each end thereof 
a white sign bearing in black letters the words 
“Danger: Walking or driving on this bridge (or 
trestle) is prohibited by Ordinance of The City of 
Seattle.” 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.66.220), 1979.) 
 
11.66.230 Severity of offense—Penalty. 
 If a railroad company shall violate any section 
of Sections 11.66.030 through 11.66.120, and its 
act or omission results in physical injury to the 
person or property of another, the railroad compa-
ny shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and it may be 
punished therefor by a criminal fine of not more 
than Five Thousand Dollars (5,000.00). 
 If a railroad company shall violate any section 
of Sections 11.66.030 through 11.66.120, but no 
injury to the person or property of another should 
result from its act or omission, the railroad compa-
ny shall be guilty of a civil infraction, and it shall 
be punished by a civil fine of not more than One 
Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00). 
(Ord. 117239 § 2(part), 1994.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.68 

FIRE REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.68.020 Fire area existence. 
11.68.040 Removal of obstructions. 
11.68.080 Traffic operation and entry 

into fire area. 
11.68.100 Fire lines established. 
11.68.120 Fire line equipment. 
11.68.140 Crossing fire hose. 
11.68.180 Barricading hazardous area. 
11.68.200 Following fire apparatus 

prohibited. 
 

11.68.020 Fire area existence. 
 A “fire area” shall remain in existence about the 
scene of every fire or every Fire Department emer-
gency operation until such time as the Chief of the 
Fire Department, or his authorized agent, shall dec-
lare the emergency past. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.020), 1979.) 
 
11.68.040 Removal of obstructions. 
 Commanding officers at a fire shall have author-
ity to remove from the fire area obstructions to the 
extinguishment of fire or other emergency opera-
tion. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.040), 1979.) 
 
11.68.080 Traffic operation and entry into 

fire area. 
 All traffic, including locomotives and rail cars, 
within a fire area shall stop in a safe place so as not 
to hinder the movement of any apparatus of the 
Fire Department, and no traffic shall enter or move 
in that zone except upon orders of the Chief of Po-
lice or Fire Chief or their authorized representa-
tives. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.080), 1979.) 
 
11.68.100 Fire lines established. 
 During any emergency requiring the services of 
the Fire Department, the Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment or his authorized agent is authorized to estab-
lish fire lines on a street, alley or private property 
by roping or barricading off same, or by stationing 
a fireman in service gear, or a peace officer to di-
rect traffic, and no person shall disregard or fail to 
obey the orders of the fireman or peace officer, or 
run over the rope or operate any vehicle inside fire 
lines. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.100), 1979.) 
 
11.68.120 Fire line equipment. 
 The Chief of Police shall maintain in readiness 
for immediate use a sufficient quantity of rope, 
traffic cones and barricades for establishing fire 
lines, and, in case of fire, shall dispatch thereto 
patrolmen in charge of an officer with the fire line 
ropes, traffic cones or barricades which officer 
shall report for duty and be subject to the orders of 
the Chief of the Fire Department, or his authorized 
agent, and shall establish fire lines and direct traf-
fic in accordance with his orders. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.120), 1979.) 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 

 

 
11.68.140 Crossing fire hose. 
 No person shall drive a vehicle over any unpro-
tected fire hose or other equipment of the Fire De-
partment that has been laid down on any street, 
alley, or private property to be used in any Fire 
Department operation without the consent of the 
Fire Department official in command. (RCW 
46.61.640) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.140), 1979.) 
 
11.68.180 Barricading hazardous area. 
 The Chief of the Fire Department or his autho-
rized agent shall, when the walls of a structurally 
unsafe building are unsafe or in such condition as 
to endanger traffic on a street or alley, or when any 
pole, chimney, spire, steeple, electric wire or other 
thing or object endangers human life or property in 
the streets or alleys, rope, fence or wall off parts of 
streets, alleys and private property adjacent there-
to, and place suitable signs marked “Danger” about 
same, or caution lights at night, and no person shall 
remove, mutilate, tear down or otherwise damage 
any sign, fence, wall or rope, or walk, or drive, 
operate or move any vehicle inside the lines, 
fences or walls. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.180), 1979.) 
 
11.68.200 Following fire apparatus 

prohibited. 
 No driver of any vehicle other than one on offi-
cial business shall follow any fire apparatus travel-
ing in response to a fire alarm or other emergency 
operation closer than five hundred feet (500 ) or 
stop such vehicle within five hundred feet (500 ) of 
any fire apparatus stopped in answer to a fire alarm 
or other emergency operation. (RCW 46.61.635) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.68.200), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.69 

TRAFFIC CONGESTION AREAS 
 
Sections: 

11.69.010 Definitions. 
11.69.020 Designation of traffic 

congestion area. 
11.69.030 Cruising prohibited in traffic 

congestion area. 
11.69.040 Exemptions. 

 

11.69.010 Definitions. 
 A. “Cruising” is the repeated passage of a mo-
tor vehicle on or across a portion of a street or way 
open to the public. 
 B. “Traffic congestion area” is any portion of a 
street or way open to the public affected by traffic 
congestion caused in whole or in part by cruising, 
and declared to be a “traffic congestion area” by 
the Chief of Police or his or her designee. 
 C. The “Chief of Police” means the Chief of 
the Seattle Police Department or his or her desig-
nee. 
(Ord. 113957 § 1, 1988.) 
 
11.69.020 Designation of traffic congestion 

area. 
 A. The Chief of Police shall declare all or a 
portion of a street or way open to the public to be a 
“traffic congestion area” when: 
 1. Traffic congestion has slowed average 
vehicle speed to less than one-half the posted 
speed limit; and 
 2. The congestion significantly interferes 
with passage of vehicles being driven to and from 
locations within the area; and 
 3. In areas which contain transit routes, 
buses are or would be substantially delayed; and 
 4. The congestion is likely to prevent or 
substantially delay emergency vehicles from res-
ponding to locations within the area, or from pass-
ing through the area; and 
 5. The congestion is caused in whole or 
in substantial part by cruising. 
 B. When a street or way open to the public is 
designated a traffic congestion area, officers of the 
Police Department shall post signs identifying it as 
a traffic congestion area and notifying drivers that 
passage of a motor vehicle more than one (1) time 
in the same direction within a four (4) hour period 
is a violation of law. 
 C. The designation of a street or way open to 
the public as a traffic congestion area shall remain 
in effect for a period of four (4) hours, unless 
withdrawn earlier or extended for additional four 
(4) hour periods by the Chief of Police. 
(Ord. 113957 § 2, 1988.) 
 
11.69.030 Cruising prohibited in traffic 

congestion area. 
 No person shall drive or permit a motor vehicle 
under his or her control to be driven within a post-
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ed traffic congestion area in the same direction 
more than one (1) time within a four (4) hour pe-
riod. 
(Ord. 113957 § 3, 1988.) 
 
11.69.040 Exemptions. 
 This chapter shall not apply to: 
 A. Any publicly owned vehicle of any city, 
county, public district, state, or federal agency. 
 B. Any vehicle licensed for public transporta-
tion, including but not limited to buses and taxi 
cabs. 
 C. Any in-service emergency vehicle. 
 D. Any vehicle being driven by a resident of 
the traffic congestion area, or any vehicle being 
driven within the traffic congestion area for neces-
sary commercial or medical reasons. 
(Ord. 113957 § 4, 1988.) 
 
 

Part 7 

STOPPING, STANDING, PARKING AND 

LOADING 
 

Chapter 11.70 

METHOD OF PARKING 
 
Sections: 

11.70.020 Angle parking—General. 
11.70.040 Parallel parking—Right-hand 

side. 
11.70.060 Parallel parking—One (1) way 

street. 
11.70.080 Parking on a shoulder—Leave 

a sidewalk. 
11.70.100 Parking stalls or spaces. 
11.70.120 Right-of-way for parking. 
11.70.140 Stopping and securing car 

when parking. 
11.70.160 Keys in ignition. 
11.70.180 Locking doors and removing 

key. 
11.70.200 Use of street or alley for 

parking by business 
prohibited. 

 
11.70.020 Angle parking—General. 
 No person shall park a vehicle upon streets or 
alleys which have been marked or signed for angle 
parking, at an angle in relation to the curb or mar-

gin of the shoulder, other than consistent with such 
markings or signs. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.020), 1979.) 
 
11.70.040 Parallel parking—Right-hand 

side. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in 
a roadway other than parallel with the edge of the 
roadway headed in the direction of lawful traffic 
movement and with the wheels on the right side of 
the vehicle within twelve inches (12 ) of the right 
constructed curb or with the wheels on the right 
side of the vehicle on a shoulder as provided in 
Section 11.70.080, except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter. (RCW 46.61.575(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.040),1979.) 
 
11.70.060 Parallel parking—One (1) way 

street. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle 
upon the left-hand side of a one (1) way street oth-
er than parallel with the edge of the roadway head-
ed in the direction of lawful traffic movement and 
with the wheels on the left side of the vehicle with-
in twelve inches (12 ) of the left constructed curb 
or with the wheels on the left side of the vehicle on 
a shoulder as provided in Section 11.70.080, ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this chapter. (RCW 
46.61.575(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.060), 1979.) 
 
11.70.080 Parking on a shoulder—Leave a 

sidewalk. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
a shoulder at an angle with the edge of the road-
way headed in the direction opposite of lawful traf-
fic, or so as to obstruct a sidewalk on the side of 
the vehicle opposite from moving traffic except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.080), 1979.) 
 
11.70.100 Parking stalls or spaces. 
 Where parking stalls or spaces are marked or 
painted upon the curb and/or pavement of the 
street, or alley, no person shall park any vehicle so 
that any part of such vehicle occupies more than 
one (1) such space, protrudes beyond the markings 
designating such space, or is in the adjacent area 
for use for safe maneuvering into and out of a des-
ignated parking space. 
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(Ord. 117043 §1, 1994: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.70.100), 1979.) 
 
11.70.120 Right-of-way for parking. 
 The operator who first begins maneuvering his 
vehicle into a vacant parking space shall have a 
prior right-of-way to park in such space and no 
person shall attempt to deprive him thereof by 
blocking his access or otherwise. For the purpose 
of establishing right-of-way in this section it shall 
be considered proper to back into any but a front-in 
angle parking space. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.120), 1979.) 
 
11.70.140 Stopping and securing car when 

parking. 
 No person shall stand or park a motor vehicle 
unattended without setting the brake thereon and 
when facing down upon a downhill grade without 
turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the 
roadway or shoulder, or when facing up upon an 
uphill grade, without turning the front wheels away 
from the curb or side of the roadway or shoulder. 
(RCW 46.61.600) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.140), 1979.) 
 
11.70.160 Keys in ignition. 
 No person shall stand or park a motor vehicle 
upon a street or alley without first locking the igni-
tion, removing the key therefrom and keeping such 
key removed, except when a person with a valid 
motor vehicle operator’s license remains within the 
passenger compartment of the vehicle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.160), 1979.) 
 
11.70.180 Locking doors and removing key. 
 No person shall stand or park a motor vehicle 
upon a street or alley without first locking the 
doors, removing the key therefrom and keeping 
such key removed, except when a person with a 
valid motor vehicle operator’s license remains 
within the passenger compartment of the vehicle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.180), 1979.) 
 
11.70.200 Use of street or alley for parking 

by business prohibited. 
 No person shall park or store any motor vehicle 
upon any street or alley when such motor vehicle is 
in the custody or control of the owner or operator 
of any parking lot, garage, new or used car lot, ser-
vice business, valet parking service or car rental 

business, or his agent. The provisions of this sec-
tion shall be applicable whether or not such owner 
or operator has title to, or an ownership interest in, 
the motor vehicle, and whether or not any consid-
eration has been paid, directly or indirectly, by the 
person leaving a motor vehicle in the custody or 
control of such owner or operator, or his agent. 
The arrest and conviction of any owner or operator 
of such business, or his agent, for violating the 
provisions of this section shall be sufficient cause 
to warrant a revocation of the business license held 
by the owner under the License Code of the City.1 
(Ord. 120574 § 1, 2001: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.70.200), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The License Code provisions on revocation of li-

censes are codified in Chapter 6.02 of this Code. 

 
 

Chapter 11.72 

STOPPING, STANDING OR PARKING 

RESTRICTIONS METHOD OF PARKING 
 
Sections: 

11.72.000 Provisions of chapter prohibit 
stopping, standing and 
parking—Exceptions. 

11.72.010 Advertising. 
11.72.020 Alley. 
11.72.025 Alley—Driveway. 
11.72.030 Angle—Arterial or bus route. 
11.72.035 Blocking or obstructing traffic 

or sidewalk—Unoccupied 
vehicle. 

11.72.040 Blocking or obstructing 
traffic—Occupied vehicle. 

11.72.045 Bus patron shelter. 
11.72.050 Bus zone. 
11.72.051 Curb bulbs. 
11.72.053 Carpool parking—

Unauthorized vehicles. 
11.72.055 Class of vehicle. 
11.72.060 Clear roadway. 
11.72.065 Disabled parking—Violation. 
11.72.070 Commercial and large size 

vehicles. 
11.72.075 Commercial load zone. 
11.72.080 Crosswalk—On. 
11.72.090 Crosswalk approach. 
11.72.100 Double parking. 
11.72.110 Driveway or alley entrance. 
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11.72.120 Driveway—Painted curb. 
11.72.130 Elevated structure. 
11.72.140 Excavation or obstruction. 
11.72.145 Expired or improper license 

plates. 
11.72.150 Fire apparatus. 
11.72.155 Fire exit door. 
11.72.160 Fire hydrant. 
11.72.170 Fire station. 
11.72.180 Fire area. 
11.72.185 Fire lane. 
11.72.190 Flashing signal. 
11.72.200 Fuel loss. 
11.72.205 Grease dropping. 
11.72.210 Intersection. 
11.72.215 Load and unload zone. 
11.72.220 Meter—Hooded. 
11.72.230 Moving vehicle of another. 
11.72.240 Moving vehicle to avoid time 

limit. 
11.72.250 Municipal property. 
11.72.260 Overtime. 
11.72.270 Overtime—Repeated. 
11.72.280 Park. 
11.72.285 Passenger load zone. 
11.72.290 Pavement markings. 
11.72.300 Peak traffic hours. 
11.72.310 Planted area. 
11.72.320 Planting strip. 
11.72.330 Posted signs. 
11.72.350 Railroad tracks—Stopping. 
11.72.351 Restricted parking zone. 
11.72.352 Husky Stadium Event 

Restricted Parking Zone. 
11.72.353 School loading zone. 
11.72.355 Servicing vehicles in street. 
11.72.360 Sidewalk. 
11.72.370 Stop sign approach. 
11.72.390 Street—Limited access. 
11.72.400 Taxicab zone. 
11.72.410 Tow-away zone. 
11.72.415 Trail or path. 
11.72.420 Traffic-control signal 

approach. 
11.72.430 Trailer or camper—Detached. 
11.72.435 Truck load zone—Passenger 

vehicles. 
11.72.440 Parking Enforcement. 
11.72.450 Type of vehicle. 
11.72.460 Wall or fence. 
11.72.465 Curb ramp. 

11.72.470 Wrong side parking. 
11.72.480 Yield sign approach. 
11.72.500 Junk vehicles. 

 
11.72.000 Provisions of chapter prohibit 

stopping, standing and 
parking—Exceptions. 

 The provisions of this chapter prohibit or restrict 
the stopping, standing, parking or angle parking of 
a vehicle at all places and times as herein specified 
or as indicated by official traffic-control devices, 
except when necessary to avoid conflict with other 
traffic or to comply with the law or the directions 
of a peace officer or traffic-control devices. (RCW 
46.61.570) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.000), 1979.) 
 
11.72.010 Advertising. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle on 
any street for the primary purpose of advertising, 
which purpose shall be presumed if a vehicle con-
tains either more than two (2) advertising signs, or 
two (2) advertising signs, either one of which ex-
ceeds an area of six (6) square feet; provided, that 
nothing in this section shall prevent the stopping, 
standing or parking of any vehicle while used in 
the regular course of the same business advertised 
thereon. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.010), 1979.) 
 
11.72.020 Alley. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle except a 
commercial vehicle, a vehicle displaying a valid 
commercial loading permit, or authorized emer-
gency vehicle in an alley. 
(Ord. 114518 § 5, 1989: Ord. 114251 § 5, 1988: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.020), 1979.) 
 
11.72.025 Alley—Driveway. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within an alley in such a position as to block the 
driveway entrance to any abutting property. (RCW 
46.90.433(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.025), 1979.) 
 
11.72.030 Angle—Arterial or bus route. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
other than parallel to the curb on any arterial street 
or street on which transit coaches are operated ex-
cept in areas specifically signed or marked for an-
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gle parking or except under permit as provided for 
in Section 11.23.080. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.030), 1979.) 
 
11.72.035 Blocking or obstructing traffic or 

sidewalk—Unoccupied vehicle. 
 No person shall park a vehicle upon or along 
any street and exit such vehicle when traffic will 
be unreasonably obstructed thereby, or when, in 
areas designated for angle parking, the vehicle is of 
such a length as to obstruct the sidewalk or the ad-
jacent moving traffic lane. Violation of this section 
constitutes a parking violation rather than a mov-
ing traffic violation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.035), 1979.) 
 
11.72.040 Blocking or obstructing traffic—

Occupied vehicle. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle and 
remain therein upon or along any street when traf-
fic will be unreasonably obstructed. Violation of 
this section constitutes a moving traffic violation 
rather than a parking violation. (RCW 46.61.560) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.70.240), 1979.) 
 
11.72.045 Bus patron shelter. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle, bicycle 
or other device within, against or adjacent to a bus 
patron shelter in a manner which restricts or elimi-
nates the use of such a shelter by pedestrians who 
are waiting for public transportation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.045), 1979.) 
 
11.72.050 Bus zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
other than authorized buses in a zone established 
for such specific use. Violators will be impounded 
without prior notice. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.050), 1979.) 
 
11.72.051 Curb bulbs. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
areas adjacent to curb bulbs so that such vehicle 
blocks access to a metered space or protrudes into 
a traffic lane. 
(Ord. 117043 § 2, 1994.) 
 
11.72.053 Carpool parking—Unauthorized 

vehicles. 
 No person shall park a vehicle not displaying a 
valid carpool parking permit in any space desig-

nated and established for the use of certified car-
pool vehicles during any time period when, as spe-
cified by posted signs, parking in such space is re-
stricted to certified carpool vehicles. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.053), 1979.) 
 
11.72.055 Class of vehicle. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in a 
parking space designated by signs for a specified 
class of vehicles other than a vehicle of the class 
specified. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.055), 1979.) 
 
11.72.060 Clear roadway. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle upon a 
street, excluding alleys in such a manner as to 
leave available less than ten (10) feet of the width 
of the roadway for free movement of vehicular 
traffic. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.060), 1979.) 
 
11.72.065 Disabled parking—Violation. 
 A. A parking space or stall for a physically dis-
abled person shall be indicated by a vertical sign, 
between thirty-six (36) and eighty-four (84) inches 
off the ground, with the international symbol of 
access, whose colors are white on a blue back-
ground, described under RCW 70.92.120 display-
ing the notice “State disabled parking permit re-
quired” and a warning that other vehicles without 
permits will be impounded. 
 B. Any person who meets the criteria for spe-
cial parking privileges under RCW 46.16 shall be 
allowed free of charge to park a vehicle being used 
to transport that person for unlimited periods of 
time in parking zones or areas including zones or 
areas with parking meters which are otherwise re-
stricted as to the length of time parking is permit-
ted. This section does not apply to those zones or 
areas in which the stopping, parking, or standing of 
all vehicles is prohibited or which are reserved for 
special types of vehicles. The person shall obtain 
and display a disabled parking placard or license 
plate under RCW Chapter 46.16 to be eligible for 
the privileges under this section. 
 C. It is a parking infraction, with a monetary 
penalty of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250) for 
any person to stop, stand or park a vehicle in a 
parking space or stall for a physically disabled per-
son, whether the stall is indicated as required by 
subsection A of this section, by pavement mark-
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ings or a sign indicating that the stall is reserved 
for disabled parking, for any purpose or length of 
time unless such vehicle displays a special placard 
or license plate indicating that the vehicle is being 
used to transport a disabled person as defined un-
der Chapter 46.16 RCW. 
 D. It is a parking infraction, with a monetary 
penalty of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250), for 
any person to make inaccessible the access aisle 
located next to a space reserved for physically dis-
abled persons. 
 E. The court may not suspend more than one-
half (1/2) of any fine imposed under subsection C 
or D of this section. For a second or subsequent 
violation of subsection C or D of this section, in 
addition to a monetary penalty, a violator must 
complete a minimum of forty (40) hours of either 
community service for a nonprofit organization 
that serves the disabled community or persons hav-
ing disabling diseases or any other community ser-
vice that may sensitize the violator to the needs 
and obstacles faced by persons who have disabili-
ties. 
(Ord. 119011 § 19, 1998: Ord. 111835 § 2, 1984.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Ordinance 111835 was adopted by the City Council 

on August 13, 1984. 

 
11.72.070 Commercial and large size 

vehicles. 
 No person shall park a vehicle on any street or 
alley, except in a Manufacturing or Industrial Zone 
as defined in the Zoning Code of Seattle (Ordin-
ance 86300 as amended)1 between the hours of 
midnight and six (6) a.m. if the vehicle is a truck 
and/or trailer or other conveyance which is over 
eighty (80) inches wide. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.070), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Zoning Code is codified in Title 24 of this Code. 

 
11.72.075 Commercial load zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
other than a commercial vehicle or a vehicle dis-
playing a valid commercial loading permit in a 
commercial load zone during the hours the zone 
restriction is in effect; provided, that commercial 
load zone restrictions are not effective on Sundays 
or public holidays, except where otherwise indi-
cated by appropriate sign. 
(Ord. 114518 § 6, 1989: Ord. 114251 § 9, 1988.) 
 

11.72.080 Crosswalk—On. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
a crosswalk. (RCW 46.61.570(a)(iv)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.080), 1979.) 
 
11.72.090 Crosswalk approach. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
twenty (20) feet upon the approach to a crosswalk. 
(RCW 46.61.570(b)(iii)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.090), 1979.) 
 
11.72.100 Double parking. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
with its side next to or adjacent to another vehicle 
which is stopped, standing or parked on a street, or 
alley except while angle parking. (RCW 46.61.570 
(a)(i)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.100), 1979.) 
 
11.72.110 Driveway or alley entrance. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle in front 
of a public or private driveway within a street or 
alley or in front of or in an alley entrance or within 
five feet (5 ) of the end of a constructed driveway 
return or alley entrance return, or if none, within 
five feet (5 ) of the projection of the edge of the 
driveway or alley. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.110), 1979.) 
 
11.72.120 Driveway—Painted curb. 
 The prohibited area for driveway returns de-
scribed in Section 11.72.110 may be maintained 
with traffic yellow paint by the property owner or 
occupant. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.120), 1979.) 
 
11.72.130 Elevated structure. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a 
street or alley or within a street tunnel or alley tun-
nel. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(vii)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.130), 1979.) 
 
11.72.140 Excavation or obstruction. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
alongside or opposite any street or alley excavation 
or obstruction when such stopping, standing or 
parking would obstruct traffic. (RCW 
46.61.570(1)(a)(vi)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.140), 1979.) 
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11.72.145 Expired or improper license 
plates. 

 No person shall stop, stand or park any vehicle 
on any street or alley, or in any garage, parking 
area or other property operated by the City, with-
out first having displayed current and proper ve-
hicle license plates thereon as provided in RCW 
Chapter 46.16. The vehicle license plates shall be 
attached conspicuously at the front and rear of 
each vehicle for which the same are issued and in 
such manner that they can be plainly seen and read 
at all times: Provided, that if only one (1) license 
plate is legally issued for any vehicle such plate 
shall be conspicuously attached to the rear of such 
vehicle. Each vehicle license plate shall be placed 
or hung in a horizontal position at a distance of not 
less than one foot (1 ) nor more than four feet (4 ) 
from the ground and shall be kept clean so as to be 
plainly seen and read at all times: Provided, how-
ever, that this requirement shall not apply in cases 
where the State Commission on Equipment has 
granted permission to deviate therefrom, as pro-
vided in RCW 46.16.240. 
(Ord. 113898 § 2, 1988.) 
 
11.72.150 Fire apparatus. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within five hundred feet (500 ) of any fire appara-
tus, or other Fire Department emergency operation 
stopped in answer to a fire alarm. It is a defense to 
violation of this section that a vehicle was so 
parked prior to the Fire Department’s responding 
to such fire alarm. (RCW 46.61.635) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.150), 1979.) 
 
11.72.155 Fire exit door. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle so as to 
block a labeled fire exit door which opens into an 
alley, nor shall a vehicle reduce the egressway to 
less than four feet (4 ) between the exit door and a 
public street. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.155), 1979.) 
 
11.72.160 Fire hydrant. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
fifteen feet (15 ) of a fire hydrant. (RCW 
46.61.570(1)(b)(ii)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.160), 1979.) 
 

11.72.170 Fire station. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
twenty feet (20 ) of the driveway entrance to any 
fire station and on the side of a street opposite the 
entrance to any fire station within seventy-five feet 
(75 ) of the entrance when signposted. (RCW 
46.61.570(1)(b)(v)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.170), 1979.) 
 
11.72.180 Fire area. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within any fire area. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.180), 1979.) 
 
11.72.185 Fire lane. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within any fire lane. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.185), 1979.) 
 
11.72.190 Flashing signal. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
thirty feet (30 ) upon the approach to any flashing 
signal located at the side of a roadway. (RCW 
46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.190), 1979.) 
 
11.72.200 Fuel loss. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
a street, alley or way open to the public in such a 
manner that motor fuel leaks from the tanks the-
reof. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.200), 1979.) 
 
11.72.205 Grease dropping. 
 No person shall drop or permit to be dropped 
from any vehicle or the machinery thereof any oil, 
grease or similar substance upon the streets or al-
leys. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.205), 1979.) 
 
11.72.210 Intersection. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within an intersection. (RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(iii)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.210), 1979.) 
 
11.72.215 Load and unload zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in 
a load and unload zone, for any purpose or length 
of time other than for the expeditious pickup and 
loading or unloading and delivery of persons or 
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property, and then in no case shall the stop for such 
purposes exceed thirty (30) minutes. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.215), 1979.) 
 
11.72.220 Meter—Hooded. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
where parking meters are hooded, except as other-
wise provided in this subtitle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.220), 1979.) 
 
11.72.230 Moving vehicle of another. 
 No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully un-
der his control into any area where stopping, stand-
ing or parking is prohibited or restricted. (RCW 
46.61.570(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.230), 1979.) 
 
11.72.240 Moving vehicle to avoid time 

limit. 
 No person shall move and repark a vehicle on 
either side of a street within the same block in or-
der to avoid a parking time limit regulation speci-
fied for either side of the street in that particular 
block. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.240), 1979.) 
 
11.72.250 Municipal property. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
any garage, parking area or other property operated 
by the city, where signs prohibit or restrict such 
stopping, standing or parking without lawful au-
thority or permission. Any motor vehicle so 
stopped, standing or parked without such authority 
or permission is a nuisance. Such nuisance may be 
summarily abated by issuing a parking citation as 
provided in Section 11.31.030 and/or by impound-
ing in the same manner as provided in Section 
11.30.060. The impounding of such a vehicle shall 
not prevent or preclude the institution and prosecu-
tion of charges in the municipal court or elsewhere 
for violation of this subtitle. 
(Ord. 112421 § 8, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.72.250), 1979.) 
 
11.72.260 Overtime. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle upon a 
street for a longer period of time than the limit that 
is signposted. Parking spaces may be used without 
respect to time limit posted on Sundays and legal 
holidays, except where otherwise indicated by the 
signposting in the area or for such parking space. 

(Ord. 112076 § 2, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.72.260), 1979.) 
 
11.72.270 Overtime—Repeated. 
 Each subsequent period of time, as signposted, 
lapsing following affixation to a vehicle of a notice 
of overtime parking shall constitute a further viola-
tion of Section 11.72.260. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.270), 1979.) 
 
11.72.280 Park. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
any park as defined in the Park Code (Ordinance 
106615),1 except in areas designated for such pur-
poses. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.280), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Park Code is codified in Chapter 18.12 of this 

Code. 

 
11.72.285 Passenger load zone. 
 In a passenger load zone during the hours the 
zone restriction is in effect, no person shall stop, 
stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of 
time other than for the expeditious loading or un-
loading of passengers for a period not to exceed 
three (3) minutes. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.285), 1979.) 
 
11.72.290 Pavement markings. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle in a 
street or alley area marked with cross-hatched 
pavement markings or other pavement markings 
indicating no standing or parking. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.290), 1979.) 
 
11.72.300 Peak traffic hours. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle dur-
ing peak traffic hours on any day, except Sundays 
and legal holidays, on any portion of any street 
when signs are erected giving notice of the speci-
fied hours of such prohibition, and except as pro-
vided in Section 11.74.120. 
(Ord. 112076 § 3, 1984: Ord. 108200 § 2 
(11.72.300), 1979.) 
 
11.72.310 Planted area. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within a planted area of any street when such area 
is planted and maintained in a well-defined man-
ner. 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.310), 1979.) 
 
11.72.320 Planting strip. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
a planting strip unless the vehicle bears a card or 
decal issued pursuant to RCW 46.16.381. 
(Ord. 112421 § 9, 1985: Ord. 109545 § 2, 1980: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.320), 1979.) 
 
11.72.330 Posted signs. 
 No person shall: 
 A. Stop, stand or park a vehicle at any place or 
time where official signs prohibit stopping; 
 B. Stand or park a vehicle at any place or time 
where official signs prohibit standing; or 
 C. Park a vehicle at any place or time where 
official signs prohibit parking. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.330), 1979.) 
 
11.72.350 Railroad tracks—Stopping. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within six (6) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad 
track. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.350), 1979.) 
 
11.72.351 Restricted parking zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
violation of the posted or marked restrictions or 
when a permit or other authorization issued by the 
city is required as a condition for parking unless 
the same or a card or decal issued pursuant to 
RCW 46.16.381 or recognized under RCW 
46.16.390 is displayed in a prominent place on the 
vehicle. 
(Ord. 115486 § 1, 1991: Ord. 110967 § 15, 1983: 
Ord. 108354 § 6, 1979: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.72.351), 1979.) 
 
11.72.352 Husky Stadium Event Restricted 

Parking Zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in 
violation of a posted or marked Husky Stadium 
Event Restricted Parking Zone unless a permit or 
other authorization issued by the City or card or 
decal issued pursuant to RCW 46.16.381 or recog-
nized under RCW 46.16.390 is displayed in a 
prominent place on the vehicle. 
(Ord. 119781 § 1, 1999.) 
 

11.72.353 School loading zone. 
 No person shall park in a school loading zone 
except for a reasonable period of time while wait-
ing for passengers. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.353), 1979.) 
 
11.72.355 Servicing vehicles in street. 
 No person shall park a vehicle in any street or 
alley to service such vehicle by supplying such 
vehicle with gasoline, oil or water; or by changing 
or renewing the tires thereof; or by washing the 
same; or by repairing the same in any manner 
which leaves the vehicle on the street or alley in an 
inoperable condition: Provided, however, that ne-
cessary service may be rendered to a vehicle so 
disabled that the same cannot be operated under its 
own power or without damage or injury thereto. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.355), 1979.) 
 
11.72.360 Sidewalk. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
or over a sidewalk, whether constructed or not. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(a)(ii)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.360), 1979.) 
 
11.72.370 Stop sign approach. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
thirty (30) feet upon approaching any stop sign 
located at the side of a roadway. (RCW 
46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.370), 1979.) 
 
11.72.390 Street—Limited access. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
any limited access street except as provided in Sec-
tion 11.54.100. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.390), 1979.) 
 
11.72.400 Taxicab zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
other than a taxicab within any space reserved for 
taxicabs. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.400), 1979.) 
 
11.72.410 Tow-away zone. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle 
within any space signed or marked as a tow-away 
zone. Violators will be impounded. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.410), 1979.) 
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11.72.415 Trail or path. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle, 
bicycle, or other device on or adjacent to a trail, 
path, lane or other facility or way which has been 
designated for the use of pedestrians, equestrians, 
or bicyclists, in such a manner as to obstruct or 
restrict the use of any portion thereof: Provided, 
that authorized emergency and maintenance ve-
hicles are excluded from the provisions of this sec-
tion when engaged in necessary emergency or 
maintenance work. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.415), 1979.) 
 
11.72.420 Traffic-control signal approach. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any traffic-
control signal located at the side of a roadway. 
(RCW 46.61.570(1)(b)(iv)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.420), 1979.) 
 
11.72.430 Trailer or camper—Detached. 
 No person shall detach and park any trailer or 
camper on any street or alley: Provided, that in 
case of collision such trailer or camper may be 
moved to a portion of the street or alley where 
parking a motor vehicle is lawful, and if a good 
and sufficient red signal be displayed at both ends 
thereof during the hours of darkness, such trailer or 
camper may be permitted or allowed to remain for 
a period not exceeding twenty-four (24) hours 
pending removal: Provided, further, that such trai-
ler or camper shall not remain upon any portion of 
a street or alley where standing or parking is li-
mited or prohibited for a period longer than is ne-
cessary to effect its removal. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.430), 1979.) 
 
11.72.435 Truck load zone—Passenger 

vehicles. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a passenger 
vehicle, including truck-licensed taxicabs, in a 
truck load zone during the hours the zone restric-
tion is in effect: Provided, that passenger vehicles 
other than taxicabs which are commercial vehicles 
may stop, stand, or park in a truck load zone as 
provided in Section 11.74.020: Provided further, 
that truck load zone restrictions are not effective 
on Sundays or public holidays except where oth-
erwise indicated by appropriate sign. 
(Ord. 112113 § 1, 1985: Ord. 112076 § 4, 1984: 
Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.435), 1979.) 

 
11.72.440 Parking Enforcement. 
 A. Official signs, including temporary signs, 
that prohibit stopping, standing or parking shall be 
enforceable according to their terms twenty-four 
hours after posting. 
 B. No person shall park a vehicle on any street 
or other municipal property for a period of time 
longer than seventy-two (72) hours, unless an offi-
cial posted sign provides a shorter period of time, 
or unless otherwise provided by law. 
 C. Authorized vehicles on municipal property 
are excluded from the provisions of this section. 
 D. This section shall not apply to “junk motor 
vehicles” or “abandoned junk motor vehicles” as 
defined in this Chapter. 
 E. Vehicles in violation of this section are sub-
ject to impound as provided for in Chapter 11.30 
SMC, in addition to any other penalty provided for 
by law. 
(Ord. 120573 § 1, 2001: Ord. 120097 § 1, 2000: 
Ord. 112113 § 2, 1985: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.72.440), 1979.) 
 
11.72.450 Type of vehicle. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle in a 
parking space designated for “D” licensed ve-
hicles, police vehicles, fire vehicles, foreign consu-
lar vehicles, U.S. Marshal vehicles, or ambulance 
vehicles other than the type of vehicle specified. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.450), 1979.) 
 
11.72.460 Wall or fence. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle along-
side any wall, fence, or other physical obstructions 
where there is no sufficient sidewalk for the use of 
pedestrians in a reasonable manner as provided in 
Section 11.70.080 or to permit persons to exit from 
the vehicle on the sidewalk side thereof. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.460), 1979.) 
 
11.72.465 Curb ramp. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle in 
front of or on a curb ramp or curb ramp return. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.465), 1979.) 
 
11.72.470 Wrong side parking. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
that portion of any street or alley lawfully set aside 
for the parking of vehicles or movement of traffic 
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in the direction opposite to that which the parked 
vehicle faces. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.470), 1979.) 
 
11.72.480 Yield sign approach. 
 No person shall stand or park a vehicle within 
thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any yield sign 
located at the side of a roadway. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.72.480), 1979.) 
 
11.72.500 Junk vehicles. 
 A. No person shall park a junk motor vehicle 
on a street, alley, or way open to the public, or on 
municipal or other public property. 
 B. Violation of subsection A is a Class 1 civil 
infraction as contemplated by Chapter 7.80 RCW 
for which there shall be a penalty of Two Hundred 
Fifty Dollars ($250), which penalty shall not be 
suspended or deferred. 
(Ord. 120102 § 3, 2000.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.73 

RESTRICTED PARKING AREAS1 
 
Sections: 

11.73.010 Broadway and Stevens 
Neighborhood, vicinity of 
Group Health Cooperative. 

11.73.020 Fauntleroy Neighborhood, 
vicinity of Fauntleroy Ferry 
Terminal. 

11.73.030 Mann Minor Neighborhood, 
vicinity of Providence Medical 
Center. 

11.73.040 Montlake Neighborhood. 
11.73.050 Husky Stadium Event 

Restricted Parking Zone. 
11.73.060 Husky Stadium Event 

Restricted Parking Zone—
Applicable provisions. 

11.73.080 First Hill/Capitol Hill 
Neighborhood Restricted 
Parking Zone. 

 
1. Editor’s Note: Maps of the restricted parking zones are codified at 

the end of this chapter. 

 

11.73.010 Broadway and Stevens 
Neighborhood, vicinity of Group 
Health Cooperative. 

 A. There is hereby established a restricted park-
ing zone as contemplated by Ordinance 108354, 
Section 1, on the following street segments: 
 1. 10th Avenue East, between East Den-
ny Way and East Roy Street (also known as the 
100, 200, 300, 400, 500, and 600 blocks of 10th 
Avenue East); 
 2. 11th Avenue/11th Avenue East, be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of 11th 
Avenue and 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 
blocks of 11th Avenue East); 
 3. 12th Avenue/12th Avenue East, be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of 12th 
Avenue and 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 
blocks of 12th Avenue East); 
 4. 13th Avenue/13th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 13th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 
700 blocks of 13th Avenue East); 
 5. 14th Avenue/14th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 14th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700, 
and 800 blocks of 14th Avenue East); 
 6. 15th Avenue/15th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 15th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, 700 
and 800 blocks of 15th Avenue East); 
 7. 16th Avenue/16th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 16th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600 and 
700 blocks of 16th Avenue East); 
 8. 17th Avenue/17th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 17th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600 and 
700 blocks of 17th Avenue East); 
 9. 18th Avenue/18th Avenue East be-
tween East Pine Street and East Aloha Street (also 
known as the 1600, 1700 and 1800 blocks of 18th 
Avenue and the 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600 and 
700 blocks of 18th Avenue East); 
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 10. 19th Avenue/19th Avenue East, be-
tween East Madison Street and East Aloha Street 
(also known as the 1700 and 1800 blocks of 19th 
Avenue and 100, 200, 300, 400, 500, 600, and 700 
blocks of 19th Avenue East); 
 11. Malden Avenue East between East 
Thomas Street and East Roy Street (also known as 
the 300, 400, 500 and 600 blocks of Malden Ave-
nue East); 
 12. Federal Avenue East, between East 
Thomas Street and East Roy Street (also known as 
the 300, 400, 500 and 600 blocks of Federal Ave-
nue East); 
 13. Coryell Court East, between East Har-
rison Street and East Thomas Street (also known as 
the 300 block of Coryell Court East); 
 14. East Olive Street between 11th Avenue 
and 18th Avenue (also known as the 1100, 1200, 
1300, 1400, 1500, 1600 and 1700 blocks of East 
Olive Street); 
 15. East Howell Street between 11th Ave-
nue and 19th Avenue (also known as the 1100, 
1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1700, and 1800 
blocks of East Howell Street); 
 16. East Denny Way between Broadway 
Avenue East and 19th Avenue (also known as the 
900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 
1700, and 1800 blocks of East Denny Way); 
 17. East John Street between Broadway 
Avenue East and 19th Avenue East (also known as 
the 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 
1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of East John Street); 
 18. East Thomas Street between Broadway 
Avenue East and 19th Avenue East (also known as 
the 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 
1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of East Thomas 
Street); 
 19. East Harrison Street between Broad-
way Avenue East and 19th Avenue East (also 
known as the 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 
1500, 1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of East Harri-
son Street); 
 20. East Republican Street between 
Broadway Avenue East and 19th Avenue East (al-
so known as the 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 
1400, 1500, 1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of East 
Republican Street); 
 21. East Mercer Street, between Broadway 
Avenue East and 19th Avenue East (also known as 
the 900, 1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 

1600, 1700, and 1800 blocks of East Mercer 
Street); 
 22. East Roy Street, between 10th Avenue 
East and 19th Avenue East (also known as the 
1000, 1100, 1200, 1300, 1400, 1500, 1600, 1700 
and 1800 blocks of East Roy Street); 
 23. East Valley Street, between 14th Ave-
nue East and 15th Avenue East (also known as the 
1400 block of East Valley Street); 
 24. East Glen Street, between 18th Avenue 
East and 19th Avenue East (also known as the 
1800 block of East Glen Street). 
(Ord. 117189 § 1, 1994: Ord. 115995 § 22(part), 
1991; Ord. 110713 § 1, 1982.) 
 
11.73.020 Fauntleroy Neighborhood, 

vicinity of Fauntleroy Ferry 
Terminal. 

 A. There is hereby established a restricted park-
ing zone as contemplated by Ordinance 108200, 
Section 11.16.315, as amended by Ordinance 
108354, Section 1, on the following street seg-
ments: 
 1. Southwest Cloverdale Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 46th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4600 block of 
Southwest Cloverdale Street); 
 2. Southwest Trenton Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 45th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4500 block of 
Southwest Trenton Street); 
 3. Southwest Concord Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 45th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4500 block of 
Southwest Concord Street); 
 4. Southwest Henderson Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 44th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4400 and 4500 
blocks of Southwest Henderson Street); 
 5. Southwest Director Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 44th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4400 and 4500 
blocks of Southwest Director Street); 
 6. Southwest Director Place between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 45th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4500 block of 
Southwest Director Place); 
 7. Southwest Barton Street between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and 45th Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4500 block of 
Southwest Barton Street); 
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 8. Southwest Wildwood Place between 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest and Southwest Brace 
Point Drive (also known as the 4400, 4500, 4600 
and 4700 blocks of Southwest Wildwood Place); 
 9. Fauntleroy Way Southwest between a 
private road south of Southwest Brace Point Drive 
and Southwest Thistle Street (also known as the 
8400, 8600, 8800, 8900, 9000, 9100 and 9200 
blocks and a portion of the 9300 block to 3344 of 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest); 
 10. 47th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Brace Point Drive and Southwest 
Wildwood Place (also known as the 9200 block of 
47th Avenue Southwest); 
 11. 46th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Cloverdale Street and Southwest Tren-
ton Street and between Southwest Brace Point 
Drive and Southwest Wildwood Place (also known 
as the 8600 and 9200 blocks of 46th Avenue 
Southwest); 
 12. 45th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Trenton Street and Southwest Wild-
wood Place (also known as the 8800, 8900, 9000, 
9100 and part of the 9200 block of 45th Avenue 
Southwest); 
 13. Southwest Brace Point Drive between 
Puget Sound and 45th Avenue Southwest (also 
known as the 4500, 4600, 4700 and 4800 blocks of 
Southwest Brace Point Drive); 
 14. Southwest Director Street between 
44th Avenue Southwest and California Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4300 and 4400 
blocks at Southwest Director Street); 
 15. Southwest Henderson Street between 
44th Avenue Southwest and California Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4300 and 4400 
blocks of Southwest Henderson Street); 
 16. 44th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Henderson Street and Southwest Direc-
tor Street (also known as the 9000 block of 44th 
Avenue Southwest); 
 17. 43rd Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Henderson Street and Southwest Direc-
tor Street (also known as the 9000 block of 43rd 
Avenue Southwest); 
 18. Southwest Brace Point Drive between 
45th Avenue Southwest and Southwest Wildwood 
Street (also known as the 4400 block of Southwest 
Brace Point Drive); 
 19. 45th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Brace Point Drive and Southwest Kil-

borne Court (also known as the 9300 block and a 
portion of the 9400 block of 9431 of 45th Avenue 
Southwest); 
 20. 47th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Brace Point Drive and Southwest Rox-
bury Street (also known as the 9300 block of 47th 
Avenue Southwest); 
 21. Southwest Barton Street between Cali-
fornia Avenue Southwest and 41st Avenue South-
west (also known as the 4100 Block of Southwest 
Barton Street); 
 22. Southwest Brace Point Drive between 
Southwest Wildwood Place and California Avenue 
Southwest (also known as the 4300 block of 
Southwest Brace Point Drive); 
 23. 42nd Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Barton Street and Southwest Henderson 
Street (extended) (also known as a portion of the 
8800 block to 8862 of 41st Avenue Southwest); 
 24. California Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Brace Point Drive and the dead-end 
north of Southwest Barton Street (also known as 
the 9000 and 9100 blocks of California Avenue 
Southwest); 
 25. 44th Avenue Southwest between 
Southwest Fletcher Street and Southwest Brace 
Point Drive (also known as the 9200 block of 44th 
Avenue Southwest); and 
 26. Fauntleroy Way Southwest between 
Southwest Thistle Street and Southwest Monroe 
Street (also known as the 8000 and 8300 blocks of 
Fauntleroy Way Southwest). 
(Ord. 115995 § 22(part), 1991; Ord. 111763 § 1, 
1984: Ord. 110515 § 1, 1982: Ord. 110026 § 1, 
1981.) 
 
11.73.030 Mann Minor Neighborhood, 

vicinity of Providence Medical 
Center. 

 A. There is hereby established a restricted park-
ing zone as contemplated by Ordinance 108200, 
Section 11.16.315, as amended by Ordinance 
108354, Section 1, on the following street seg-
ments: 
 1. 15th Avenue between East Alder 
Street and East Spring Street (also known as the 
300, 500 700, 800 and 900 blocks of 15th Ave-
nue); 
 2. 16th Avenue between East Alder 
Street and East Spring Street (also known as the 
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300, 500, 700 800 and 900 blocks of 16th Ave-
nue); 
 3. 17th Avenue between East Alder 
Street and East Jefferson Street and between East 
Cherry Street and East Spring Street (also known 
as the 300, 700, 800 and 900 blocks of 17th Ave-
nue); 
 4. 18th Avenue between East Alder 
Street and East Jefferson Street and between East 
Cherry Street and East Spring Street (also known 
as the 300, 700, 800 and 900 blocks of 18th Ave-
nue); 
 5. 19th Avenue between East Alder 
Street and East Columbia Street (also known as the 
300, 500 and 700 blocks of 19th Avenue); 
 6. East Jefferson Street between 15th 
Avenue and 20th Avenue (also known as the 1500, 
1600, 1700, 1800 and 1900 blocks of East Jeffer-
son Street); 
 7. East Columbia Street between 14th 
and 18th Avenue (also known as the 1400, 1500, 
1600 and 1700 blocks of East Columbia Street); 
and 
 8. East Marion Street between 14th Ave-
nue and 18th Avenue (also known as the 1400, 
1500, 1600 and 1700 blocks of East Marion 
Street). 
(Ord. 115995 § 22(part), 1991; Ord. 115341 § 1, 
1990: Ord. 110798 § 1, 1982: Ord. 109261 § 1, 
1980.) 
 
11.73.040 Montlake Neighborhood. 
 A. There is hereby established a restricted park-
ing zone as contemplated by Ordinance 108200, 
Section 11.16.315, as amended by Ordinance 
108354, Section 1, in the area bounded by East 
Shelby Street, East Hamlin Street, West Park Drive 
East, and East Park Drive East; and on the follow-
ing street segments: 
 1. East Lake Washington Boulevard be-
tween 24th Avenue East and Lake Washington 
Boulevard East (also known as the 2400 block of 
East Lake Washington Boulevard); 
 2. East North Street between East Mon-
tlake Place East and 24th Avenue East (also known 
as the 2200 block of East North Street); 
 3. East Roanoke Street between West 
Montlake Place East and 25th Avenue East (also 
known as the 2000, 2200 and 2400 blocks of East 
Roanoke Street); 

 4. East Louisa Street between West Mon-
tlake Place East and 24th Avenue East (also known 
as the 2000 and 2200 blocks of East Louisa Street); 
 5. Twentieth Avenue East between East 
Miller Street and West Montlake Place East (also 
known as the 2500 block of 20th Avenue East); 
 6. Twenty-second Avenue East between 
East Roanoke Street and East Miller Street (also 
known as the 2500 block of 22nd Avenue East); 
 7. East Montlake Place East between 
22nd Avenue East and 24th Avenue East (also 
known as the 2500 and 2600 blocks of East Mon-
tlake Place East); 
 8. Twenty-fourth Avenue East between 
East Louisa Street and East Roanoke Street (also 
known as the 2500 block of 24th Avenue East); 
 9. Twenty-fourth Avenue East between 
East Lake Washington Boulevard and the street 
end (also known as the 2600 block of 24th Avenue 
East); 
 10. Glenwilde Place East between East 
Roanoke Street and the street end (also known as 
the 2600 block of Glenwilde Place East); and 
 11. Twenty-fifth Avenue East between 
East Louisa Street and the street end (also known 
as the 2500 from 2524 and 2600 blocks of 25th 
Avenue East). 
(Ord. 115995 § 22(part), 1991; Ord. 113461 § 1, 
1987: Ord. 113300 § 1, 1987: Ord. 108615 § 1, 
1979.) 
 
11.73.050 Husky Stadium Event Restricted 

Parking Zone. 
 A. There is established a Husky Stadium Event 
Restricted Parking Zone (“the zone”) in the areas 
within the outer boundary of the secondary impact 
area as delineated in the City-University Agree-
ment and shown on the map contained in Exhibit 
“A.”1 
 B. On dates with events likely to attract twenty-
four thousand (24,000) or more people to Husky 
Stadium, and after following procedures set forth 
in SMC Section 11.16.317, the Director of Trans-
portation is authorized to restrict public parking on 
eligible streets within the zone to vehicles of: 
 1. Residents of the zone; 
 2. Owners of businesses in the zone and 
used for business purposes; 
 3. Service vehicles of persons having 
business in the street or used for law enforcement 
purposes; 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 

 

 4. Nonresidents with a handicapped card, 
decal or special license plate issued pursuant to 
RCW 46.61.580; and 
 5. Subject to such restrictions as may be 
established by the Director of Transportation, 
guests of residents of the zone. 
 C. The restrictions on public parking shall be 
designed to exclude or restrict public parking only 
to the extent reasonably needed to preserve the ca-
pacity of the streets for travel and transportation 
during the event, to maintain for the residents only 
the parking needed, and to alleviate hazards of too 
closely packed parking, such as impairing 
sightlines or turning at driveways and intersec-
tions, blocking in residential vehicles and other 
unsafe practices. Restrictions on public parking 
may be placed on certain streets or block segments 
while others remain open, the restricted streets 
may be relocated from year to year, and restric-
tions may be changed from time to time. 
 D. The restrictions upon or exclusion of public 
parking shall only be in effect on the dates with 
events likely to attract twenty-four thousand 
(24,000) or more people to Husky Stadium. The 
dates shall be stated on traffic-control devices in 
the zone. The restriction shall commence at times 
set by the Director of Transportation, which shall 
not be more than three (3) hours before the event is 
scheduled to begin nor continue more than two 
hours after the event is over. A restriction shall be 
given effect although the traffic-control device(s) 
in the immediate block or street segment may have 
been removed, damaged or obscured by theft, van-
dalism, weathering or other cause, if other traffic-
control devices in the vicinity or a parking control 
or peace officer gives general notice to the public 
of the restriction. 
(Ord. 119781 § 3, 1999: Ord. 115995 § 18, 1991; 
Ord. 113462 § 1, 1987; Ord. 112988 § 1, 1986.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Exhibit “A” is codified at the end of this chapter as 

map, “Husky Stadium Event Restricted Parking Zone.” 

 
11.73.060 Husky Stadium Event Restricted 

Parking Zone—Applicable 
provisions. 

 The Husky Stadium Event Restricted Parking 
Zone shall be considered a “restricted parking 
zone” for purposes of the following Seattle Munic-
ipal Code Sections: 
 11.14.515, Restricted parking zone—Definition; 

 11.28.010, Abuse of privileges in restricted 
parking zones; 
 11.72.352, Husky Stadium Event Restricted 
Parking Zone; and 
 11.30.040, When a vehicle may be impounded 
without prior notice. 
 The provisions of each of these sections, insofar 
as consistent with Section 11.73.050, shall apply to 
the Husky Stadium Event Restricted Parking Zone. 
(Ord. 119781 § 2, 1999: Ord. 112988 § 2, 1986.) 
 
11.73.080 First Hill/Capitol Hill 

Neighborhood Restricted 
Parking Zone. 

 A. There is hereby established a restricted park-
ing zone as contemplated by Ordinance 108354 
Section 1,1 on the following street segments (see 
Figure 11.73.080): 
 1. Bellevue Avenue between East Union 
Street and East Pine Street (also known as the 1400 
and 1500 blocks of Bellevue Avenue); 
 2. Minor Avenue between Spring Street 
and Seneca Street (also known as the 1100 block 
of Minor Avenue); 
 3. Minor Avenue between University 
Street and Pike Street (also known as the 1300 and 
1400 blocks of Minor Avenue); 
 4. Summit Avenue between Seneca Street 
and East Union Street (also known as the 1200 and 
1300 blocks of Summit Avenue); 
 5. Seneca Street between Summit Avenue 
and Boyleston Avenue (also known as the 1300 
block of Seneca Street); 
 6. Boyleston Avenue between Seneca 
Street and University Street (also known as the 
1200 block of Boyleston Avenue); 
 7. University Street between Summit 
Avenue and Boyleston Avenue (also known as the 
1300 block of University Street); 
 8. Union Street between Terry Avenue 
and Minor Avenue (also known as the 1300 and 
1400 blocks of Union Street); 
 9. East Union Street between Bellevue 
Avenue and Crawford Avenue (also known as the 
400 block of East Union Street); 
 10. East Union Street between Summit 
Avenue and Boyleston Avenue (also known as the 
500 and 600 blocks of East Union Street); 
 11. Terry Avenue between University 
Street and Union Street (also known as the 1300 
block of Terry Avenue); 
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 12. Eighth Avenue between Spring and 
Seneca Street (also known as the 1100 block of 8th 
Avenue); 
 13. Marion Street between 8th Avenue and 
9th Avenue (also known as the 800 block of Ma-
rion Street); 
 14. Columbia Street between Terry Ave-
nue and Boren Avenue (also known as the 1100 
block of Columbia Street); 
 15. Eighth Avenue between James Street 
and Columbia Street (also known as the 600 and 
700 blocks of 8th Avenue); 
 16. Ninth Avenue between James Street 
and Columbia Street (also known as the 600 and 
700 blocks of 9th Avenue); 
 17. Cherry Avenue between 7th Avenue 
and Boren Avenue (also known as the 700, 800, 
900 and 1000 blocks of 9th Avenue); 
 18. Terry Avenue between Spruce Street 
and Cherry Street (also known as the 150, 200, 
300, 400, 500 and 600 blocks of Terry Avenue); 
 19. Jefferson Street between 9th Avenue 
and Broadway (also known as the 900 and 1000 
blocks of Terrace Street); 
 20. Alder Street between 9th Avenue and 
Broadway (also known as the 900 and 1000 blocks 
of Alder Street); 
 21. Ninth Avenue between Spruce Street 
and Alder Street (also known as the 800 block of 
9th Avenue); 
 22. Spruce Street between 9th Avenue and 
Broadway (also known as the 900 block of Spruce 
Street); 
 23. Eighth Avenue between Yesler Way 
and Spruce Street (also known as the 100 block of 
8th Avenue); 
 24. Eighth Avenue South between East 
Yesler Way and I-5 (also known as the 100 block 
of 8th Avenue); 
 25. Yesler Way between I-5 and Broadway 
(also known as the 700 block of Yesler Way); 
 26. Broadway between Yesler Way and 
Alder Street (also known as the 100, 150 and 200 
blocks of Broadway); 
 27. East Yesler Way between Broadway 
and 10th Avenue (also known as the 900 block of 
East Yesler Way); 
 28. Tenth Avenue between East Yesler 
Way and East Jefferson Street (also known as the 
100, 150, 200, 300 and 400 blocks of 11th Ave-
nue); 

 29. Eleventh Avenue between East Fir 
Street and East Jefferson Street (also known as the 
150, 200, 300 and 400 blocks of 11th Avenue); 
 30. Twelfth Avenue between East Yesler 
and East Fir Street (also known as the 100 block of 
12th Avenue); 
 31. Twelfth Avenue between East James 
Court and East Cherry Street (also known as the 
600 block of 12th Avenue); 
 32. Fourteenth Avenue between East Yes-
ler Way and East Jefferson Street (also known as 
the 100, 200, 300 and 400 blocks of 14th Avenue); 
 33. Fourteenth Avenue between East Cher-
ry Street and East Union Street (also known as the 
700, 800, 900 and 1100 blocks of 14th Avenue); 
 34. Thirteenth Avenue between East Re-
mington Court and East Jefferson Street (also 
known as the 400 block of 13th Avenue); 
 35. Thirteenth Avenue between East Bar-
clay Court and East James Court (also known as 
the 800, 900 and 1100 blocks of 13th Avenue); 
 36. Eleventh Avenue between East Madi-
son Street and East Union Street (also known as 
the 1100 block of 11th Avenue); 
 37. South Washington Street between 10th 
Avenue and 12th Avenue South (also known as the 
1000 block of South Washington); 
 38. East Yesler Way between I-5 and 10th 
Avenue South (also known as the 700, 800 and 
900 blocks of East Yesler Way); 
 39. East Fir Street between 13th Avenue 
and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1300 block of 
East Fir Street); 
 40. East Fir Street between 13th Avenue 
and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1300 block of 
East Fir Street); 
 41. East Spruce Street between 10th Ave-
nue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1100, 
1200 and 1300 blocks of East Spruce Street); 
 42. East Alder Street between Broadway 
and 12th Avenue (also known as the 900, 1000 and 
1100 blocks of East Alder); 
 43. East Terrace Street between Broadway 
and 12th Avenue (also known as the 900, 1000 and 
1100 blocks of East Terrace Street); 
 44. East Remington Court between 12th 
Avenue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1200 
and 1300 blocks of East Remington Court); 
 45. East Jefferson Street between Broad-
way and 12th Avenue (also known as the 900, 
1000 and 1100 blocks of East Jefferson Street); 
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 46. East Barclay Court between 12th Ave-
nue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1200 
block of East Barclay Court); 
 47. East Marion Street between 12th Ave-
nue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1200 and 
1300 blocks of East Marion Street); 
 48. East Spring Street between 12th Ave-
nue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1200 and 
1300 blocks of East Spring Street); 
 49. East Union Street between 13th Ave-
nue and 14th Avenue (also known as the 1300 
block of East Union Street); 
 50. Broadway between East Terrace Street 
and East James (also known as the 400 and 500 
blocks of Broadway). 
 B. On these block segments listed in subsection 
A of this section, vehicles displaying disabled li-
cense plates or permits shall be exempt from RPZ 
restrictions. 
(Ord. 115995 § 22(part), 1991; Ord. 115352 §§ 1, 
2, 1990.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Section 1 of Ordinance 108354 is set out at Section 

11.16.315 of this Code. 
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Chapter 11.74 

LOADING AND LOAD REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.74.010 Loading in alleys. 
11.74.020 Truck load zone—

Commercial vehicles. 
11.74.030 Commercial load zone—

Usage. 
11.74.060 Certain loading or unloading 

prohibited. 
11.74.070 Dragging loads prohibited. 
11.74.075 Dumping loads. 
11.74.080 Damaging street surface. 
11.74.090 Loud noise. 
11.74.100 High temperatures. 
11.74.110 Open flame. 
11.74.120 Standing in morning peak-

hour restricted areas in 
downtown traffic-control 
zone. 

11.74.130 Special permits. 
11.74.140 Passenger vehicles—Outside 

load limits. 
11.74.150 Loads to be securely fastened. 
11.74.160 Driving a vehicle capable of 

dropping obstacles or debris 
prohibited. 

11.74.170 Cleaning roadway. 
 
11.74.010 Loading in alleys. 
 No person shall stop, stand or park a commer-
cial vehicle or a vehicle displaying a valid com-
mercial loading permit in any alley for any pur-
pose or length of time other than the expeditious 
unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of 
property and then in no case shall such parking 
for loading and unloading of property exceed 
thirty (30) minutes. 
(Ord. 114518 § 7, 1989: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.74.010), 1979.) 
 
11.74.020 Truck load zone—Commercial 

vehicles. 
 No person shall stop, stand, or park a commer-
cial vehicle for any purpose or length of time oth-
er than for the expeditious unloading and delivery 
or pick-up and loading of property in a truck load 
zone during the hours the zone restriction is in 
effect, and then in no case shall such parking for 
loading and unloading of property exceed thirty 

(30) minutes: Provided, that truck load zone re-
strictions are not effective on Sundays or legal 
holidays, except where otherwise indicated by 
appropriate signs. 
(Ord. 112076 § 5, 1984: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.74.020), 1979.) 
 
11.74.030 Commercial load zone—Usage. 
 No person shall stop a commercial vehicle or a 
vehicle displaying a valid commercial loading 
permit in a commercial load zone for any purpose 
or length of time other than for the expeditious 
unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of 
property. In no case shall such stopping for load-
ing and/or unloading of commercial products ex-
ceed thirty (30) minutes. Such time and loading 
limitations shall be in effect during the days and 
times displayed on the traffic signs or marking at 
the zone. 
(Ord. 114518 § 8, 1989.) 
 
11.74.060 Certain loading or unloading 

prohibited. 
 No person shall: 
 A. Load or unload any property: 
 1. From any vehicle to any railroad car, 
or 
 2. From any railroad car to any vehicle, 
or 
 3. From any vehicle to any other ve-
hicle; or 
 B. Load or unload any vehicle onto or from 
another vehicle to or from a street or alley, while 
such vehicle or vehicles are parked upon any 
street or alley without obtaining a permit for such 
operation as provided in Section 11.23.080. The 
permit is to be in the possession of the driver or 
crew engaged in such loading or unloading opera-
tion; provided, that the permit will not be re-
quired when the transfer of goods is to be made 
in areas where the Director of Engineering has 
designated such transfers permissible, or when 
done at the direction of an authorized peace of-
ficer or when occasioned by a mechanical break-
down of one of the motor vehicles. 
(Ord. 115995 § 20, 1991: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.74.060), 1979.) 
 
11.74.070 Dragging loads prohibited. 
 No person shall drag any property along or 
over any street or alley. 
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(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.070), 1979.) 
 
11.74.075 Dumping loads. 
 No person shall dump any load onto any street 
or alley without obtaining a street use permit1 for 
such dumping and any associated operations. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.075), 1979.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Street Use Ordinance provisions on permits are 

codified in Chapter 15.04 of this Code. 

 
11.74.080 Damaging street surface. 
 No person shall load or unload a vehicle in 
such a manner as to cause damage to the surface 
of any street or alley. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.080), 1979.) 
 
11.74.090 Loud noise. 
 No person shall load or transport any metals or 
metal vessels or materials in such a manner as to 
cause noises or the disturbance of the peace. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.090), 1979.) 
 
11.74.100 High temperatures. 
 No person shall transport open vessels of any 
liquid the temperature of which exceeds one hun-
dred thirty degrees Fahrenheit (130  F.). 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.100), 1979.) 
 
11.74.110 Open flame. 
 No person shall transport any burner or stove 
with open flame: Provided, that this prohibition 
will not be construed to prevent normal street 
maintenance operations. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.110), 1979.) 
 
11.74.120 Standing in morning peak-hour 

restricted areas in downtown 
traffic-control zone. 

 No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on 
any portion of any street or alley where signs are 
erected prohibiting parking as provided in Sec-
tion 11.72.300: Provided, that commercial ve-
hicles may park on those streets in the downtown 
traffic-control zone during morning peak traffic 
hours where signs are erected prohibiting parking 
between seven a.m. (7:00 a.m.) and nine a.m. 
(9:00 a.m.) for the purpose or length of time ne-
cessary for the expeditious unloading and deli-
very or pickup and loading of property, but in no 
case shall such parking for loading and unloading 

exceed thirty (30) minutes and: Provided, further, 
that this exception shall not apply to those streets 
or portions thereof where signs are erected prohi-
biting stops during specified times. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.120), 1979.) 
 
11.74.130 Special permits. 
 In places where, and at hours when, parallel 
parking for loading or unloading of property in a 
business district, on an arterial street or on a Me-
tro Transit route, is permitted under the provi-
sions of this subtitle, vehicles used for the trans-
portation or handling of property may be angle 
parked or backed to the curb for loading or un-
loading only when the owner or operator of such 
vehicle or the owner or lessee of the adjacent 
property holds a permit, provided for in Section 
11.23.080, authorizing him so to park. The permit 
shall be prominently displayed on the vehicle or 
on the adjacent property at the time the vehicle is 
so parked: Provided, that such permit shall only 
be valid during actual loading or unloading op-
erations. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.130), 1979.) 
 
11.74.140 Passenger vehicles—Outside 

load limits. 
 No passenger-type vehicle shall be operated on 
a street or alley with any load carried thereon ex-
tending beyond the line of the fenders on the left 
side of such vehicle nor extending more than six 
inches (6 ) beyond the line of the fenders on the 
right side thereof. (RCW 46.44.060) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.140), 1979.) 
 
11.74.150 Loads to be securely fastened. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle upon any 
street or alley without having the load thereon 
securely fastened and protected by safety chains 
or other device, and covered, tied down, confined 
or otherwise secured so as to prevent the material 
from spilling, escaping, or being deposited out-
side the vehicle. The City may enforce rules and 
regulations adopted by the State Commission on 
Equipment, which are adopted by reference and 
are on file with the City Clerk, as to what shall 
constitute adequate and safe chains or other de-
vices for the fastening and protection of loads 
upon vehicles. (Derived in part from RCW 
46.37.490) 

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 

 

(Ord. 116708 § 1, 1993: Ord.108200 
§ 2(11.74.150), 1979.) 
 
11.74.160 Driving a vehicle capable of 

dropping obstacles or debris 
prohibited. 

 No vehicle shall be driven or moved in any 
street or alley unless such vehicle is so con-
structed or loaded, and the load covered or tied 
down or confined or otherwise secured, as to pre-
vent any of the load from dropping, sifting, leak-
ing, spilling, or depositing any matter by drag-
ging, tracking, or otherwise escaping, except that 
sand may be dropped for the purpose of securing 
traction, or water or other substances may be 
sprinkled on a roadway in the cleaning or main-
taining of such roadway by the public authority 
having jurisdiction. (Derived in part from RCW 
46.61.655) 
(Ord. 116708 § 2, 1993: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.74.160), 1979.) 
 
11.74.170 Cleaning roadway. 
 Any person operating a vehicle from which 
any glass or objects have fallen or escaped, which 
would constitute an obstruction to or may injure a 
vehicle or otherwise endanger travel upon a street 
or alley shall immediately cause the street or al-
ley to be cleaned of all such glass or objects and 
shall pay any costs therefor. (RCW 46.61.655) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.74.170), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.76 

PARKING METER OPERATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.76.010 Deposit of coins and time 
limit. 

11.76.015 Parking prohibited when 
meter indicates violation. 

11.76.020 Parking longer than time 
limit. 

11.76.030 Other parking restrictions 
must be observed. 

11.76.040 Illegal use. 
11.76.050 Tampering with meter. 

 
11.76.010 Deposit of coins and time limit. 
 A. No person shall park a vehicle in any park-
ing space upon a street alongside of and next to 

which a parking meter has been installed during 
the restricted and regulated time applicable to the 
parking meter unless a coin or coins of United 
States currency of the appropriate denominations 
as indicated in the legend on the meter shall have 
been deposited therein, or shall have been pre-
viously deposited therein for an unexpired inter-
val of time, and the meter has been placed in op-
eration. 
 B. No person shall permit a vehicle within his 
control to be parked in any parking meter space 
during the restricted and regulated time applica-
ble to that meter space while the parking meter 
for such space indicates by signal that the lawful 
parking time in such space has expired. 
 C. This section shall not apply to the act of 
parking or the necessary time which is required to 
deposit immediately thereafter a coin or coins in 
such meter or to the parking of certified carpool 
vehicles in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 11.23.410. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.76.010), 1979.) 
 
11.76.015 Parking prohibited when meter 

indicates violation. 
 A. No person shall stop, stand, or park, or 
permit a vehicle within his control to be parked in 
any parking meter space while the parking meter 
for such space displays the words “Violation,” or 
“Expired.” 
 B. This section shall not apply to the act of 
parking or the necessary time which is required to 
activate the timer on the parking meter or to the 
parking of certified carpool vehicles in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 11.23.410. 
(Ord. 112261 § 1, 1985: Ord. 110956 § 2, 1982.) 
 
11.76.020 Parking longer than time limit. 
 It is unlawful for any person to park a vehicle 
in any such parking meter space for a consecutive 
period of time longer than that limited period of 
time for which parking is lawfully permitted in 
the parking meter space as indicated in the legend 
on the parking meter, irrespective of the number 
or amounts of the coins deposited in such meter; 
provided, that this section shall not apply to the 
parking of certified carpool vehicles in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 11.23.410. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.76.020), 1979.) 
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11.76.030 Other parking restrictions must 
be observed. 

 The provisions of this chapter shall not relieve 
any person from the duty to observe other and/or 
more restrictive provisions of this subtitle prohi-
biting or limiting the stopping, standing or park-
ing of vehicles in specified places or at specified 
times. (UVC 22-4(d)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.76.030), 1979.) 
 
11.76.040 Illegal use. 
 No person shall deposit or cause to be depo-
sited in any parking meter any slug, button or any 
other device or substance as substitutes for coins 
of the United States. (UVC 22-5) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.76.040), 1979.) 
 
11.76.050 Tampering with meter. 
 No person shall tamper with or open any park-
ing meter. (UVC 22-6) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.76.050), 1979.) 
 
 

Part 8 

EQUIPMENT REGULATIONS 
 

Chapter 11.80 

TRUCK, TRAILER AND STAGE 

EQUIPMENT REGULATIONS 
 
Sections: 

11.80.020 Liability of operator and 
owner for violations. 

11.80.060 Additional equipment 
required on certain vehicles. 

11.80.080 Color of clearance lamps, 
side marker lamps, back-up 
lamps and reflectors. 

11.80.100 Mounting of reflectors. 
11.80.120 Visibility of reflectors, 

clearance lamps and side 
marker lamps. 

11.80.140 Certain vehicles to carry 
flares or other warning 
devices. 

11.80.160 Display of warning devices 
when vehicle disabled. 

 

11.80.020 Liability of operator and owner 
for violations. 

 Whenever an act or omission is declared to be 
unlawful in Chapters 11.80 through 11.86, both 
the owner and the driver shall be liable for failure 
to comply with such sections, and the conviction 
of the driver shall not exonerate the owner. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.80.020), 1979.) 
 
11.80.060 Additional equipment required 

on certain vehicles. 
 In addition to other required equipment, the 
following vehicles shall be equipped as stated in 
this section: 
 A. Buses, trucks, motor homes, and motor 
vehicles with mounted campers eighty (80) inch-
es or more in overall width: 
 1. On the front, two (2) clearance lamps, 
one (1) at each side, and on vehicles manufac-
tured or assembled after January 1, 1964, three 
(3) identification lamps meeting the specifica-
tions of subsection (G) of this section; 
 2. On the rear, two (2) clearance lamps, 
one (1) at each side, and after January 1, 1964, 
three (3) identification lamps meeting the specifi-
cations of subsection G of this section; 
 3. On each side, two (2) side marker 
lamps, one (1) at or near the front and one (1) at 
or near the rear; 
 4. On each side, two (2) reflectors, one 
(1) at or near the front and one (1) at or near the 
rear. 
 B. Trailers and semitrailers eighty (80) inches 
or more in overall width: 
 1. On the front, two (2) clearance lamps, 
one (1) at each side; 
 2. On the rear, two (2) clearance lamps, 
one (1) at each side, and after January 1, 1964, 
three (3) identification lamps meeting the specifi-
cations of subsection G of this section; 
 3. On each side, two (2) side marker 
lamps, one (1) at or near the front and one (1) at 
or near the rear; 
 4. On each side, two (2) reflectors, one 
(1) at or near the front and one (1) at or near the 
rear: Provided, that a mobile home need not be 
equipped with two (2) side marker lamps or two 
(2) side reflectors while operated under the terms 
of a special permit authorized by RCW 
46.44.090. 
 C. Truck tractors: 
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 On the front, two (2) cab clearance lamps, one 
(1) at each side, and on vehicles manufactured or 
assembled after January 1, 1964, three (3) identi-
fication lamps meeting the specifications of sub-
division (G) of this section. 
 D. Trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers thirty 
(30) feet or more in overall length: 
 One (1) on each side, one (1) amber side mark-
er lamp and one (1) amber reflector, centrally lo-
cated with respect to the length of the vehicle: 
Provided, that a mobile home need not be 
equipped with such side marker lamp or reflector 
while operated under the terms of a special per-
mit authorized by RCW 46.44.090. 
 E. Pole trailers: 
 1. On each side, one (1) amber side 
marker lamp at or near the front of the load; 
 2. One (1) amber reflector at or near the 
front of the load; 
 3. On the rearmost support for the load, 
one (1) combination marker lamp showing amber 
to the front and red to the rear and side, mounted 
to indicate the maximum width of the pole trailer. 
 F. Boat trailers eighty (80) inches or more in 
overall width: 
 1. One (1) on each side, at or near the 
midpoint, one (1) clearance lamp performing the 
function of both a front and rear clearance lamp; 
 2. On the rear, after June 1, 1978, three 
(3) identification lamps meeting the specifica-
tions of subsection G of this section; 
 3. One (1) on each side, two (2) side 
marker lamps, one (1) at or near the front and one 
(1) at or near the rear; 
 4. On each side, two (2) reflectors, one 
(1) at or near the front and one (1) at or near the 
rear. 
 G. Whenever required or permitted by this 
chapter, identification lamps shall be grouped in a 
horizontal row, with lamp centers spaced not less 
than six (6) nor more than twelve (12) inches  
apart, and mounted on the permanent structure of 
the vehicle as close as practicable to the vertical 
centerline: Provided, however, that where the cab 
of a vehicle is not more than forty-two (42) inch-
es wide at the front roof line, a single identifica-
tion lamp at the center of the cab shall be deemed 
to comply with the requirements for front identi-
fication lamps. (RCW 46.37.090) 
(Ord. 109475 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.80.060), 1979.) 

 
11.80.080 Color of clearance lamps, side 

marker lamps, back-up lamps 
and reflectors. 

 A. Front clearance lamps and those marker 
lamps and reflectors mounted on the front or on 
the side near the front of a vehicle shall display or 
reflect an amber color. 
 B. Rear clearance lamps and those marker 
lamps and reflectors mounted on the rear or on 
the sides near the rear of a vehicle shall display or 
reflect a red color. 
 C. All lighting devices and reflectors mounted 
on the rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect 
a red color, except the stop lamp or other signal 
device, which may be red, amber or yellow, and 
except on any vehicle forty (40) or more years 
old, or on any motorcycle regardless of age, the 
taillight may also contain a blue or purple insert 
not more than one (1) inch in diameter, and ex-
cept that the light illuminating the license plate 
shall be white and the light emitted by a back-up 
lamp shall be white or amber. (RCW 46.37.100) 
(Ord. 120885 § 10, 2002; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.80.080), 1979.) 
 
11.80.100 Mounting of reflectors. 
 A. Reflectors when required by Section 
11.80.060 shall be mounted at a height not less 
than twenty-four (24) inches and not higher than 
sixty (60) inches above the ground on which the 
vehicle stands, except that if the highest part of 
the permanent structure of the vehicle is less than 
twenty-four (24) inches the reflector at such point 
shall be mounted as high as that part of the per-
manent structure will permit. 
 B. The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be 
mounted on each side of the bolster or the load. 
 C. Any required red reflector on the rear of a 
vehicle may be incorporated with the taillamp, 
but such reflector shall meet all the other reflector 
requirements of this chapter. 
 D. Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the 
permanent structure of the vehicle in such a man-
ner as to indicate the extreme height and width of 
the vehicle. When rear identification lamps are 
required and are mounted as high as is practica-
ble, rear clearance lamps may be mounted at op-
tional height, and when the mounting of front 
clearance lamps results in such lamps failing to 
indicate the extreme width of the trailer, such 
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lamps may be mounted at optional height but 
must indicate, as near as practicable, the extreme 
width of the trailer. Clearance lamps on truck 
tractors shall be located so as to indicate the ex-
treme width of the truck tractor cab. Clearance 
lamps and side marker lamps may be mounted in 
combination provided illumination is given as 
required herein with reference to both: Provided, 
that no rear clearance lamp may be combined in 
any shell or housing with any taillamp or identifi-
cation lamp. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.80.100), 1979.) 
 
11.80.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance 

lamps and side marker lamps. 
 A. Every reflector upon any vehicle referred 
to in Section 11.80.060 shall be of such size and 
physical and operational characteristics and so 
maintained as to be readily visible at nighttime 
from all distances within six hundred feet (600 ) 
to one hundred feet (100 ) from the vehicle when 
directly in front of lawful upper beams of head-
lamps, except that the visibility for reflectors on 
vehicles manufactured or assembled prior to Jan-
uary 1, 1970, shall be measured in front of the 
lawful upper beams of headlamps. Reflectors re-
quired to be mounted on the sides of the vehicle 
shall reflect the required color of light to the 
sides, and those mounted on the rear shall reflect 
a red color to the rear. 
 B. Front and rear clearance lamps and identi-
fication lamps shall be capable of being seen and 
distinguished under normal atmospheric condi-
tions at the times lights are required at all dis-
tances between five hundred feet (500 ) and fifty 
feet (50 ) from the front and rear, respectively, of 
the vehicle. 
 C. Side marker lamps shall be capable of be-
ing seen and distinguished under normal atmos-
pheric conditions at the time lights are required at 
all distances between five hundred feet (500 ) and 
fifty feet (50 ) from the side of the vehicle on 
which mounted. (RCW 46.37.120) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.80.120), 1979.) 
 
11.80.140 Certain vehicles to carry flares 

or other warning devices. 
 A. No person shall operate any motor truck, 
passenger bus, truck tractor, motor home, or tra-
vel trailer over eighty inches (80 ) in overall 
width upon any street or alley at any time unless 

there shall be carried in such vehicle the follow-
ing equipment except as provided in subsection 
B: 
 1. a. At least three (3) flares or three (3) 
red electric lanterns or three (3) portable red 
emergency reflectors, each of which shall be ca-
pable of being seen and distinguished at a dis-
tance of not less than six hundred feet (600 ) un-
der normal atmospheric conditions at nighttime. 
 b. No flare, fuses, electric lantern or 
cloth warning flag shall be used for the purpose 
of compliance with the requirements of this sec-
tion unless such equipment is of a type which has 
been approved by the State Commission on 
Equipment and approved by it. No portable ref-
lector unit shall be used for the purpose of com-
pliance with the requirements of this section un-
less it is so designed and constructed as to be ca-
pable of reflecting red light clearly visible from 
all distances within six hundred feet (600 ) to one 
hundred feet (100 ) under normal atmospheric 
conditions at night when directly in front of law-
ful upper beams of headlamps, and unless it is of 
a type which has been approved by the State 
Commission on Equipment and approved by it; 
 2. At least three (3) red-burning fuses 
unless red electric lanterns or red portable emer-
gency reflectors are carried; 
 3. At least two (2) red cloth flags, not 
less than twelve inches (12 ) square, with stan-
dards to support such flags. 
 B. No person shall operate at the time and 
under the conditions stated in subsection A any 
motor vehicle used for the transportation of ex-
plosives, any cargo tank truck used for the trans-
portation of flammable liquids or compressed 
gases or liquefied gases, or any motor vehicle 
using compressed gas as a fuel unless there shall 
be carried in such vehicle three (3) red electric 
lanterns or three (3) portable red emergency ref-
lectors meeting the requirements of subsection A 
and there shall not be carried in any said vehicle 
any flares, fuses or signal produced by flame. 
(RCW 46.37.440) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.80.140), 1979.) 
 
11.80.160 Display of warning devices 

when vehicle disabled. 
 A. Whenever any motor truck, passenger bus, 
truck tractor over eighty inches (80 ) in overall 
width, trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer is dis-

Seattle Municipal Code 

December 2002 code update file 

Text provided for historic reference only. 

 
See ordinances creating and amending  

sections for complete text, graphics,  

and tables and to confirm accuracy of 

this source file. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For current SMC, contact  

the Office of the City Clerk 



 

 

abled upon the traveled portion of any street or 
alley or the shoulder thereof at any time when 
lighted lamps are required on vehicles the driver 
of such vehicle shall display the following warn-
ing devices upon the street or alley during the 
time the vehicle is so disabled on the street or 
alley except as provided in subsection B: 
 1. A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric 
lantern or a portable red emergency reflector shall 
be immediately placed at the traffic side of the 
vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching 
traffic. 
 2. As soon thereafter as possible but in 
any event within the burning period of the fusee 
(fifteen (15) minutes), the driver shall place three 
(3) liquid-burning flares (pot torches), or three (3) 
lighted red electric lanterns or three (3) portable 
red emergency reflectors on the traveled portion 
of the street or alley in the following order: 
 a. One (1), approximately one hundred 
feet (100 ) from the disabled vehicle in the center 
of the lane occupied by such vehicle and toward 
traffic approaching in that lane; 
 b. One (1), approximately one hundred 
feet (100 ) in the opposite direction from the dis-
abled vehicle and in the center of the traffic lane 
occupied by such vehicle; 
 c. One (1) at the traffic side of the dis-
abled vehicle not less than ten feet (10 ) rearward 
or forward thereof in the direction of the nearest 
approaching traffic. If a lighted red electric lan-
tern or a red portable emergency reflector has 
been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in 
accordance with paragraph 2a of this subsection, 
it may be used for this purpose. 
 B. Whenever any vehicle referred to in this 
section is disabled within five hundred feet (500 ) 
of a curve, hill crest or other obstruction to view, 
the warning signal in that direction shall be so 
placed as to afford ample warning to other users 
of the street or alley but in no case less than five 
hundred feet (500 ) from the disabled vehicle. 
 C. 1. Whenever any vehicle of a type re-
ferred to in this section is disabled upon any 
roadway of a divided street during the time that 
lights are required, the appropriate warning de-
vices prescribed in subsections A and E of this 
section shall be placed as follows: 
 2. One (1) at a distance of approximate-
ly two hundred feet (200 ) from the vehicle in the 
center of the lane occupied by the stopped vehicle 

and in the direction of traffic approaching in that 
lane; one (1) at a distance of approximately one 
hundred feet (100 ) from the vehicle, in the center 
of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the di-
rection of traffic approaching in that lane; one (1) 
at the traffic side of the vehicle and approximate-
ly ten feet (10 ) from the vehicle in the direction 
of the nearest approaching traffic. 
 D. Whenever any vehicle of a type referrred 
to in this section is disabled upon the traveled 
portion of a street or alley or the shoulder thereof 
at any time when the display of fuses, flares, red 
electric lanterns or portable red emergency reflec-
tors is not required, the driver of the vehicle shall 
display two (2) red flags upon the roadway in the 
lane of traffic occupied by the disabled vehicle, 
one (1) at a distance of approximately one hun-
dred feet (100 ) in advance of the vehicle, and 
one (1) at a distance of approximately one hun-
dred feet (100 ) to the rear of the vehicle. 
 E. Whenever any motor vehicle used in the 
transportation of explosives or any cargo tank 
truck used for the transportation of any flamma-
ble liquid or compressed flammable gas, or any 
motor vehicle using compressed gas as a fuel, is 
disabled upon a street or alley at any time or 
place mentioned in subsection A, the driver of 
such vehicle shall immediately display the fol-
lowing warning devices: One (1) red electric lan-
tern or portable red emergency reflector placed 
on the roadway at the traffic side of the vehicle, 
and two (2) red electric lanterns or portable red 
reflectors, one (1) placed approximately one hun-
dred feet (100 ) to the front and one (1) placed 
approximately one hundred feet (100 ) to the rear 
of the disabled vehicle in the center of the traffic 
lane occupied by such vehicle. Flares, fusees or 
signals produced by flame shall not be used as 
warning devices for disabled vehicles of the type 
mentioned in this paragraph. 
 F. The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, 
portable red emergency reflectors and flags to be 
displayed as required in this section shall con-
form with the requirements of Section 11.80.140 
applicable thereto. (RCW 46.37.450) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.80.160), 1979.) 
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Chapter 11.82 

VEHICLE LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
 
Sections: 

11.82.020 Scope and effect of 
regulations. 

11.82.040 When lighted lamps and 
signaling devices are 
required. 

11.82.060 Headlamps on motor 
vehicles. 

11.82.080 Visibility distance. 
11.82.100 Height of headlamps. 
11.82.120 Mounting height of lamps. 
11.82.140 Multiple beam and road-

lighting equipment. 
11.82.160 Lighting equipment on 

motor-driven cycles. 
11.82.180 Taillamps. 
11.82.200 Taillamp height. 
11.82.220 License plate lamp. 
11.82.240 Lamps, reflectors, and flags 

on projecting load. 
11.82.260 Lamps on overwidth load. 
11.82.280 Lamps on overlength load. 
11.82.300 Lamps on parked vehicle. 
11.82.320 High beam prohibited on 

parked vehicle. 
11.82.340 Lamps and reflectors on 

other vehicles and 
equipment—Slow-moving 
vehicle emblem on animal-
drawn vehicles. 

11.82.360 Stop lamps. 
11.82.380 Electric turn signals. 
11.82.400 Stop lamps required. 
11.82.420 Electric turn signals 

required. 
11.82.430 Additional lighting 

equipment. 
11.82.440 Red flashing lights on Fire 

Department vehicles. 
11.82.460 Green light on firemen’s 

private cars. 
11.82.480 Fire department sign or plate 

on private car. 
11.82.500 Green light sign or plate—

Identification card required. 

11.82.520 Red lights on emergency 
vehicles, school buses, private 
carrier buses, police 
vehicles—Sirens on 
emergency vehicles—Blue 
lights authorized on certain 
police vehicles—Driver’s 
duty to yield and stop. 

11.82.530 Red lights on emergency tow 
trucks. 

11.82.540 Special lighting equipment on 
school buses and private 
carrier buses. 

11.82.560 Maintenance equipment 
lamps. 

11.82.580 Reflectors. 
11.82.600 Mounting of reflectors. 

 
11.82.020 Scope and effect of regulations. 
 A. It is unlawful for any person to drive or 
move, or for the owner of a vehicle to cause or 
knowingly permit to be driven or moved, on any 
street or alley, any vehicle or combination of ve-
hicles which: (1) is in such unsafe condition as to 
endanger any person, or (2) which is not properly 
equipped as required by Chapters 11.80 through 
11.86. 
 B. Nothing contained in Chapters 11.80 
through 11.86 shall be construed to prohibit the 
use of additional parts and accessories on any 
vehicle not inconsistent with the provisions of 
Chapters 11.80 through 11.86. 
 C. The provisions of Chapters 11.80 through 
11.86 with respect to equipment on vehicles shall 
not apply to implements of husbandry, road ma-
chinery, road rollers or farm tractors except as 
herein made applicable. (RCW 46.37.010) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.020), 1979.) 
 
11.82.040 When lighted lamps and 

signaling devices are required. 
 Every vehicle upon a street or alley at any time 
from a half hour after sunset to a half hour before 
sunrise and at any other time when, due to insuf-
ficient light or unfavorable atmospheric condi-
tions, persons and vehicles on the street or alley 
are not clearly discernible at a distance of five 
hundred feet (500 ) ahead shall display lighted 
lamps and illuminating devices as respectively 
required in this chapter and Chapter 11.80 for 
different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions 
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with respect to parked vehicles, and further stop-
lights, turn signals and other signaling devices 
shall be lighted as prescribed for the use of such 
devices: Provided, that motorcycles and motor-
driven cycles shall meet the requirements of Sec-
tion 11.57.220. (RCW 46.37.020) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.040), 1979.) 
 
11.82.060 Headlamps on motor vehicles. 
 Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle or 
motor-driven cycle shall be equipped with at least 
two (2) headlamps with at least one (1) on each 
side of the front of the motor vehicle, which 
headlamps shall comply with the requirements 
and limitations set forth in this chapter. (RCW 
46.37.040(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.060), 1979.) 
 
11.82.080 Visibility distance. 
 Whenever requirement is declared as to dis-
tance from which certain lamps and devices shall 
render objects visible or within which such lamps 
or devices shall be visible, the provisions shall 
apply a half hour after sunset until a half hour 
before sunrise and at any other time when due to 
insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric 
conditions, persons and vehicles on the street or 
alley are not clearly discernible at a distance of 
five hundred feet ahead (500 ), in respect to a ve-
hicle without load when upon a straight level, 
unlighted street or alley under normal atmospher-
ic conditions. (RCW 46.37.030(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.080), 1979.) 
 
11.82.100 Height of headlamps. 
 Every headlamp upon every motor vehicle 
shall be located at a height measured from the 
center of the headlamp of not more than fifty-four 
inches (54 ) nor less than twenty-four inches 
(24 ) to be measured as set forth in Section 
11.82.120. (RCW 46.37.040(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.100), 1979.) 
 
11.82.120 Mounting height of lamps. 
 Whenever a requirement in this chapter or 
Chapter 11.80 is declared as to the mounted 
height of lamps or devices it shall mean from the 
center of such lamp or device to the level ground 
upon which the vehicle stands when such vehicle 
is without a load. (RCW 46.37.030(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.120), 1979.) 

 
11.82.140 Multiple beam and road-

lighting equipment. 
 Except as hereinafter provided, the headlamps 
or the auxiliary driving lamp or the auxiliary 
passing lamp or combination thereof on motor 
vehicles shall be so arranged that the driver may 
select at will between distribution of light pro-
jected to different elevations and such lamps may 
be so arranged that such selection can be made 
automatically subject to the following limitations: 
 A. There shall be an uppermost distribution of 
light, or composite beam, so aimed and of such 
intensity as to reveal persons and vehicles at a 
distance of four hundred fifty feet (450 ) ahead 
for all conditions of loading. 
 B. There shall be a lowermost distribution of 
light, or composite beam, so aimed and of suffi-
cient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a 
distance of one hundred fifty feet (150 ) ahead; 
and on a straight level road under any conditions 
of loading none of the high intensity portion of 
the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of an 
approaching driver. 
 C. Every new motor vehicle, registered in this 
state after January 1, 1948, which has multiple-
beam road-lighting equipment shall be equipped 
with a beam indicator, which shall be lighted 
whenever the uppermost distribution of light 
from the headlamps is in use, and shall not oth-
erwise be lighted. The indicator shall be so de-
signed and located that when lighted it will be 
readily visible without glare to the driver of the 
vehicle so equipped. (RCW 46.37.220) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.140), 1979.) 
 
11.82.160 Lighting equipment on motor-

driven cycles. 
 The headlamp or headlamps upon every motor-
driven cycle may be the single-beam or multiple-
beam type but in either event shall comply with 
the requirements and limitations as follows: 
 A. Every headlamp or headlamps on a motor-
driven cycle shall be of a sufficient intensity to 
reveal a person or a vehicle at a distance of not 
less than one hundred feet (100 ) when the motor-
driven cycle is operating at any speed less than 
twenty-five (25) miles per hour and at a distance 
of not less than two hundred feet (200 ) when the 
motor-driven cycle is operated at a speed of 
twenty-five (25) or more miles per hour, and at a 
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distance of not less than three hundred feet (300 ) 
when the motor-driven cycle is operated at a 
speed of thirty-five (35) or more miles per hour. 
 B. In the event the motor-driven cycle is 
equipped with a multiple-beam headlamp or 
headlamps the upper beam shall meet the mini-
mum requirements set forth above and shall not 
exceed the limitations set forth in Section 
11.82.140 A and the lowermost beam shall meet 
the requirements applicable to a lowermost dis-
tribution of light as set forth in Section 11.82.140 
B. 
 C. In the event the motor-driven cycle is 
equipped with a single-beam lamp or lamps, the 
lamp or lamps shall be so aimed that when the 
vehicle is loaded none of the high-intensity por-
tion of light, at a distance of twenty-five feet (25 ) 
ahead, shall project higher than the level of the 
center of the lamp from which it comes. (RCW 
46.37.250) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.160), 1979.) 
 
11.82.180 Taillamps. 
 Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and 
pole trailer, and any other vehicle which is being 
drawn at the end of a combination of vehicles, 
shall be equipped with at least two (2) taillamps 
mounted on the rear, which when lighted as re-
quired in Section 11.82.040 shall emit a red light 
plainly visible from a distance of one thousand 
feet (1,000 ) to the rear, except that passenger 
cars manufactured or assembled prior to January 
1, 1939, and motorcycles and motor-driven 
cycles, shall have at least one (1) taillamp. On a 
combination of vehicles only the taillamps on the 
rearmost vehicle need actually be seen from the 
distance specified. On vehicles equipped with 
more than one (1) taillamp, the lamps shall be 
mounted on the same level and as widely spaced 
laterally as practicable. (RCW 46.37.050(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.180), 1979.) 
 
11.82.200 Taillamp height. 
 Every taillamp upon every vehicle shall be lo-
cated at a height of not more than seventy-two 
inches (72 ) nor less than twenty inches (20 ). 
(RCW 46.37.050(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.200), 1979.) 
 

11.82.220 License plate lamp. 
 Either a taillamp or a separate lamp shall be so 
constructed and placed as to illuminate with a 
white light the rear license plate and render it 
clearly legible from a distance of fifty feet (50 ) 
to the rear. Any taillamp or taillamps, together 
with any separate lamp or lamps for illuminating 
the rear license plate, shall be so wired as to be 
lighted whenever the headlamps or auxiliary driv-
ing lamps are lighted. (RCW 46.37.050(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.220), 1979.) 
 
11.82.240 Lamps, reflectors, and flags on 

projecting load. 
 Whenever the load on any vehicle extends to 
the rear four feet (4 ) or more beyond the bed or 
body of such vehicle there shall be displayed at 
the extreme rear end of the load, at the times spe-
cified in Section 11.82.040, two (2) red lamps, 
visible from a distance of at least five hundred 
feet (500 ) to the rear, two (2) red reflectors visi-
ble at night from all distances within six hundred 
feet (600 ) to one hundred feet (100 ) to the rear 
when directly in front of lawful lower beams of 
headlamps, and located so as to indicate maxi-
mum width, and on each side one (1) red lamp, 
visible from a distance of at least five hundred 
feet (500 ) to the side, located so as to indicate 
maximum overhang. There shall be displayed at 
all other times on any vehicle having a load 
which extends beyond its sides or more than four 
feet (4 ) beyond its rear, red flags, not less than 
twelve inches (12 ) square, marking the extremi-
ties of such loads, at each point where a lamp 
would otherwise be required by Section 
11.82.040. (RCW 46.37.040) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.240), 1979.) 
 
11.82.260 Lamps on overwidth load. 
 On every overwidth load clearance lamps shall 
be displayed on the front and on the rear of the 
load, one (1) at each side during the time speci-
fied in Section 11.82.040. There shall be dis-
played such additional lamps as may be required 
to obtain spacing of not to exceed eight feet (8 ) 
between the centers of the lamps. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.260), 1979.) 
 
11.82.280 Lamps on overlength load. 
 On every overlength load red marker lamps 
shall be displayed on each side of the load during 
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the time specified in Section 11.82.040. There 
shall be displayed such additional lamps as may 
be required to obtain spacing of not to exceed 
twenty feet (20 ) between the center of the lamps. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.280), 1979.) 
 
11.82.300 Lamps on parked vehicle. 
 Every vehicle shall be equipped with one (1) or 
more lamps, which, when lighted, shall display a 
white or amber light visible from a distance of 
one thousand feet (1,000 ) to the front of the ve-
hicle, and a red light visible from a distance of 
one thousand feet (1,000 ) to the rear of the ve-
hicle. The location of the lamp or lamps shall be 
such that at least one (1) lamp or combination of 
lamps meeting the requirements of this section is 
installed as near as practicable to the side of the 
vehicle which is closest to passing traffic. (RCW 
46.37.150(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.300), 1979.) 
 
11.82.320 High beam prohibited on 

parked vehicle. 
 Any lighted headlamps upon a parked vehicle 
shall be depressed or dimmed. (RCW 
46.37.150(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.320), 1979.) 
 
11.82.340 Lamps and reflectors on other 

vehicles and equipment—Slow-
moving vehicle emblem on 
animal-drawn vehicles. 

 A. Every vehicle, including animal-drawn ve-
hicles and vehicles referred to in Section 
11.82.020 C not specifically required by the pro-
visions of Chapters 11.80 and 11.82 to be 
equipped with lamps, or other lighting devices, 
shall at all times specified in Section 11.82.040 
be equipped with at least one (1) lamp displaying 
a white light visible from a distance of not less 
than one thousand feet (1,000 ) to the front of the 
vehicle, and shall also be equipped with two (2) 
lamps displaying a red light visible from a dis-
tance of not less than one thousand feet (1,000 ) 
to the rear of the vehicle, or as an alternative, one 
(1) lamp displaying a red light visible from a dis-
tance of not less than one thousand feet (1,000 ) 
to the rear and two (2) red reflectors visible from 
all distances of six hundred (600) to one hundred 
feet (100 ) to the rear when illuminated by the 
upper beams of headlamps. (RCW 46.37.170) 

 B. After June 1, 1978 every animal-drawn 
vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a slow-
moving vehicle emblem complying with RCW 
46.37.160(7). 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.340), 1979.) 
 
11.82.360 Stop lamps. 
 Any vehicle may be equipped and when re-
quired under this chapter shall be equipped with a 
stop lamp or lamps on the rear of the vehicle 
which shall display a red or amber light, or any 
shade of color between red and amber, visible 
from a distance of not less than one hundred feet 
(100 ) and on any vehicle manufactured or as-
sembled after January 1, 1964, three hundred feet 
(300 ) to the rear in normal sunlight, and which 
shall be actuated upon application of a service 
brake, and which may but need not be incorpo-
rated with one (1) or more other rear lamps. 
(RCW 46.37.200(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.360), 1979.) 
 
11.82.380 Electric turn signals. 
 Any vehicle may be equipped and when re-
quired under Section 11.82.420 shall be equipped 
with electric turn signals which shall indicate an 
intention to turn by flashing lights showing to the 
front and rear of a vehicle or on a combination of 
vehicles on the side of the vehicle or combination 
toward which the turn is to be made. The lamps 
showing to the front shall be mounted on the 
same level and as widely spaced laterally as prac-
ticable and, when signaling, shall emit amber 
light: Provided, that on any vehicle manufactured 
prior to January 1, 1969, the lamps showing to 
the front may emit white or amber light, or any 
shade of color between white and amber. The 
lamp showing to the rear shall be mounted on the 
same level and as widely spaced laterally as prac-
ticable, and, when signaling, shall emit a red or 
amber light, or any shade of color between red 
and amber. Turn signal lamps shall be visible 
from a distance of not less than five hundred feet 
(500 ) to the front and rear in normal sunlight. 
Turn signal lamps may, but need not be, incorpo-
rated in other lamps on the vehicle. (RCW 
46.37.200(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.380), 1979.) 
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11.82.400 Stop lamps required. 
 Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and 
pole trailer shall be equipped with two (2) or 
more stop lamps meeting the requirements of 
Sections 11.82.360 and 11.82.380, except that 
passenger cars manufactured or assembled prior 
to January 1, 1964, and motorcycles and motor-
driven cycles shall be equipped with at least one 
(1) such stop lamp. On a combination of vehicles, 
only the stop lamps on the rearmost vehicle need 
actually be seen from the distance specified in 
Section 11.82.360. (RCW 46.37.070(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.400), 1979.) 
 
11.82.420 Electric turn signals required. 
 Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and 
pole trailer shall be equipped with electric turn-
signal lamps meeting the requirements of Section 
11.82.380, except that motor vehicles, trailers, 
semitrailers and pole trailers manufactured or as-
sembled prior to January 1, 1954, and motor-
cycles and motor-driven cycles need not be 
equipped with electric turn-signal lamps: Pro-
vided, that any motor vehicle in use on a street or 
alley shall be equipped with a signal lamp or 
lamps or mechanical signal device when the dis-
tance from the center of the top of the steering 
post to the left outside limit of the body, cab, or 
load of such motor vehicle exceeds twenty-four 
inches (24 ), or when the distance from the center 
of the top of the steering post to the rear limit of 
the body or load thereof exceeds fourteen feet 
(14 ). The latter measurement shall apply to any 
single vehicle, and also to any combination of 
vehicles. (RCW 46.37.070(2)) (46.61.310(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.420), 1979.) 
 
11.82.430 Additional lighting equipment. 
 A. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with 
not more than two (2) side cowl or fender lamps 
which shall emit an amber or white light without 
glare. 
 B. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with 
not more than one (1) running-board courtesy 
lamp on each side thereof which shall emit a 
white or amber light without glare. 
 C. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with 
one (1) or more back-up lamps either separately 
or in combination with other lamps, but any such 
back-up lamp or lamps shall not be lighted when 
the motor vehicle is in forward motion. 

 D. Any vehicle may be equipped with one (1) 
or more side marker lamps, and any such lamp 
may be flashed in conjunction with turn or vehi-
cular hazard warning signals. Side marker lamps 
located toward the front of a vehicle shall be 
amber, and side marker lamps located toward the 
rear shall be red. 
 E. Any vehicle eighty inches (80 ) or more in 
overall width, if not otherwise required by Sec-
tion 11.82.060, may be equipped with not more 
than three (3) identification lamps showing to the 
front which shall emit an amber light without 
glare and not more than three (3) identification 
lamps showing to the rear which shall emit a red 
light without glare. Such lamps shall be mounted 
as specified in Section 11.80.060(6)) (RCW 
46.37.210) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.430), 1979.) 
 
11.82.440 Red flashing lights on Fire 

Department vehicles. 
 All Fire Department vehicles in service shall 
be identified by red lights of an intermittent flash-
ing type, visible from both front and rear for a 
distance of five hundred feet (500 ) under normal 
atmospheric conditions. Such red flashing lights 
shall be well separated from the headlights so that 
they will not black out when headlights are on. 
Such red flashing lights shall be in operation at 
all times when such vehicle is on emergency sta-
tus. (RCW 46.37.184) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.440), 1979.) 
 
11.82.460 Green light on firemen’s private 

cars. 
 Firemen, when approved by the chief of their 
respective service, shall be authorized to use a 
green light on the front of their private cars when 
on emergency duty only. Such green light shall 
be visible for a distance of two hundred feet 
(200 ) under normal atmospheric conditions and 
shall be of a type and mounting approved by the 
State Commission on Equipment. The use of the 
green light shall only be for the purpose of identi-
fication and the operator of a vehicle so equipped 
shall not be entitled to any of the privileges pro-
vided in Section 11.12.080 for the operators of 
authorized emergency vehicles. (RCW 
46.37.185) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.460), 1979.) 
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11.82.480 Fire department sign or plate 
on private car. 

 A. No private vehicle bearing a sign or plate 
indicating an official relationship with a Fire De-
partment shall be driven or operated on any street 
or alley except when the owner thereof is a bona 
fide member of a Fire Department. 
 B. Any sign or plate indicating Fire Depart-
ment connection on a private car of any member 
of a Fire Department shall include the name of 
the municipality or Fire Department organization 
to which the owner belongs. (RCW 46.37.186) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.480), 1979.) 
 
11.82.500 Green light sign or plate—

Identification card required. 
 Any individual displaying a green light as au-
thorized in Section 11.82.460, or a sign or plate 
as authorized in Section 11.82.480, shall also car-
ry attached to a convenient location on the private 
vehicle to which the green light or sign or plate is 
attached, an identification card showing the name 
of the owner of the vehicle, the organization to 
which he or she belongs and bearing the signature 
of the chief of the service involved. (RCW 
46.37.187) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.500), 1979.) 
 
11.82.520 Red lights on emergency 

vehicles, school buses, private 
carrier buses, police vehicles—
Sirens on emergency vehicles—
Blue lights authorized on 
certain police vehicles—
Driver’s duty to yield and stop. 

 A. Every authorized emergency vehicle shall, 
in addition to any other equipment and distinctive 
marking required by this chapter, be equipped 
with at least one (1) lamp capable of displaying a 
red light visible from at least five hundred feet 
(500 ) in normal sunlight and a siren capable of 
giving an audible signal. 
 B. Every school bus and private carrier bus 
shall, in addition to any other equipment and dis-
tinctive markings required by this chapter, be 
equipped with a stop signal upon a background 
not less than fourteen (14) by eighteen inches 
(18 ) displaying the word “stop” in letters of dis-
tinctly contrasting colors not less than eight inch-
es (8 ) high. The stop signal shall be mounted on 
the left side of the bus just below the window line 

and adjacent to the driver of the bus. In addition, 
the sign shall be mounted so that it does not inter-
fere with the driver’s vision to the rear when the 
sign is extended. Every school bus and private 
carrier bus shall further be equipped with signal 
lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced lat-
erally as practicable, which shall be capable of 
displaying to the front two (2) alternately flashing 
red lights located at the same level and to the rear 
two (2) alternately flashing red lights located at 
the same level and these lights shall have suffi-
cient intensity to be visible at five hundred feet 
(500 ) in normal sunlight. 
 C. A police vehicle, when used as an autho-
rized emergency vehicle, may but need not be 
equipped with alternately flashing red lights spe-
cified herein. A police vehicle may, in addition to 
or in lieu of the red lights specified in subsection 
A, be equipped with one (1) or more blue lights. 
 D. The alternately flashing red lights de-
scribed in subsections B and C shall not be used 
on any vehicle other than a school bus, a private 
carrier bus, or an authorized emergency vehicle. 
The blue lights described in subsection C may 
only be used on publicly owned police vehicles 
of a Police Department, Sheriff’s office and the 
Washington State Patrol. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.520), 1979.) 
 
11.82.530 Red lights on emergency tow 

trucks. 
 All emergency tow trucks shall be identified 
by an intermittent or revolving red light capable 
of three-hundred-sixty-degree (360°) visibility at 
a distance of five hundred feet (500 ) under nor-
mal atmospheric conditions. This intermittent or 
revolving red light shall be used only at the scene 
of an emergency or accident, and it will be un-
lawful to use such light while traveling to or from 
an emergency or accident, or for any other pur-
poses. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.530), 1979.) 
 
11.82.540 Special lighting equipment on 

school buses and private carrier 
buses. 

 No person shall operate any flashing warning 
signal light on any school bus or private carrier 
bus except when any said bus is stopped on a 
street or alley for the purpose of permitting pas-
sengers to board or alight from the bus. The term 
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“flashing signal” as used in this section shall not 
include an electric turn signal. (RCW 46.37.290) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.540), 1979.) 
 
11.82.560 Maintenance equipment lamps. 
 No person shall operate any snow-removal and 
other street maintenance and service equipment 
on any street or alley unless the lamps thereon 
comply with and are lighted when and as required 
by the standards and specifications adopted by 
the State Commission on Equipment. (RCW 
46.37.300(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.560, 1979.) 
 
11.82.580 Reflectors. 
 Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and 
pole trailer shall carry on the rear, either as a part 
of the taillamps or separately, two (2) or more red 
reflectors meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion and Section 11.82.600, except that motor-
cycles and motor-driven cycles shall carry at least 
one (1) such reflector: Provided, however, that 
vehicles of the types mentioned in Section 
11.80.060 shall be equipped with reflectors meet-
ing the requirements of Sections 11.80.100 and 
11.80.120. (RCW 46.37.060(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.580), 1979.) 
 
11.82.600 Mounting of reflectors. 
 Every reflector required in Section 11.82.580 
shall be mounted on the vehicle at a height not 
less than twenty inches (20 ) nor more than sixty 
inches (60 ) measured from the center of such 
lamp or device to the level ground upon which 
the vehicle stands when such vehicle is without 
load and shall be of such size and characteristics 
and so mounted as to be visible at night from all 
distances within three hundred fifty feet (350 ) to 
one hundred feet (100 ) from such vehicle when 
directly in front of lawful upper beams of head-
lamps, except that visibility from a greater dis-
tance is herein required of reflectors on certain 
types of vehicles. (RCW 46.37.060(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.82.600), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.84 

BRAKES AND MISCELLANEOUS 

EQUIPMENT 
 
Sections: 

11.84.020 Braking equipment required. 
11.84.040 Performance ability of 

brakes. 
11.84.060 Maintenance of brakes. 
11.84.080 Muffler. 
11.84.090 Transporting children. 
11.84.100 Smoke and air 

contaminants—Standards—
Definitions. 

11.84.120 Mirrors. 
11.84.140 Windshield obstruction. 
11.84.150 Application of tinting or 

coloring material. 
11.84.160 Windshield wiper. 
11.84.180 Tires—Pneumatic. 
11.84.200 Tire cleats and chains. 
11.84.220 Pneumatic passenger car 

tires—Standards—Exception 
for off-street use. 

11.84.240 Regrooved tires—
Standards—Exception for 
off-street use. 

11.84.260 Tires—Safe operating 
condition. 

11.84.290 Helmets. 
11.84.300 Tire condition—Selling of 

vehicle. 
11.84.320 Horns and warning devices. 
11.84.340 Siren, whistle, or bell 

prohibited. 
11.84.345 Turning off automatic 

automobile alarms. 
11.84.360 Emergency vehicle audible 

sound. 
11.84.380 Fire extinguishers. 
11.84.400 Fenders or splash aprons. 
11.84.420 Use of litter receptacle. 
11.84.440 Television viewers—

Earphones. 
 
11.84.020 Braking equipment required. 
 Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and 
pole trailer, and any combination of such vehicles 
operating upon a street or alley shall be equipped 
with brakes in compliance with the requirements 
of this chapter. 
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 A. Service Brakes—Adequacy. Every such 
vehicle and combination of vehicles, except spe-
cial mobile equipment as defined in Section 
11.44.585, shall be equipped with service brakes 
complying with the performance requirements of 
Section 11.84.040 and adequate to control the 
movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle 
under all conditions of loading, and on any grade 
incident to its operation. 
 B. Parking Brakes—Adequacy. Every such 
vehicle and combination of vehicles, except mo-
torcycles and motor-driven cycles, shall be 
equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold 
the vehicle on any grade on which it is operated, 
under all conditions of loading, on a surface free 
from snow, ice, or loose material. The parking 
brakes shall be capable of being applied in con-
formance with the foregoing requirements by the 
driver’s muscular effort or by spring action or by 
equivalent means. The operation of parking 
brakes may be assisted by the service brakes or 
other source of power; provided, that failure of 
the service brake actuation system, or other pow-
er assisting mechanism, will not prevent the park-
ing brakes from being applied in conformance 
with the foregoing requirements. The parking 
brakes shall be so designed that when once ap-
plied, they shall remain applied with the required 
effectiveness, despite exhaustion of any source of 
energy or leakage of any kind. The same brake 
drums, brake shoes and lining assemblies, brake-
shoe anchors and mechanical brake shoe actua-
tion mechanism normally associated with the 
wheel brake assemblies may be used for both the 
service brakes and the parking brakes. If the 
means of applying the parking brakes and the 
service brakes are connected in any way, they 
shall be so constructed that failure of any one (1) 
part shall not leave the vehicle without operative 
brakes. 
 C. Brakes on All Wheels. Every vehicle shall 
be equipped with brakes acting on all wheels ex-
cept: 
 1. Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers 
of a gross weight not exceeding three thousand 
(3,000) pounds, provided that: 
 a. The total weight on and including the 
wheels of the trailer or trailers shall not exceed 
forty percent (40%) of the gross weight of the 
towing vehicle when connected to the trailer or 
trailers; and 

 b. The combination of vehicles consist-
ing of the towing vehicle and its total towed load, 
is capable of complying with the performance 
requirements of Section 11.84.040. 
 2. Trailers, semitrailers, or pole trailers 
manufactured and assembled prior to July 1, 
1965, shall not be required to be equipped with 
brakes when the total weight on and including the 
wheels of the trailer or trailers does not exceed 
two thousand (2,000) pounds. 
 3. Any vehicle being towed in drive-
away or tow-away operations, provided the com-
bination of vehicles is capable of complying with 
the performance requirements of Section 
11.84.040. 
 4. Trucks and truck-tractors having 
three (3) or more axles need not have brakes on 
the front wheels, except that when such vehicles 
are equipped with at least two (2) steerable axles, 
the wheels of one (1) steerable axle need not have 
brakes. However, such trucks and truck-tractors 
must be capable of complying with the perfor-
mance requirements of Section 11.84.040. 
 5. Special mobile equipment as defined 
in Section 11.14.840. 
 6. The wheel of a sidecar attached to a 
motorcycle or to a motor-driven cycle, or the 
front wheel of a motor-driven cycle need not be 
equipped with brakes, provided that such motor-
cycle or motor-driven cycle is capable of comply-
ing with the performance requirements of Section 
11.84.040. 
 D. Automatic Trailer Brake Application upon 
Breakaway. Every trailer, semitrailer, and pole 
trailer equipped with air or vacuum actuated 
brakes and every trailer, semitrailer, and pole trai-
ler with a gross weight in excess of three thou-
sand (3,000) pounds, manufactured or assembled 
after January 1, 1964, shall be equipped with 
brakes acting on all wheels and of such character 
as to be applied automatically and promptly, and 
remain applied for at least fifteen (15) minutes, 
upon breakaway from the towing vehicle. 
 E. Tractor Brakes Protected. Every motor ve-
hicle manufactured or assembled after January 1, 
1964 and used to tow a trailer, semitrailer or pole 
trailer equipped with brakes, shall be equipped 
with means for stopping such towing vehicle by 
the use of its service brakes in the event the 
towed vehicle breaks away. 
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 F. Trailer Air Reservoirs Safeguarded. Air-
brake systems installed on trailers manufactured 
or assembled after January 1, 1964, shall be so 
designed that the supply reservoir used to provide 
air for the brakes shall be safeguarded against 
backflow of air from the reservoir through the 
supply line. 
 G. Two (2) Means of Emergency Brake Oper-
ation. 
 1. Air Brakes. Every towing vehicle, 
when used in other than drive-away or tow-away 
operations to tow another vehicle (trailer) 
equipped with air-controlled brakes, shall be 
equipped with two (2) means for emergency ap-
plication of the trailer brakes. One (1) of these 
means shall apply the trailer brakes automatically 
in the event of a reduction of the towing vehicle’s 
air supply to a fixed pressure. The fixed pressure 
shall be not lower than twenty (20) pounds per 
square inch, nor higher than forty-five (45) 
pounds per square inch. The other means of ap-
plying the trailer brakes shall be a manually con-
trolled device for applying and releasing of the 
brakes, readily operable by a person seated in the 
towing vehicle’s driving seat; and its emergency 
position or method of operation shall be clearly 
indicated. In no instance may the manual means 
of operation of trailer brakes be so arranged as to 
permit its use to prevent operation of the auto-
matic means of applying trailer brakes. The au-
tomatic and the manual means of operation of 
trailer brakes required by this section may be, but 
are not required to be, separate. 
 2. Vacuum Brakes. Every towing ve-
hicle used to tow other vehicles equipped with 
vacuum brakes, in operations other than drive-
away or tow-away operations, shall have, in addi-
tion to the single control device required by sub-
section H, a second control device which can be 
used to operate the brakes on towed vehicles in 
emergencies. The second control shall be inde-
pendent of brake air, hydraulic and other pres-
sure, and independent of other controls, unless 
the braking system be so arranged that failure of 
the pressure upon which the second control de-
pends will cause the towed vehicle brakes to be 
applied automatically. The second control is not 
required to provide modulated braking. 
 H. Single Control to Operate All Brakes. 
Every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer and pole 
trailer, and every combination of such vehicles, 

except motorcycles and motor-driven cycles, 
equipped with brakes shall have the braking sys-
tem so arranged that one (1) control device can be 
used to operate all service brakes. This require-
ment does not prohibit vehicles from being 
equipped with an additional control device to be 
used to operate brakes on the towed vehicles. 
This regulation does not apply to drive-away or 
tow-away operations unless the brakes on the in-
dividual vehicles are designed to be operated by a 
single control in the towing vehicle. 
 I. Reservoir Capacity and Check Valve. 
 1. Air Brakes. Every bus, truck or truck-
tractor with air-operated brakes shall be equipped 
with at least one (1) reservoir sufficient to insure 
that, when fully charged to the maximum pres-
sure as regulated by air compressor governor cut-
out setting, a full service brake application may 
be made without lowering such reservoir pressure 
by more than twenty percent (20%). Each reser-
voir shall be provided with means for readily 
draining accumulated oil or water. 
 2. Vacuum Brakes. Every truck with 
three (3) or more axles equipped with vacuum 
assistor type brakes and every truck-tractor and 
truck used for towing a vehicle equipped with 
vacuum brakes shall be equipped with a reserve 
capacity or a vacuum reservoir sufficient to in-
sure that, with the reserve capacity or reservoir 
fully charged and with the engine stopped, a full 
service brake application may be made without 
depleting the vacuum supply by more than forty 
percent (40%). 
 3. Reservoir Safeguarded. All motor 
vehicles, trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers, 
when equipped with air or vacuum reservoirs or 
reserve capacity as required by this section, shall 
have such reservoirs or reserve capacity so safe-
guarded by a check valve or equivalent device 
that in the event of failure or leakage in its con-
nection to the source of compressed air or va-
cuum, the stored air or vacuum shall not be dep-
leted by the leak or failure. 
 J. Warning Devices. 
 1. Air Brakes. Every bus, truck or truck-
tractor using compressed air for the operation of 
its own brakes or the brakes on any towed ve-
hicle, shall be provided with a warning signal, 
other than a pressure gauge, readily audible or 
visible to the driver, which will operate at any 
time the air reservoir pressure of the vehicle is 
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below fifty percent (50%) of the air compressor 
governor cut-out pressure. In addition, each such 
vehicle shall be equipped with a pressure gauge 
visible to the driver, which indicates in pounds 
per square inch the pressure available for braking. 
 2. Vacuum Brakes. Every truck-tractor 
and truck used for towing a vehicle equipped 
with vacuum-operated brakes and every truck 
with three (3) or more axles using vacuum in the 
operation of its brakes, except those in drive-
away or tow-away operations, shall be equipped 
with a warning signal, other than a gauge indicat-
ing vacuum, readily audible or visible to the driv-
er, which will operate at any time the vacuum in 
the vehicle’s supply reservoir or reserve capacity 
is less than eight inches (8 ) of mercury. 
 3. Combination of Warning Devices. 
When a vehicle required to be equipped with a 
warning device is equipped with both air and va-
cuum power for the operation of its own brakes 
or the brakes on a towed vehicle, the warning de-
vices may be, but are not required to be, com-
bined into a single device which will serve both 
purposes. A gauge or gauges indicating pressure 
or vacuum shall not be deemed to be an adequate 
means of satisfying this requirement. (RCW 
46.37.340) 
(Ord. 112421 § 10, 1985; Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.84.020), 1979.) 
 
11.84.040 Performance ability of brakes. 
 A. Every motor vehicle and combination of 
vehicles, at all times and under all conditions of 
loading, upon application of the service brakes, 
shall be capable of: 
 1. Developing a braking force that is not 
less than the percentage of its gross weight tabu-
lated herein for its classification; 
 2. Decelerating to a stop from not more 
than twenty (20) miles per hour at not less than 
the feet per second tabulated herein for its classi-
fication; and 
 3. Stopping from a speed of twenty (20) 
miles per hour in not more than the distance tabu-
lated herein for its classification, such distance to 
be measured from the point at which movement 
of the service brake pedal or control begins. 
 B. Tests for deceleration and stopping dis-
tance shall be made on a substantially level (not 
to exceed plus or minus one percent (1%) grade), 

dry, smooth, hard surface that is free from loose 
material. (See Table 11.84.040) 
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Table for Section 11.84.040 
 

Classification of vehicles 

Braking force as a 
percentage of 
gross vehicle or 
combination 
weight 

Deceleration 
in feet per 
second 

Brake system ap-
plication and brak-
ing distance in feet 
from an initial 
speed of 20 m.p.h. 

    
A Passenger vehicles with a 

seating capacity of 10 
people or less including 
driver, not having a manu-
facturer’s gross vehicle 
weight rating 52.8% 17 25 

B-1 All motorcycles and motor-
driven cycles 43.5% 14 30 

B-2 Single-unit vehicles with a 
manufacturer’s gross vehicle 
weight rating of 10,000 
pounds or less 43.5% 14 30 

C-1 Single-unit vehicles with a 
manufacturer’s gross weight 
rating of more than 10,000 
pounds 43.5% 14 40 

C-2 Combinations of a two-axle 
towing vehicle and a trailer 
with a gross trailer weight of 
3,000 pounds or less 43.5% 14 40 

C-3 Buses, regardless of the 
number of axles, not having 
manufacturer’s gross weight 
rating 43.5% 14 40 

C-4 All combinations of vehicles 
in drive-away/tow-away op-
erations 43.5% 14 40 

D All other vehicles and com-
binations of vehicles 43.5% 14 50 

(RCW 46.37.351) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.040), 1979.) 
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11.84.060 Maintenance of brakes. 
 All brakes shall be maintained in good working 
order and shall be so adjusted as to operate as 
equally effectively and simultaneously as practica-
ble with respect to the front and back wheels and 
with respect to the wheels on opposite sides of the 
vehicle. (RCW 46.37.360) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.060), 1979.) 
 
11.84.080 Muffler. 
 Every motor vehicle shall at all times be 
equipped with a muffler in good working order and 
in constant operation to prevent excessive or un-
usual noise and no person shall use a muffler cut-
out, bypass or similar device upon a motor vehicle 
on a street or alley. (RCW 46.37.390(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.080), 1979.) 
 
11.84.090 Transporting children. 
 No person shall transport a child under the age 
of five on a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. 
(Ord. 113906 § 3, 1988.) 
 
11.84.100 Smoke and air contaminants—

Standards—Definitions. 
 A. No motor vehicle first sold and registered as 
a new motor vehicle on or after January 1, 1971, 
shall discharge into the atmosphere at elevations of 
less than three thousand feet (3,000 ) any air con-
taminant for a period of more than ten (10) seconds 
which is: 
 1. As dark as or darker than the shade 
designated as No. 1 on the Ringelmann chart, as 
published by the United States Bureau of Mines; or 
 2. Of such opacity as to obscure an ob-
server’s view to a degree equal to or greater than 
does smoke described in subsection A1. 
 B. No motor vehicle first sold and registered 
prior to January 1, 1971 shall discharge into the 
atmosphere at elevations of less than three thou-
sand feet (3,000 ) any air contaminant for a period 
of more than ten (10) seconds which is: 
 1. As dark or darker than the shade des-
ignated as No. 2 of the Ringelmann chart, as pub-
lished by the United States Bureau of Mines; or 
 2. Of such opacity as to obscure an ob-
server’s view to a degree equal to or greater than 
does smoke described in subsection B2. 
 C. For the purposes of this subsection the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply: 

 1. “Opacity” means the degree to which 
an emission reduces the transmission of light and 
obscures the view of an object in the background. 
 2. “Ringelmann chart” means the Rin-
gelmann smoke chart with instructions for use as 
published by the United States Bureau of Mines in 
May, 1967, and as thereafter amended, information 
circular 7718, which is adopted by reference and 
three (3) copies of which are placed on file with 
the City Clerk. (RCW 46.37.390(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.100), 1979.) 
 
11.84.120 Mirrors. 
 A. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with 
a mirror mounted on the left side of the vehicle and 
so located to reflect to the driver a view of the 
highway for a distance of at least two hundred feet 
(200 ) to the rear of such vehicle. 
 B. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with 
an additional mirror mounted either inside the ve-
hicle approximately in the center or outside the 
vehicle on the right side and so located as to reflect 
to the driver a view of the highway for a distance 
of at least two hundred feet (200 ) to the rear of 
such vehicle. 
 C. All mirrors required by this section shall be 
maintained in good condition. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.120), 1979.) 
 
11.84.140 Windshield obstruction. 
 No person shall drive any motor vehicle with 
any sign, poster or other nontransparent material 
upon the front windshield, side wings or side or 
rear windows of such vehicle which obstructs the 
driver’s clear view of the street or alley or any in-
tersecting street or alley. (RCW 46.37.410(1)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.140), 1979.) 
 
11.84.150 Application of tinting or coloring 

material. 
 A. No tinting or coloring material that reduces 
light transmittance to any degree, unless it meets 
standards for such material adopted by the State 
Patrol, may be applied to the surface of the safety 
glazing material in a motor vehicle in any of the 
following locations: 
 1. Windshields, 
 2. Windows to the immediate right and 
left of the driving including windwings, or 
 3. Rearmost windows if used for driving 
visibility by means of an interior rear-view mirror. 
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 B. Nothing in this subsection prohibits the use 
of shaded or heat-absorbing safety glazing material 
in which the shading or heat-absorbing characteris-
tics have been applied at the time of manufacture 
of the safety glazing material and which meet the 
standards of the State Patrol for such safety glazing 
materials. 
 C. The term “safety glazing materials” means 
glazing materials so constructed, treated, or com-
bined with other materials as to reduce substantial-
ly, in comparison with ordinary sheet glass or plate 
glass, the likelihood of injury to persons by objects 
from exterior sources or by these safety glazing 
materials when they may be cracked or broken. 
(Ord. 113906 § 1, 1988.) 
 
11.84.160 Windshield wiper. 
 The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be 
equipped with a device for cleaning rain, snow, or 
other moisture from the windshield, which device 
shall be so constructed as to be controlled or oper-
ated by the driver of the vehicle. No person shall 
operate a motor vehicle which is not equipped with 
such device or devices in good working order ca-
pable of cleaning the windshield thereof over two 
(2) separate arcs, one each on the left and right side 
of the windshield, each capable of cleaning a sur-
face of not less than one hundred twenty (120) 
square inches, or other device or devices capable 
of accomplishing substantially the same result. 
Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall 
be maintained in good working order. (RCW 
46.37.410(2)(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.160), 1979.) 
 
11.84.180 Tires—Pneumatic. 
 No person shall operate a vehicle upon a street 
or alley unless it is completely equipped with 
pneumatic rubber tires: Provided, that a permit 
may be issued by the Traffic Engineer for the use 
of nonpneumatic tires when it has been determined 
that such equipment will not harm the roadway 
surface nor interfere with normal traffic operation. 
(RCW 46.37.420(1), (3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.180), 1979.) 
 
11.84.200 Tire cleats and chains. 
 A. No tire on a vehicle moved on a street or 
alley shall have on its periphery any block, stud, 
flange, cleat or spike or any other protuberance of 
any material other than rubber which projects 
beyond the tread of the traction surface of the tire, 

except that it shall be permissible to use farm ma-
chinery with tires having protuberances which will 
not injure the street and except also that it shall be 
permissible to use tire chains or metal studs im-
bedded within the tire of reasonable proportions 
and of a type approved by the State Commission 
on Equipment, upon any vehicle when required for 
safety because of snow, ice, or other conditions 
tending to cause a vehicle to skid: Provided, that it 
shall be unlawful to use metal studs imbedded 
within the tire between April 1st and November 
1st: Provided further, that the use of tires with 
metal studs imbedded therein shall be lawful dur-
ing additional periods when the State Highway 
Commission so determines. 
 B. Tires with metal studs imbedded therein 
may be used between November 1st and April 1st 
upon school buses and Fire Department vehicles, 
any law or regulation to the contrary notwithstand-
ing. (RCW 46.37.420(2), (4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.200), 1979.) 
 
11.84.220 Pneumatic passenger car tires—

Standards—Exception for off-
street use. 

 A. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or 
offer for sale for use on any street or alley any new 
pneumatic passenger car tire which does not meet 
the standards established by Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 109, as promulgated by the 
United States Department of Transportation under 
authority of the National Traffic and Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 719, 728; 15 
U.S.C. 1392, 1407). 
 B. The applicable standard shall be the version 
of standard No. 109 in effect at the time of manu-
facture of the tire. 
 C. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or 
offer for sale any new pneumatic passenger car tire 
which does not meet the standards prescribed in 
this section unless such tires are sold for off-street 
use, as evidenced by a statement signed by the 
purchaser at the time of sale certifying that he is 
not purchasing such tires for use on a street or al-
ley. (RCW 46.37.423) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.220), 1979.) 
 
11.84.240 Regrooved tires—Standards—

Exception for off-street use. 
 A. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or 
offer for sale any regrooved tire and no person, 
firm or corporation shall regroove any tire for use 
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on a street or alley which does not meet the stan-
dard established by Federal Motor Vehicle Stan-
dard part 569 regrooved tires, as promulgated by 
the United States Department of Transportation 
under authority of the National Traffic and Motor 
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 719, 728; 15 
U.S.C. 1392, 1407). 
 B. The applicable standard shall be the version 
of the federal regrooved tire standard in effect at 
the time of regrooving. 
 C. No person, firm or corporation shall sell or 
offer for sale any regrooved tire and no person, 
firm or corporation shall regroove any tire which 
does not meet the standards prescribed in this sec-
tion unless such tires are sold or regrooved for off-
street use, as evidenced by a statement signed by 
the purchaser or regroover at the time of sale or 
regrooving certifying that he is not purchasing or 
regrooving such tires for use on a street or alley. 
(RCW 46.37.424) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.240), 1979.) 
 
11.84.260 Tires—Safe operating condition. 
 A. No person shall drive or move or cause to be 
driven or moved upon a street or alley on tires 
which have contact with the driving surface of the 
road, any vehicle subject to registration in this 
state, unless such vehicle is equipped with tires in 
safe operating condition in accordance with re-
quirements established by the State Commission 
on Equipment. 
 B. A tire shall be considered unsafe if it has: 
 1. Any ply or cord exposed either to the 
naked eye or when cuts or abrasions on the tire are 
probed; or 
 2. Any bump, bulge or knot, affecting the 
tire structure; or 
 3. Any break repaired with a boot; or 
 4. A tread depth of less than (2/32) of an 
inch measured in any two (2) major tread grooves 
at three (3) locations equally spaced around the 
circumference of the tire, or for those tires with 
tread wear indicators, a tire shall be considered 
unsafe if it is worn to the point that the tread wear 
indicators contact the road in any two (2) major 
tread grooves at three (3) locations equally spaced 
around the circumference of the tire; or 
 5. A legend which indicates the tire is not 
intended for use on public highway such as, “not 
for highway use,” or “for racing purposes only”; or 
 6. Such conditions as may be reasonably 
demonstrated to render it unsafe; or 

 7. If not matched in tire size designations, 
construction, and profile to the other tire and/or 
tires on the same axle. 
 C. The condition or defect must be such that it 
can be detected by a visual inspection of tires 
mounted on vehicles, including visual comparison 
with simple measuring gauges. (RCW 46.37.425) 
(Ord. 109475 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.84.260), 1979.) 
 
11.84.290 Helmets. 
 No person under the age of eighteen (18) years 
shall operate or ride upon a motorcycle or motor-
driven cycle unless wearing upon his or her head a 
protective helmet of a type conforming to rules 
adopted by the State Patrol. 
 The helmet must be equipped with either a neck 
or chin strap which shall be fastened securely 
while the motorcycle or motor-driven cycle is in 
motion. 
(Ord. 113906 § 2, 1988.) 
 
11.84.300 Tire condition—Selling of 

vehicle. 
 No person, firm or corporation shall sell any 
vehicle for use on a street or alley unless the ve-
hicle is equipped with tires that are in compliance 
with the provisions of Section 11.84.260. If the 
tires are found to be in violation of Section 
11.84.260, the person, firm or corporation selling 
the vehicle shall cause such tires to be removed 
from the vehicle and shall equip the vehicle with 
tires that are in compliance with the provisions of 
Section 11.84.260. (RCW 46.37.425) 
(Ord. 109475 § 1(part), 1980: Ord. 108200 
§ 2(11.84.300), 1979.) 
 
11.84.320 Horns and warning devices. 
 Every motor vehicle when operated upon a 
street shall be equipped with a horn in good work-
ing order and capable of emitting sound audible 
under conditions of no background noise from a 
distance of not less than two hundred feet (200 ), 
but no horn or other warning device shall emit an 
unreasonably loud or harsh sound which exceeds 
eighty-five (85) dB(a) at two hundred feet (200 ). 
The driver of a motor vehicle shall when reasona-
bly necessary to insure safe operation give audible 
warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use 
such horn when upon a street or alley. (RCW 
46.37.380) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.320), 1979.) 
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11.84.340 Siren, whistle, or bell prohibited. 
 No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any 
person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle, or 
bell, except as otherwise permitted in this chapter: 
Provided, that it is permissible for any vehicle to 
be equipped with a theft alarm signal device so 
long as it is so arranged that it cannot be used by 
the driver as an ordinary warning signal. Such a 
theft alarm signal device may use a whistle, bell, 
horn, or other audible sound but shall not use a si-
ren: Provided further, that it is permissible to equip 
a vehicle with a bell that gives warning either 
when the vehicle is backing up or when the emer-
gency brake system releases. (RCW 46.37.380(2), 
(3)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.340), 1979.) 
 
11.84.345 Turning off automatic 

automobile alarms. 
 A. Duty. The owner of a vehicle equipped with 
an automatic audible theft alarm device shall turn 
it off or cause it to be turned off within five (5) 
minutes after the alarm sounds, provided that if 
such a vehicle is owned by an agency engaged in 
the business of renting motor vehicles to the public 
(called a rental agency) and is under lease, the les-
see of the vehicle shall turn off or cause the alarm 
device to be turned off within five (5) minutes after 
the alarm sounds. 
 B. Defenses. It is a defense that: 
 1. The alarm sounded because the vehicle 
was damaged, or was the object of an unlawful 
entry or theft or an attempt at an unlawful entry or 
theft; or 
 2. When the alarm sounded, the owner or 
operator attempted to turn the alarm off, but was 
unable to do so because the alarm equipment had 
been damaged or tampered with; or 
 3. The alarm was deliberately sounded as 
a method of summoning assistance in an emergen-
cy involving an injury or threat to life by a person 
who is present at the site at the time the police ar-
rive; or 
 4. The vehicle was being used without 
the consent of the owner, express or implied, and 
the owner had reported its loss or theft to the po-
lice. 
 C. Allocation of Responsibility Between Rental 
Agency and Lessee. The notice of civil infraction 
shall be placed upon the vehicle or issued to the 
operator and charged to the rental agency as owner 

unless the rental agency (a) shows that the vehicle 
had been rented to another at the time of the inci-
dent, (b) declares that the audible alarm equipment 
was in good operating order at the time the vehicle 
was rented, and (c) supplies the name and address 
of the lessee of the vehicle. A lessee who receives 
a notice of civil infraction as an operator or is 
charged on the basis of an identification by the ren-
tal agency may secure the reinstatement or substi-
tution of the rental agency in his or her place, if the 
rental agency consents thereto at or before a hear-
ing requested to contest the determination, or the 
rental agency accepts in writing responsibility for 
the failure of the alarm to be turned off within five 
(5) minutes, and promises to make payment of the 
monetary penalty. 
(Ord. 116701 § 1, 1993.) 
 
11.84.360 Emergency vehicle audible 

sound. 
 Any authorized emergency vehicle may be 
equipped with a siren, whistle or bell, capable of 
emitting sound audible under conditions of no 
background noise from a distance of not less than 
five hundred feet (500 ) and of a type approved by 
the State Commission on Equipment, but such si-
ren shall not be used except when such vehicle is 
operated in response to an emergency call or in the 
immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected viola-
tor of the law, in which said latter events the driver 
of such vehicle shall sound the siren when reason-
ably necessary to warn pedestrians and other driv-
ers of the approach thereof. (RCW 46.37.380(4)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.360), 1979.) 
 
11.84.380 Fire extinguishers. 
 Any person operating any vehicle transporting 
any explosive or flammable cargo upon a street or 
alley shall at all times keep the vehicle equipped 
with not less than two (2) fire extinguishers, filled 
and ready for immediate use, and placed at a con-
venient point on the vehicle so used. (RCW 
46.37.460(2)) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.380), 1979.) 
 
11.84.400 Fenders or splash aprons. 
 No person shall operate any motor vehicle, trai-
ler, or semitrailer that is not equipped with fenders, 
covers, flaps, or splash aprons adequate for mini-
mizing the spray or splash of water or mud from 
the roadway to the rear of the vehicle. All such de-
vices shall be as wide as the tires behind which 
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they are mounted and extend downward at least to 
the center of the axle. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.400), 1979.) 
 
11.84.420 Use of litter receptacle. 
 No registered owner of any vehicle shall fail to 
keep available for use a litter receptacle in his ve-
hicle. (RCW 70.93.100) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.420), 1979.) 
 
11.84.440 Television viewers—Earphones. 
 A. No person shall drive any motor vehicle 
equipped with any television viewer, screen or 
other means of visually receiving a television 
broadcast which is located in the motor vehicle at 
any point forward of the back of the driver’s seat, 
or which is visible to the driver while operating the 
motor vehicle. 
 B. No person shall operate any motor vehicle 
on a public highway while wearing any headset or 
earphones connected to any electronic device ca-
pable of receiving a radio broadcast or playing a 
sound recording for the purpose of transmitting a 
sound to the human auditory senses and which 
headset or earphones muffle or exclude other 
sounds. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.84.440), 1979.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.86 

VEHICLE MARKINGS 
 
Sections: 

11.86.020 Gross weight figures. 
11.86.040 Improper gross weight figures. 
11.86.060 Name marking. 
11.86.080 Flammable or combustible 

labeling. 
11.86.100 Explosive cargo labeling. 

 
11.86.020 Gross weight figures. 
 Every motor truck or truck-licensed vehicle, 
trailer, and semitrailer shall have painted or sten-
ciled upon the outside thereof in a conspicuous 
place, in letters not less than two inches (2 ) high, 
the maximum gross weight for which it is licensed. 
(RCW 46.16.170) 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.86.020), 1979.) 
 
11.86.040 Improper gross weight figures. 
 No owner or operator of any vehicle shall dis-
play a maximum gross weight for which such ve-

hicle is licensed other than that shown on the cer-
tificate of license registration of the vehicle. (RCW 
46.16.170) 
(Ord.108200 § 2(11.86.040), 1979.) 
 
11.86.060 Name marking. 
 All common and contract carriers shall have 
their trucks and trailers identified and marked as to 
name, permit number, and address, as required in 
the Rules and Regulations established by the 
Washington Utilities and Transportation Commis-
sion. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.86.060), 1979.) 
 
11.86.080 Flammable or combustible 

labeling. 
 Every tank motor vehicle used for the transpor-
tation of any flammable or combustible liquid, re-
gardless of quantity being transported, or whether 
loaded or empty, shall be conspicuously and legi-
bly marked on each side and rear thereof with ap-
proved United States Department of Transportation 
labeling. When the vehicle contains flammable 
liquid or flammable vapors, the common name of 
the liquid shall be posted on each side and the rear 
in letters at least three inches (3 ) high. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.86.080), 1979.) 
 
11.86.100 Explosive cargo labeling. 
 Any vehicle transporting any explosive as a car-
go or part of a cargo upon a street or alley shall be 
marked or placarded on each side and on the rear 
with the word “EXPLOSIVES” as required by 
rules and regulations of the United States Depart-
ment of Transportation. 
(Ord. 108200 § 2(11.86.100), 1979.) 
 
 

Subtitle II 

Miscellaneous Provisions 
 

Chapter 11.90 

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS BUREAU 
 
Sections: 

11.90.010 Duties and responsibilities. 
 
11.90.010 Duties and responsibilities. 
 The judges of the Seattle Municipal Court are 
authorized to provide by rule pursuant to RCW 
35.20.140 that the Traffic Violations Bureau1 shall 
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be the appropriate office for the acceptance of bail, 
issuance of court appearance dates and notices the-
reof, preparation of subpoenas and notification of 
officers in connection with court appearances, and 
the performance of duties and responsibilities re-
lated thereto, all in connection with violations of 
those municipal ordinances under the jurisdiction 
of Department I of the court as may be designated 
by such rule. All functions of the Traffic Viola-
tions Bureau performed pursuant to court rules 
herein provided for shall be construed as a delega-
tion of duties of Department I of the Seattle Mu-
nicipal Court, and in the performance thereof the 
Traffic Violations Bureau shall be responsible to 
the judge of Department I. 
(Ord. 94893 § 1, 1966: Ord. 94730 § 1, 1966.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The judges of the municipal court have denominated 

the Traffic Violations Bureau as the “Ordinance Violation Bureau” 

subject to administration by the Presiding Judge rather than by the 

judge of Department No. I only. 

 
 

Chapter 11.92 

ABANDONED VEHICLES 
 
Sections: 

11.92.010 Definitions. 
11.92.020 Nuisance abatement. 
11.92.030 Enforcement authority. 
11.92.040 Public hearing—Notices. 
11.92.050 Public hearing—Property 

owner’s rights. 
11.92.060 Removal and disposal of 

vehicle. 
11.92.070 Costs of abatement and 

removal. 
 
11.92.010 Definitions. 
 For the purposes of this chapter, an “abandoned 
vehicle” means any vehicle left upon the private 
property of another without the consent of the 
owner of such property for a period of twenty-four 
(24) hours or longer, except that a vehicle shall not 
be considered abandoned if its owner or operator is 
unable to remove it from the place where it is lo-
cated and so notifies law enforcement officials and 
requests assistance. A “wrecked, dismantled, or 
inoperative vehicle or automobile hulk” means the 
remnant or remains of a motor vehicle which is 
inoperative and cannot be made mechanically 
operative without the addition of vital parts or me-

chanisms and the application of a substantial 
amount of labor to effect repairs. 
(Ord. 98223 § 1, 1969.) 
 
11.92.020 Nuisance abatement. 
 Abandoned, wrecked, dismantled, or inoperative 
vehicles or automobile hulks or parts thereof on 
private property are declared to be public nuis-
ances which shall be abated and removed as pro-
vided in this chapter; provided, that this chapter 
shall not apply to: (A) any vehicle or hulk or part 
thereof which is completely enclosed within a 
building in a lawful manner and not visible from 
the street or other public or private property, or (B) 
any vehicle or hulk or part thereof stored or parked 
in a lawful manner in connection with the business 
of a licensed dismantler or licensed vehicle dealer, 
on private property fenced in accordance with the 
provisions of RCW 46.80.130, or (C) any vehicle 
or hulk or part thereof stored or parked on private 
property in connection with the business of an au-
to-wrecking yard or junkyard fenced in accordance 
with provisions of the Comprehensive Zoning Or-
dinance of the City.1 
(Ord. 98223 § 2, 1969.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: The Zoning Ordinance is codified in Title 24 of this 

Code. 

 
11.92.030 Enforcement authority. 
 The Director of Engineering shall enforce this 
chapter and shall be responsible for the abatement 
and removal of any vehicle or hulk or part thereof 
declared in Section 11.92.020 to be a public nuis-
ance. 
(Ord. 98223 § 3, 1969.) 
 
11.92.040 Public hearing—Notices. 
 A. Before abatement and removal of any such 
vehicle or hulk or part thereof from private proper-
ty, the Director of Engineering shall give notice 
that a public hearing may be requested before the 
City Council and that if no such hearing is re-
quested within ten (10) days of the date of such 
notice, the vehicle or hulk or part thereof described 
in the notice will be abated and removed by the 
City and the costs of such abatement and removal 
collected from the registered owner of such vehicle 
or hulk or part thereof or from the owner of the 
property upon which such vehicle or hulk or part 
thereof is located. 
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 B. Upon receipt of any such request for public 
hearing, the City Council may by resolution set a 
date for public hearing on the question of abate-
ment and removal of the vehicle or hulk or part 
thereof as a public nuisance and shall cause to be 
given notice of the time, location and date of such 
hearing. 
 C. The notices provided for in this section shall 
be mailed by certified or registered mail, with a 
five (5) day return requested, to the owner of the 
property on which such vehicle or hulk or part the-
reof is located, as shown on the last equalized as-
sessment roll and, if identification numbers are 
available to determine ownership, to the last regis-
tered and legal owner of record of such vehicle or 
hulk or part thereof. 
(Ord. 98223 § 4, 1969.) 
 
11.92.050 Public hearing—Property 

owner’s rights. 
 The owner of the property upon which any such 
vehicle or hulk or part thereof is located may ap-
pear at such hearing in person or may timely 
present a written statement for consideration at 
such hearing, and may deny responsibility for the 
presence of such vehicle or hulk or part thereof on 
such property, giving reasons for such denial. If it 
is determined at such hearing that the vehicle or 
hulk or part thereof was placed on such property 
without the consent of the property owner, and that 
he has not subsequently acquiesced in its presence, 
then the City shall not attempt to collect the cost of 
abatement and removal or any part thereof from 
the property owner. 
(Ord. 98223 § 5, 1969.) 
 
11.92.060 Removal and disposal of vehicle. 
 After notice has been given of the City’s intent 
to abate and remove any such nuisance, and after 
public hearing if such is requested all as provided 
in Section 11.92.040, the Director of Engineering 
shall cause such vehicle or hulk or part thereof to 
be removed and disposed of to a licensed auto 
wrecker and shall give notice to the Washington 
State Patrol and the Washington State Department 
of Motor Vehicles that such vehicle or hulk or part 
thereof has been wrecked, and the proceeds of any 
such disposition shall be used to defray the costs of 
abatement and removal of any such vehicle, hulk 
or part thereof, including costs of administration. 
(Ord. 98223 § 6, 1969.) 
 

11.92.070 Costs of abatement and removal. 
 The costs of abatement and removal of any such 
vehicle, hulk or part thereof, including costs of 
administration, shall be collected from the last reg-
istered owner thereof if the identity of such owner 
can be determined and unless such owner in the 
transfer of ownership thereof has complied with 
RCW 46.12.101 as amended; or, except as pro-
vided in Section 11.92.050, the costs shall be col-
lected from the owner of the property on which 
such vehicle, hulk or part thereof is located. 
(Ord. 98223 § 7, 1969.) 
 
 

Chapter 11.94 

RAILROAD BARRIERS REQUIRED 
 
Sections: 

11.94.040 Exceptions. 
11.94.050 Prohibited uses along portion 

of Railroad Avenue. 
11.94.060 Movements across improved 

streets or highways. 
11.94.070 Liability of owner or 

operator—Trespassing. 
11.94.080 Violation—Penalty. 

 
11.94.040 Exceptions. 
 In consideration of the acceptance of the further 
provisions of this chapter with reference to railroad 
tracks upon Railroad Avenue and Railroad Way in 
the City by all railroad companies possessing fran-
chises for the operation of railroads thereon, the 
provisions of the foregoing sections with reference 
to fences and barriers, and the provisions thereof 
with reference to gates and flagmen shall not be 
required upon Railroad Avenue or Railroad Way in 
the City for the period of twelve (12) months from 
the date when this ordinance codified in this chap-
ter takes effect.1 
(Ord. 21593 § 4, 1909.) 
 
1. Editor’s Note: Ord. 21593 became effective on September 5, 1909. 

 
11.94.050 Prohibited uses along portion of 

Railroad Avenue. 
 A. No railroad company shall run any locomo-
tive, train or cars along any tracks owned or con-
trolled by such railroad company, or which it shall 
be entitled to use, situated upon that part of Rail-
road Avenue lying between Bell Street and King 
Street, nor make any use of such tracks other than 
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to furnish cars and railroad service in switching to 
and from local wharves or warehouses; provided, 
however, that this section shall not be construed as 
prohibiting the running and operating of passenger 
trains south of Washington Street to and from pas-
senger stations or depots which may be located on 
said street or south thereof; and provided, further, 
that in connection with such switching service no 
such railroad company shall allow its locomotives 
or cars to stand upon the tracks within Railroad 
Avenue except long enough to do necessary 
switching, make up trains, or to receive and land 
passengers or load and unload freight, unless in 
case of accident or other unavoidable delay. All 
trains or cars switched between the hours of seven 
a.m. (7:00 a.m.) and ten p.m. (10:00 p.m.) shall be 
accompanied by an extra flagman for the protec-
tion of the public using said avenue, and no 
switching shall be done at a greater rate of speed 
than six (6) miles per hour. 
 B. The City reserves the right under its police 
power to hereafter, if public safety or necessity 
requires, by ordinance, designate closed hours for 
switching within that portion of Railroad Avenue 
described in subsection A. 
(Ord. 35932 § 1, 1916: Ord. 21593 § 5, 1909.) 
 
11.94.060 Movements across improved 

streets or highways. 
 It shall be unlawful to switch or move any rail-
road car or cars across any improved street or 
highway within the City limits unless either there 
is a locomotive coupled to such car or cars or a 
man is stationed at such crossing to flag and give 
warning of the movement over the crossing. 
(Ord. 68093 § 1, 1938: Ord. 21593 § 8, 1909.) 
 
11.94.070 Liability of owner or operator—

Trespassing. 
 Nothing in this chapter contained shall be taken 
to release the owner, agent, lessee or operator of 
any railroad or street railway from any liability for 
any injury or damage which may be suffered by 
any person upon any such railroad or street railway 
property, but the safeguards and protection to the 
public prescribed in this chapter shall be provided 
and maintained in addition to all other care and 
protection required by law; provided, however, 
that nothing herein contained shall authorize or be 
considered as authorizing the use by the public for 
purposes of travel, of any railroad, street railway, 
trestle or other property, and such use of any trestle 

or bridge erected for the sole purpose of carrying 
railroad or street railway tracks by any person, ex-
cept by express permission of the company or per-
son whose tracks are carried by any such trestle or 
bridge is prohibited, and any person using any such 
trestle or bridge, except as aforesaid, is declared to 
be a trespasser. The company or person whose 
tracks are carried by any such bridge or trestle 
shall keep at each end thereof a white sign bearing 
in black letters the words “Danger: Walking or 
driving on this bridge (or trestle) is prohibited by 
ordinance of The City of Seattle.” 
(Ord. 21593 § 6, 1909.) 
 
11.94.080 Violation—Penalty. 
 Any person, company or corporation, violating 
the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction, 
shall be fined in any sum not exceeding One Hun-
dred Dollars ($100.00), or may be imprisoned in 
the City Jail for a term not exceeding thirty (30) 
days, or may be both fined and imprisoned. 
(Ord. 21593 § 7, 1909.) 
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